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PREFACE. 



THE BOOK OP STOBO CHURCH ia Ihe First Volume of a series of similw 
" Books or the Chuboh," dealing vith all the Churches and their Paiishes 
within the Bounds of the Presbytery of PeAles. each of which is finished 
and ready for the Press. 

They comprise the folloiring: — DBxntELziEB, Makob, Eddlestone, Webt 
LlKTON, Ltnb, Imnebleithbn, Tbaqdaib, Tweedsmtiib. NBWLANDS, KlBK- 
UKD, Walkbbbubn, Kailzie, Dawyok, Mbgqbt, and Peebles. There is 
also a volume of fragmentary reterenoes to Pari^es no longer within the 
Presbytery of Peebles, sach as — Broughton, Glenholm, Kilbucho, Bigg^ar, 
Skirling, &c. 

Bach Volume ia original, contuning all the information available, and never 
before published, derived in the first place from the Records of the Presbytery of 
Peebles (1596), from the Kirk-seasioD Records of the various Parishes, ^om 
Monastic documents preserved among the Archives of Peebles, and from other 
sources, 

For information concerning the Bccleaiascical situation outside tAe Presbytery of 
Peebles, I have quoted facts from Cunningham's Hbtoryof the Church of Scotland, 
Irom Peterkin's Book of the Universal Kirk of Scotland, from Wodrow's History 
of the Sufferings of the Church of Scotland, &c. 

Id all my difficulties \ have received kind and valuaUe help from Dr. Hay 
Fleming, Mr Kenwick, the Rev. Walter Madeod, and other kind friends, whom 
I now thank. 

Each Volume in the series is fully illustrated from original photographs taken 
for me by Mr Thoraaa Crozier, who has reproduced every object of ecclesiastical 
interest in the County ol Peebles. In addition, Mr Alexander Blackwood executed 
the following black and white drawings: — The Altarstone, page 5; pre-Reform- 
ation Interior, page H; Church Poit>h and Jouga, page 52; two sketches ot Stobo 
Church, page 66; Communion Plate, page 150; and Stobo Parishioners, page 156; 
which greaSy enhance the interest of this work, and for which I cordially thank 
him, 

A iKap of the Chiirch and Church-lands accompanies each Volume, in the draw- 
ing of which Mr George Harvey Johnston, of tha firm of W. & A. K. Johnston 
has shewn great and kindly interest. 

These Histories are intended to serve as an Index to the contents of the EVeeby- 
tery and Kirk-session Bboords; also as a catalogue of the possessions of each 
Benefice; they describe the creation and development of every Church and Parish 
both in its s[nrituality and temporality; the past, with its experiences, mistakes, and 
struggles, is recorded; and'the present Is fiilty described fm the information of the 
reader of the tutare; finally, the great aim of the series has been, firstly ; to inform 
every Minister and Parishioner how be came to have his Parish Church at all^ and 
secondly, to aanat with information air those «hb are trorhing toward one United 
Ohundi of Seotlaad, 

Tfaa espetise of ptoduoiogthe Stobo Volume has been partly discharged out of a 
Research Grant from the Trustees of Dr. CamegiA, whom I gratefully thank. 

C, B. 6. 
LmnoEBB, FaoLis, 
Sbft. 1907. 
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Dbdioation. — Drawn bj Alex. Mathieson. 
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Pun— tacing page 8— Drawn by Thomas Lugton. 

Sn>BO UAKaE, Olasoow— page 9— Drawn by Thomas Lugton. 
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Stobo Chdkch— page 13— photo. T. Orozier. 
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Thb Jouob— page 52— Drawn by Alex- Blackwood. 

Abchbibbop LBiGHTOB—faoing page 68— photo, T. Crozier. 
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North view Stobo Chuech— ftcing page 68— Drawn by Alex. Blackwood, 

SODTB View Stobo Chubch— facing page 68— Drawn by Alex. Blackwood. 

SABBiTH-facing page 90— photo, T. Orozier. 

OOMMUMIOM ToKBNH-faciug page 116-obverBe -photo, T. CrozieP. 

CoMMCNiOH Tokens- facing page 116— referee— photo, T. Croder. 

OoMMCNios Plate- facing page 130- photo, T. Otoiier. 

Rbv. Jamk L. Blake- page 139— photo, T. Oroder. 

Ret. J. B- RoBBBTSON- page 146— photo, T. Otoxier. 

Ebv. J. L. Booth- pt^ 148— photo, T. Crozier. 

Baftuicai. arc Oohmdnion Platb— page 150— Drawn by Alex. Bl&ckwood. 

Sib Obasam Mostoombbi and Pabishkis em —facing page 158- Painted by 

Alex. Blackwood. 
IUt. J. R. Obuiokbkahk abs Hotbeb, Stobo Uanae -fMing pAge 158 



yGoot^le 



r Ti>EKr.-.vv::s 
F'JBLIC L1L.;;..,Y 



yGooi^k 



Stooa Ciide. Kan tl tet n "rff*!!! CMmits. 



yGooi^k 



®ur ancestors anb tbelr Cbuvcbes. 



Druldical Temple, Sheriff Muir, Stobo, Peeblesshire. 



I.-STOBO- 



" gdogonti ga&««orum. " 
"To MoooN, Gor> of thb Uaueni," in the 
inscriptiun graven on an Altar of sUine 
discovered, embedded in the baoka of the 
river Heed in 1607. This Mogon wna the 
ancient Deity worehipped by the prehistoric 
ancestora of PeebleBshire in their Cult of 
pantheistio Nature -worship. One of their 
principal Templee was situated in the middle 
of that plain, in the parish of Stobo, called 
at a later date the Sheriff Muir. Two Mnno- 
liths remain to the present day a$ the Boie 
relio of a loi^ Stone Ciroie and avenue 
of Columns wherein the Druids, aa their 
high prieate were called, celebrated the 
mysteries and performed the sacrifices of 
this Natural Religion. Caerdon and tvrin 
Meldoni Penvalla, Trahenna and Scrape, 
formed a mighty rampart of mountain and 
cliff around this myaterious plain, and by 
the wan light of the full moon looked down 

OIT K1TB8 UNHumOKABLI. 

Buman aacrificee were offered up within that 
blood. stained Shrine; and the shrieks of the 
Tioiima were irafted on the bosoms of Tweed 
and Lyne and Manor. On the Stone of the 
Sun the Beltane sacrifice* of the Firat of May 



were carried on, and the Stone of the 
Cymbals served to deaden the wnils of the 
captives Sainhainn (later Bailowe'en), and 
Tule (later Chrietmiis), witnessed repetitions 
of the sacrificial on^iee, when betwiit the 
double fires kindled on the plain, the families 
of the Cymric tribes were made to pass in 
order to propitiate the Sun-Qod. 

Bub their worship was not wholly con- 
nected with the dr^kdful and the suffering 
'' Veneratorea lapidum, ezcolentes sacra fon- 
tium admonemus." 'Ihus the Conncil of 
Tours at a lat^ date admonished the Britone 
as worshippen of stones and sacred fountains, 
(a.u. 567). Those Cadeni or wood -dwellers, 
kin to the Cymri of Wales and' Cornwall, 
have left their traces in Peeblesshire to this 
day. A fntgmentarv Stone Circle may be 
seen close to the Hill at Stobo; and a maasive 
Altar-ttone stands by the roadside in the 
upper part of the parish. A single Standing 
atone at Tweederauir is marked in the Ord- 
nance Maps as the sole remains of a Druid- 
ical Temple; and at Kiikurd a small but 
complete Stone Circle may be seen standing 
near the Manse. Such are some of the 
Relics and Monuments of the Old Faith in 
Stobo and neighbouring parishes, which anr- 
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STObO CHURCH— fitmum CaiJioUe. 



Tive side bj side with the Churches and 
OhristUn aymbolB of the Neir Faith tb»t 
dispUoed the Old. Nicholas the Proto- 
Martyr of Peebles m»y have pTodaimod the 
Oospel beaide them. Ninua poBsihly; Een- 
tigem and Cuthbert atmoat ctrtaiaty did do 
90; and Mungo's Well in Hunjro'B field on 
the farm of i^ter Happreir, in the parish 
of Stobu, niaterinliae the memory of beloved 
Eeatiaem. He was pre-eminently the 
Apostle to the Britons of Peebleeshire. 
Onuicbes in the County bear his name to 
this daj. He it was who converted Merlin, 
Prophet Mid Bard of the Old Faith, pi'ssibly 
at that veiy Altar-st«ne still standing in 
Shibo parish. Visionary and mythicu aa 
many of those names have become, there is 
no donbt that they were borne by real 
persona, zealous in preaching the New Faith 
to the heathen skin-clothed inhabitants of the 
South of Scotland; and it is in the parish of 
Stobo that linger longest and moat plentifully 
the place-names, the le^nds, the relics, and 
the poetry of the Cymno peoples evangelised 
by thoee early Missionaries. There are 
Etymoli%iats even who maintain that the 
term Auld Eiik, or as pronounced by the 
Soot, " Aulkiik," means "The Stone Circle," 
(Circle pronounced hard), and it is derived 
from the Stone Circles utdlised for Christian 
Torship by those early Aposttee : — 

Amid ihe giuxy lilence of the hills, 
Eavitoned in a verdint toUtude, 

Whose rpodoni majeity the beieg Ihritli 
And caili upon the loul heotilude. 

Are found Ihoce ancient ifarine* of mge* rude. 
O could the ghoiti that luumt thrie Kcnei 

What foreei formed them 'miil the hardihood 

And borbuiini of tee* pMI. and »h«re 
Their lecrel with ■nankind, — Che modern heir 

And quMtioning child of these pnmeval liret. 
The pitying hilU that ki^ithe anire air, 

That viewrd the kindling of the Pisan fiiei 
At Hallowe'en and Beltane might ihe tccret 
Mil :- 

Alai t Iheir adamantine breasts tafegnard 
Ihe ipelt. 

STOBO is an ancient parish in Peebles- 
ehii«, situated principally along the 
north bank of the river Tweed, its Church 
b«i^ BlH)ut sii miles dixtAnt from the town 
of Peebles. Formerly the parish wa^ of 
vei^ large extent, and included within it« 
limita the more modem parishes of Lyne, 
Broughton, DrummelzieT, Tweedsmuir. and 
Dawyck. and perhaps also Glenholm. These 
vere known of old as the Pendicles or Ticsr- 
•gea of Stobo. ^ft«r the Protestant Re- 
formation of 1600 they hod Beadara or 
Xzhorters serving their Cores between 1667 
and 1674. Lyne and Glenholm had both been 
eroct«d into parishsA previons to the Reform- 
ation, and bnth sppeor in the Roll of Bsia- 
mund. Baiamund de Yicci had been sent 
from Rome to tiu* oountiy in the year 1275 



to collect the tenth part of all eocleaiastical 
Beaefioes towards the eipenses of what 
proved to be the last of the Crusades. A 
new Valuation Roll -me aocordinEly drawn 
up at this time, and in it the Reotot; of 
Stobo is SMes&ed in £26 13b. 4d., and its 
Vicarage in £6 13s. 4d.; as these aums re- 
prenent tentha, it follows that the annual 
ino>me was ten times as muoh; Btoho being 
the most highly tHsed parish in the County, 
far exceeding Peeblea. Cntil the middle of 
the seventeenth century, Tweedsmuir bore 
the nameof Upper Drumtnelzler.Drummekiet 
proper being styled Lower !>rummelEieT The 
district i<i hct embraced the whole valley of 
Tweed down to the point where the river 
I^ne joins the I'weed. The great antiquity 
of the Uother-Cburch of Stobo, or Plebania, 
as it was called, in apparent from the number 
and distance of its dei>eDdent Chapels. 

In the year 1 1 16 in the Inquest commanded 
by David, Prince of Cumbria from the 
^ders and Sages of Cumbria, it was declared 
that Stobo belonged to the See of Qls«gow 
in the time of Kentigem the Apostle of the 
district, who died in die year 603. In 1170 
Stobo Church was confirmed to Bishop 
Engeham along with the other Churches of 



contributed towards the ezpenses of tho 
Bishop's household. In 1174 both Stobo 
Cburco and manor were confirmed to the 
snccesBora of St. Kentigem by the same 
Pope; again in 1181 b; Pope Lacius III; in 
1186 by Pope Urban III; and in 1216 by 
Pope HononouB IIT. At a very early period 
one of the rural Deans of the Diocese of 
Glasgow was usually appointed to the Bene- 
fice of Stobo: -thus Peter the Dean of Stobo 
appears as witness \x> Charters of the Bishops 
ofGla^ow between 1176 and 1109. Prob- 
ably he is the same na Peter, the Dean of 
Clud«Kdale, who at the same period witneasea 
other Cliart«rs of the siitiB Bishops: the 
Deaneries of Stobo, Peebles, and Lanark or 
Clydesdale being probably held by one 
person in that age, as they certainly were in 
the next century. Peter, the Dean of Stobo, 
held the lands of Corroo in Lesmahago from 
the Abbey of Kelso, and he transmitted them 
to his son David, whom the monks received 
as his heir between 1 180 and 1203. Between 
1802 and 1307 Gregorr the Parson of 
St-ibo is recorded; and between 1206 and 
1214 Richard the Parson of Slobo is found; 
in 12<W ocouis William, Rector of the Church 
of Stobo; and in 1268 Yvan, the Virar of 
Stobo is found. In 1275 an ecclesiastic of 
the same name occurs as rural Dean of 
Peebles and Iianark, who dates his Citations 
from Stobo; and in 1296 Michael of Dundee, 
Parson of the Church of Stobo in the Shire 
of Peebles, swoie fealty to King Edward I of 
England. 
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STOBO CtiVROB— Soman Calholie 



It ms probably at the very fint institution 
of Canons after the Bestontion of the 
Biahopric of Glai^nw in the beginning of the 
12th century th«t the Church of Stobo wm 
erected into a Prebend of the Cathedral of 
et. Kentigem at GlaBgoir. A Prabend is 
the stipend f^nted to a Canon out of the 
estate of a Cathedral. In 1216 the AdTowson 
or Right of Presentation of the Prebend of 
Stobo ms confirmed to the Bishop of 
Glasgow \>y Pope Honorioua III. And in 
1319 during a vacancy in the See of Glasgow, 
Sing Edward II of England claiming to he 
oretTord of Scotland demanded to eieroise 
this right of Patronage in the alisence of a 
Bishop. The Benefice of 8tol>o oontinned 
to be thus appropriated hy the Cathedral of 
Olugow until the Protestant Beformation in 
1560, the Cure of souls being served by a 
"Vicar resident in the I'uish. The Tioar or 
Bubstitute had to content himself with the 
smaller teinda or tithes, the lariier teinds 
going to the Rector who was Canon of the 
Cathedral. 

In the beginning of the 16th oentnry, a 
question aroee l>etween Bishop William of 
Olangow and Master Thomas Stewart, Pre- 
bendary of Stobo as to the Right of Pres- 
entition to the Vio«r««e of Stobo. The 
Bub-Dean and Chaplei of Glasgow by a Deed 
dated <in the eve of Whitsunday 14S6 found 
and decl&red that the full Collation (tYiat is, 
Institution following Presentation) had be- 
longed to the Bishops of Glasgow firom time 
immemorial. They also decided that Sir 
Andrew Hoinlyn the vicar that Ust was. 



Joilation of the BisLop. In 1« 
Prebend of Stobo was taxed in the sum of £6 
for the veatmonts of the Cathedral. About 
the year 1433 the Prebendary was required 
to pay twelve marks annually to his StalUr 
or vioar Chornl in Glasgow Cathedral. This 
official occupied the St^ in the Choir of the 
Cathedral during the absences of the Rector 
at his puish of Stobo. And in 1501-6, at 
the visitation of the Chapter, the Prebendary 
of Stobo was censured because during the 
tine of Service in the CathednJ be often 
went out and came into the Choir. 

On the 17th of January 1462, Stobo onmsa 
into touch with Peebles. For on that day 
when the Court toee, the Bailies of Peebles 

Ctued along with Sir Andrew Toong, to his 
nd lying in the West end of the Bnigh on 
the North Row, and out of that land Sir 
Andrew resigned five shillinjfs annually Into 
the hands of one of the Bailies. The Bailie 
on his part chsryed the town Sergeant to 
give poBsesuon of the annual sura for the 
Service of Our Lady (the Virgin Han} to be 
eelebrated perpetually in Saint Huogo's 
Kirk of StoDo at Our Ladv's AltAr in the 
Mid Kirk. This AltAr stood within a chapel 
(now minoua) on the Korth side of Htobo 



Church, fragments uf which possess great 
interest. It must be temembered that this 
^eement was made in Peebles, and in order 
to symbolise it by means iif something that 
all could see and remember, a penny was 
taken (as representing part of the five 
shillinijs) and was laid within the hand of 
Our Lady Saint Mary jiainted on paper; and 
thus gave possession of the five shillinin 
perpetually out of the foresaid lands. This 
IS an early example of a pious ancestor 
endowing the Church of Stobo. This 
Ohurch is a mo^t ancient building, probably 
eight hundred years old in its most ancient 
portion. Its Font was in existence at the 
end of the eighteenth century, but cannot 
now be traced. The present writer, along 
with the Minister, the Rev. J. R. Cruick- 
shank, examined what purported to be the 
font, lying in the steading at Easter Dswyck 
across the Tweed, but came to the conclusion 
that it wsd a mortar for grinding com. The 
Church stands on the banks of the East 
Town Bum, but possibly in the 13th century 
the village stood on the banks of the West 
Town Bum, which was then called by the 
Cymric name of Polten-Btobbo. 

1473. A Fakods Ghckohiun of ^tobo — 
Sib John Rbio. On this date oocurs the 
earliest mention of one whoss name travelled 



Kings, who was one of the poets ot Scotland; 
who, moreover, is associate with the man 
who introduced the art of printing into 
Scotland. Such was Sir John Reid, called 
in his own day, " the gude gentle Stobo." 
In this year he received two aeporste sums 
each of £6. On March 26, 1474 (old new 
Tear's Day), King James III granted a 
pension of £20 annually to "John Reid alias 
Stobo" in consideration of his services 
" rendered to our late progenitor and us, in 
writing our letters sent to our most holy 
father the Pope, the sundry Kings, prinoea, 
and magnates beyond our kingdom, and bis 
eipenaes in uarchment, paper, red and white 
wax. and otner costs incurred for the said 
letters and fceign writings." 148B, October 

6. to Stobo when he passed to the lost day of 
truce £6. I48S, December, to Stobo and 
John White for writing letters 36b. 1488, 
Januoi^ 22, King James IV a few months 
after his ooceseioL renewed the pension, pay- 
ment of which con be traoed until the year 
ISOfi. In 1489 (here is a payment of ten 
merks "to Stobo for a boive the King 
bought from him." Between 1488 and ]4bT 
"John Reid, olios Stubo, witnaoses three 
Charters, and is designed ot the time, 
"leetorof Kirk Christ?* 1491, Decembw 

7, to Stobo to paaa to Berwidk to the day of 
tfDoa £4. In 1492 £10 is p^ " to Stobo for 
o ring ond dtaiu the King took from him." 
la U9i o sum of £6 13b. 4d. ts poid "forflva 
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ella of Rouen tuQiie (a kind uf cloth) to Slobo 
by H precrpt of the King." 149* U> Stobo 
and Chepman £2a 1496, to Stobo nnd Wat 
ChepuiHD for tlieir labours in letter writing 
the time the King pasBtd in Enjsland, £10. 
1497, May 27, at the King's command given 
to Stobo that tiinu he wrote many proclama- 
tion*, 188. 3d' In 1501, FeUruair 2.^, Stobo 
receivoB a shilling; on April 28 "Sto'io's 
maiden" who brought capons to the Kici£ re- 
oeives 148; and on May 2, and aijain on June 
U, tho maiden receives a siiiiihir sum for 
brinKing cajiona to the King wlien staying at 
PeeblsH. In 1502. Stobo by the Kiiia'a 
command receives £7 8a. U^ buy a gown, and 
on the 5th of the same month ^8s. forasUine, 
probably a gem. 1503, September 6, Stobo 
by the King'B command receives £7 again for 
a gown. In 1504, July 14. Stobo receive.-) 
428. On October 15, St^bo is ordered 45«. 
"to cause feed the capons." And on the 
following January (1504-5) £7 by the .King's 
command. 

Finally 1507 there wbb published by the 
Court Pcwt, William Dunbar, an Elegy called 
The Lament tor the Maknrs (poets). One of 
the verses runs thus: — 



" And Death has ta'«n lait o' a' 
Gude Gentie Slobo and Quintin 
On whom all wicbts h«vp pit» ! 



Sba»', 



Timor mortis eonlaThat • 
(The Lament for Ibe Makars, William Dunbar.) 
And thus passes out of this life and into 
history the celebrated churchmin, courtier, 
secretary, poet, and possibly printer, the 
Rev. John Reid. 

The Sfiiril of the Makar never di«, 

But incainates again succeeding Secia; 
And these with age-long wisdom grow more 



I sufficed 



3 blot 



Thy recoru from below the starry spher . 

O, " gude and gentle SH'bo," &moui Scot, 
Friend of Dunbar; thrice happy was thy lot,— 
Gcnilc in kirkcrafc, good when much wai bad. 
Loyal lo ihy king; ihou livtdst in this sweet 
■pot, 
From Monaicbi, Makars, humble folks, love 
had 
And in the Minister who servej to-day hi« 
fellowmen 
We«ee "the gadeand gentle Stdbo" come 

In the Valuation Roll of Bumund, which 
luts been referred to previously, tho Rootory 
of Stobo was valued at £266 13b. 4d. ; in the 
Bock of the Taxation of the Soottish Chnrch, 
at £226 12s. 6d.; and in the Little Book of 
tiie Tautions of the Kingdom of Sootlssd at 
£160 13b. 4d, At the Reformation of 1060 
the person, John Oolquhoon, returned ths 
fruits of the Benefice at eighteen chaldais, 
thirtMn bolb, and two Giloto. (A ctwldu 



contained 16 b'dli; a boll weighed llO 
pounds avoir; and a boll contained 4 Brlotx.) 
There were also three hundred lambs, and 
twenty stones of wool derived from DbkU' 
town, Easter Happrew, Wester Happrew. 
Deuran, Broughton Mains, Hent Brae, Little 
Bope, Burnt^tland, Langlandhill, Stark&eld. 
Shield liauk, CloverhiU. Great lletland, 
Drummelzier and Dawyck. Of the com 
teinds or tithes, the Rector stated that there 
was ' ' waste, and by thieves not paid,— three 
chalders and four bolls." Regarding the 
Vicarage of Stobo ; — in Baimund'a Ri-U it 
was taxed at £66 I3s. 4d.; and in the Tax- 
ation of the Church of Scotland at £56. 
In a Iteport of the year 1561 it was declared 
to be as follows : — Forty bolb of meal in 
Tweedsmuir within the pendicle of Drum- 
melzier and jurisdiction of Globo; a forty- 
shilling land of Old Extent with fifty soums 
of graas; (a soum would pasture one cow, or 
five sheep.) a certain teind yielding five 
merks annually; twenty -two stones of cheese; 
five st«nee and a half of butter, and £22 
16s. 8d. nii-aey. The whole was let appar- 
ently for £00, Tho Bishop's menaal manor 
of Stubo seems to havu been of no greit fize, 
even in the beginning of the 13th century 
when compared with the eccles'astioal great- 
ness of the parish; it did not include Hap- 
prew.nor Broughton, nor any oF the pendicles 
ttobo Tho whole Barony, even at the Re- 
formation of 1560, yielded only £107 in 
money; forty bolls of kain bear at lOs. the 
boll; and forty kain wedders at four shillings 
each. (Kain means payment in kind.) 

The possession of the manor was the cause 
of reputed cont«sts between the Church and 
the Lay Barons of Tweeddale. Between 
1208 and 1214, William the son of Geoffrey, 
lord of the neighbouring manor of Orde, 
(Kitkurd), at ths instance of his Overlord, 
Sir Riibert of London. s:<n of King William 
the Lion, renounced in favour of the See of 
Glasgow the lands of Stobohope as hounded 
by the Hilltop, which lioth he am) his Over- 
lord had wrongly and unjustly occupied and 
kept from the time of Florence tho elect of 
Gla^ow (1302-1207). to the time of Walter 
the Bishop that then was (1208). Th» 
Biahop in return for this quit-claim gave to 
the lord of Orde, Right of Common Pasture in 
the disputed ground during his lifetime fre» 
of any service. It was probably about thia 
period that the following interoiting reoord 
of the bounds of the manor was inscribed in 
the Roister of ihe See of Glasgow : — 

"These are the right Marches between 
Stobo and Hoperewe and Orde:— From the 
fall of the Burn of Pottcmam, (Elasttowa 
Bum) into Twede, to the head of the said 
Burn; and thence along the hill-top to 
Ordeahope (tadynrd); and from Oidssnopa 
bythe hiU-top to the head of Poltenatobbeh 
(Westtown Burn); and horn the beftd of 
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Altar Stone, Stobo. 

Hard by tbi* monolithic >ltar-stone 
Merlin Ihe uge met laintly Kentigent, . 
Andcommuned, 'Death the Druid oaks of Qiledon, 
The mysleries of the New Faith come to learn, — 
Baid of the golden toiqnes of Vaitigero, — 
From the tangled scrub emerged Liiloken, — 
Bunt through Itie golden gorse and msset fem, 
Slreiched forth to take the Holy Symbol broken. 
Paused at the Apostle's warning ipoken, — 
" If thou the Chrisiion's Creed can full believe. 
Who then am I to keep the Holy Token ? 
From off this altar thou thyself receive." 
'Twas thus ihe Old Faith's heathen Bud, from 

Cymric lands. 
With Kentieero, who met Columba, here joined 



Polteostobbeh by the hill-top to Glemub- 
suirles; and so by the bill top between 
Glemubsuirles to the Burn of Olenkeht 

SIuirbnrD) and so downwnrds sh that Burn 
Ub itito the Bigre. These are the names 
of the witnessesof the Marches afore written: 
— Sir Adam the son of Gilbert; Sir Milo 
Comeht; Sir Adam the son of Edolf; John 
Ker the hunter of Swhynhope; Gillemihhel 
Ques-Chutbrit at Tiefqtier; Patrick of Hope- 
keliov; Mibhyc Brunberd at Cornikea; 
Uihhji) the son of Edred at Stobboj 
Christin the hermit of Kyngeldores; Cos- 
Patric the hermit of Eylbeuhoc; Padin the 
Bon of Kercsu at Corrnkefl; Gillemor the son 
of Kercau at Corrukea; Cristin Gennan the 
Serjeant at Trefquer; Gylcolm the smith at 
Pebles; Gflmihael the son of Bridoc at 
Kyitgeldures; Gylia the son of Buht ^ 



Dunmedler; Gillecrist the son of Dimiel at 
Glenwhym; Matthew, James and John the 
Bona of Cos-Hungc the m-ieetiit Edoluestone; 
Co8-Patric Romefare; BAnduU uf Meggete; 
Adam do Seles the clerk; Gillecryst the soD 
of Uuttyng at CuTTokes; Gilbert the parsoD 
of Kylbeuhhoc; Gylmor Hund at Dauwio; 
Hihhyn the stewud of Dauwic; Dudyn of 
Brouhtune; Pstric the son of OoBWide at 
Stobbo; Adiun and Oosouold the sons of 
Huryn at Oliver's Castle. 

Regarding the preceding interesting docu- 
ment, Professor Veitch remarks that its main 
interest attaches to the names of the wit- 
nesses, to their nationality, and to their 
places of residence. Baxon names appar- 
enil; Dreponderate, over the others : — 
John Ker the hunter lived iti his fort of 
Caersman at Soonhope. Ket«au is also 
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sppsreatly CTinrio. EttoU was probably th« 
Terr Kdulphus eon of Utrid, to whom 
Bioliard de Horville, Bigh ConBtAl)le of 
ScotUnd gave before 1189 GiUemoreBtwn 
Anciently Penjacoti now Eddteaton, a pro- 
yerty which Hoieville merely rented »om 
the Bishop of Olasgow. Cosmungo the priest 
of Eddleatune suggests memorieB of St. 
Hungo. Be wm the father of three aoos 
whom he was not ashamed to own publicly, 
seeing that the early practice of clerii»l 
marrit^fe lingered lose in Scotland. Not« 
Adam and Cosouold the sons of Hnryn at 
Oliver Gastle; these might even be Frieels or 
Frasers. JSike also the namee of the two 
Hermits — Chriatinus and Ooapatrick, at 
Kingledoors and Kilbucho respectively. 
Quesohntbrit ie a puzzle, unless Cuth'bert 
lies crypdc here. Unmberd is Brown Beard. 
Oeiman is unknown. Bomefare is one who 
liad fared to Rome. OiJroor seems to bav« 
been keeper of the hounds at Dawycli; and 
Hihhyn is the Steward also at Dawyck. 
Many of the n&mes of places may be recog- 
nieed: — Oomeht is unknown; but there ore 
Boonhope, Traquoir, Hupe-KailEie, Corrukes 
is The Crook; then follow Stobo, Kin^e- 
doors, Kilbucho, Peebles, DniramelEier, 
Glenholm, Elddlestone, H^gat, Dawyck, 
BroughtoD, Oliver Oastle. 
Id 132S a Decision affecting the manor was 

Sen; — The possession of the manor was in 
puts between Bishop Walter towards the 
close of his long Bishopric, and Jordan of 
CuRokes. The matter was carried before 
the Apostolic See; and was remitted ttieooe 
to the Bishop nf Rt. Andrews, the Arch- 
deacon of Lothian aod the AivdideacoB at 
St. Andrews. The; found that the llishop 
of Gk^^ow should pay £100 to the lord at 
Cnrrokea. who on his part was to pve op all 
the writs which he had regarduig tJie Und, 
reaigning the same by staff and oaton, and 
quit claimiug it for ever, to St. Eentigem 
and the Church of Ola^;ow. 

In the same year King Alexander II con- 
firmed this sentence. And in 1225 King 
Alexander II renounced in favour of the See 
of Glasgi'W all claim to certain men of 
Stobliowp, whom Adam tha son of Gilbert 
had quit claimed to Bishop Walter and hia 
■uocesaoTH, viz., OHIemil the sun of Bowain, 
and his son GilUmor, and Itiu, and Qilly* 
the son of Bldred. 

b 1233 the poMesnon of Stobo 



ftin disputed with lbs Ctnireh when Mariot 
lettets, took Siabop WiHiMn before fo 



^dai 



lughter of ^^amiiBi, by the Kini 



Oflhert PiaMT, Shenff of IWaqtmir. Xhe 
oMMion wu settled ity Umriot ranoiVoiMg 
Mr-dains^ in coaaid«ratioa of a myment of 
twi JMsfca annuab to bs fiaad irom the 
Biahvipla uanw of KaulMrtoo hf the Itaaida 
tt hia -Chamhslain bo heraeU during ha 
Ii(«ti>ne, and to her heirs after her deoeaae. 



At the same time Kugene, son of AntalHtl, 
another daughter of Samuel, renounced any 
claim that he might have to the manor in 
fovour of St. Kentigem and the Church of 
Glasgow. In 1369, 1482, and 14B6 Stobo 
appears as one of the Baronies of the 
Bishopric. In 1489-90 it was erected by 
King James IV along with Edilstoun into a 
free Regality in favour of Bishop Robert and 
hia sucoessore. Certain farms retained in 
the eighteenth century the name of the 
nineteen towns of Stobo. 

The Chapelries of Stobo were five in 
number — Lyne, Broughton, Eingledoon, 
Dawic, Drummelsier. Between 1189 and 
1209 the advowaon (right of Presentation) of 
I^ne was disputed between Or^^ry, the 
pusoD of Stobo. and Robert of Lyne, son of 
David of Lyne and Waldeva his uncle. 
John, Bishop of Witheme, to whom tha 
case was remitted by the Apoetolic Sea 
decided against the lay claimants, who 
thereupon renounoed all right to Lyne in 
favour of the Bishop of Glasgow, patron of 
the Mother Church, and the parson of 
Stobo. 

St. Kbktioxbn Cokverts Mbblin. 

John of ForduQ, or one of his Contioua- 
lors, relates how Saint Kentigern was one 
dny surprised in his solitude by the appar- 
ition of a wild and naked savage called 
lAilokeu, who being adjured by the Bishop 
to Bay who Mid what he was, replied that he 
wa^ a Christian, though most unworthy <rf 
the til^; that he was ol old a bard in ttie 
Court (^ King Vsrtigem, where he was 
known by the name of Merlin; and that ha 
was BOW living a houseless wanderer amoiig 
the bensta of the 'field in penance for his 
grievous sins; for he it was who caused the 
aaughter of all who died on the fatal field of 
strife between the Lidel and Carirsnolow, 
Saint Eentigem having received his coo^ 
fession, admitted him to the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and dismisMd him with hia blaaaing. 
But on the same day. as he himself (hod 
foretold, he met lis death; certain ahepherds 
of Meldred a Chief of the country set upon 
him witl stones and staves, and stumbUng 
in his agony he fell from a high bank of the 
Tweed near the town of Drummelsiar upon a 
sharp stake which the fishers had plaoed in 
the water, which pierced his body throu^ 
and through. 

The grave of Merlin ia shown to this dv 
DOST an aged Tbom-tiee mb Drununelaier 
Haugh, just at the spot where Dnimmekiar 
Barn «r PowsoU flows into the Tweed. A 
lacge monolithic taUe-«ta&e by the roadmds 
in the Dpper pWt of Stobo pariah, oonfeia 
AUuatone on the >djaoant farm. 



Altw «t which Iterlin waa admitted into tba 
Ohristian Uhnroh by Kent^ero. Profeaaor 
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Teitoh has eodesvoored to nimTel tha 
inyjterT of Merlin; he ooowdera th&t there 
wore probably two Merlins, diBtiDguished the 
ewlier as Am orosius, the Utter ob CaJedonius, 
ragarding both of whoin coafosioD has arisen 
in the legends aad folklore of the period. 
Th« subject has been treated poetdcally by 
him in his work, " Merlin, and other 

The ancient CfauTcfa of Stobo was dedicated 
to Saint Eentigem irho either peraonall;, or 
hy his apoetlea avaageliaed the whole diatriot 
Tery early. 

In 1116 when David, Prince of Oambria, 
made the famous Inquisition among the 
EldeiB of Cambria aa to the ancient possees- 
ions of the Church ut Kenfngem, it was 
found that Stobo had been one of the num- 
ber. 

In the ealamitious times of the War of In- 
dependence, OS Mr Denwick points oat, 
Bishop Wischard of Glasgow took th* 
patri<^ aide; the oonaequenoe being the 

Ciralysifl of his power in the Diooeae, and the 
jing of the oountrr temporarily under 
the heel of the EuRliah King, Edward I. It 
was then in 1296 that a parson of Stobo took 
the oath of fealty to tbat King, In 1298 
King Edward bestowed various Scottiah 
Benefices on English Clergymen, among them 
being John de Wynton, to Stobo. In August 
1299, the Bishop of St. Andrews, one of 
ttie three Ghiardians of Sootland, was resid- 
ing at Stobo. 

Between 1302-4, an Kwount of Uie rerennea 
at the forfeited lands aonth of Uie Forth, 
xendered by one trf Ifdwaid's Officials reeonb 
th* receipts of £10 from the farm of tha villa 
of Stobo and Dreva, which belonged to tha 
rebd Biahop of Glasgow; and 46e 8d from 
^e farm of the Bishop's Hill of Stobo. In 
1606 on the Sth of June a notarial Inatru- 
ment declares that the Archbishop appeared 
in die Chapter of Glasgow and stated his 
winingness to erect and annex oertsin Vicar- 
t^^ including Stobo to his Oollc^ of Glas- 

Ib tlte fallowing year another Inatzwment 
dated Jose S8, narrates the actoal ereotton 
and annexation of ttie Ticarsffes by tbe 
AreUnshop; Oa Oh^iter andeitiAiiv to 
oUaio ConfliBiatiaD fnna the Pope aa socm 
asposriUe. 

■ U23 a vaeaa^y oooarred, when Arob- 
p Betonn pveeeated to the Office John 
,UKHtB( who thereupon ttwninated 
ProoHaton to obtoia possession of the Vicu- 
affi, and to defeoa him thereis when 
inlz«duoed At thie tintethe Prabendaijror 
PaNOB of Stobo was Mr Adam Colfahono, 
who may have baen a ralative ot tM rDral 
Tioar. And he in tbe samef«arq>i»(ivedaf 
tbe Election and Preeentation granted by the 
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admitted him to the said Office. Mention 
has been already made of a certain land in 
Peebles paying five shillings annually to St. 
Uary'a Altar in Stobo Church. This ia the 
property to the north of Peebles poet office 
in the Northitate. About two yeen aftMV 
vrarda, Sir Andrew Young resigned his 
property to Sir William Fulop the newly- 
appointed Ohtplain of the neighbonrinff 
ClMpel of the Virgin Hary at the west en4 
of High Htieet, Peebles; but the Bights of 
the Altar in Stobo Kirk ware reserved — 
" the said land paying yearly to Our Lady 
Service of the Cbapsl (St. Hory'a, Peebles) 
two ehillinae annually; and to Our I^dy 
Altsr and Her Service in Stobo Kirk five 
shillings itnnually." 

In the year 1550 September 23, Mr John 
Colquhoune is styled Commissar of the 
Oommissory Court of Stobo. In 16S1 on tbe 
16th of August Andrew Ronno renounced to 
John Nycholl all rwht to an oxgato of land 
in tbe Hall Bow (Ibrrow) within the Barony 
of Stobo. Thereafter Bonno ratified tha 
sale of the oxgato to Patrick Mathesone and 
his spouse in these words: — "I give my 
kindneas of the oigaog of land sold by me 
before to John Nychcul, to Patrick ^the- 
sone and his spouse as freely aa ever it was 
mine, with Clod's Benison." This is mso- 
ticmed here becawe Stobo Barony is the only 
estato mentoned in the Rental Books of tha 
An^bishi^ of Glaagow in which the 
holdings are reckoned by ozgatea. An 
oxf[ait measuiad from fifteen to twenty acres, 
bang about as muob as mi ox oonld plongfc 
in a year. 

In 1654, Aognst SI, rafarenoa ia made in 
a Charter to the lands and buildings of the 
Eteotor of Stobo, as lyingin the Northg4it of 
Peebles, to tha north of Udiar'a Wynd. The 
Bactor of I^na hsd also posaeasad a property 
in the same locality wiuch be conveyed ce 
the Burgh in IMS, on which Peebles Pest 
Office now stands. After the Beformation of 
ISeO tbe Banny of Stobo oontiBited to be 
administered for a few yeats by Aieblnsbep 
Beaten or his repcesentativesi bnt with the 
BastoratMB ot tbe Episoiqisl clement into 
Obotcb aSain, tbe new Order of Ardt- 
iHsbope was fotwd exeroiaiBe t)ba function 
of thwr pgadeeoMoiB with rwud to Cbur^ 
mopaity, as Mr Benwiok aGewH(wheB the 
Obuwb had become Protestant) —In M»y, 
1(77, James Boy*^ AnUusbap of Glasgow, 
for saros ^ money paid towaroa the r^iH»- 
taon ot tbe MetropoUtaii C%aroh and susten- 
tetien »f his episoopel See with ooosent of 
tbe OaiMNtB, Biao and Chapter of Qlaaoow, 
vaoted id lea farms to James, Earl <i 
Slorton, the lands aod Barony of Stobo, 
with the Hill; the landi of Drers, tbe landa 
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knd Barony of Eddlestoun, &c., for the 
yearly payment to the Archbishop for Stobo 
and Dreva, of 43 bolla barley, and 172 kaia 
fowls. 1 his was confinned by the King on 
the 7th Ootobor 1577. 

1654-6, March 5. Thomas Alexander in 
Happrew, procurator and in name of Sir 
Minian Douglas, Vicur of Stoho, declared 
that he caused John Carmichael royal raea- 
senger, to procl^itn two protections under 
the testimony of the great seal at the market 
Oro-s of Peebles. Done at the market Cross 
et the time of niarliet about eleven a.m. 

1555, April 22. The Reiiister of the TsHt- 
amentn within the jurisdiction of Htobo was 
produced in the Bui^h Court of Peebles on 
this date, but are not now to be found 

1555.6, January 30. Eubert Douglas pro- 
duced Bulls, or letters, of provision and 
Srocess. of the perpetual vicarat;o of the 
ariah Church of Stobo, within the diocese 
of Glasgow, by resignation of the said 
perpetual vicar previouily made, in the 
hands of the late most holy father in Christ 
Julins III by Divine Providence, Pope, by 
Sir Ninian Douglas last vicar of the said 
vicaraije, and now granted by the most 
reverend father Paul, by Divine Providence, 
Pope, to the said Robert Douylas; hIbo by 
letters ordinary by James, Archbishop of 
Glasgow. Douglna was thereupon given 
possession of the vicarage of the parish of St. 
Kentigem of Stobo, " per ingreSBUm et 
tactum oatii, fontis, libri et Omamentorum 
magni altaris. et princijialrs mansionis." 
Done in the Church 10 a.m. (by entering and 
touching the door, font, books and ornaments 
of the Great Altar and of the principal manse. 
Witness:— Sir Thomas Neilson, chaplain and 
curate of Stobo, etc. 

1556-6, January 30. Sir Thomas Neilson 
protested that the institution made of the 
vicarage of Stobo, should not be in prejudice 
of his pension of the said Ticamge given to 
him by Sir Ninian Douglas pr^eceseor of 
the said Robert Douglas. 

1660, July 14. 
What HAS BSCOUB ov THK Silvbb Chalici? 

Sir Thomas Neilson, curate of Stobo, with 
consent and assent of the parishioners of 
Sbibo assembled for ho.vring Divine Service 
delivered to Adam Tweedie in Dreva a silver 
Chalice gilt with gold, weighing sixteen 
ouncefi, extendiw{ to the sum of twenty-four 
merks Scots, by the valuation of the pariah- 
ioners, obliging him and his heim to restore 
and return the said Chalice for ever to 
remain for Service to be done at the High 
AJt«r of St. Kentigem in Stobo, as it was 
wont to remain before the preaent day, if in 
time coming, Masses and IHvine Service are 
celebrated in the usual manner an they were 
before. 



On the other part, the said Adam Tweedie 
in Dreva, binds himself, his heirs and 
assignees, to pay to the fabric of the said 
Church for the reparation and building 
thereof, the said twenty-four merks money 
for the B'lid Chalice when he should be 
required by the parishioners of Stobo, or 
Musters of work of the said Church, together 
with the nacred apparel and holy vestments 
of the Bpid Altar received by him on the said 
day. Done in the Choir of the said Church 
of Stobo at the High Altar about 11 a m. 
WitneBB, Mr John Colquhoun, rector of 
Stobo. etc. 

In the forezoing entry may be s 



the very eve of the Befirmation. The 
Roman Church in Stobo had but one month 
more to exist: and at that date the Curate 
preferred entrusting the sacred treasures of 
his Church into the hands of the notor- 
iouB I'weedie rather than to chuse of the 
Reformers. 

THE RECTOR OF STOBO'S MANSE IN 
GLASGOW. 

1660-1, February 17. Mr John Col<iuhonn, 
Rector of Stobo, bound himself to pay ti> 
Robert Salmoiid, bui^ess of Glasgow, his 
servitor, £10 yearly, as his fee and expense 
fur the repair and upkeep of the walks in his 
yard in the City of Glasgow, and that during 
his Tack of the Orchard, or during the good- 
will and pleasure of ihe Rector. Done in 
the Stall within the Choir of the Church of 
Stobo about 7 p.m. Witnesses — Sir Thomas 
Neilson, Vicar of Stobo, and Fergus Donald- 
son, servitor to the Rector. 

A 8 one of the Canons of Glasgow Cathadial, 
the Rector of Stobo possessed a Manse in 
Glasgow neai the Cathedral. It was situated 
in the Drygait, which was a continuation of 
the Ratounraw, In fact the wliole district 
surrounding the MetropolitAU Church formed 
an ecclesiastical iiuarter occupied by the 
Manses of the Canons and other Clergy erf 
the Cathedml. The Manses of Peebles, and 
of Eiddleston stood not very for from that of 
Stobo. The whole subject has been thor- 
oughly worked out by Mr Thomas Lugton 
in nis work The Old Ludgings of Glasgow. 
Be states that Stobo Manse was a relic of 
great antiquity, a thick-walled edifice that 
some allege must have been about the oldest 
piece of masonry in Glaseow. It had a 
turnpike staircase on the Drygait side, of 
later date. The Manse of Eoglesham 
adjoined it one side. Stobo Manse had the 
appearance of a gloomy tower of great 
strength; there were two great fire^uaces 
within it with carved stone tintele over them. 
A fine Orchard existed behind it, and this 
formed an attraction to certain of the Kings 
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of Scotland irho were wont Kt times to lodge 
in Stobo M»D8e on their visits to Olasgow. 

From Mr Lugton's deecriptiona it seems 
dear that all the Prebendol UanBes in 
Glasgow were built on similar lines. They 
were narrow, rubble-built single biiildinga 
without pasHnges, their rooms extending 
Irom one wall to the other. Borne ivere 
only two BtorejB in height, others two 
storeys and attics; and the highest, three 
storeys and attics. They had round or 
square staircase towers, and the upper floors 
were entered by doors on the stair landings, 
also from doors opening to the wooden 
balconies projected from tnese lowers. The 
towers themselves were dimly lighted by 
slits, portholes, and small square boles 
without glass. All the Hansee htid stone 
seats in their window receesaa. There was 
very little ornament in the form of stone 
mouldiugs, and that of the simplest kind. 
The auartiuents on the Krouod floor were 
vaulted Nearly all of them had cells or 
little chamtiers in the thickness of the walla. 
The outer walls of the larger Manses were 
three feet thick, with the interior dividing 
walls of the same thickness. Little aumbries 
cut in the walls, were placed near the large 
fire-plaoes, aome of wnich were eight feet 
wide between the jsmbs. The original 
windows were ver^ small and square^headed, 
«xcept in a few mstauMS where they had 
pointed heads. On the bare rough intericv 
walla there was no evidence of wood panell- 
tng, although eloth hanfringa may have been 
mad in aome of the Deat rooma Theae 



rooms wrae dimly lij^hted, witli rushes 
strewn on the floors, but having wooden 
balconies whence the inmates could derive 
sunlight and fresh air. 

After the Reformation of 1660 the Pre- 
bendaries either feued their town houses or 
disposed of ihem by regulAr legal oonvey- 
ance; whether they remained Roman Cath- 
olics or conformed to Protestantism, and 
tlieir subsequent hislory has been traced both 
by Mr Renwick and Mr Lugton, down to 
the present day. Stobo Manse remained for 
many years with the Colquhoun family, one 
of whom had been the last Roman Catholie 
Rector of Stobo. A fea duty was payable 
to Glsegow College of £10 Soota, the sam* 
as formerly was paid by Mr Adam Colquhoun 
to the Chaplainty of St, Ann. And there 
was reserved to the King a mid-chamber 
with a stable, and the use of the gardens 
when residing in the Oity. Most of the site 
of this old Manse is now within the prison 
boundary. 

Soiu BiLiOB oT TBI Anoinrz Cbuvm. 

Id the Service of Praise in the Protestant 
Ohnroh of the present day, several melodies 
belonging to the Fre-R^rmation Church 
are st^ sung; they form interesting relics of 
the early Church, with tuneful memories of 
a long past.. Some of these are:— Chant 370 
in The Scottish Psalter, which is from an airof 
the seventh century; Bethany nnmber 61 in 
the old Free Ohurch Hymnal is a Qresforian 
melody; lona, or St. Colomba, is a hymn of 
the early Irish Ohuroh, it is called alao Erio; 
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it was probabty 
Oolumba himself on fona. Other ADcient 
&bs are: — I^ud, Liguria, Hilfto, St. Ambrose 
or TrevM, St. Anselm. St. Benet, and Sanim 
or Shalem. This Ust belong to the foorth 
oentu^. There are ^bo Nioomedia, and 
Veni ImmsDuel, along with others, ifanv 
of the foregoing are sung in the old Churoa 
of Stobo in the present day, aad have echoed 
within these aDcient walls for eight hundred 

A Famous Stobo Ham. 

Before passing:; from these references to 
the medisevsl Church in Stobo, attention 
ought to be directed to one pioraioent man 
born either wit|iin this parish, or at all 
eveate in Upper Tweeddale— Michael Scot 
by name. Between the twu dates 1175 and 
1180 occurs the suppositious period of his 
birth. Iq 1275 Michael Scot and Richard 
Bufus had colonised certain waste lands near 
Peebles. Possibly Scot was educated at 
the famous Qrammiir School of Rozbuigh. 
His name is itasociated with the Cathectal 
School of Durham, also with the UniTeraity 
of Oiiford. At Paris he was acknowledged 
as the supreme Master of Mathematics; it is 
also asserted that he took the degree of 
Doctor of Theology therui probably also he 
proceeded thenca to Bolf^pa, a great centre 
of learning. His chief occupation was found 
at the Court of Frederick II. King of 
Sicily, and later. Emperor of Germany. He 
wrote upon Alchemy, Medicine, and Astron- 
omy. He was permitted to hold a plurality 
of Church Livings; and was appointed Arch- 
bishop of Caabel; but to the surprise of 
everyone Soot declined the appointment, 
being ignorant of the Irish language. In 
the year 1230 he visited both Scotland and 
Kngland, and was received with great honnur. 
Although Sir Walter Scott mentions Uelrose 
as his place of burial this is by no means 
oertain, althoui^b the locality was certainly 
within the Borders. 

A DlBTlNGUISHSO FoKEIGITBK. 

Sometime near the middle of the I6th 
century an event occurred in connection with 
Stobo Church which deserves mention— -viz., 
the Burial in the Church within an elaborate 
Tomb still to be seen, of the remains of a 
distinguished stranger, whose skeleton with 
oroesed hands was discovered in 1863. Five 
ooins were interred along with the body, the 
largest beinit inscribed " Wolf, Bishop of 
ITumbertc." The smallest ooin was one of 
James V of Scotland and Magdalen hia 
Qu«en, struck about the year 1637. The 
letiter W was carved in relief on every stone 
of the aroh of the tomb. An inference may 
be drawn from this, and from the largest of 
th« ooiiu, that the body of Bishop Wolf was 
tiiat which bad been interred there. 
Tbk BBODornra of thk Emu. 

Batoming to the ocmsideration uf the 



Church of Stobo:— In the year 1S60, it had 
become ^in, even to tne Clergy of the 
Itomish Churoh that the duration of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Stobo had aU but 
oome to an end, at least in that age. Refer- 
ence has been made to the disposal of the 
■ilver-gilt Ohalice to Tweedie of Dreva, 
along with the vestments of the Alttira, in 

e*eparation for the coming Reformation of 
eligioQ. The Rector of Stobo had pro- 
miaed to pay his servitor £10 to take care of 
the grounds around his Manse in Glasgow. 
Other preparatinne were no doubt mxde, not 
at present discoverable. Similar proceedings 
but on a larger scale had been taking plaoe 
in the parish of Peebles, and indeed til ovra 
Scotland. The Nobility and the other land- 
lords were casting envious eyes on tbe 
possessions of the Church. The Cleigymen 
on their part were endeiivouriiig to feu and 
otherwise dispose of all they could. A great 
proportion of these Clerics was preparing 
to embrace the new doctrines and the new 
Faith. So the curtain fell upon the Romish 
Church in the pariah of Stobo. For four 
hundred years tne parishioners had wor- 
ahipped according to the Doctrines and 
Bitu-tl of the Romish Church. For five 
hundred years before that, the British 
Church of Kentigem or Mungo had survived 
more or less completely within the parish. 
And for the first six hundred years of the 
Christian era the Pantheistic Mature- worship 
of the Uruids had prevailed, against whion 
Ninian, CuthbertandKent^emlud preached. 
Several Reformations of Religion had thus 
occurred up till the year 1660, in trhich year 
ceased the Worship of the Christian Religion 
according to the Doctrine and authority of 
the Church of Rome. 

1660. BBOiNniHG or thi Rbfokmbd 
Ohusoh AOGoBDitro TO PBOTBSTtirr Fobh. 
On the first day of A ugust 1660 Parliament 
met in Edinburgh. A Petition was presented 
by Barons, Gentlemen and Burgesses praying 
that idolate; be abolished, the Sacraments be 
administered in their original purity; the 
Discipline of the ancient Church be restored; 
the Patrimony usurped by the Pope be 
recovered and utilised for the Upholding of 
the Ministry, the Founding of Schools, and 
support of the poor. Those who had signed 
the Petition were summoned and commanded 
to draw up under plain heads a Summary of 
that Doctrine which they desired Parliament 
to establish within the itealm of Scotland. 
Thus was originated and finished within four 

T&B CoNPBsaiOH or Faith. 
On the 17th Augnst I&60, Parliament aftw 
foil deliberation adopted this Confession of 
John Knox aa the Confeavon for the King- 
dom. Five of the temporal Peers are re- 
ported to have deoUnedi among tham Lord 
Borthwick who tended in the Nortt^t of 
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Peebles, and who had souKht to eject the 
Trinity Friars of the Oross Kirk of Peebles 
from s property at Kinj^nds. These Peers 
are said to have maintained that they would 
continue to believe as their fathers believed. 



On AugDst 24th 1B60, three Acts were 

Easedi—fl) Repealing all previoiu Act« re- 
ing to Censures of the Church or the 
Worshipping of Saints; (2) Abolishing the 
jurisdictiou of the Pope within Scotland; (3) 
Making it a dime to hear or say Mass, 
L^islation by Parliament thus completed 
the Reformation of the Church. 

Organisation was not long in being effected. 
Eight Ministers and five Superintendents 
formed the original Staff of tbe Reformed 
Church of Scotland; and were located in 
-different parts of the Kingdom. A Com- 
mission of Five was appointed to draw up 
the First Book of Discipline. In ic tbe 
Office-bearers were divided into fonr classes 
— Superintendent. Minister, Elder, Deacon. 
Tbe poantry was divided into Ten Diocesea, 
over each of which prodded a Superintendent, 
who might be a lAymsn. The duties of 
a Superintendent were: — to erect Churche 



to appoint Pastors, to preach at leiat three 
tames every week. Tner were not to oon- 
tdnne longer at their resioenoe than three or 



four months at a time; they irere not to 
tarry longer than twenty days at one pUoe 
when on a Visitation; they were to examine 
the life, diligence, and behaviour of the 
Ministers; also the manners of the people; 
they were to see that tbe youth were 
instructed, and the poor provided for; they 
were also to take cognisance of any crimes 
requirii^ the correction of the Kirk. 

The duties of Uinister^ were exactly aa 
those of the present day. But in addition 
to them, Reaaers were appointed ia thoae 
diitrictfl in which there was an inadequacy of 
Ministers. They might exhort as well as 
read and pny; and they formed a class int^l 
which were admitted priests of tbe Old 
Faith, and from which espectontfi for the 
Ministry were drawn. 

Elders occupied a position similar to Elders 
nowadays, but with an enormous power 
which they did not scruple to wield with 
severity. Deaoons managed the temporal 
a&irs of the Church. Elders and Deacons 
were elected for #«* jiear vnlr. Ministers 
were elected by tbe parishioners; but at their 
Ordination the ceremony of Imposition of 
hands was forbidden as " the mir»jln bad 

RiGAKniito Divixi SiBTioa— In the lam 
towns there was to be Daily Service; but m 
the amallei towns one dajr extra was to b« 
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observed for Divine Service in addition to 
the Sabbsth. Cbildren were publicly 
catechised in the audience of the people. 
Ueetings were held in suitable towns for the 
reading »nd interpietatiun of the Scriptures, 
but not for preaching. The bacramenta 
were to be administered four timea a year; 
Baptism was to be celebrated in Church; 
Marriage waa to take place in Church also 
and on Sunday. At Funerals no ceremony 
was to be used, nor sannou preached. 

The DiBOiFLiNB of the Church was eiceaa- 
ively severe, and the Civil M^istrate was 
appointed to see carried out the Sentences of 
the Church. Excommunication was as 
dreadful as it had been in the Aomish 
Church. 

Ab for the PATaiuotrr or the Cbobch:— 
Death Duties and Eaater 'Jfferin){s were 
abolished. All the other revenues of the 
Church were to bo collected by the Deacons 
and applied to the Maintenance of the Min- 
istry, to the Kducatiiin of the youth, and to 
the Supportof the Poor. Ministers' children 
were th« care of the Church and were to be 
provided for. 

In Kducatiok— To every Church there 
was tn be a School; in every large town a 
Qramdur School; and the Uuiveraitiea were 
to be endowed. 

Thb Pook were to be provided for in their 
own pariehes; but the able-bodied were to 
be made to work. The Romi^ Church had 
attended well to the poor. Cnder it there 
had been Hospitals, Almshouses and other 
provision for them. 

One half of all the property in the King- 
dom had belonged to the Church. Even a 
half of this would have sufficed to maintain 
the Eoclesiaetical, Educational, and Pdrochial 
Establishments of the Kingdom; and the 
three heaviest Taxes on the Community of 
the present day would not have been re- 
quired. The Gospel would have been 
preached; every child educated; and the poor 
providedfoT, aU without Tax. Noone would 
have been any the poorer; only some pro- 
prietors would not now be poasMsing their 
•ztensive estates; and pubUo officieJs, not 



The Lords of the Secret Council never gave 
their consent to the Book of Discipline; bnt 
it was acted on by the Church as far as it 
was able to do so. The ecclesiastical 
arrangements were carried out, but the 
revenues were not allowed to be applied to 
its meritorious purposes. These revenues 
were grabbed by the proprietors, many of 
whom were seen now to nave acted more 
from avarice than nal for religious truth. 

On the 20th December 1660 the Fusx 
OntiKAL AassXALY of the Reformed Church 
of Scotland met in Edinburgh in the Mag- 



dalen Ohapel It consisted of six Ministers 
and thirty-five laymen. Its chief business 
was to approve of certain persons as Super* 
intend ents. Ministers, and Readers; the 
pasxing of laws of consanguinity; of laws 
regulating ecclesiastical elections; conGrma- 
tion of testnmente, etc. Deserving ok- 
Officials of the Old Faith were to receive 
alms from the Church; all sayers and hearera 
of Mass were to be punished; and all public 
offices to be filled only by those of the 
Reformed Faith. 

1660.— Tbb Chukoh In Stobo: Bbfobmsd. 
With tiymbolic appropriateness the Re- 
formed Church in Stobo continued to worship 
in (he building which had been used under 
the Romish Dispensation for four hundred 
yeai-B. So also in the case of many other 
Churches throughout the County of Peebles, 
in some of which Divine Service is celebrated 
to the present day. This ia one of the 
circumstances which ao to demonstrate that 
in 1660 there was no oreak in the cnntinuity 
of the Church. Every Clei^man. and 
every worshipper in the Reformed Church 
had been a Roman Catholic, and many of the 
former had officiated as its priests. As haa 
been stated, the buildings which had survived 
the riots of the Reformation continued to 
serve hs places of Divine Service to the snroe 

Kiople as bad woiahipped in them in pre- 
eformation days, just as they had served 
their forefathers for centuries. The ritual, 
the doctrinif, and the do);ma wKre revised 
and re-formed; the fabrics themselves were 
swept and gHmished anew; the congregations 
assembled as of yore. It is indeed a striking 
eiperience tu contemplate Churches such aa 
Stobo and Lyne, both in active use to-day, 
and Ui endeavour to realise that all down the 
centuries for ovei' seven hundred years the 
bells of these village sanctuaries have sum- 
moned the sons of the soil and the lords of 
the manor without surcease, to worship God 
and hear the same evangel delivered as it was 
to their fathers ages before. The coiitinui^ 
of the Church has remained unbroken. It- 
is to-day the same Church now as then — the 
Church of Christ of Ninian. of Kentigem 
and Cuthbert; reformed by Wilfiid, later by 
Qoeen Margaret, and 1660 by John Knox. 

1662. During the few years immediately 
following the R^ormation of I&60, the rioh 
Benefices of the Church remained still in 
possession of the Romish Ecclesiastics, or of 
those powerful noblemen who had laid handft 
on them; and the Clewy of the Proteetant 
Dispensation were either starving, or else 
inadequately paid. In this state of a&it» 
the E*rivy OouncU conceived the plan of 
allowing the old Romish Clergy to retain 
two thirds of their Benefices for life, and of 
appropriating the remainina third partpartlf 
for the Ministry, and part^ for toe drown. 
The Romish Oleiy were therefore ordorod 
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to produce their rent rolls, and tha Superia- 
tendente at the same time to compile liste of 
the Reformed oflicialB who rec^uired support 
in order that accunte calculations migtit be 
made. 

Thb Tsnuw. 
After some daisy, the Thirds were found to 
amount to the sum of £72,491, to which 
must be added other £1389, lOs., which had 
at first been omitted from some smaller 
Lirii^. In the end,' the stipends afl allowed 
to the earlf Protestant Cler^ would be 
eqniTalent in modem purchasing power to 
sums of from £70 to £200 per annum'. The 
Ancient Church, however, was not oom- 
idetely cleared for a long time. Romish 
CleiOT still occuoied the mansas, cultivated 
the ^eboK, lifted the tithes, aat in Parlia- 
ment, presided on the Bench. But Pro- 
testant praachera occupied the Chorchas and 
expounded the Scriptures and celebrated the 
Sacraments, whereof there ware now but 
two in place of seven. 

1663, August 27, Harv Qumd of Poota 
posaiblj' passed through Stobo this day on 
ner way &om Skirling to Peebles. 

PuaBiTBRiANiSM 1660-1672. 

From 1560 to 1672 the Oovemment of the 
Ohuich wai by Presbytery, its officials com- 
prisinE SuparinteDdcnts who might be lay- 
men, Himaters, Readets, Elders, Deacons. 



John Knox had 9 principal share in 
compoaing the Book of Common Older 
which soon took the pLtce of the English 
Fnyer Book. In it were Homing and 
Evening Prayers, an Order for Baptism, an 
Order for Communion, for Marringe, for the 
Viffltation of the Sick. Later there were 
added to it forms for the Election of 
Ministers and Superintendents, for Excom- 
munication, and for Public Repentance. 
The Hinister authoritatively abs^vas t^e 
penitent of his sin, and declares it to be 
loosed in Heaven. 

Some of the airs sung in the Churches in 
the early ^ears of the Reformed Church, 
were:— Weimar, Calvin, Carmel, Command- 
ments. Lausanne, Old hundredth. Old 117th, 
Old 124th, Uld 134th, Coleshill. (altered as 
Dundee, or Windsor), Oethsemane, South- 
wark, Wincheater, and many others, now 
become classical in the Service of Praise in 
the Scottish Church. 



On this day the Reformation of the Chorcb 
of Scotland wasratified by Act of Parliament. 
This is considered by purists in Law to be 
the true date of the Beformation, The 
examination and Admission of Ministers was 
to lie with the Church; but the Presentation 
was still to belong to the ancient lay Patron 
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of the Benefice. If, however, he Mled to 
Dresent within aiz months, the right was 
UieD to devolve on the Church. After 
1679 Huiii^eB were &lloired to be oelebratod 
on week dayH, provided » sufGcient aumbet 
of witoeeMB was preient, mad jireaching held 
at the same time. 
1572, JitiiiABTl2. The Concordat of 
LuTB. CoirpBoiusR— Efuoopaov 

WITH PftCSBITBBT. 

In the Church at l&nfe oonfuaiou had 
"been inorwaing r^arding the temp<n>l 
possesaiona of the Oid Church. The 
former Abbots (wd Bishops were d^ing out; 
tiiej had been Superiors of » Isfge part 
of the country, and as in many casea they 
had left no successors, their tenants and 
fouars were n<^ able to oStain entry to their 
lands as there were none to give it. To 
rectify this an Act was passed by the Scots 
Parliament in 1671 declaring that all such 
ecclesiastical tenants and feuars were thence- 
forth to hold thoirpossesaionsaDd feua direct 
from the King. This re-tulted in niany cases 
in virtual confiscation of the Church lands 
by the Crown. Much pr.'perty and consider- 
able Teiiids were bMtowed on powerful 
noblemen, leadintf to xreat Beoularisetion of 
the Patrimony of the Church. Such whole- 
sale plunder of the Church could not be 
tolerated; nor of course would the ICobilitj 
qualify for holding Church lands by their 
becoming Clergymen. Nor was it politic 
«ither to allow the Spiritual Estate, the first 
in the realm, thus to come to naught. 
Another difficulty arose from the fHCt that it 
would lie impOB!<ible fur the College of 
Justice to be mr.intained without the Eight 
Ecclesiiistical Senators to which it was 
entitled, seeing that the Reformed Church 
had forbidden its Ministers to act as Judges. 
A consideration of all theae problems led to 
the mutual acquiescence between Church and 
State which is known in history as The 
Concordat of Leith. Some of i's provisions 
were that ecdesiastitsal titles ana dioceses 
were to remain as they were before the 
Reformation, at least for the present. That 
» Chapter of teamed men be attached to 
every Cathedral. That Bishops have no 
more power than Superintendents, and like 
them be subject to the Qeneral Assembly. 
Abbot« and Priors were to be continued as 
part of the Spiritual Estate; but liefore 
Admission they be examined by the Church; 
that from their Benefices enough be xecured 
for the maintenuQue of the Ministers; and 
that they do not act as Senators of Uie 
College raf Justice. 

Qualified Ministers were to be placed in 
every part of the country; each one reeidina 
in his own parinh; signing the Confession of 
Faith; holding no pluralities (additional 
offioes) celebrating tho Sacraments; taking 
the oath of all^;;ianoe to the King. Livings 



below £40 in value to be bestowed on 
Readers. All provostries, prebends, ohap- 
Uiories, ^ . to be bestowed on Bursals m 
all the liberal professions. 

'.hi the 6th of August the General 
Assembly meeting at Perth g«ve a reluotant 
oonsent to the provisions of the Concordat an 
a measure of expediency, and by no means 
final. Two Archbishops and several Bishops 
were at onoe appointed, in most cases being 
the nominees of powerful patrons. The 
popular opinion at the time being that those 
Clergymen received the eootesiastical titlea 
and positions in order thit they might 
legally draw the ecclesisstical revenues, the 
bulk of which were absorbed by the laj 

Sitrons. Such were the nicknamed Tdlchah 
isBOFS who served to milk the Benefioea 
for the benefit of their patrons, much after 
the method by which a fictitious calf was set 
beside a cow in order to induce it to yield 
its milk more freely. John Knox, now an 
aged man, gave a modified consent to this 

Rbintsoductiok or Ei-isooPAcy; 
he died on the 24th November 1672. He 
would be described in the present day as a 
Broad Church Clergyman; and he actually 
sent his sons to the University of Osmbridm 
to be educated for the English Church. He 
himself had been formerly offered a Bishopric 
in the Church of England before the Scots 
Reformation. 

FibST HlHlSTBR OF Stobo. 

1674. The ecclesiastical history of the 
parish of Stobo after the Iteformation beeins 
at this date, fourteen years after the fall of 
the Romish Church. Whnt had happened 
in Stobo parish during thaae fourteen silent 
years is unknown at present. Jambs 
8TitwAfi.T w^a the first Protestant Minister 
of Stobo. Qlenholm, Drummeluer, Brough- 
ton and Dawyck were also under his charge. 
His stipend was £73 6s. 8.t. out of which he 
had to sustain the Reader. His relict. Alison 
Cockburn, lived many years after him. He 
waa succeeded by Adam Hepburn in 1592. 
In 1576 the Eihorter or Reader was Thomas 
Neilson. HU stipend was £26 13s. id. 

Regarding the BiaoMV of Stobo during all 
those years, it continued to he administered 
afler the Reformation by Archbishop Beaton 
or bis representatives of the Boroish Faith, 
But in 1577 (May) the new Order ot Vro- 
tostant Archbishops took up the administrs- 
tion from their iiredeoassors, James Boyd, 
Archbishop of Glasgow for sums of money 

Sid ti) wards the repHration of GUagow 
bhedral and sustentation of his Episcopal 
See gntnted in feu ferme to James, Earl of 
Morton, the l«nds, barony and mill of Stobo, 
the lands of Dreva, the lands and barony of 
Eddlestoun, &o., for the annual payment to 
the Archbishop for Stobo and Dreva ol 
forty-three bolls of barley, and 17S kain 
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fovla. In 1B61 on the forfeiture of the Earl 
<rf Hortion'a eotaeea the Buon^ of Slobo 
reverted to the Crown, etthough in 157B the 
^rt had ((ranted the Barony to Jamei 
Doufjlas his natural Ban Commandatoi of 
Plnacarden. 

MrBenwick has thus traced the further 
history of the Barun7:— In 1S87, Auftuat 9, 
Kins Janiea graniad in feu ferme to Sir John 
Maitlnnd of Thirlestane, the landa and 
Baiony of Btobo with the Mill, and the lands 
ot Ureva. He paying annually, therefor, 40 
Bolls of Barley, 172 poultry, and the kain 
fowls, or ten shillings for each Boll, and ux- 
pence fitr eaoh fowl. 

In 1588, May 24, the lands were confirmed 
to him along with the Pntronace of the 
Parish GhurcbeH of Stobo, Eddleatoun, 
Drnmelzier, Dawick, and ttrouKhhin ; per- 
taining of old to the Archbiahopric uf Glas- 
gow, 

In 1591 it was coiiBrmed ^ain to him. 

And in 1693-4, the King conGrmed to 
John Lord ^irlestane. Chancellor, and 
Jeanne, his spouse, several lands including 
the above. 

The Vioabaob op Stobo. 

Bavino^oonaidered thus far the deatiu^on 
of the Barony ot Stobo. the fate of the 
Vicarage next olaima attention. The Arch- 
bishop of Glasgow before the Reformation 
had aonght to bestow the "Vicarage of Stobo 
along with other Vicarsges upon the 
Vnivenity of Qlasgow, for the support of its 
professors and the enconiagement of learn- 
ing. If this arrangement were really carried 
out, the RurpluB revenues of the Vicarage 
after paying the resident Vicar would go to 
tlia University. But the appointmint of the 
Vicar remained with the eccleaiastiosl author- 
ities. In 1513 the Archbishop preBent«d 
John Ciilquhoua as Vicar of Stobo, who may 

Kobably have been a relative of the Pre- 
ndary Mr Adam Golquhoun. In the same 
jvor the parishionerB had elected as their 
parish clerk Walter Tweedie in succession to 
the late Thomas Tweedie. 

I5Sa If the Transfer of the Vicarage of 
Stobo, referred to antea, ever took pLsce, it 
must have at a lat«r period reverted to the 
Church because in June 1660, a charter was 
granted by Robert Doi^las, perpetual Vicar 
of Stobo, wherein he with consent of the 
Archbishop and Chapter of Qlasgow, granted 
in feu ferme to John Tweedy tutor of 
Drummeldor and his heirs male, tiio Vicarage 
lands of Stobo, with the pasturage of twenty- 
four Bouma of sheep, lying on the east side cd 
the lands of Stobo, also the Vioar^e lands 
of Dawick, with the pasturage of forty-eight 
■oums of sheep; the church lands of Dtumel- 
der, with the pastumge of forty-eight soums 
ot sheep; the fourth part of the church lands 
ot Broughton-sheills with the pasturage of 



eight soums of sheep. Beaerving four acrea 
from each church luid with one acre of Uw 
aaid fourth part and the Manses of tlie 
Resdera or Eshorters of the foresaid 
Churches. Paying yearly to the foresaid 
Vicar, for Stebo forty shillings; for Dawick 
five marks; for Drummelzier tire merks; for 
Broughtfin-sheilla eighteen shillings and 
eight pence; with three ariagas and three 
carriages (services of horses and carta) for 
Stobo; and six shillingH and eight pence for 
Augmentation. 

1681-2. The above confirmed by the 
King. 

1680. Thb FiiLuaa or Efibcopacv; 

PHES BYTES T RksTOBBD UNDSB 

Amubbw Mevillb. 
Andrew Meville had returned to Scotland 
after on absence of ten years on the Con- 
tinent, poesesHing a European reputation, 
and having the confidence of all the chiefs of 
the Refonnation in Europe. He found that 
Rpisoopacy had already existed in Scotland 
for three yenn and had not done well. In 
the meetiiiKS of the General Assembly 
occurring during the following years 
Melville tonk a leading port in impugning 
EpiMMtpacy and the Bishops. Bis knowledge 
of the Scriptural teaching on the subject, and 
his e^penence of the feeling thereupon 
among the leading soholora on the Continent 
carried great weight in these AssemblieA 
Measures — at times of a temporising char- 
acter, and at others, of a retrogieeuve 
charact«r, were alternately carried; and in 
1680 the downfall of Episcopacy for the time 
consummated. The General Assembly in 
this year declared against Epiaoopaoy. It 

eonounced the Office of Bishop to Ire un- 
wful. It ordained all Bishops to demit 
Office. It ordered them to cease from 
preaching the Word or administering the 
sacrimenta until they had been admitted 
anew by the General AsHembly. In fact the 
Church in I68f) reverted to the policy of 
1560. All Ministers were to be equal; 
Superintendents were even to cease- 
In thepreviousyear (1679) the first editjoo 
of the English Bible was printed in Scotland. 
1681. In this year it was reported to the 
Assembly that excluding the Dincesa of 
Aigyll there were in Scotland 924 Kirks. 
It was proposed to reduce that number to 
600, and to modify their Blipeads thus; —100 
parishes. Ht 500 merks each; 200 at 300 merki; 
200 at £100; lUO at 100 nierks. 

There were to be fifty Presbyteries of twelve 
OhurcheH each. At the decease of a Minister 
the Benefice was to be divided equally 
between his representatives and the new 
intrants All Benefices were to be appointed 
sradatim, the youngest Ministen to the 
lowest, and so on to lae highest, for periods 
of three yean. All gentlemen and y 
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nnnrKinning property ot ft cflrUin Ttdue were 
CO proTiM theniBefveB with copies of Knox's 
Book of Common Order. 

From the description of a Oommunion 
celebrated in one of the Citf Churches in 
Perth it appears that the Choir of the Church 
where the principal altar had formerly stood, 
was railed off and was occu^ed with tables 
and chairs. The Communiciints entered by 
two doors iu the rails, giving their tokens 
and ftlms to the Deacons mi they entered. 
There were two Ministrations, one at five, 
and the other at nine a.m. 



1683. In the General Assembly that met 
this year'it was stated:— As tor the Presby- 
tery of Tweeddiite, forasmuch as Ine 
Assembly imderstaDdeth that by reason of 
the rarity of qualiBed. Ministers in these 
bounds, a Presbytery cannot at present be 
erected there, and that also, divers unfit for 
the function of the Ministry as yet remain in 
office, the Assembly giveth commission to 
their brother John Brande to visit Tweed- 
dale sad with nil convenient diligence to 
summon before the Presbytery of Edinburgh 
such na shall be judged unfit for their 
functions, to give trial to their doctrine and 
Bufficienoy and if they be found insufficient, 
to deprive them of their offices. 
The Obdeb of Servioh ib thb Ryirosuin 
Chvhch. 

The EnfliiA Prayer Book was read in the 
Scottish Churches first of all; but after a 
short time it was replatod by Tse Book or 
CoKKON OriiBB. This was a version of the 
Liturgy in use in the Reformed Churches on 
the Continent. By this Book the Servioe of 
the Church of Scotland was regulated until 
1646. The first part of the (tervioe was 
conducted by the Reader from the lectern. 
It consisted of Praise, Prayer, Scripture, 
and at some places the Demlogue and the 
Creed. The Minister then entered the 
pulpit and knelt for private devotion. He 
Deg^ with one prayer, or two prayers irith 
praise between. After this there wassennon. 
Mien a [Nrayer of ^tercession, and finally the 
Bniediction. 

In all the towns, and in the pincipal 
villages, there was Daily Homing and 
Eiveninii Pnyer in the Churches. And in 
many places Uie Churches remamed open all 
day for the private devotions of the people. 
The Black Acts: 
The Kiiia would rAitr bi Popb. 

16&1, Hay 22. The Bhwk Act«. These 
Acts were passed by the Scots Parliament 
which met od this day. One of these Acts 
ratified the three Estates of the Realm, 
making it treason for anyone to speak evil of 
any one of the thieej this was to protect the 



Bishops. Another Act declared the King to 
be supreme in all cases, and over all persons, 
and to decline his judgment was tressoni this 
wsa to check the boldness of men such as 
Helvil'e. All Convocations were declared to 
be unlawful except those especially lioensed 
by the Kingi this was to restrict the powers 
of the Church Courts. Another Act placed 
the chief jurisdiction of the Church in the 
hands of the Episcopal body, fur the Bishops 
were to do what the Assemblies and the 
Presbyteries hnd been wont to do. By 
another Act it was onLiined that no one 
privately or publicly in sermons, declama- 
tions, or in conferences, should utter any 
faloe, untrue, or slanderous S|)eeche8 to the 
reproach of the King or Council; or meddle 
with ihe a.fhin of the King and Estotos 
under penalties. Of these Acts, the one 
which cnused most ounstemation was that 
alleging the suprenwcy of the King over all 
cases and persona. The bitter was allowed; 
the former was denied. It has always been 
maintained that in matters purely spiritual 
the Church Courts po^isess an independent 
jurisdiution, from which there is no appeal. 
The defence of this great principle has 
formed » large part of the history of the 
Church; and has been the source of much 
suffering in the Church, both in persecution 
and in schism. The practical effects of these 
Acts- were that the King might once more 
set up bishops, to whom all must be subject; 
he might interdict the Qeneral Assembly und 
Presbyteries; he might close ihe mouths of 
outspoken Ministers. Tn addition the King 
was to be supreme Head of the Church in 
matters purely religious and ecclesiastical. 
The dispute lay between the Prerogative of 
the King which James and his suooessors 
considered to be divine; and the Headship of 
Ohrist over His Church. This was the 
easting down of the gauntlet between the 
Court and the Church, in a strui(i{le which 
did not finally dose until tJie Revolution 
Settlement of I6W after the Stuarts had 
been finally banithed by the Revolution of 
1688. 

The sacred tunes — Evening Hymn, Tallis, 
and Chant 23fl in the Scottish Paalter, inaj 
be traced to the year 1686. In the Churdt 
at large, general consternation was created 
by the passing of the Black Acts by the 
Soots Peurliament. Many of the more out- 
spoken Ministers fled, some were imprisoned, 
others were banished north of the Tay. The 
Church received a severe blow when Craig, 
who had been the Colleague of Knox and 
who had at first held out strongly against 
the King, not only signed a Deed of sub' 
mission, out counselled bis clerical brethem 
to follow his eiample. This defection dis- 
heartened the great bulk of the Ministers in 
their resistance, and the great majority 
of them, erstwhile champions of the Re- 
formed Church submitted to the trill of tho 
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King, and agraed to the ProvimoiiB of the 
BlacK Acta. Not 011I7SO, but Lord Maxwell 
inferriii}{ that the time was ripe, actually 
■aBcmbled all those around Dumfries who 
had been praetisin^ the Romish Bitual in 
eecret, and on Christmas eve I68S celebrated 
Masa At midnight amid the ruins of the 
CollegiMte Church of Lincludea, For this, 
howaver, he luffered imprisonment. On the 
10th of Hay 1&86 the General AsBerablj 
met. At its sittings the MinisteTH argued 
the whole question of Episcopacy with the 
King in person; and ultimately the Church 

SLve itd sanction to a species of modified 
piaoopacy. 

There were in the Church therefore at this 
time Aichbishops, Bishops, with a greatly 
diminished prerogatiTe, oIko Synods, l^«sby- 
teriea, and Kirk Sessions. In many matters 
the Biahopa were to receire directions from 
the Preeoyteries, and they were to be 
answerable to the General Assembly. 
1587- CosnscATioN oy the PnopitBTr 

OF THR Cbubcb. 
When ifae Scots Parliament met in this 
year, an Act itmb passed annexing the 
Temporalities of alt Benefices to the Crown; 
but reserving the Teinds to the Church. 
The Church was thus plundered, and the 
Bishops greatly impuverished. The ancient 
poasemions of the Church were lost to 
the Church for ever. Temporalities are the 
eccleaiaxtical revenues arising from lands, 
tenements, £c., as opposed to the Spirit- 
uality of a Benefice. Teinds are the tenth 
port of the produce of the land; they 
were in practice actually collected by the 
Hinister himself or his servants, for example, 
by lifting eveiy tenth sheaf among the 
atooks es they stood in the harvest field. 
Teinds were likewise collected from fowls, 
efrgs. butter, herrings, dbo. There are no 
written titles to the Teinds; the system is as 
old as the days of Helchiaedeck who received 
Tithes from Abnthom. 

1586. October 12, RnOLUnoK aigned by 
Peeblesshire Hinisteis. This RMolution 
was drawn up by the Synod. It was to the 
efiect that in the Chnroh of Scotland there 
were at the time no Divided Opinions 
touching the true policy and Government of 
the House of Qod: and that they held to 
the policy as practised before May 1584: 
and that those who subscribed the letter to 
the Eii^ did so in so far only aa the laws of 
the King were agreeable to the Word of 
Qod only: not allowing the tyronnioal 
Supremacy of Uishopa over Ministers and 
their laws which directly impugn the Word 
of Qod. Among those who signed are the 
names: — Archibidd Douglas. Minister at 
Honor; Adam Dickson at Peebles; Robert 
Alone at Newlands; Archibald Dot^las at 
Kirkurd; Thonuta Biaset at DrummelBier. 
There is no mention of th« Hioister of Stobo 



who may not have been a member. At ti)i» 
time in the public oervioes of the Ohnrch 
kneeling was the common posture at prayer;, 
and in 1687 the Kirk Session of Ola^iow 
enjoined all persons to bend the knee to th« 
ground. 1588 was the year i<f the Spanish 
Armada which inflicted so crushing a blow 
to the Romish Cause in this country. 



In this latter year the General Assembly 
enacted a law ai^nst Burial within Kikks. 
No one was to be allowed to do so; no' 
Ministers were to grant permisiioo. All 
breakers of this law were to be suspended 
from all benefit of the Kirk until they made 
public repentance; and Ministers who agreed 
to the practice were also to be suspended 
from office. Throuch stones even were hot 
to be laid in Churchyards. 

1589. Subscribing the Confesuon nnd the 
Covenant. The name of Archibald Douglas, 
Minisiet of Peebles occurs in the List of 
select clergy chosen to promote the subscrip- 
tion to the Cuofeasiun of Faith, and tb» 
Covenant over the whole Kingdom, 

1690, August 4. Kino J 1 net's Testihont 
TO THE Church. The General Assembly was- 
now sitting, it was a few months after the- 
Kin3 had lieen married by a Presliyterian 
Ministsr, David Lindesay. At the eighth 
sitting of the Assembly, uie King mode use 
of the following words: — " I praise God that 
I was bom in such a time as in the time of 
the light of the Gospel; to such a place as tO' 
be King of such a Kirk, the sincerest Kirk 
of the world. ... I charge you my good 
people, Ministers, Doctors, Elders, Nobles, 
Gentlemen and Barons to stand to your 
purity and to exhort the people to do the 
same. And I, forsooth, so long as I brook 
my life and crown shall maintain the some 
f^oinst all deadly." 



On the 29th Hay the Scots Parliament 
mot. It discussed a petition presented to it 
by the General Assembly of May 21. It 
thereafter passed au Act confirming tha 
Liberty of the Church; giving a legal juris- 
diction to its Courts; repealing the Black 
Acts of 1584 in so far as tliey afirect«d 
ecclesiastical authority in matters of religion; 
and stipulating that Presentations to' 
Ohuiches thenceforth be directed not to 
the Bishop but to the Presbyteries, before 
being handed to the Presentees. This Aot 
was equivalent to the entire subversion of 
the Episcopal polity in the Church and the- 
Be-eotablisluneiit of the Church upon the 
bosiB of Presbytationism. But there was no 
bope ot the Church regaining her Temporal 
'"■■•- ^ waa the end of the 
From 1672 Pioal^ 
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ter; Mid EpuoopMT had been internungled, 
but had Qot a»%iinilated. Now ia this Tear 
1592 the Yiotory ]&j with Preabrtery. 
Spieoopacy meuiwhile was laid tow. 

At this time there were still upwuds of 
four hundred Churches still uoaupplied with 
ProttMtant Hiniaters. The Reader had 
gradually changed from his (iri};iii&l office 
until bj this time he in many places dia- 
«harged the duties of clerk or precentor. 
" Any Minister or Reader that tups ale, 
Imer or wine, and kerpa open tavern should 
be enjoined by the Commiaaionere to keep 
decorum." (Act ot Assembly). 

In pUoe of the Bomisb Festivals, the 
Reformed Church substituted Fasts for 
special oocaaiona. The alisti&ance lasted 
from Saturday at eight at night till Sunday 
after five o'clock, and then only bread and 
drink to be uaed, and that with great 
Bobrie^. Gorgeous apparel was to be 
disused during the whole time uf Humiliation 
which lasted from the one Sunday in the 
morning until the next Sunday at night. 
The public Services were to last for three 
hours in the forenoon, snd two hours in the 
afternooni the remainder of the day being 
passed in private meditation. Durit^ a Fast 
there was Daily Service in the Churches fur 
two or three hours. The public penances of 
the Reformed Church were far more severe 
than those of the Romish Church had been. 

Palestrina, Reei»nation, and Victory, are 
same of the examples of Church music dating 
from this period. 

1099, June 23. Adah Hepbuiui, aecNind 
Minister of Stobo. He was presented and 
admitted to the Church and Parish of Stobo 
on the 22nd of June. He was collated on 
August 16. At this stage of the Church's 
histoiy collating meant receiving the sanction 
of the Presbyrery of HinUters to the 
Presentation by the Patron or the King. 
Adam Hepburn died in 1602 in the elevenUi 
year of hia Ministry. Uis books were 
eatinmted at a hundred merks; utensils, &c., 
at £40. His inventory and debts amounted 
to £687 13s. 4d. Hit debts exceeded his 
goods. He married Agnes Foulis, who 
BUTvived him and left issue. It is thus that 
Adam Hepburn's life is summarised by Dr. 
Haw Scott. 

At this time the Church embraced the 
whole population, and was unbroken by 
schism. The Civil power did not disturb it. 
There were butiwo grievances— Lay Patron- 
age, whereliy laymen presented Ministers to 
parishes without consulting congregations, 
and (2) poverty of the Ministers. 

1(96. The arrangement of the tunea in 
tho Paalter of this period is supposed by 
some to shew that standing was the common 
posture in praiss. During sermon the 
peoida nsually sat with their bats on, and 



they even at times applauded the preacher. 
Song Schoote were prominent features in all 
large towns. 

TniAI. BT COHBAT. 

Leaving things aeonlar, it is interesting to 
note here a case of Trial by Oomhat whioh 
took plaoe in this year on Edston Haugh 
ntrt far from Stobo. The disputants 
were two members of the Household of the 
former Provost of Peebles, L^<rd Hay <rf 
Tester, who resided at Neidpatb Castle. 
The chaUenjjer was George Hupbum, snd 
the defender John Broun. Licence was 
obtained from the King, and the Combat 
was arranged to take place on Edston Haugh. 
Both the comliBtaats were mounted and 
carried swords and npears. Hepburn, the 
challenger, overcame Brown and bore him to 
the grounil, thus vindicatini; his hnnoui 
accoTOin;; to the usaj^e and judjjment of the 
time. But Brown obstinately refused to 
make any cuufession of his wningj however, 
Hepburn spared his life at the desire of the 
judsea. FTir a long lime after Brown bore a 
deadly hatred towsrds his vanquisher snd he 
swore to be avenited. Thi^ continued until 
160& when on November 26 Brown was 
summoned before the Hrivy Council, where 
he in the end declared — "albeit he had 
borne feud t^piinst Hephnmintimebyegone, 
he was contrat in obedience to the Council 
to be reconciled with him. and gave his oath 
that from his hexrt he remitt^ all rancour 
and should never quarrel with him there> 
after, and took him by the hand and were 
reconciled together." 



The Assembly in this year ordered such a 
register to be drawn up by every Presbytery, 
oontaining information as to every Benefice 
within the Bounds, under the following 
heads—the name of the Benefice, whether 
other Benefices have been annexed to it, 
name of the patron of the Benefice, name of 
its possessor, by what right the same is 
broolced or enjoyed, the old rent, the pres- 
ent rent, the just availl thereof, and what 
kirks may be united or divided. 

It was an unspeakable misfortune to the 
Church that this intention was never fully 
carried out; tor by means of this register aU 
the properties and stipends with other 
detaib such ssservitudes, glebes, rights, &c., 
belonging to every parish in Scotland, would 
have been recorded and preserved, thereby 
preventing much loss snd despoiling of many 
Benefices in the Church. In the present 
day, however, this commendable plan has 
been restored mainly at the instance of the 
Rev. Dr. Burns, Minister of Lady Glen- 
orahjr's, Edinburah. By its means, what 
remain of the (lurch's belongings in the 
various parishes will be carefully r^iatered, 
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■od at iaterralB vxunioed 1^ CommittMs of 
the PreebTterieo. Thia will be of special 
T«lue in the case of Saoninental Plato, 
Kirk SeBiion Regiatert, &c. 

1596, Octuber 11. R^^rds of the Presby- 
tery of Peebles. These valiuble records 
b^n at this date, the earheab being written 
in a vulume in a good atate of preservation 
and ending *itb tiie year 1628. It ia prs- 
serred along with the other volumes of 
the series in the aafe of the Presbytery. 
The whole aeriea has been deciphered and 
tnnacribed, and from them, the hiatory of 
the various parishes eitract«d by the present 
writoi. From thia date, therefore, the 
eocleaiaatical history of Stobo will be taken 
from the Records of the Presbytery and 
Kirk Session. 

Arbst th( Twrbdiks. 

At this point it may be of some interest to 

auote a few references to the members of 
je powerful Family of Tweedie, which 
dominated the hiatory of Stobo &ad Drumni- 
eMer for so many oenturiee, and in the end 
oune to naught- Huoh ia heard of thia 
tnrbnlent clan in the following pages, in 
politacat, in eocleeiastict^ and in domestio 



In ISSfl, December, a respite was granted 
under the Privy Seal to six Tweediea, to last 
for nineteen years, for the cruel slaughter of 
amqnhile William Geddea, son and heir 
apparent to Charles Oeddes of Cuthilhall. 

In 1565, March 19, the Privy Council 
Becord contains a long list of peraona 
charged with being concerned in the slaughter 
of David Bizrio at Holyrood on the 9th of 
March. In this Boll of the alleged aesassinB 
are seen the names of William Tweadie of 
Drummelzier, and Adam Tweedie of Dreva. 

In 1574, December 6, Thomas Oant of St. 
Qiles' Grange, became surety to the amount 
of £2000, for Adam Tweedie of Dreya, Uiat 
Tweedie would appear at a certain dato 
before the Regent and hia Prirv Oouncil, to 
underlie such Ordera as shaU oe appointed 
for the weal and quietness of the countn: 
and also that he and his retaineis would 
oease molesting Charles Qeddee of Baohan, 
and members of that family. 

1684, November 10. Eight Tweediea 
bailing from Estates round about Stobo and 
Drummekiar compeared before the King's 
Majee^, and the Lords of his Seenit 
OounoU, charged with certain treasonable 
and capital orimes. They were all lodged in 
variona prisons to await uieir tiials. 

In 1B89 and 1B90, the Tweediea sought pro- 
tection from the G^deases and Naesmyths; 
and vice versa. The parties gave aoreties to 
this efieot to one another at various dates 
during those two years; shewing the dis- 
turbed condition of the whole eonntry-nde. 



There were so many branches of thoM 
powerful families, each brHDch )K>saHBaing an 
estate easily accessible to its enemies, that it 
must hnve been impossible to avoid being 
involved in these party feuds at this time. 
There was Tweedie of Ureva, thd head of the 
clan, and a great robber chief; there were 
Tweediea of Stanhope; Tweedies of Uowgait; 
Tweedies of Drummelzier; Tweediea of 
Frude, with many others, ftachan, the 
home of the Oeddeaaea, lies in the valley at 
the very feet of all those robber strongholda. 
PoHBo, where the Naesmyths lived, waa 
bettor off, the watershed of Scrape aepamted 
tbem from their enemies, though at the same 
time it cut them oS from their allies the 
Teitchea of Dawyck. And amid all this 
inteeiine strife, the Hiniatora of Stobo, 
Drummelzier, and Dawyck endeavoured, 
bravely and fearlessly, to do what they con- 
sidered to be their duty by Divine Ri^ht. 
No one was exempt from their disciplme, 
and perhaps the Tweedies who waylaid and 
robbed the Miniatora on the weekdays, were 
the most frequent culprits in the place of 
public repentance on the Sabbaths. Noth- 
ing was lost in the matter of penance by the 
Reformation I 

Four years before the Records of the 
Presbytory begin, the Tweedies had per- 
petrated a most brutal murder, that of Jsmcs 
Oeddea of Olenhegdon. This same James 
Tweedie of Drummelzier had already oom- 
micted many murders, notwithstanding 
bonds and promises. On this ocooaion 
Tweedie and his accomplice haunted the 
streets of Edinburgh for eight days in search 
of their victim. At last they learned nn the 
night of the 29th December from spies that 
the Laird was at Davie Lindsay's Booth in 
the Cowxait shoeing hia horse. Tweedie 
divided his company into two bands that 
lurked within two closes, then making a 
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. Geddea, whose back was turned. 



they ''shamefully, cruellie, and unhonestlr 
slew him with shot« of pistolets behind his 
back." After protracted prooeedinKS, as 
usual, the Tweedies appear to have got off 
lighUy. 

Ifi90, October 11. First Minuto of the 
Presbytery of Peebles. Adam Hepburn, 
Minister of Stobo, was the Moderator. 
Every Minister was appointed to infonn hia 
oongr^ation of the resolutions come to in 
the recent General Assembly. It waa 
decided also that marriages be no longer 
made on Sunday. 

1686-7, January 20. Adam Hepburn, 
Minister, appointed to summon the Ticar oi 
Stobo. 

1S97> April 1. The question to be advised 
by the Synod is what order shall be taken 
with Alexander Horsborgh ol Harkus for 
certain blasphemous speeohes nttered by 
' . Stobo, tnere being none to verify tM 
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ISO?, Maj 12. OoiDpwred Aleundar 
Uonbnigh of HhtIiiib and confessed tba 
blaaphemouB speeches uttered by him in 
Stobo. The Presbytery ordain him to 
oompear in the Kirk of Stobo on Simdar 
next in the pbce of repentance and there to 
confess bis ofienoe publicly, and to promise 
never tn do tbe like ^ain and to crave Qod's 

1B97. June 16. It was concluded that tbe 
Prenbrtery should be tranaported to Stobo 
from Peebles, Ix^inning the next day. 

ViBiTATioM eF Stobo Chchoh. 

1507, July 28. After invocation of Gtod's 

name and Exhortation, the Hiniater was put 

forth, and the usnal questions put to the 

Brisbioners; who had no fault to find: the 
inister taught on Sundays in the forenoon 
and afternoon, in the latter case by catechis- 
infj. They professed to be profittad under 
his ministry; and as to discipline, if not well 
observed, it was their fault and not the 
Hinister's. 

1597, August 15. The Presbytery ordun 
intimation to be made in all the Eirka next 
Sunday of a Public Fast to be held through- 
out the whole Presbytery till tbe harvest be 

Thk Plati. 

1597, December 1. The Presbytery 
appoint the Minister of Stobo to wait upon 
the Piatt. The foregoing reference to the 
Constant Piatt means the Royal Commission 
appointed in 1C96 aa a public Board or Piatt 
for planting vacant Churches, and inveetigat- 
iog the sources of supply of provision for 
stipends. It also adjusted all matters 
between titdlars of Teinds, Heritors, and 
Ministers for the due provision of the last. 

Particulars of its plan and operations may 
be seen in Calderwood's Bistory of the Kirk 
of Scotland, vol. v, pp 413, 421, etc. 

An earlier reference to the Piatt is the 
following: — 

1690. iipeech of King James YI on 
hearina an advocate reason before the Lords 
CommiMors of Kdinbiu^h, in an action by 
the Laird of Craigmillar against his wife: — 
" Tout I'eosoning is like this which the 
Ministers use:— there can be no preachinz 
without Ministers; Ministers cannot be had 
without livings; livings cannot be had with- 
out a Piatt; erj^o, the Gospel oannot be 
preached witjiout a Piatt, 

T&OKs OB Lkanu of Chdxoh Lands. 

1697, March 2. The quhilk day Adam 
Hephnm, Minister of Stobo at the desire of 
the Presbytery, has willingly obliged himself 
by the tenor hereof not to sett any Taoks, 
notwithatanding any licence purchased, or to 
be purchased, without advice of the FVesby- 
tery, sic aubecribitur, Adam Hepburn. 



1698. June 29. The quhilk day, Mr 
Andre Ounynhame, pretended Vicar of 
Stobo, being summoned to compear before 
us, did not compear, being called upon once, 
twice, thrice, according to order. Quhilk 
Sommons contains in emct as follows: — We, 
the Presbytery of Peebles, to our luvite 
(beloved), George Porteous, executor hereof, 
coniunctlie and sever&llie spaciallie oonstit- 
uted, ((reeting ! We charge yuu that you 
lawfullid summon, warn and charge Hr 
Aadco Cunynhame, pretended Vicar of 
Stobo, to compear before us in the Croce 
Kirk of Peblis the XXIX day of June next 
to come, in the hour of Cause, to hear and 
see himself deprived from the said Vicarage 
of Stobo, for non -residence, and not serving 
the Cure, and for sic uther causes aa we have 
to lay to his charge; oc else to allege a 
reasonable cause why the same should not 
be done. With certification as effeirs as ye 
will answer to us thereupon. Tbe quhilk to 
do we commit to you conjunctlie and 
severallie our full power by this our precept; 
delivering the same, by you duly execute and 
indorsit, ^ain to the bearer. Given undi>r 
the subscription manual of our Moderator 
and Clerk at Peblis the 16th day of June 
1598. 

Upon the XXVIl day of June, I, George 
Porteous, Officer, passed at the command of 
the precept within written, and lawfullie 
anmmoaed Hr Aiidro Cunynhame, Vicar of 
Stobo, and personallie apprehended and 
delivered to him one copy, and affixed 
another copy upon the yett (gate) of his 
dwelling-house; and this I did oefore these 
witnesses — Adam Hepbuin, Minister of 
Stobo; and Mr John Foirfoull, with diverse 
utbers. 

The Officer ordained to summon Mr Audio 
Cunynhame fre ucunde. 

1C98, July 6. Mr Andro Cunynhame, 
pretendit Vicar of Stobo, having been called 
in due form three times at the Kirk doors 
compeared not, to hear and see hiiosalf 
depryvit from the said Vicarage for nnne- 
reaidence and nocht serving the Cure, and 
for other causes to be laid to his charge, or 
else to all^e a reasonable cause irhy tbe 
same should not be done: Bobert Porteous, 
the Presbytery's Officer, reported that he 
had lawfully summoned the said Andro at 
hie dwelling-house and after six several 
knocks at his yett, the said Robert affixed a 
eopy upon bis said yett, because be could not 
apprehend htm personallie: and this waa 
done before these witnessap, John Hepbume, 
burgess of Edinbunh, Patrick Bepbume 
there, and Thomas Wilson, skinner, burgess 
of Bdinbnrgh, with others. 

ISffi, July 7. The Presbytery ordain thft 
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Mme Mr Andro CunynhNini: to be summoned 
as for Ihe third time nnd in caoe he compear 
not he shftll be holden aa coufessed. 

Thk Vic4b Dephivrd. 

1598, July 13. The same dtj Hr Andro 
Onnynhnme having been duly aummooed and 
called three times at the Kirk duots, did not 
oompear, therefore the frefibytery concluded 
and deprived the same Ml Andro from the 
Ticuage of ^tobo conform to the laws uf 
the Rmlm nnd Acta of the Kirk. 

In 1698 and again in 1602, Hr Andro 
Ctunrahtnie, Vicar of Stobo, is mentioned in 
the Register of the Privy Council. In the 
former year the Vicar accumpnnied Am- 
baasadoTS sent by King Jnmea VI to the 
King of Denmark and Piincea of Germany 
to ii^orm them of his preaumptive Suooeeaion 
to the Crown of England. 

1S98, July 20. Adam Hepbume, Minister 
at Stobo reported that the Lady Scmgus 
and Agnee Moriaon hud not satisfied in the 
Kirk of Stobo as ordained by the Preabyt«ry. 
John Ker, Minister of Lyne, is ordnined to 
admonish them to satiny in the Kirk of 
Stobo otheriiiri«e he will proceed against them 
with public admonition. 

1698, July 20. The Presbytery ordains 
tiiat no Bainia shall he baptised, nor 
marriages mnde of any parishioners, that 
want ondentundiDg, except they resort to 
Uie preaching of the Vlord at the Kirks 
where they get the benefit. 

Stobo, 1698, July 37. Reported by Adam 
Hepbom, Minister of Stobo, that the Lady 



Scro . 

Hitk of Stub... 

Stnbo, 1698, August 10. Compeared 
Adam Twetly of Dreva to answer anent 
planting; the Kirks of Drutimielzeor, Divyck, 
snd Brouch'oun within the parsoni^e of 
Stobo; the Presbytery allow him other fifteen 
days to prepare his answer. 
A Fast. 

1698, August 24. Intimation to be made 
next Sunday throughout all the Kirks within 
the lK>undsof the PresSjtfryof a Fast, to 
be on the following Sundny and the other 
Sundays following during the time of Har- 
vest : and the Application in Doctrine to be 
tu thit efi'ect. 

1698, September 7. Compeared the good- 
man of Draway, and promised on this day 
fifteen days to give a reeolute answer as to 
what he will give for planting of the Kirks 
of Drummelrier, Dawick and Broucbtouo. 

PlLQRIHAOE TO THE CBOS-H KiBK OV 

Peebles, 
1599, May 10. On this day the Minister 
of Stobo and Jr)hn Fawsyde and the Minister 
of Innerleithen, William Sanderson, along 
with the Bailies of Peebles and certain other 
gentlemen who had been appointed to lie in 
watt and apprehend any who should come in 

Eilgrimage to the Cro« Kirk of Peebles aa 
ad been the custom for hundreds of yeara 
before the Reformation, now reported to the 
Presbytery that they had apinreheoded oer* 
t«in men and women, from Hawick, Selkirk, 
Minto and other pUces. The ftwbjttiy 
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ordered letters to be nrittsn to the Preaby- 
teries in which they lived »> that proceedings 
should be taken in their cmes. 

YlSTTAIION OF KiRKB. 

1599, June 7. The Brethren of the 
Presbytery think it meet about the Visita- 
tion of Krrksc— Tlint where the Kirk ia 
planted with a Minister, that two or three of 
their nuiii1>er shull bn aiiflicient to visit that 
Kirk. But whcru the Kirk is not planted 
with A Miiiister. tiiu whnle t'resbytury k\iuII 
be present, undur the fiain of public rebuke, 
and A fine of tea shillin^^fii to ••n to the 
Cierk. 

1599, June 21.- The MiniaUr of Stobo, 
Ad:iru Hepburne, and the Miiiinter of 
Kilbucho, John Wemyaa, wuvu mdiiined to 
ride to Kdinbur^h to sdvisu irith tlie rest 
of the Brethren ;inent tlie Answer to lie 
given t<i His Mitjoaty for continuing ot 
the Fast accordini; to the Letter of the 
Pie-ibytery of Edinburgh directed to this 
Presbytery; snd on their return to report the 
saute, so that every brother mity iuform the 
others. 

BoN-FiBRa, 

1690, June 28. On enquiry as to how the 
Fast was kept i it was answered by hU the 
Brethren that it was well keipit; Praised be 
Ood ! The Preebyiery ordain that each 
Minister shall try within his own Pariah the 

Ct profanation done by soma in making 
i-fyres, And to cite them before their 
Sessions, and take such strait order with 
them as shall be found expedient. 

Mr John Wemys'] reported dUJc;ence by 
Adam Hepburne and him in riding to 
Edinburgh, and that after .their return be 
shewed tlie Pretbytery that the Fast was to 
be observed according to the ordinance of the 
Assembly convened in the New Kirk. 
TwBDY OF Drbva to Pebfokh Penance. 

1G99, June 28, James Twedy of Draway 
(Dreva) to compear in the Kirk of Stobo on 
Sabbath day and confess the injury done to 
the Miniater of Dawick and ask hia forgive- 



of Stobo, reported that James Twedy of 
Draway had miule his public repentance in 
that Kirk for the injury done to Mr John 
Fairfoule, Minister of Dawick, and had 
aatisfled according to the Ordinance. 
Public Rsfbhtahcb yoR Bon-Firbb. 
IB90, July 5. The Brethren each reported 
4ii^enc« in r^ard to the ordinantM of the 
Presbytery as to those persons who made 
Bane-fyrea, to the effect that such persons 
were now being tried before tkeir Kirk 
Sessions. The Presbytery ordain them to 
prooeed forward with their TriaJ, and to 
-cause the offenders to make their Public 



Repentance and to find caution under peiialiy 
never to do the like again. This refers to 
the survival of kindling fires at Beltane, a 
relic of Sun-worahip. 

1599, July 26; Adam Hepburne, Minister 
of Stobo, ia ordained to summon Willium 
Waiohe and William Twedy of Dr:iway 
against the next day. 

1599, August 2. Adam Hepburne, Min- 
ister of Stobo. ordained to summon William 
Waiohe of Kin^syde and William Twedy of 
Draway for tho second time. 

1599, Aui^ust 9. Ordain the Visitation of 
the Kirk of Stobu to be on Monday next ihe 
13th of August and to be present thereat, 
Mr Archibald Douglas, Minister at Peebles, 
John Ker (Lyne), Mr John Fairfoule 
(Dawiok), and Adam Hepburne (Stobu), to 

The Visitation of thb Kibk of Stobo, 
THB 13th of Aogust 1599. 

After invocation of the name of God, and 
Eihortation by Adam Hepburne (Stobo), 
the Visitors present being Mr Archibald 
Douglas, Minister at Peebles; John Ker, 
Minister at Lyne; Mr John Fairfoule, Min- 
ister at Dawick, acoording to their Commis- 
sion from the Presbytery. 

The Minister being put forth and tbe 

C*Bhioners questioned concerning his 
trine, life and conversation; they an- 
swered that his life and conversation were 
honest, and that they proGt by his doctrine. 

In further questions they reply that he 
teaches on the Lord's Day, forenoon: 
catechises afternoon: discipline used: thft 
Communion administered; the Kirk visited. 



The Minister being asked if the people 
gave good obeiiietice? he said they did: for 
which the Visitors give praise to (Sod, and 
will the people to continue. 

4nent the Ordinanoe given to Adam 
Hepburn to summon the Lairds of Kingsyde 
and Draway, order was taken with them at 
tho Visitation of the Kirk of Stobo. 

Ohanoi or Niw Ybar's Dat to 
Jandasv 1. 
1600, Januai7 1. New Tear's Daf. In 
this year for the first time, the iH^w Tear 
was arranged to begin on ihe fir^t day of 
January. Hitherto the year had begun on 
the 2Gth of March; hence the pos^bility of 
erroneous reckoning of dates previous to this 
year 1600. 

Laying on of Hands Resuhbo. 

1600. As has been stated formerly, the 

First Book of Diacipline had repudiated the 

LayiLg on of hands at the Ordination of 

Ministers because the miracle hod ceased. 
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The Second Bouk of Disuitilioe, huwever, 
enjoined the practico; still thu rite was 
frei^iiently neglected. The General Assembly 
now declitred. that Laying un ot hnads by the 
Preebytery or Bishops whs cssentiAl to 
' Admiasioa to tlie Ministry. I'he practice is 
still observed in I ho present dny at the 
Ordiiifttion of Ministers. 

Ministers ah M.P.'a. 

The year 1600 wan destined to see Scottish 

MiDif>teT8 elevated U> the dignity of Memhera 

of Parlinment. 'I here were to bo lifty one 



the Romish prelates who had formed the 
Spiritual Kstate. In their appointment the 
Church overwhelmed these ComminKiiiners 
with caveats of all descriptions. They were 
to lay down their commissions every year 
And be re-elected if suitable. All the vncant 
Bishoprics were now filled up 

UxOOMMONJCATIi'K. 

1600, January 24. All the Brethren re- 
ported thnt they had obeyed the ordinince 
for making punlic in'imalion from all the 
pulpite of the Presbytery, of the Eitcom- 
munication of Qeorge Drown, and Janet 
Mossman in Eilbucho, and Margaret Wilson 
in Manor. 

1600, .May 15. The whole uf the Brethren 
T«poited thflt Public InUmation was made in 
all their Kirks of the Kicommunieition of 
John Crafurd, murderer. 

About the beninning of the 17th century 
the Earl of Wigtown obUined Right to the 
I^itroniige of the Church of Stobo. 

I6OO, June IX The rLun-ATioN or the 



KtHKs OK Stobo:— It is thought good that the 
Laird of Dawick, the Goodman of Draway, 
and the Brethren of the Kirks com|>ear and 
be present the next day to make a single 
submission for planting of these Kirks, that 
n settled Minister may be at every one of 
them with a local Stipend. 

IGOO, June 19. Compeared James Tuedye 
of Drairay younjjor, conform to the former 
Ordinance, and declared that he had a power 
of his father Ui conde«ceud in his father's 
name, willing 10 submit himself to the four 
Brethren nominated by the Assembly with 
such others as the Pre.'tbytery ahall appoiut 
for provision of ail the four Kirks of Stobo, 
and Huhscril>ed tlie same. Sic BubsoriUtur, 
James Tuedye. 

Compeared the young Laird of Dawick 
and protested that the Act of the Presbytery 
and of the Assembly made in favour of their 
Kirk mi){lit stand in its own force and effect 
as they were first made Hnd claimed right of 
appeal t() the Assembly if anything was done 
in the contrary. 

For furtherance of the Plantation of the 
Kirks of Siolio, notwithstanding the Deliv- 
erancee of the General Assembly granting 
licence to set tacks thereof. Adam Hepbume 

Krsone of Stobo, deponed in presence of the 
esbytery that as yet no tacks have been 
set by him nor did he mean t^i set tacks 
without advice of the Presbytery exhorting 
him to puraevere in his purpose, •; until the 
foresaid Kirks be sufficiently and peaceably 
planted. 

And to this effect they nominate and 
apiKiint Mr John Wemin, Kilbncho; Ht 
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JamM Logaae, Eddlestone; ajid Alexander 
Flemyng, Glenholm; or any two of them, to 
concur with the Brethren nominated and 
ohooen by the Assembly to ridvise upon the 
plantation of the said Kirks, and their 
meetinij to be on Monday and Tuegday next. 
In like manner the said Brethren are 
ordained to deal with IHwick and Draway 
for uptaking of nil matters questiunablu 
amon^ them except the blude; and if their 
leisure may not serTu, that Juhn Fauayd, 
Newlands, and John Ker, Lyne, speak to 
them thereanent betwixt and this day eight 

1600, June 26. In order that Visitatiuoa 
may be beautified by the presence of persons 

K pointed thereto, it is ordained by thia 
esbytery with common consent, that who- 
aoQvec absents himself from Visitation, being 
deputed thereto, shall without contradic ion, 
pay twenty shiltingit, to be delivered to the 
Clerk; and that the Visitors remember that 
things condescended upon must be performed 
in coDveniecit timd withuut delay. 

1600, July S. Reported by Mr John 
Wemis, Eilbucbo, and John Ker, Lyne, that 
they had gotten no oommuning with th« 
gudeman of Draway b«oauae of his Bbsence 
out of this country being in Edinburgh; but 
according to the Presbytery's appointment 
they should deal with him as has been 
enjoined, concerning all thinga debateable 
between him and the Laird of Dawick, 
whether as to Teinds or land. 

1600, July 3. The matter of Stobo Kirks 
intermeddled with because of the ConventiDn 
of Estatea in Edinburgh, for the present, 
wherein the Brethren deputed by the 
Assembly were so occupied, they comd not 
well deid in the said matter until bettor 
opportunity . 

1600, July lO, Memorandum: that on 
this da^ the Act of Council and Estates 
oonceniing order taken with the poor, was 
produced this day; which every Minister is 
willed to communicate with their flook that 

1600, July 10. Anent the Ooodman of 
Draway, Hr JohnWemi% Kilbncho, reported 
that be had spoken to him personally and he 
promised to ne here this day to give sotne 
answer for plsntinjj of the Four Kirks of 
Stobo. 

And as for things questionable betwixt 
him and Dawick, he alleged that be had a 
proceas depending before the Lords, on the 
uaue of woioh he would do as accords. 

The Presbyter^ having considered the 
anawei', resolved to deal no further in the 
matter in the meantime. 

HARkiAOS Afio Baftish. 

1600, July 17. For removing of the groaa 
ignoraiwe that is among the oommon people, 



it ia onLiined that none be admitted to 
marriage or to have their io&uit baptised, 
except such as have knowledge of the Creed, 
the Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, and 
the Kombec of the Sacraments. 

1600, July 23. Visitation of Stobo re- 
ported according to the several circumstanoes 
and particular points in such sort of trial. 
JS'othinK is found either in the Minister, or 
in the flock, but that which is both comfort- 
table and commendable; praised be Qod. 
Exhorted, therefore, to persevere and in- 

THK Kllta COKSULTB THE TwBEtilES. 

1600. July 28. Nothing conveys so im- 

gessive an idea uf the dependence of the 
ing at this period as the fact that be had to 
invito the co-operatioa oF the Tweedies in 
maintaining order ! The Tweedies of Dreva 
and of Drummelzier, and Veitch of Dawick 
weio summoned to meet the King and His 
Privy Council at Falkland, on the 11th of 
August, in order to j^ive their advice anent 
repressing turbulent Borderers I Of these, 
James Tweedie was ordered, along with his 
retainers, to place himself within nis Castle 
of Drummelzier; and William Veitch to do 
the same within the Castle of Dawick. 

Thb Oowrie CoMSPiBACi'. 
1600, September 25. Ereiy Minister of 
this Presbytery is ordained to satisfy our 
Sovereign Lord's letters craving congratula- 
tions for His Majesty's deliverance from the 
Gowrie Oonspiracy on such dnys as are con- 
tained there, which ordinnnce every Brother 
has fultillcd. 

) Dawick 

1600, December, The Presbytery thought 
good for easement of the Miniators of the 
Kirks of Stobo, and reconciliation of the 
Idird of Dawick and the Goodman uf Draway 
that one Paraon of Peebles deal with the 
Goodman of Draway, elder; and Mr Robert 
Levingstoun, (Skirling), with the Goodman 
of Draway younger, aa occasion shall offer. 

1600, December 15. It was reported by 
the Parson of Stobo that he had neither 
spoken nor written to the GoodnMn of 
Draway by reason he was not in the country. 

But aa to the Goodman of Ilraway 
younger, Mr Robert Levingstoun (i>kirling), 
and Adam Hopbume (Stobo), signified that 
be had spoken to both him and his father, 
in the matter committed to him, but there- 
anent for the present could obtain nothing 
but a plain refusal. And ss concerning the 
Laird of Dawick having conference with him 
also, they find him willing to submit all 
things to the sight of the Presbytery who 
yet willed the Parson of Stobo and John 

us^d to deal further therein by the first 
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1600, DocembOT IB. TTie Pawon of Stobo 
and Ministers uf Dawick and Brummelzeac 
submitted themsetvefl to the Brethren of thia 
Pnebjtmj AOent their Stipends; and being 
remoTed, it is thought jtooa by the Brethren 
with common advice by runson of the con- 
IruverHj atandinK between the I^tird of 
Dawioh and the Goodman of Dravay and in 
oonaideration of other ciicumstances, that 
the aasigiiation of IflOO shall cuotinue and 
atand as before, with thia proviso that they 
be aubjeot to the determinatiDn of the 
Preehytery. 

TwMdT OF Dbbva ISD TH« MtHUTSK. 

1601, FeUrusT^ 12. It ia humbly com- 
plained by the Hiniater of stobo that ho hae 
been heinuiisly injured both in word and in 
deed, by James Tuedy of Draway younger, 
after a vary unseemly mauner, in Uie Kirk 
of Stobo, in preeence of Hr Robert Leving- 
Btoun (^kirliof;), and Mr James Scot without 
any occasion, threatening to rasche one 
sword through him with such outrageous 
speeches as would offend ciril men, let it be 
tne gudly Christians. 

For remedy whereof the foreraid Hrother 
eraved the Presbytery's adTice; who with one 
Toice as feeling memt>ers in our Lord Jesus 
oonnselled him not to tempt God, but to use 
the lawful ordinance and means civilly that 
might repreas his insolence; and in the 
meantime granted liberty to him to with- 
draw himsalf from his flock and to repwir 
hither, as God and His Kirk shonid offer 
good opportuni^. 

1601, February 26. Compeared Adam 
Tuedy, Goodman of Draway, npon the Letter 
sMlt to him, and the Laird of Dawick, and 
signiBed to the Hresbytery that ha is content 
that the contioveny betwixt him and Dawick 
be taken up and reckoned, that thereaifter 
they may submit the matter and decision 
thereof tci friends out brethren: and as for 
the Planting of the Kirks of Stobo he 
referred that to the Preabytery as oooaaion 
■hall be offered. Declaring in the meantime 
Uiat he was ignorant of nia son's oSraice, 
which he wished to be taken away. 

The Presbytery on signification of tha 
Parson of Stobo's mind tnereanent, craving 
their advice therein, by wont, directed their 
Utter unto him subscribed by the HoderHtor 
and Clerk which he received with further 
Information cm-am. 

The MiNwniL Tkhpokakilt Lkavks. 

1601, March 12. At the suit of Adam 
Hepburn (Stobo), and on oiher good con- 
ndeiations, tie ftwsWtary ^wit licenee to 
Mr Archibald Bow (Drumehiat). and other 
bi«thren, to teach at Stobo, a« he shall be 
de^red, and the snid Adorn t« supply thur 
place as oocaaion shall be ofCersd. 

DawioK AND D&xvA Rbooncilbb. 

1601, Haroh 26. The Bratliren appointed 



to meet at Stolio did not convene, beoanae 
the Presbytery was now informed that the 
Lairds of Dawiok and Draway had taken up 
the matter of deb»t« betwixt them and waf9 
now fully a){reed. 

QaiBVANGES or TBK MlHIBTBT, 

laOl March 26. The dangerous state of 
the Ministry serTing in this Sheriffdom of 
Peebles is to be lamented unto the Provinoial 
Aasembty. And among the rest, John Ker's 
(Blidister uf Lyne) Captivity, with spoiling 
of his goodi by robl>ers and thieves. Qilbert 
Taylzeonr's (Minister of Manor), oppreeaion 
done by persona roistered at the horn. 
(Thin refers to the proclaiming of a delinquent 
or a debtor at the Town Cross accompanied 
by three blasts of the horn.) Also the iqjury 
done to Adam Hepbume (Minister ot Stobc^ 
and the great exaction that is craved of 
Hector Cnnstoun (Reader at Peebles), for 
Taxation of his Vicarage pensioner for which 
he serves, being less in quantity and value a 
great deal tlian the "tkx for which he is 
churned; wi h others their grievancee to be 
manifested according to the oircumstanoee 
often liefore represented and as yet not 
manifested. 

1601, March 26 For furtherance of the 
final Plantation of the Kirks of Stobo with 
qualified persons, and local stipends, after 
Oommissicn given to Hr James Logant 
CEkldleaton), and Mr Archibald Douglas, 
Minister at Peebles, and after long confer- 
ence had, by these Commissioners mim this 
Presbytery, with Adam Twedv of Draway 
thereanent, the Presbytery referred to the 
said Adam's choice, whether he would clothe 
himself with the Thirds, as he does with the 
" Two parts " of the Fruits and Rents of the 
Kirks of Stobo, and ao make sufficient 
Provision for the Kirks, and otherwise to 
demit the same, into the Parsone of Stobo's 
hands, and he to appoint and to assign to 
Ministers actually serving at the said Kirks 
at the sight of the Preabytery. 

The said Adam took this to advisement, 
till Friday come eitfht days, at which time he 
should make and give in offers. To this the 
Pre«liyteiy agreed, and willed the Brethren 
to be preeent that day, that they mieht 
handle Uie matter advisedly with othw 
particulais to >« brouoht in at their meet- 
ings. 

Tbb Vioab koiiM. 

1601, April 16. In like manner Summons 
is directed charging Mr Andrew Cunynhame 
pretended Vicar of Stobo. 
A WrroH. 

1601, April 30. It is thought good that 
the Brethren cause search to be made for 
the am)Tehenaion of Janet Kailxia delated to 
be a Charmer and a Witch; whilk thing th^ 
all did, but of her as yet they had gottao ao 
knowledge. 
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Rkltams at thk Cboob Eihk. 

ISOl, April 30. The Pnahfteir appoint 
(hot even brother desire some GSentlemen of 
theii pwishes to be present on Skturdiif »t 
Ureo, ftad on the Lord's day thereafter, to 
prevent »nd stay the SuMtatition I'f the 
people oomins to the Ctohs Kirk of Peebles. 

H» 14. It wu reported b; the Minister 
«nd Bailiae of Pocbles that at the Beltayne 
thera was no Resorting of people into the 
Oroea Kirk to oommit any si^ of Supersti- 
tion there. Wherefore in the Lord the 
Preabytery rejoiced exhorting them in like 
muiner in time coming to use the like 
diii^eooe that all abnee of the plice may be 
avoided. 

Thk Vicab Aoaik. 

ISUl, April 30. Sammonaea given ont on 
l&th of April 1001 citing Mr Andrew 
Gunynhame, pretended Viosr of Stobo, for 
auoh oatises as therein oontained, were 
Iwought in and produced duly execute and 
indorsed against him on the 22Dd djiy of 
April by Mr James Soot (Brouchtdun) befor* 
Adam Tuedy of Draway, James Tuedy his 
•on, and Adam Thomson apothecary wit- 
oesMS to the indorsation. Whereupon the 
.etid Hr Andrew being called and not com- 
paaring, summonaea are directed fn teauids 
with oertiflcation that if he compear not, the 
B of the Kirk will be used against 



wuning Mr Andrew C , _ . ._ , 

tended vicar ot Stobo, to oompear to hear 
himself deposed for non-residence, and other 
■GtHises contained therein aooording to the 
Acta of the Asaembly, was brought back duly 
•execute and indorsed by John Ferguson, 
-offioer of thatpftrt;witno>iw tohia execution, 
Qeorge Muirhead, John Learmont, and John 
Borne, indwellers in Bdintiurgh. Where- 



rn he being called and not compearing, 
third Summons is appointed to bo given 
«ut witti certification thst whether ho 



pear or not, the Preebytery will proceed to 
the Sent«nDe of Deposition against him. 

IWl, May 21. Tlie three Sumroona 
-charging Mr Andrew Conynhama,' pretended 
Ticar of Stobo, acoording to the former 
Ordinance, were this day given out to John 
Ker (Lyne), appointed to deUver them to 
the Feraone of Stobo which he did. 
Tki Yioab D>p<~aBD. 

leOl, June 4. The Third Summtms warn- 
ing Hr Andrew Cunynhame, pretended 
Vmw of btohu, Ac., given out 28th Hay 
1601, was produced thia day by the Persons 
<A Stobo, duly execute and indorsed, and 
tbaraupon he being thrice called at the Kirk 
doto', and not competing, the Presbytery on 
eoDsidention of hia conttunac? asthe Prooeai 
bean, and hia inaUli^ to uae Koy Oharge in 
-the Kixk of God, nao-TOHdwiee and cthct 



les, accesaory theietO) declare 
him not only unsbla to uae function in the 
Kirk; but al^o depose hint simplioiter from 
all title and right of the foresaia Ticarsge of 
Ptobo, hitherto wrongously posaessed by bim, 
now deprived therefrom, acoording to the 
Acts ot the Aaseinbliea, and our Sovereign 
Lord's Paitiamenta, conform to which, the 
aforesaid Benefice ia daoemod to vaik, and 
another more qualified person is willed to be 
presented thereto. 

jBOrABDT OF THE MlIflSTZIIS. 

1601, June 4. Commiesion isgiven to Mr 
John WemysB, Minister of Kilbiicho, to 
lament ttie state of the Brethren of this 
County, greatly jeopudisad by means of 
thieves and oppresaora, tikely to damnify 
them, both in their goods and bodies, and 
that to the King's Majesty, and His High- 
ness' Council, that remeid may be had 
thereto; and in the meantime they counsel 
Adam Hepburn, Minister of Stobo, and 
Gilbert Tailzeour, Slinister at Manor, to 
resort acoording to the ordinances oF the 
Assembly to represent their own oaam to 
His Majesty as Qod shall offer them oppor- 
tunity. 

Drcva and thb Thikdb. 

1601, June 4. Acoording as tJie oooasioa 
cdSsred, the BretJiren of the Kirks of Stobo 
showed that Adam Tnedy, Qoodmao of 
Drsvay, refused to take on him the harden 
of the Thirds of Stobo, to be reoMved by 
him, and payment making of the foreaaid 
Brethren's stipend, notwithatanding the 
Ordinance of the Asaemhiies to the coutiaij. 

The Presbytery on oonsideratioo hereof, 
after conference with the aforesaid Goodman, 
remitted thia matter to the Presbyteiy <k 
Edinbnigh, and hereonent find no &ult in 
tiie Persona of Stobo. 

SoBMKsiOM or Driva. 
1601, June 18. Id presence of the whole 
Presbytery this day cocnpeared Adam Tuedy 
of Dnway and James his son, sad of his own 
acoord voluntarily submitted bimaelf ais- 
^oiter to the Decreet Arbitnl of five 
BretJiren nominated by him namely — Mr 
James Logane(Eddlestoun}, Mr John Wemn 
(Kabucho), Mr Robert Levingstoun (Skir- 
ling), Mr Alexander Flemyiie (Olenhtjm), 
and John Fausyd (NewlandsX aamest^ 
desirii^ to take upon t^em the burden of 
deoerning in the Cause questionable, serving 
for the provision and pUnting of the Four 
Eirka of Stobo, promising faithfully before 
God and the whole Brethren that he should 
with his son yield to bh^ Deoreet. And 
tiiereupon gave hia hand with signification 
that if he ever cane in the cot^raiy theraot, 
he should be laputod the most inbnioiis man 
tAat lives on the eaxth, nnwoctiiy of any 
credit, and shall ^ve over all wiUoat onw 
contntdiction or rsroostion tiMiwof . Whiob 
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SubnuMioD the Prasbjteij Mcmri«d (uid 
willed tbe Brethren nominkt«d by fiiro to do 
their duty freel; in that matter without 
leepect '>f persona. Viaitvion the next daj 
is apjKii lied to be At Stobo. 

TiBiTAXion OF Stobo. 

1601, Jane S6. IntheViatktiaii of Stobo, 
Adam Hepburn, HiniBter, nothing is found 
in his p(a«oa or in the Execution of hia 
offlee but that which is in the Loid oommend- 
ftble. Where thruu){h both hiafMnily, Eldam 
ud other memberB of Seeuon nre well 
reported of, leaving all things orderly 
bandied without offence, giring good example 
to frtheiB in all the aevenl points of Visita- 
tion, allowed bf the FresbTtery and exhorted 
to peraerere. 

Compeared Adam Tuedy of Draway and 
James his son. and in preeenoe ot the 
Prnabytery, now as before Toluntarily aub- 
UHtted himself to the Decreet Arbitral of t^ 
Brethren nominated by him the day prtioed- 
ii^. Oblinng himself and his son to stand 
by their deliverance, and for assoranoe they 
consented that Archibald Frank, notAty 
public, should pen the Submission in dne 
torm. and they desire that the Brethren 
should pronounce tbeir Decreet between this 
«nd the 7th of July next. 

1601, July 1. Tho firethron to whom the 
matter of Stobo was Bubmitt«d, reported that 
they were doing aceordins to tJie will of the 
Presbytery, and ahoold end the matter 
jspeedUy, with all convenient diligenoe. 

1602, March 18. TbeOoodman of Dnway 
ia ordained to be mmmoDed to oompear 
before the Praet»teiy at their next meeting 
to declare what Miniatw hod signified to him 
that the Prosbytory was purpoaed to Mtt 
Adam Bepbnme as ia alleged. 

1602. — Tbb OastrtAVH Platt:— Pkbbttkki 

IX FADI.T. 

Uy lord OoUee(«« being present declared 
that the Stay (otopfwce) of tjiat work jiro- 
«Mded opon the dentut of the Preehyteriea, 
who fOr tba moat put had never returned an 
Answer to His HajeetyH Letters, directed by 
the Commissioners of the Constant Hatt, 
without which thc^ could not proceed. The 
Assembly directs anch aa have not produced 
their anawets to produce them the mome. 

160S. Saptiam wab now pennitted to be 
«elebTat«d m Chnrch upon other than 
Prenchii^f days. 

1602, March 36. The Preel^tery sent in 
the at^ment to the Commiaaioners of tite 
Gmeral Piatt that there are at this dat« 
eighteen Kiifa within the Pte*b7t«ry— 
Peebk^ Hanor, I>awibk, Dramelaiv, Lyne, 
Olenqnhoma, Eilbudio, Skirling, Broogbton, 
Stobo, Kirkurde, I^mtoon, Heinandt, 
Bddilstown, Inn^eithen, l^aquair, KailBe, 
Sendarland. 



Thi State of thi Ejbk of Siobo:— 
Stobo ia a prinoipal Kirk not meet to be 
joined to another, having three Pendicles, 
namdy—Dawick, DrumMcier, Broughton. 
The Paffun of old was the Bishop oTOlas- 
gow; of new, my Lord Thirlestane. 

The number of Communioanta is between 
three and tour hundred. The rental of the 
wh<de PoTMnaite about Twenty Chalders of 
Victual, which may be more pottioularly 
known by the Rental Book of Hr John 
Callbowne P&tsoun for the time, lying in the 
Clerk's bands. 

The state of the "Two port" presently set 
in Tack to Adam Tuedy of Draway for 300 
marks, Hr Archibald Calhoune Paisone 
thereof. 

The Third thereof unaet in Tack, and lifted 



Tack of the "Two part" is Adam Tuedy'a 
lifetime, with nineteen years to an heir, l^e 
number of the ploughs is uncertain in 
respect of the state of the country. What 
may be the avail of the Teinda after the imue 



of uie Tacks is uncertain, but as it ^eai 
Ood to give His bleesii^. Present Tito 
Adam Hepbur 



An Altarage lyin^ in Stobo called Our 
Lady Altonge, the tifJe whereof is disponed 
by Bis Hana^ to the said Adam. The 
Rental of thia Altarage cannot be had, eon- 
aiating of annuals lying is Peebles. 

Hie Vicarage vacant for the present. 

Tbe Rental uneerbun to ua in respect it 
I by Hr Andrew Cunynhome at 



whereto Teind-wool and lamb do not belong. 

DaiVA AKO THB KiKKB OF StOBO. 

1602, April 1. The Goodman of Draway 
being called and notoompeariof;, to the effei^ 
aforesaid, as he was warned, is (odained t« 
be warned again with certification. 

1602, April 29 The Goodman of Draway, 
elder, being called and not oompearing, it 
beii^ reported that he was out of the 
country, in Teviotdaill, ia ordained piv tertic, 
to bo warned with eerti6oation that if be 
compear not, the Presbytery will use the 
oensurea ef the Eirk against him. 

Hr J»mea Scot, elect to BroohtoDn, to 
whom tbe summons of the Assembly was 
delivered, is appointed to warn the QoodmAa 
of Draway and all others pretending interest 
to the Fruits of Stobo Kirka, to compear 
before the Brethren depute Oommisaionera 
from the Awembly in the East Kirk, on 
Wednesday next, for such Causes as are then 
to be shewn to them for furtherance of the 
Plantingof the Kirks of Stobo, but partico- 
laily (rf Broohtonn, whereto appoien^ Vx 
James Soot ia to enter oonform to the Kdieta 
heretofore served. 
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1602, May 13, Tbe Colleotton for tha 
PreBbytery's Bursei to be taken up in all 
the Kirks within the Boaads. 

1603, Ha7 20. It is ooodeeoeaded that 
Adam Tued; of Diaway be warned to coiU' 
pear the next day, and that by the Fersoun 
of Peebles if the »id Adam be in the country, 
to qualify the ainistrouB report that has been 
■hoirn to have proceedea from him ansnt 
the cataptng of our Brother the Persoun of 
Stobo by the Presbytery. 

1603, May 27- The Persoun of Peebles 
raported that in Ediaborgh he had met with 
the Ooodmaa of Draway, and had willed him 
aocordinji; to the Ordinanoe of Presbytery, to 
oompear this day, but that the said Qoodman 
oould not conveniently attend, being waiting 
on the Lords of iJeasion to end his Process of 
Iaw with competitors. 

The Presbytery admitting for the interim 
the eicuae, ordnined the said Goodman to be 
summoned by letter to compear next day 
with certification, &c. 

1602, Jnne 3. Compearinj; Adam Tuedy 
of Draway; excused nis not compearinn 
before, alleging no contempt of the Preeby' 
tery's warning but his earnest afiaiiH had 
hindered him; and ns for the Report of 
cvtuping of Adam Hepbume, the Persoun of 
Stobo by the Preebytery, depones and takes 

ri his conscience that he cannot remember 
ever he did apeak of it or not. This 
matter upon occasion is continued till after- 

, 160S, June 10. It is willed that the Good- 
man of Draway be warned to compear the 
next day to eee if his memory serves him 
better to declare the verity complained of 
before to him, aneat the tmfiitg of our 
Brother the Minister of Stobo by the Preal^- 
tory. 

PAPIffTKT. 

1602, June 17. Conform to the ordinanoe 
of the Kirk and Acts of Parliament, the 
Presbytery ordains every Brother to try each 
within his o«d congregntion if they can find 
any one suspected of Papistry aed to delate 
them the ne^t day, so that they ma^ be 
moved to subscribe the Confession of Faith. 

1602, June 17. The Goodman of Dnway'e 
OitatioD continued because of his abeeooa in 
Bdinbu^h till he be in the country, and then 
to be warned to compear firimt juegiu Umfort 
by the Minister of Ihtwidc. 

1602, June 24. The Galling of the Good- 
man of Draway is delayed until Adam Hep< 
bum's (Stobo) preaenoe. 

1602, July 1. Compeared the Goodman 
of Draway as he was warned, denied alto- 
lather that ever he spake anything oonoem- 
ntg the cra/ftng ot our Brother the Minister 
oS Stobo b^ the Presbytery; notwithstanding 
that the sud Brotbw affirmed the contrary. 



cumspect in speaking anything either of the 
Presbytery or yet of their broDier. except he 



tlj02, July 1. Hr Adam Hephume, Min- 
ister of Stobo, being voted on. was sent to 
the Presbytery of Dunbar to be present at 
the Admission of Mr John Manuell to the 
Ministry. 

1602, July 28. Stobo Kirk is appointed to 
be visited next Wednesday, by Mr Robert 
Levingstoun (Skirling). Mr John FnirfouU 
n>awick), John Ker (Lyne), and Mr Gilbert 
Tayleour (Manor). 

Report of tsk Tismnoir or Stobo. 
At Stobo, 1th August 1602. Adam Hep- 
burn, Minister, being remuved, and inquisi- 
tion being used by t£e Visitors before nom- 
inated, namely — Mr Robert Levingetous 
(Skirling), Alexander Flemyng (Glenholme), 
John Ker (Lyne), John Fairfoull (Dawick), 
and Gilbert I'aiheoui (Manor), as well con- 
oerning him in bia person, office, family, and 
other things belonging to him, as the state of 
tha parish, and government thereof, accord- 
ing to the sever^ heads ot Visitation. No- 
thuiK thereanent is found, but that is in the 
Lord cunimendable: only the Kirk is nut 
found water-tight: promised to be repaired 
with diligence. And the Minister craved 
greater asaistance of the Gentlemen accord- 
ing to the order laid duwn, that Discipline 
may be executed; which they promised to 



do. 



EXKRCISE TO BB FORIHIOBTLT. 



1602, Atuust 12. Upon sundry oi 
but porticuhrly of the unseasonable weather, 
and the danger wherein the Brethren are, 
by means of thieves daily crossing their ways 
as they travel to the PSresbytery, it is con- 
descended that the Gxeroise be ke}A every 
fourteen days in time coming. 
A HomLiATioH. 

1602, August 26. It is thought expedient 
on snndry needful oocaaions, but mainly of 
the tempest all this year threatening calamity 
to the fruits of the earth, and consequently 
dearth and famine to the land, that there be 
a Humiliation of the people, with Public 
Fastii^; to be intimated this Sabbath by 
every Brother to their several oongre^tions; 
and the Salibath thereafter to be solemnly 
kept according to the Book of Fasting, and 
to exhort all persons all the Sabbath there- 
after to use greater temperance and sobriety 
than heretofore they have done. 
Trb Hmdrbu Iuj. 

1602, October 7. For as much as Adam 
Hepburn, Stoi<o, is tied unto his bed by sick- 
neas, and has suited Supply of some Brothers 
to teach in his place John Ker, Hiniater at 
Lyne. is deputed to help him. 
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DbaTH of THI HlNIbTKR 

1602, October. Hr Apam Hepburn, Min- 
ister of Stobo, died. He bad been Minister 
from 1692, and bad oaiufJated bis tenth year 

1602, November 35. On oonmderation 
that Agnea Foulis, spouse to the late Adam 
Bepbume, Minister and Paraoun of Stobo, 
bad desired that such Brethrea as had an^ of 
ber husband's books that thej should debrer 
them tomorrow, on condition that if she had 
any of theirs, in like manner she would 
render them; and besides she craved that 
some Brethren might be nominated and 
appointed to view the Manee and houses 
built by her said late husband, and to see 
the Valuation thei'eof, made by some crafts- 
men called for that purpoBe, the Presbytery 
oondescendB that both the one and the other 
shall be fulfilled, according to her petitions, 
tomorrow; and to this end ordains their 
Biethren Mr James Logane (Eddlestoun), 
John Fausyde (Newlands), Alexander 
Fleming (Qleiiholm), and Mi Archibald 
Bow (Drumelzier), and Gilbert Tailseour 
(Manor), to repair the morna to Stobo to 
that eflect. 
Slbbath Pbofamkw to P&c PtHALXits. 

1602, November 25. The Presbytery 
ordain that all piofaners of the Sabbath day 
whether by handiwork, or by gaming, or 
playing, or otherwise misbehaving them- 
selves contrary to the Acts of the Kirk shall 
in the meantime exactly pay the penalty ns 
shall be enjoined them by their Minister and 
Kirk ttesaions, with promise to eschew the 
same in all time ooming, under the pain of 
doubling the penalty, conform to the Acts of 
Parliament, and of making Public Repent- 
ance openly in the Seat of Repentance. 
And the Uko order to be taken with them 
who superstitiously observe papistical Fes- 
tival Days, or resort to other parishes where 
such rit«s are still kept; and all such perBODs 
to be in the meantime sharply rebuked 
aooording to the Word, with certiQcation 
that if amendment do not speedily follow, 
they should Incur the censures of the Kirk. 

1602, November 26. For satisfying of 
Agnes FouUis, spouse of the late Adam 
Hepbume, the Brethren before nominated, 
oouform to the direction of the Presbytery 
met at Stobo, where some Brethren deliv- 
ered the Books craved, Mid heard the value 
of the Building of the Uanae hoasee, deolaied 
vtrbatim of John Park and James Haldane, 
craftsmen, willed to report tiie same, in writ 
to the Presbytery. 

1602, Deoember 9. Hr Archibald Row 
(Dmmaliear), ptodnoed a PrMentation unto 
the FUsonage of Stobo directed from the 
Countess of Caasilis unto this Prosbyteiy, 
who delayed answer thereto till the next day 
to be advised upon. 



Valuation c 



' TBI Uassb. 



Aocording to the direction and appoint- 
msnt of the Presbytery was produced this 
day the following writ: — 

That upon the aSth day of November 1603 
at the desire of the Brethren of Ttreeddate, 
and Agnee Foullis, relict of Adam Hepburn, 
Minister at Stobo, we John Frank and James 
Haddanc, masons and Wrights pnased to the 
Manse pertaining sometime to the said 
Adam, and there tifter mature advice and 
deliberation, taken, comprised to our judg- 
ment what the said Adam had justly spent 
upon the building and repairing of the said 
Manse in manner foUowius;, viz.: — The 
winning and carrying of the stones to the 
said Munse 40 merks money; item more, 40 
chalders of lime, first buying upon the hill, 
40 merks, and leading of the same, uight 
score merks; item more for sand to mingle 
the lime 20 merks; item for working the 
masons' work four score pounds: item two 
doors with locks, and bands effeiring thereto; 
item three case windows with burd brods 
and two atynchalls uhksynit above; it«m four 
oak joist« with a loft laid; item the house 
head with two caps set on roof with pan 
and roof, with three dozen of Leith spars 
with bowgar staiks, and wattela, with thack 
and divots, with the workmanship of the 
wright, price thereof together 40 pounds; 
item more spent on the nether hall, the 
Bam and the Uttle house next the Kitk, 
spent on the said three houses 40 pounds; 
and notwithstanding of the which sum ipent 
and bestowed in manner above written, 
which would extend to greater avails, we by 
the t«nor hereof conjoin and modify the 
whole amount in one pecuniary sum of 400 
merks. This we will take upon us on our 
honesty and credit. In witness whereof we 
have subscribed these presents with our 
hand, John Frank with my hand; James 
Haddane with my hand. 

This matter the Presbytery continues till 
Qod offer the occasion that a qualified person 
be planted pastor at Stobo with whom they 
have resolved to take such order as both they 
that have interest may be satisfied, and he 
not overcharged according to the Acts of th« 
Assembly ana good conscience. 

PKnufKATioH TO Stobo. 

1603, January 6. Hr Arobib«ld Row 
(Drumslsear), produced his Presentation to 
the Personage of Stobo and craved admission, 
which the I^«sbyt«ry oontinuas till next da^ 
upon the information made to them 1^ tSx 
John Wemia' (Kilhncho) lettor dated from 
Edinbni^h. 

Dsita'b Otrkcis. 

1608, January 20. Oompe»red Adam 
Tnedy elder of Drawi^i u admonished for 
not answering Uie wamia([ tA the Preebytarj 
dnly; as also is obliged with the aUnilaT tiuft 
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ia oonstMit ukd fcequeat nneat tho odultsry 
committed with Bessy Thoioson spouse to 
Hatthev Thumson in Sootstoun. 

Whereunto the skid Adam nwde »nswer, 
first, in aU humble manner, that if heboid net 
oompearad, it was not of presumption or 
oontumw^, but only his absence out of the 
oouotij and other urgent aflaira hindering 
him. Andnsto the slander, affirmed that 
be gave no ocowion thereof. However, aa it 
is token, he avowed himself innooeut. 

The Presbytery exhorting him to deal 
truly and honestly ordain him to avoid all 
occasion of offeiioe, both publicly and pri- 
vately and in eepecial inhibic him to repair 
to her house, nor yet to be seen with that 
woman in any other house, with certification 
that the aame shall be holden pta cai^este, if 
he ooatravened this Ordinance and shall 
incur the censuree of the Church. As to 
the woma i, as sunn as she convalesces, she 
is ordered to be warned by the Minister of 
Newlands, to compear im the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr Bow's Pbesbntatioa. 

1603, January 20. Anent the Presentation 
of Mr Archibald Bow (Drumelzear) to the 
PeTBOuage of Stobo, it is deaired by the 
Presbyt^y that he purge himself of ambiiiu 
Sinumiat and piwtion, and if he has promised 
any taok or right to any other than the 
kindly tacksman and possessions ! Answered 
that he suited it simply acoording to the 
Kule of the Apostle and that he had given 
no money therefor, but that his friends had 
purchased it unto him for the Use of tiie. 
Churofa without any manner of paotioa to 
any person alive. The Preaiiytery removing 
him and deliberatinj; in his abeenoe, what is 
meeted to be done, it waa appointed that 
Edicts abonld be served at the Four Kirka 
of Stobo, intimating hia Presentation to the 
ParaoDsge of Stobo, and that he should 
teach nt Stobo that the parii«hioners thereof 
should have interest to object upon these 
condiiions, that if at any Umd hereafter he 



1603, February 3. Uuon good oonsider- 
aUons it is appointed that Hr Archibald 
Bow's (Dnimelzear) Collation shall be sub- 
scribed upon condition that sufficient Pro- 
visioo be made for the Kirks of Stobo 
conform to his predeoesaor's Assent. In like 
manner that be set no Tacka without the 
advice of the Presbytery in prejudice of the 
old puasM-iora, notwithitaoding any licence 
granted oi to be granted. 

Whereunto the said Mr Archibald yielded, 
mbmitted himself, always to the arbitrument 
«f the PrMbjt«ry as well in this matter as 
«U otiters concerning the novision of these 
Kirks according to the direotioii of the 
Preebytwy to be piionded. 



And in the meantime the Collation to 
abide in the Clerk's or Moderator's hands 
untU the Presbytery be further advised with 
the next Synod 

So it is subscribed Mr A. Bow. 

1603, February 17. Tho Ediota given out 
to be served at tdl the Four Eirka of Stobo, 
beinf[ produced with theii due execution, 
and indorsations and no person compearing 
to shew any thing against Mr Archiliald Row, 
and the said Mr Archibald beinj^ removed, 
upon sundry oonsiderations, but especinlly 
for preventing of inconvenienoe and pro- 
jndioe of the Entrant, the Presbytery i^ter 
deUberating and voting, condescend that the 
Collation bIihII he subscribed and delivered 
to him on the coniitioos specified in the 
former Ordinaaceu; appiiinting him in the 
meantime to be subject to the censure and 
arbitrament of the Presbytery under the 
piin of Deposition as well from his Bejiefioe 
as hia Office. But especially in delivering 
again both of Preaentatioa and Collation to 
Uie Preabytery in case the same be not 
allowed by the next Synod. 

So it is subscribed Mr A. Bow. 
Bdkiai. wuhin Kirkh. 

1603, March 31. For the Staying of 
Burial in Kirks in all time coming, the 
Preebytory ordain that in the Visiwtion of 
Kirks every person pretending to have 
interest to tMve Burial within thrm, ahall be 
warned to compear, to hear themselves 
niahibited therurom under the pain of 
incurring the censures of the Kirk and other 
penaltiaii accoiding to the Acts of the Gen- 
eial Assembly and the Laws of ihe land. 
Turn Lands oe thx AwjHSis&Anuc. 

Tn 1603, April 7, the King granted to 
Ludovic Duke of Lennox from whom he the 
King waa descended, the lands belonging to 
the Arohbiahourio of Qlasgow including 
Stobo, paying therefor £109 la 2d, also lS 
Bolls of barley; twenty BoUi of meal; 43 
wedders, and 14 dozen capons. 

1603, April 14. Compeared adun Tuedy 
of Draw^, accused of violating the Act madiB 
on 20th January 1603, but denied the same. 
Whereupon the Presbytory, weighing cir- 
oumatances, continues further 'Trial bere<rf 
till farther advisement. With certification, 
eto. 

1603, April 38. Compeared Be«y Thom- 
Bon, as she was warned, and denied the 
Charge of Adultery with Adam Tuedy, elder 
of Draway. She waa admuniahi;d t«> avoid 
all occasion of scandal. 

Ub Row's AoBEmaHT. 

1603, April 38th. Mr Archibald Bow 
(Dnuoelzear) being removed, and the Breth- 
ren advising in his absence, how he shall he 
locally and conveniently placed at Stobo, he 
again entered and acoortUng to the Suit ot 
the Preabytery, signified that be would 
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assign to the Ministers ot the Kirk of Stobo, 
the whole Thirds of the Teind Sheaves ei- 
teudiog to Six Chaldon, 13 BoU^ together 
with the whole Ticuage of Stobo to be iiarted 
at Ihe diacretion of the Pieebfteryi ftud shall 
not come i^i[ainst thin under pain of Depos- 
ition. So he Hubsoribed Mr A. Bow, 

The Presbfterf on consideration thereof, 
think it expedient for satisfying the request 
of the parishionerti of Stobo, upon the con- 
ditions afuresftid, and others before specified, 
that the said Mr Archibald be iiiBU){urated 
Uiniater and Pcrsouae there, the next 
l^ursdajr. and Mr John Wemis, Kilbuoho, 
to teach there for the time. 

Mk Row Inauoukatbd avd Ivgrrnrren. 

1603, May 6. After £nyer and Exhorta- 
tion made by Mr John Weoiia, Kilbucho, on 
1 Timothy 4th chapter, the said Mr John, 
Moording to Uie direction uf the Presbytery, 
beiiw accordingly proposed with the Parsouo 
of Peeblee, Mr John FairfouU, Daviok, 



e of the whole parish, 
ihe time, inaugoate and institute Mr Archi- 



tions specified 1 

1603, Hay 11. A letter is appointed to be 
penned by the Clerk to lie sent to the relict 
of uroquhile, Adam Hepbmrn, to get the keya 
of the Uanse of Stobo to be dalivraed to Mr 
Archibald Bow. 

Which w«s done. 

1603, June 9th. The matter anent Agnes 
Foullia relict of Adam Hepburn, according 
to the Direction of the lost Synodal Assembly, 
is remembered to this day, and the Brethren 
appctnted to decern therein enjoined to out- 
led the tame, seeing it ia devolved in their 
hands. And that Mr Archibald Bow ahaD 
for his part cause some oraftman viae the 
Hanae of Stobo, and estimate the same. 
Which they have promised to fulfil as oon> 
veniently as possible. 

IWS, Junes. Adam MoEie, Bargees of 
Dumfries, on consideration of his deeolate 
«Btate, and manifold t«istimoDials verifying 
his honexty and craving supply, is recom- 
mended to the pas'ora and oongrogationa of 
the Presbytery, who collected 24 merks and 
.delivered the same to him. 

1603. — Hk Archibald Row, tbird 
MmiBTita OF Stobo. 

Archibald Bow, A.H., was translated from 
Dmmmelzier; he was praaented by D^ne 
Jean Fleming, life-renter of Thirlestane, 
with consent <^ John, Earl of Casailta, her 
hnsbond, of John, Lord Thirlestane, and of 
Sir Richard Ookbom of Olerkington, his 
curator, 11th and 13th Deoember, and oon- 



Qift from Hit Majesty of the Chaplainry of 
the Lady Altar in the Pariah Kirk of Stnbo, 
31iit H«7 1606. He died in 1618, a^ed about 
47. His relict was, Agnes Fairfull. 

Archibald Row was the sixth son of Mr 
John Row. Minister of Perth. He was 
baptised 23rd March 1571. He studied and 
atbuned his degree at the UniTeraity of 
Edinburgh 28th July 1596. He had been 
admitted to Drummelziec 4th October 1(W8; 
and aa has been shewn was translated to 
Stobo in 1603. 

D&MVA Airo His Snis. 
1603, June 16, The Ooodman of Draway 
alder, and Beaay Thomson being otlled, and 
not compearing, are ordained to be warned 
the next day with certification that if they 
fail to obey the summons the Ceniures of 
the Kirk shall be nsed i^ainst them. 

1603, June 30. Compeared Adam IMedy 
of Draway and Bsssie Thomson confeesing 
that they had transgressed the Presbytery's 
Ordimince but protested that they had not 
given oocaaion of slander. N'ot withstanding 
it was otherways affirmed by the Miniatet (H 
Newlands in their faces. However, for 
removing of the offence, and that he and 
she might use themaelvea Ohristianly, it is 
ordained that they are charged apuii acta to 
compear before the Congregation of Kew- 
lands on a Sunday, publicly to purge them- 
selves in all their audience of the aforeaaid 
•lander; and to this effect wills their Brother 
Mr James Logane (Eddlestoun) to t«aoh 
there, and the Minister of Hewlands to 
owmpy his place, which was done. 
Kino Jaubs VI and I. 
Every person to keep their own Kirk 
every Sabbath day. And the Fast before 
the Kind's Coronation to be intimated by 
erery Minister to his own coagregdtion. 

1603, July 21. It is reported that the 
Fast has been dulv observed, and the 
Brethren are exhorted to cantinue in prayer 
for His Majeoty. 

Queen liliEiilieth of England had died on 
the 34th of March, and Kmg James of Soot- 
land became thereby Kins of the United 
Kingdom of Scotland and Elngtaod, with 
Ireland. On the 3rd of April he listened to 
a farewell sermon in )St Giles' and in a few 
days thereafter, he crossed the Border and 
set font in his new Kingdom. 

1603, August 4. The Yisitation of Dawick 
is reported this day, and Stobo is appointed 
to be visited on Monday oome eight daya. 
At Stobo. 
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beinK visiton. Nothing, 
Bleeaed be God, was Found there, but that 
which is in oui Lord commendable as touch- 
ing the state of that Kirk, and members 
thereof. Only the Hiniator laments their 
rare meeting on the Sabbath aftemooa, and 
that hitherto the parish has been slack to 
kMp their Kiik watertight. 

Which they promised to repair with dili- 

A Fast. 

1603, September 15. A Solemn Fast to 
be obseiFod by all the Cotif(re^tiuna wibhiu 
the Bounds, with suit of alstinence on the 
Sabbath successive, because the Sabbath is 
oommonl; profaned by Trysts after sermon 
whereupon follows ident driDking to the 
offence of many. 

The SnPiKDS or thh Foub Kieks. 

1603, October 13. Ur Archibald Kow. 
Miniater and Persoun of Stobo, conform t« 
the advice and appointment of the I'resby- 
tery, condescende that Brochtoun, Drummel- 
xear, and Dawiok be provided with the whole 
Thirds of the Teind Sheaves of ^tobo, to- 
gether with the Vicarage thereof in this 
maaner, viz., — That Drummelzeor have 29 
Bolls; with the whole Vicarage. And the 
other two Kirks each of them to have forty 
Bolls and the same to be this year imitaatly 

r formed by registering it after this manner 
Uie Book of Assiifnations. 

The Designation of the Qlebe of Stobo to 
be renewed to-morrow by Mr Robert Leving' 
stoun, SkirliD^, Mr John Wemis, Kilbucho, 
and Gilbert Tailzeour, Manor, unto Archibald 
Row, Minister and Peisoun of Stobo conform 
to hie predeoessor's Designation and Acts of 
Parliament which was done. 

Btjbiai. witsin EiSks. 

1603, October 27. Forasmnch aa offence 
is taken by our parishioners because in some 
kirks the Ministers tolerate Burial within 
their Kifks; and that others mairy on the 
Lord's Day, whereby other good Brethren 
that do not BO are diHillowed by their parish- 
ioners therefore for uniformity it is oiaved 
theresnent, that either by Acts of Assembly, 
universally through all, or otherwise, liberty 
be granted to do Uie same for avoiding of aU 
•OTWof offence. 

1603, October 27. William Tuody of 
Stobo disobedient to his Session, is ordained 
to be admonished publicly, or else to pro- 
mise to compear ' tna next day before the 
Fkeebytery to be duly censured nnder pain 
of contomaoy. 
Vailvkk or THi Plahtjho or thh Kibks. 

1603, November 10, The PresbytAry 
nailing to mind with ^riet of heart, that 
their good pnrpoM tending to tlie glory of 
Qod, and winmng of souls, the Plantfttion of 



the haill Kirks of Stobo with Ministers, 
resident, and looal Stipends, having thereto 
the consent and assent of the Persons of 
Stobo, to be let and hindered by the last 
Synodal Assembly, disallowii^; the same 
through the private dealing of some particu- 
lar peraons, ainistrously informinf; their 
Wisdoms and preoccupying their minds; 
where through these flocks for the must part 
are made pastoiless since that time, and the 
Presbytery with disgrace have been and are 
diaoouraged in their godly enterprises, and 
enormities have fallen out within the Bounds 
of these parishes, to the dishonour of God, 
and offence of his holy ones, not likely to be 
reformed unti! some qualified man be settled 
there to use the Ministry. And therefor for 
remedy thereof, the Presbytery has thought 
good to lament the premises to this 
Assembly, requesting Their Wisdoms in all 
humble manner for averting of further 
inconvenients, without respect of persons, 
to take such sufficient and substantiuus order 
herewith as always these Kirks may be 
planted as has been set down by the Presby- 
tery. But especially to this end, that they 
cause Richu^ ThomesoD to demit and over- 
give that portion of the >tipend which he 
takes up out of the Kirks of Stobo, seeing 
Otherwise, he is, besides it, sufficiently pro- 
vided, and without the which these Kirka 
can not be conveniently planted according to 
the Acta of the Kirk and our former Suit. 

1603, November 26. On the Report of 
the Minister of Stobo that William Tuedy is 
disobedient to the Session, after admonition, 
the Presbytery ordain the Minister to pro- 
ceed against him for his obstinacy as is 
shown in the Book of Excommunication, 

1603, December 8. WillUm Veiohe of 
Kingayde and William Tuedy, pariahioneis 
of StoDo, being called and not compearing, 
the matter is continued till their H mister a 



1603, Deoember 22. It is reported by the 
Minister of Stobo that William Tuedy dis- 
obedient- to his Session is bumbled, and in 
sign tJiereot was ready to compear; who 
bung called, and compearing, after oon- 
feesion of his offences, is remitted to his 
Session, to whom he promises all dutiful 
obedience, under the pam of Sscomroonica- 
tion, bein^ in the meantime admonished. 

1603, December S3. Oopy of Hr Archi- 
bald Row, Minister at lAommelzear, his 
I^eeentation onto the Pardonsge and Vicar- 
age of Stobo produoed SSrd December, 1603: 
— Be it kend tU all men by thir present 
letters me Dame Jean Flemyng liferenter 
and conjunt feir (fenar) of the lordship and 
regality of Thirlestane, with advocation and 
donation of the Bight wf Patronage of tjte 
I^rish and Kirk of Btobo, and pendicles 
thereof underwritten, and nndoubted I^taon 
thereof, during my lifetime with adrioa and 
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consent of John E&rl of Caasilia lord 



the anid lordaliip and reality fttid undoubted 
Patron of tha HHriBh Kirk and pArochin of 
Stobo and pendicles thereof, underwritten, 
efter the deceoBo of said Dame Jaan, namely 
the kirks and uarishee of Savick, Ihummel- 
zaar and Brocntouii, with pertinents lying in 
the sheriffdom of Peebles with advice and 
consent of Bir Richard CokLiume of Olerk- 
iu^n, knight and Privy Seal, my curator 
for his intereat, understanding and being 
well informed of the sufBcient literatire ana 
qualification and good conduct of our lovit« 
Mr Archibald Row, Minister of Qod's Word, 
and of his earnest desire to travell in the . . . 
and usfwe of the Ministry within the Kirk of 
Gud. Wit je us therefor to have nominated 
and presented and hy tha tenor hereof 
nominate and present the said Mr Archibald 
in and to the Benefice foresaid, with all 
teind-schevea, other teinds, teind-wool, 
teind-lamb, teind-mutual, fruits, rente, 
emoluments of the same, manse, glebe, 
kirlcland. and pertinents thereof, and all and 
sundry pertaining, or that shall be known to 
pertain thereto during all the days of his 
Ufelime, vacant in our hand, and being at 
OUT gift, presentation, and disposition, liyfull 
right, by decease of umquhile Adam Hep- 
burne List parsone and possessor of the said 
Benefice with full power to him during the 
said space to brook, joyae, use and possasa 
the said Benefice and pendicles thereof 
abovewritteu; intromit with, uptake, and 
diapone, upon the teinds, fniito, rents, 
emoluments, and profits, of the same, above 
specified, in like manner and as freely as the 
said umquhile Adam Ueuburne or any others 
his predecessors brooked and possessed the 
same in time bygone. Exhorting also the 
Presbytery or Commissioner, or any other, 
having power of admission, in the premises 
within the Bounds forewid, to try and 
examine the ability and qualitication of the 
said Mr Archibald Row to use and exercise 
the Office and Charge of a Minister in the 
Kirk of Ood. 

And if he shall be found meet and quali- 
fied to the Office, to receive and admi^ him 
thereto, and to authorise hiro with testi- 
monial thereupon in such due and competent 
form as effeira. And in caae iif his ineffici- 
ency to use the said Office, and to discharge 
the Cure thereof, as appertains, to report 
the same to us within the spaoe of ... . 
next aftar the date hereof, that another 
more qualified may be presented by us to 
the said Benefice, that the Cure thereof 
be not destitute. Requesting lykewyse 
the Lords of hia Majesty's Council mi 
session upon the sight hereof together with 
the testimonial of Admission to De granted 
by the said Presbytery's Oommissioner or 
other foresaids to the said Hr Archibald in 



due form as said is, to give and direct letters- 
thereupon at bis instance in all the four 
forms, and other ezecutorials needful for' 
causing of him be answered and obeyed, well 
and Uiankfully payed of the aforesiud 
Benefice, and of all teinds, fruita rente, 
emoluments, manse, glebe, kirklaude and 
others whatsomever, pertainiiu thereto, as- 
is above written of the crop and year of God 
1602: and so, yearly and termly in time 
coming during his lifetime, as said is, in such 
due form as effeirs. 

In witness of the which thing, to their 
present Letters of Presentation, written by 
Thomas Coutts, servitor to Thomas Young, 
writer of his Uighnest' Signet, subscribed by 
me the said Dame Jean, and my said spouse- 
for his interest, and by me the said John 
lord ThirlasLine, and by my said tutor for 
his interest, our, the said Dame Jean, and 
John lord Thirlestane's seals are here 
affixed at Edinburgh and Badington respect- 
ively the 11th and I3th days of December 
1602. Before thir witnassee, Mr Patrick 
Row, Robert Flemyng, in Clydeside, Mr 
James Cnrmichael, minister at Eadington, 
Mr William Bowye, echoolraaster there, Mr 
Peter Arbuthnot, pedagogue to the sikid John 
lord Thirlesiane, Mr James Ballenden of 
Newtyle, John Fairley, Alexander Melvin, 
Gilbert Rosa, John M'Kilwane, younger of 
Grumet, servitor to my lord of Cassilis. 

John, Earl of Caasilis, Jean, Countesa of 
Cassilis, John lord of Thirlestane, l^ir Ritdurd 
Cokburne. as parties; and the witnesses as 

1601, January 6. No meeting of the- 
Brethien this day by reason of the exceeding 
great storm; not unknown. 

1604, January 19. William Veitche of 
Kiugayde compeared, and after gTav» 
admonitions, intimated to him, is refernid to- 
his own Minister with certification that if h« 
forbear not intemperance and other mis- 
behaviour, his humCiation shall be deemed 
hypocrisy and hi mself delated to the Secret 
Council aa a person very unruly. 

ISO*, February 2. The Presbytery being 
informed that Adam Tuedy of Draway had 
contravened the former Act the morning 
after it waa made, therefore he is ordained 
to be present the next day to hear himself 
censured according thereto. 

The Goodman of Draway being called and 



m|)eanng. 



s ordained to be warned by 



hia Minister to compear the next day with 
oertifioition that if he compear not, tho 
Presbytery shall proceed a^cainst him. 

1604, February 16. Keported by th» 
Minister of Stobo that William Teiohe of 
KingOTde had in some meaanre humbled 
bimseU, and given signs of repentance. 
Whereupon he beiuf called compeared, w«» 
gravely admonishea and continued tiQ t)i» 
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next iaj, that futfaer tri&l may be lud that 
lie doalt sincerely, with Bignification that if 
-either he be found given to eioeasive drink- 
ing or otherwise hauntinz the company of 
I with whom he had to do, or 



otherwise misbehaTi 



I himself, he shall be 



exoommonicated and mour other penoltieaaa 
«hall be enjoined hereafter. 

1601, Febnurv 16. Contribution and 
Supply to be made in all the Kirka for the 
City of Qenera. 

1604, March 16. Coin>eared Mr John 
Tuedy, son of Adam Tuedy of Diaway, 
■excusing his father's non-compearanoe by 
reason of siclcneea, but promised if the next 
day he had health, he should be present, 
-God nillii^, to answer for himself; where- 
uDto he is continued. 

Compeared William Veitehe of Eina^yde, 
as he was warned, and promised and obliged 
himself to adhere to his wife, to satisfy t^ 
Kirlf as ahall be enjoined, and shall abstain 
from all company and society of the woman 
he had ado with; and otherwise to behave 
himself temperately and honestly, in all 
time comiI^;, but especially to eechew all 
kinds of immorHlity under the pain of five 
hundred merks, oondeacended upon liy him- 
self to be uplifted without contradiction, as 
hia own handwrit beara in token of consent. 
Wm. Weioh of King^de. 

16M, March 16. For Drinking, in tha 
parishes of this Province, it is willed that 
ihe same be represented to the Assemblj 
that the enormity may oeaae. 

Pkbshtkbv to Mbbt Wbbelt. 

1604. April S6. As the diiys are length- 
«ning and the weather is sesaonable and 
opportune, the Presbytery are to meet now 
«very eight days. 

1604, April 26. The Minister of New- 
lands reported that Adam Tuedy of Diaway 
elder, had removed the occasion of scandal 
as has l>een enjoined. Whereupon all 
further Process to be used against him, 

1604, Hay 17. For furtherance of the 
Plantation of the Kirks of Stobo, it is 
concluded by the Presbytery that their 
former Act- shall have place in all time 
«oming, without alteration, notwithstanding 
that in the year 1603, there has been upon 
oocasiona, for an interim, something changed, 
now instantly to abide, as before has been 
set down. 

And to this effect, means to be osed tot 
getting off Richard Thomeaon ten Bolls. 

And in case of not obtaining the same, 
that there be a Divi^on amoi^ the Brethren 
of these Kirks, and every one of them /r» 
rvta, to defare tbweof aqiuUy. 

Whereunto Uie Penone of Stobo agreed. 



FOOTBAU. 

1004, May 31. For Staying of Football 
and other games on the Sabbath day, after 
noon, it is ^reed that every Minister 
oonsure the guilty persons as profaners of 
the Sabbath day. 

1604, June 7. The Presbjrtery remember- 
ing the saying of Augustine, that "To 
refute heresies is to teach heresies," are 
desirous of giving; up " handling the common- 
bead " that is, discussing a piece of critioism 
of the Efcriptnres, at their meeting. They 
therefore intend asking leave from the Synod 
to discontinue the custom. 

VistTATioN OF Stobo. 

1604. June 20. At the Visitation of 
Stobo held by Blr John Fairfoull (Dawick), 
Alexander Flemyng (Qlenholm), John Ker 
(Lyne), and Gilbert Tailneour (Manor), after 
Doctrine by Mr Archibald Row Minister 
tliereof , on Galatians vi, 9, 16. Nothing is 
found oonoeming him but that which in the 
Lord, is commendable; only the Kirk is 
found ruinous, since the last Visitation, for 
remeid whereof the Ooodman of Draway has 
promised upon his expense to procure lime, 
and the patishioners to fetch it, and the 
trees cut to be forthcoming to the use of the 
Kirk, and other timber to be gotten out of 
Leith so soon sn commodiouaty for the Pest 
they may tr<ivel thereto. And as for their 
rare meeting on the Sabbath afternoon, and 
coldness in giving alms, they have promised 
amendment. I'he Communion that has not 
been ministered since entry, immediately 
after the repairing of the Kirk to be given. 

1604, June 20, John Maxwell ordained 
at the sij{ht of the Mini»ter8 nf Dawick and 
Stobo to adhere to his wife; which be 
promised to obey. 

1604, July 10. A great fire raiced in the 
Town of Peebles. Collections on behalf of 
l^e sufferers were apimtnted b 
in BurHhs and Preehyteries. 

1604, July 19. A Humiliation of the 
people and General Fast proclaimed fur 
Saboatb eight-days. August 23. Another 
Fast to be observed " this next Sabl<ath." 

1604, September 6. The Persone of 
Stobo craved licence to enter in communing 
with the Goodman of Draway, anent the 
Provision of the Kirks of Stobo, and Setting 
of Tacks to him, to the well-beins of the 
Kirk; And the Presbytery condescends there- 
' to, with this DTovision that he thereanent 
conclude or determine nothing, without 
advice of the Presbytery, and evidence that 
the same shall be to the utility of the Kirk, 
tm he will be answersble to the Presbytery, 
£43. , and the puns above written. 

1604, October 4. Profaners of the 8ab> 
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In like nuuuMr, other persons that mis- 
bdisve themaelves ineTerentlf in Kirks, for 
their indignities in the Lord's Sanotusry, to 
be also taken order with in the Kirk 
Sesnon. 

Thb Plaoub at Stobo. 
1S04, December 13. The poor ones of 
Stobo visited with the plague of Peetilenoe 
are ordained to be pitied and supplied by 
oontribntion erf tiie paiishee as Qod shall 
open their hearts. 

And the name to be reoommended by every 
PsHtoi to their flocks the next Sabbath. 
Whieh was done. 

Thr Akcbbisbopbic. 
In 1605 during one of tha temporary 
suoceaeea of Bpisoopacy over Presbytray, 
Archbishop Spottiswoode obtained poawaaion 
of the See of Glaagow. And the King in 
16U8, May 14, granted to him the patronages 
of the Churches, etc., which the Archbishop 
rwigned for new infefcment; which he duly 
reoeived, including the Churches, rectories, 
vicarages of Ancrum, Stobo, £lddlestoun, 
Kilbryde, aod Torrens, 

1606, (September 36} to 1616, (Haich 6), is 
entirely oluik in the Presbyteiy Records; 
there is therefore little history available for 
those years. 

iNFAimmuB. 
16(ffi, Deoember 27. Concerning infants 
that are mercilesalv cast oat and murdered 
in waters, it is willed that every parish be 
admouished of that odious crime, and that 
every Brother labour diligentW within their 
congregations, that the Elders use such 
exqniaite trial of the milk-women as is 
eible. Which in like manner has been 
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TSB VlCABAOl ADD THE BabOMT, 

1606, Marion, daughter cd John Tweedie, 
obtained confirmation from the King of tiio 
lands described aa sometime belonjfing to the 
Ticange of Stobo. 

The Vioaiage lands later passed from the 
Tweedies to the Hurraya, possibly of 
Halmyte. In 1646 there is recorded the 



The lands both of the Barony and tJie 
TicHage, ptobnhly became oonjoined in the 
Hnitaya and remained with them until 174S 
when Sir David Hurray the owner beeoming 
implicAbed in. the feit«r^ise of Prince 
Olwrles Edward, forieited his estates which 
later were acquired by Sir Jamee Honb- 



GkjIOUAL Rl-IhTBOBDOnoM ov EmOOPACY 

1606 TO 1610. 
Between the years 1606 to 1610 the 
Episoopnl form of OhurchGoveminentbe^an 
nadnally te be introduced into the Scottish 
Church. It was not aooompliahed without a 
oonflict between the Church in Scotland etai 
King James in Bnghtnd. In 1604 the King 
in the eiercise of his Prerogative, . had pro- 
rogued the Oenecal Assembly, which was to 
have met on the last Tuesday of July, until 
the following year. Notwithstanding this, 
three CommisBioners from the Presbytery of 
St. Andrews met in Aberdeen on the 
appointed day, and protested. In the fol- 
lowing year on the 2nd of July only nineteen 
Ministers appeared at the meeting of the 
Qenerol Assembly in Aberdeen. These 
were ordered in a letter from ihe lords of the 
Secret Council to dissolve, without appoint- 
ing a day for reusembling, before consulting 
the King. The Ministers respectfully made 
a BepreeentatioQ to the lords, nnd appointed 
theii next meeting to be held in September. 
Whereupon after some wrangling, the Itoyal 
Commissioner dissolved the Assembly. 
Later, several of the Ministers who had met 
were imprisoned within Blackness. In 
January 1606 six Ministers were found 
guilty of high (reason. 

Meanwhile the Ekote Parliament met at 
Perth. It was attended by two Arohbiahopa 
of the Scottish Church, and by the Scottish 
Bishops MS apiritual Peers. Their chief 
businesB was te set up the state of Bishops 
with all its ancient rents and privileges; and 
to erect a number of Preltciee into temporal 
lordships. A Bugain was made between the 



lordships out of the old Prelacies; an'l the 
lords <in their part were to assist in the 
resuscitt'ion of the Bishoprics. In ihe end, 
the ancient state of the Bishops was restored; 
and they were te have all their ancient rank 
and revenues and eetete — al least on paper ] 
In practice, however, the present owners 
declined te disgorge; lawsuits were nncertain; 
so the Bishops had to maintain their titles 
and rank on very impoverished revenues 

The King meanwhile, anxious to reconcile 
all parties, nad summoned eight Hinistors <A 
die Church te London; and along with them, 
five of the Scottish Bishops as representing 
the other side. Tbev were taken to many 
Episcopal Services; tbey took part in manv 
discussions; they had many interviews with 
the English Clergy. The end of it all was; — 
Andrew Meville was committed to the Tower 
of London sit a prisoner for three years; six 
Hisiat«r8 who ud been convicted of high 
tresaon were banished from the Kingdom; 
I andall the other Ministerswbo had attended 
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the ABsembly at Aberdeeo were exiled to re- 
mote parts of Scotland. There were thus 
eight MioisterB detained in England; and 
fourteen exiled either in France or the High- 

The King and BiahopB now considered the 
time to be ripe for holding a General 
Assembly. A Royal mandate commiwded a 
convention to assemble at Linlithgow in 
Deoember; no notice being taben of a meet- 
ing fixed for July. Its chief businesa iraa 
the ^pointing of perpetuil Moderators to 
the Presbyteries. They were to be agents 
also for suppresBing Popery, and were to re- 
ceive eftch tlOOscotfias salary. TheBishopa 
were to be the Moderators of those Preeby- 
teries which assembled at Episcopal seats. 
The Church at large did not yield without 
much murmuring. 

In the year 1609, August 25, aiiplicntion 
WAS made to the Privy Council by Hr Archi- 
bald Row, Minister of Stobo, against James 
Tiveedie in Stark, for remaining unrelated 
from a homing of the previous 9th January, 
for not removing nom that part of 
complainer's glebe called the Willie Cruft. 

1609. Parhament now restored to the 
BiEhu|>3 much of their old privilege and 

Sjrogative. And a few months later, the 
ng created two Courts of High Com- 
mission. They poeeessed despotic powers; 
could call anyone before them; could enquire 
into their lives, doctrines and characters 
minutely; could impose any fine; could 
imprison for any penod; could depone any 
Uuiister; could excommunicate; and from 
them there was no appeal ! 'I'hus was odium 
aroused against the very namo of Bishop. 

In 1610 on the 10th March, the Begiet^r 
of the Privy Council relates a disturbance in 
which the Tweedies bore a principal part. 
On that date the Council had a petition 
before it from John and William Kussell, 
sons of John Russell in Stoho, for a summons 
against John Tweedy in the Hoilhouso of 
Stobo, and Adam his son for having on the 
6th March, "bodin in feir of wai '' come 
under silence of night and waylaid John 
Russell betwixt Harrow and the Kirk of 
Stobo, attacked him with drawn swords. 
Struck ofi' "the twa former fingers" of his 
right hand, and left him for dead. How 
also on the 7th March, Adam Tweedy came 
to William Rcssell ganging at his father's 
ploush gave him a atraik upon the right 
shoulder, with drawn sword, and chased the 
plough off the ground. 

Ensoopicr Bstablibbbd. 

1610, April, In this month the following 
Articles were agreed upon: —That the Calling 
of the Assembly belonged to the King, who 
would summon one annually. That there 
should be half yearly Synods in every 
Diocese presided over by the Bishop or 



Archbishop. That Sentences of Aheolution, 
or of ExcommunioatioD should receive Uie 
approbation of the Biahop. That all Pre- 
sentations to parishes should be directed to 
the Archbishop or Bishop. That the Bishop 
was to perform the Act of Ordination with 
the Assistance of the Preahytery. That the 
biiihop should be associated with the Min- 
isteiB in Deposition, and that he would 
pronounce Sentence. That every Minister 
should take the oath of allegiance to the 
King. That Bishops or their substitutes 
should visit their Dioceses. That weekly 
Exercises of doctrine be continued among 
the Ministers, presided over bj the Bishop 
or bis deputy. That Bishops m subject to 
the General Assembly. That every Bishop 
be at least forty years of age, and have been 
a Minister at least ten years. That no 
Minister argue or disobey the Acta of this 
Assembly, or discuss pihty or disparity of 
Ministers. 

Soon after the Assembly was dissolved, 
the Archbishop of Glasgow, the Bishop of 
Brechin, the Bishop of Galloway were 
consecrated in Kngland by the Bishops of 
London, Bath and Ely. In this way they 
would be able to hand down the Apostolic 
Succession to their Brethren in Southmd. 

The Parliament of 16th October 1612 
ratified all the Acts of this General Asiembly 
of 1610. 

Holy Biblb Translate (Pbbsekt 
EnmoN). 

1611. The present edition of the Holy 
Bible had been translated by an Assembly A 
Divines at Westminster; it was now dedi- 
cated to King James and published. 



Cowper, Bishop of Galloway has given the 
foUowint^ description of PuUic Worship in 
his day, m the form of a dialogue between a 
Roman Catholic and a Protestant: — 

What is this the people are going to do ? 

they bow themselves before the Lord, to 
make a humble Confession of their sine, and 
supplication for mercy; which also you will 
hear openly read out by the public (leader. 
Kow. when it is done, what think you of the 
prayer ? 

Truly I think there is nothing in it but 
that whereunto every good Clumian should 
say Amen; it hath done me much good to 
see the people with humble reverence eighing 
and groaning accompanying the prayer np to 
God. But what go they now to do i Even- 
one is preparing as jou see, their psalmbooK, 
that all of them with one heart and month 
may sing unto the Lord. 

What doth the Reader now ? is he making 
another prayer 1 
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Theee are the miree Ezeroisea which ara 
tued in all our oonKR^tiona entry Sabbath 
one hour before the Preacher oomes in: — 
First^rayer; then Psalms; then reading of 
the Holy Soripturea. And by these the 
hearte of the people are prepared the more 
leverently to hear the Wonli and yon soa 
that all is done with great qnietness, devotion 



But what are they doing now 7 

You hear the third bell ringing, sod in 
this spaoe the Reader ceaseth, and at the end 
of the bell ringing, the Preacher will coma. 

There comes the Preacher; and now I 
pray you tell me how I should behare 
myself) 

Trouble yott not; do as you sM others 
beside you do. For first, he will conceive a 
prayer, at which the people humble them- 
selves, thereafter he reads his text of Holy 
Scripture; this the people hear with rever- 
ence; then he falls to toe Preaching, which 
some hear with their beads corered, some 
otherwise. (In that you may do as your 
health requires). 

The preaching being ended, he concludes 
all with B Thanksgiving after which there is 
a Psalm sung by the whole congregation; and 
then the Minister blesseth the people in the 
name of the Lord and so demits them; you 
will see no other thing ehw. 

(All this is in strict conformity with the 
Book of Common Order.) 

1612, September II. James Noble, in 
the East Bume of Stolio, son of the deoeast 
John NoUe there, with the rest of their 
kinsmen, complained that John Scott, called 
the Clerk, in Elrig, murderer of the said John 
Noble, and dennunced rebel, in defiiult of 
finding security for his a^ipearanua before the 
CouDcd, is still at I'trge. The Lords ordered 
the Captain of Che King's Guard ts bring 
him to justice. (Privy Council Register). 

DSSTIHATIOH or THE BlROHr. 

In 1613 the Archbishop granted to James 
Tweedy of Dreva in liferent and to his son 
John, the lands and barony of Stobo with 
the Mill, also Dreva, etc. 

The Tweediee later sold the lands to John 
Hurray of Halmyre. And in 1619 August 
27, Archbishop Law granted to John Murray 
of Halinyre the lands of Stobo, Dieva, eto. 

1616. In the edition of the Soottiah 
Psalter of this year, by Aniiro Hart, are 
found the following airs— Abbey, Duke's 
Tnne, Dunfermline, French, Martyrs, Old 
Ghisgow, York. 

161B. In the Court of High Commission, 
Theodore Hay, Parson of Peebles, was a 
member. The two ArchUsbope were the 



Heads of tiie Courts of High Oommissioa— 
"Mr John Spottiswoode, nnd Mr Jame» 
Law, sometimes Ministers within the Presby- 
tery of Linlithgow, two pretty football men, 
have now, as we used to say, the ball at 
their foot." fCalderwood.) 

Jakbi) TwxRDn. 

1616, February I. James Eistoun, Bur- 
eess of Edinburgh, oomplained that one day 
utely. as he was ooming from the Links of 
Leitn whpre be had been recreating himseU 
at the gowS^ to the Bur^ of Edinburgh, 
where he his his residence, be was set upon 
bj James Twedy, son of Mr John Twedy of 
Dreva, who invaded him with a drawn sword, 
gave forth many straiks at him, cuttit bis hafc 
and bis cloak, rasohit him to the ground, and 
reft from the complenar his dub, wherewith 
be defendit himBelf, and therewith gave th» 
complenar mony bancb, bla, and bluidy 
strykis, to have slain him, were he not 
stayed by certain persons there present. 
The Lords ordered Twedy to put himself in 
ward in the Tolbooth of t<dinbun;h within 
sis dnys, and there t« remain till freed by 
the said Lords, (t'rivy Council Register.) 

1616, July 4. In the Visitation of the 
state of the Kirk of St«bo, the Minister 
thereof being removed, after prayer and 
Exhortation oy Mr Theodor Hay, Peebles, 
on John v. 13, nothing is reportied of the 
Minister to the Ministers visiting, but that 
which, in the Lord, is commendable, accord- 
ing to the sevei^ points of the Trial 
observed. 

Whereupon, he l>eing called, lamented 
something concerning the Estate of the Kirk, 
faulty within, and not watertight without; 
through want of Commodious seals; Tables 
for the Communion: and Repairing of the 
Queir; for reformation whereof as the par- 
ishioners in general were ordained to do their 
endeavour; so in especial the Goodman of 
Draway was urged to fulfil his part there- 
anent according to the Act of the Synod re>td 
and intimated to him. Who promised to 
obey, but as yet has not fulfilled. Where- 
upon the foresaid Minister was ordained, in 
case of his n^iigence, to proceed with 
Denunciation of the Letters raised against 
him, for not building of all the Queirs of 
StoLiu Kirks. Further, concerning the 
^naltiea taken of ofiensive persons, the 
Collection for the poor, and Keeping of tha 
Box, and Distribution thereof, it is ordained 
that a more exact order be followed there- 
anent, than has been; and that one keep the 
Box, and another the Ke^ thereof, and that 
care be had of ingathering and employing 
the same, to good usee. 

Moreover ooncemiiur James Russell, hia 
speaking widely of his Pastor and bedfellow, 
the same was taken away by humiliation, 
and their final reconciliation. 
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1616, November 14. Mr Archibald Row, 
p«tBoQ of Stobo, coniplAUiH th&t James 
Twed; of Drevn, who wan at hia inBtance, on 
the 20th May kat, detiouooed a rebel for not 
payment to hini of the Boume of 2G0 roerke 
money fnr Beltane teim'a rayment of hie 
Stipend, is atiil at large. The Captain of 
the King's Guard vas ordered to bnog bim 

On the 16th December, Mi Richard 
I*(iwrie, Hiniatar of DhwicIi, made a similar 
flomulaint against Twedy, and his son, and a 
Bimilar order waa issued, probably without 
*Tail, for there occur soon after, several 
oth«r cases in which the Tweedies are in 
ward for debt. (Priry Council Register.) 
FuomvK. 

1616, Deoember 5. Every Brother is 
Appointed to take order with fugitives from 
the Disaipline of the Kirk fleeing from paiid) 
to pariah, that they be censured according to 
the Acts of the Kirk; and Brethren negligent 
herein to incur the peiultyof the Act. 

Bkidau. 

1617, April 24. The advice of the As- 
sembly to be Bot^^ht anent staying the 
excessive expenses used in Bridals, Uid other 
«normities accompanying the same. 

Thb Piper or HirFKSw MuaoBKBD. 

1617, Auguat 7. The which day, upon 
cocasion that John Duncan, tailor, had 
smelly murdered and alain the late . . . 
Davidsoun piper in Easter Hoprew, and that 
the said John was fugitive, being a parish- 
ioner of Peebles, the Presbytery appoint 
And desire tiieir Brother, the Paraone of 
Peebles to cite him to compear to see and 
hear order taken with him according to the 
Discipline of the Kirk for the fact aforeaaid; 
«ad in case he compear not, to proceed with 
admonitions. 

1617, August 31. John Duncan, murderer 
of the late James Davidson, piper, being 
called, and not compearing, aa he waa warned 
by the Parsone of Peebles, and admonished 
pre ptimo according to the order, the Proaby- 
tery ordains him to be warned and admon- 
ished /'0 jimiMlf. 

1617, September 4. The state of Christian 
prisoners among the Turka recommended to 
the charity of aTl good Christians. My Lord 
of Glasgow (the Archbishop) craves the 
kmowledae of the state of every parish 
within the Preabytery, together with the 
rents thereof. 

1617, October 2. It being reported by 
the Parsons of Peebles that he bad gone 
forward with the Censure of the Kirk 

r'nst John Duncan, tailor, and murtherer, 
Preabytery willed him to proceed even 
to the end of the Process that he may be 
flioommunioate for that heinous oSenoe and 



1617, October 16. Tt is signified by the 
Par«one of Peebles that both admonitions 
and warning with prayeis had been ujed 
agiiinitt, an>i fur, John Duncan, t«ilor and 
murtherer aforewd and tliat nothing re- 
mained but the prooouncinif of the Sentence; 
remitted to ihe next Synod, who have 
allowed the same Censure. 

1618, March 12. My Lord of Glasgow 
(the Archbishop) desires an Answer from 
every Brother regarding The Five Articles; 
also to have in readineaa their eontributiiins 
for the Turkish prisoners. 

Thb Fivb Article. 

1618, August 2S. On thin day the King 
convened a famous or infamous meeting of 
the General Assembly at Perth, and packed 
it with his creatures. Three Noblemen 
acted aa Royal Commiasioners, and the 
Arohbiiihop of St. Andrews praaided. The 
Kit^c sent a Letter oontaininv Five \rticlea 
of his own devising; which in the end 
became port of the eoiJesiastical law of the 
country These were:— (1.) That the Com- 
munion be received kneeling. (2.) That It 
misht be administered privately to the sick. 
(3.J That Baptisma mi^ht be administered 
privately at home when the infant could not 
conveniently be brought to the Church. 
(4.) That all children of eight years should 
be brought to the Bishop on his Visitation, 
to be questioned on their knowledge, acd to 
reoeive hit blessing. (6.) That the days 
eommemorative of Christ's Birth, Passion, 
Resurrection, and Ascension, also of the 
Descent of the Holy Ghost should be rever- 
ently observed. 

Although the King had thus carried his 

glint and made himself Dictator of the 
hurch of Scotland, the Congregations on 
the whole remained Presbyterian. Great 
confusion was witnessed in many of the 
Churches — some receiving Itueeling, others 
in the old manner. Some Miuiatera con- 
formed; others declined. Thousands flocked 
out of Edinburgh to the Churches in the 
country where the Communion was cele- 
brated after the Presbyterian manner. The 
policy of the King did not prove in the end 
the success he had anticipated. The kneel- 
ing at Communion, more than all the other 
Articles excited opposition among the people, 
and the Lord's Table became Uie scene of 
great confusion. Pre- Communion Serrioea 
on week-days in most places ceased for the 
time owing to strifes witnessed at them. 

DBATS or TBS MiMHTIR. 

1618, Arebibald Row, Minister of Btobo, 
died in tbis year, a^ about 47. His wife 
Agnes FairfuU survived him. 

Mb Hog, Foubth HistBTBx. 
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the S«coDd Charge of Soutb LeiUt; and was 
instituted aftur FebruEoj 26, 1619. He 
gave £20 tuwai-ds buildinK the I ibrar; of 
£he Uaiversity uf QUagovr ua the IhC of 
AnguBt 1K32. He had t, sod John, Utnister 
ofUotmi. (Bew Scott). 

1618, April 9. Acoording to the hamble 
Suit of Aleaoun Cockbiirne, relict of Archi- 
bald Bow, Peraone of Stobo, the Presbytery 
OODdeeceoded to meet in Stobo on 1 uasday 
next to take order with Hoch matters as she 
shall olaim for her comfort. 

leiS, December 10. The matter betwixt 
Mr Thomas Hc^, parson of Stobn, and 
Aleaoun Cokiiume relict of Mr Archibald 
Kow, ccnceming che building and Manse of 
Stobo, nnd all other things questionable 
betwixt tliem being submitted to uij lord of 
01asgi>w, and to so many of oor Urethnen of 
the Presbytery; and the Submission sub- 
scribed by my lord of (jWgow, and uruduoed 
bef<H« the Presbytery, they ordain that upon 
•dvertieeinent of the said Mr Thotnai Hog, 
and Alwouu Cokbunie, the Brethren 
■ppmnted for that errand shall put an end 
to the matter. 

Chbistkas to bb Cklrskatbd. 

1618, Deoember 10. Xrery one of the 
Brethren ordained to t«ach effectually^ on 
December 26 (Christmas day) on Chnst's 
Incarnation. 

1619, January 21. The matter between 
the Parson of Stobo and tile relict of Hr 
Archibald Kow, is continued because the 
BreUiren to whom it was submitted received 
no lawful advertisement. 

1619, FebraaiT 18. Because of the 
absence of Mr John Douglas, and of the 
Brethren to whom the matter betwixt the 
Parsone of Stobo and Alesoun Cokbume, 
was submitted, the Preebytery continue 
tiieir Decreet till further advisement. 

1618, February 18. The Presbytery 
ordain Mr AlezaaderOregtogiveliuititntion 
to Mr Thomas Hog, according to hia 
Oollation. 

leid, March 1. Because of the absence of 
the relict of Mr Archibald Row, the Brethren 
continue that matter betwixt Hr Thomas 
Hog and her till she be present. 

1619, March 4. Reprated by Hr Alex- 
ander Oreg that he had given Institution to 
Hr Thomas Hog, on 26 of February accord' 
ing to hia Collation. 

Bakory axd Chusch Lands. 
1619, December 7. The QmntB of the 
lands to Hnmy of Halmyre were oonSrmed 
1» King James. But aluiough Uurraj had 
Una acquired the ancient n^moi^ of the 
Urk, and Uer, of tiie Tweediee, be waa 
•nbjed^d to oonsiderable molestatiMi from 
otiter memben of the Tweely clan, one of 
the most tronblesom* on tiie Tweed. 



They attempted to obtMU mure money 
from him, under the threat that if be would 
not " buy their hindnesa " they would have 
hie life or else lay hia lands waste. Later, 
he woe attacked by Thomas and William 
Tweedy who with their awords gave him a 
number of deadly strailcs and 1^ him as a 
dead man and threatened his tenants to 
have their lives if ihey laboured the said 
land. 

1620, October 12. Complaint given in by 
the Parsone of Stobo against Jamee Stewut 
there, for not keepinjc the Kirk; being cited 
and not compeariog, is ordained to be 
summoned the second time. 

1620, October 26. James Stewart in 
Stobo being summoned and not oompearing, 
is ordained to be summoned pn lerlie. 

1620, November 23. Continues James 
Stewart, till the presence of the Minister. 

1620, November 29. Gompeared Hr Jamee 
Stewart in Stobo, being accused tA not 
keeping the Kirk, and drinking on the 
Sabuata day; confeesed hia fault, and the 
Presbytery ordain him to stand the next 
Sabbath day in his linen cloathes, and to pa; 
4Si» of penalty. 

1620, Deoember 7. Reported by the 
Hinister of Stobo that Jamea Stewart had 
satiafied aooording to the injunctions of the 
Presbjrtery. 

1621. Psalm tunes of tliis period; — 
Bristol, Ohicheeter. Gloucester, Norwich, 
Salisbury, Durham, Did Carlisle, Ludlow, 
St. David. 

1621, June 7. A General Fast to be kept 
on the last Sabbath of June, and the first of 
July; every Hinister to make intimation 
thweof to his own congregation. 

Patbokaqb or Stobo Qbamted to thb 
Eabl or WioTODH. 

In 1621, Julv 17, the King granted anew 
to John, Earl of Wigtoun, lord Fleming 
certain lands; also the patronage of the 
Churchee of Stobo, Drumelzier, Dswick, 
Broughton. oomprebending the Patroaage of 
the uiectory and Ticarage of Stobo of which 
the others were the pendicles. And which 
, John, Viscount Lauderdale, bad 



1622, June 6. The Brethren being posed, 
reportad that the Fast was solemnlykept in 
all their Kirks. 



1622, November 3S. A Letter received 
from my lord of Qla^ow (the Archbishop), 
ordering a Thanksgiving for the Delivery of 
the Kirk of Franoe to be intimated in our 
several kirks next Sabbath. 

1633, Harob 6. John Weir, Walter 
Twedy, and Aleaonn Twedy being summoned 
by the Parsone of Stobo to oompear before 
the Prealqrteiy iac disobedianoe to tjie 
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1623, April 17. The PrMbyterr oidam 
the PaiBoiin of Stobo to summon the Laird 
of Scrogga to compear before them the next 
day for disobedieoce to the Kession of 



Boroggs to compe&i before them fra setunde, 

163S, May 15. Compeu^ Jwnie Weir, 
parishiouer of Stobo, and oonfaeeed her fault 
of not keeping the Kirk, and was remitted 
back t^) her own Seaeion. 

1623, Hay 16. Reported by the Paisoun 
of Stobo that the Laird of Sorogga had 
aatiafled the discipline of their Kirk. 

1623, June 12. Bv order of the Arch- 
bishop, a solemn and genenl Fast to be 
observed in all the Kirks on the last Sabbath 
of June and the first of July. 

IfHiS, July 9. Continued the Pusoun of 
Stobo's parishioners until his presence. 

1623, July 20. Reported by the Parsoun 
of Stobo that his panshioners had satisfied 
the discipline of their Kirk. 

1633, Deoember 23. A weaver of Peebles 
executed by drowning in the Eddlestone 
Water at the pool where it joins with Tweed; 
his crime was sheep-stealing. 

1624, February 26. Upon a Complaint 
given in by the Parsoun of Stobo ^inst 
two of his parishionerB, viz.— James Quhyt 
for noD -cohabitation with his wife, and John 
Hodge, for not keeping the Kirk, being 
summoned bv him to compear before the 
Presbytery tnis day, called, and not com- 
pearing, the Presbytery ordain them to be 
summoned firv itautdo. 

1625, March 25. Compeai^d James 
Quhyte, being accused of non-cuhabitatioo 
with his wife, tie confessed the same; being 

Snsed of the cause of his so conducting 
imself, he could not answer. 
The Presbytery after objurgation of him, 
desired the Bailie of Peebles to put him in 
ward aye and until to remain there till he 
find caution to keep company with her. 

1624, April 8. Complaint to be made to 
the Assembly for the repairing of the Choirs 
of the Kirks of Stobo. 

1624, May 13. Compeared James Whyte; 
confessed the Violation of the Sabbath, in 
not keeping his parish Kirk, and dis- 
obedience to the Session tbereanent; as also 
that he did not adhere io his wife. The 
Brethren after long teavell betwixt him and 
his wife, preaent, they both mutually pro- 
mised to adhere and keep their parish l^tk, 

1624, October 14. Voluntary contribution 



to be made in all the Kirks by order of tb» 
Archbishop for supporting of the town of 
Dunfermline which was altogether c 
with sudden fire. 



A Fast c 



AcoodHT or TBI Pi.*QnB. 



Itt24, December 23. Special lett«r from 
the Archbishop anent the threatened Pestil- 
ence already broken out in Edinburgh. A 
public and solemn Fast to be kept in Burgh 
and Land, the two Sabbaths next ensuing 
except one, and that, betwixt the said 
Sabbaths in Burgh each week-day be kept. 
And the various Brethren to have sermon in 
Peebles every day of the week. 



16S6, August 26. Anent thecontributions 
for Dunfermline, the Brethren who had not 
as yet brought in the same declared that the 
advice of their several Sessions was to 
continue the urging of the same until the 
com was brought in from the fti^undj for 
before that time the people were not able to 
acquire moneys; whereupon they were 
ordained to have the same in readiness 
against Martinmas. 

1626, April 27. John Vaitche and James 
JSendza, panshioners of Stobo, compeared 
and being accused for their drunkenness upon 
the Saturday before the Communion, and 
for their threatening language to the pastor, 
confessed the same. Whereupon they were 
ordained by the Presbytery to go to ward 
and remain there till they fouud caution for 
Satisfaction. Which was done by the said 
John, the said James keeping still in jaiL 

1636, June S. The contributions for 
Dunfermline were handed in. Stobo b^ the 
hands of Mr Thomas Hog. the Minister, 
gave in £5 2s 4d. This is the last entry in 
the first volume of Presbytery Reoords, 

The second volume b^ns in 1649 leaving 
tiius a gap of twenty-three years. 

1626, October 19. The UinUter of Stobo 
complained to the Presbytery that Thomas 
Hay of Scroggs did not attend his parish 
Kirk, but frequented other Kirks. H^ 
pleaded that he was uncertain whether 
Scroggs was situated within Stobo or Lyne 
parish. The Pretbytery decided Wat 
Scroggs was within Lyne parish, and that 
Hay must attend Lyne Church in future. 
Imtckval or S3 Tkabs in thb Bioobdb or 
THE Pkesbytxby. 

From 1626 to 1649 a complete blank occurs 
in the Records of the Presbytery for twenty- 
three years. There is therefore no history 
of Stobo during nearly quarter of a century, 
at least from ecolesiasrical records. 
Thb Eon of tbb Twbbdibs. 

1628, August 7. This once powerful oloD 
had entered upon the final stage. Its 
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memben bad bean living beyond their 
iDMnH, and at Ust, through debts and 
mortgages, they were compelled to relinquish 
what remained of their once vatit possasaiona. 
James Tweedy, the last of the name in 
Urumebder, is in 1628 found a broken-down 
prieoner in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, to 
which he had been consigned by his own 
cousin, and remoneleiM creditor, John, Lord 
Hay of Yester, into whose family the lands 
of Drumelzier had now passed. Let this last 
repreeentative of a roober race that had 
vexed the County for oenturies, tell his own 
sorrowful tsle;~>IameB Tweedie of Drumel- 
zier complains to the Lords of the Privy 
Council * ' thiit he has been detained in ward 
within the Tolbooth of Edinburgh five years 
and four months byegane, at the inatanue of 
John, Lord H.iy of Yester, his cousin- 
germaoe, both in his own n»me and under 
colour, and pretext of other men's names. 
I^keas, he has not only unnaturally detained 
the said Complainer in woeful captivity, but 
apprysed hia lands and hnrittu;e with the 
Icj^ reversion of the same, and introraettit 
with tbe whole rent« thereof, whilk will far 
surmount any burden or debt he can lay to 
the Complainer's chai^. And yet to kythe 
his causeless eumity, he has not only stopped 
the Decreet of Liberty f^x^ to have been 
pronouncod by the Lords of Session, miudinff 
thereby to appropriate to himself by forged 

Sleas his whole entait and rente, but also to 
Btain the Complainer's person in ward till 
his dying day. Whereas he having all chat 
belongs to the Complainer, be has nothing to 
sustain himself, but is like to starve unless 
the Goodman of the Tolbooth supplied his 
necessary wants." 

It was decerned that Lord Yester should 
either release Drumelzier, os allow him a 
weekly maintenance, to be fixed by the 
Lords, accordingly Lord Yester consented to 
his release. (Privy Council Register). Exit 
Tweedie 1 

Thz Chuscb or Scotlasd and WircBCUrr. 
1628-9. In this year b^pn in Peebleeshire 
the earliest proceedii^s connected with 
Witches. The propaganda was not confined 
to any one parisn; all alike appear to have 
participated in this extraoiduuOT mania. 
Tho lioence for these judicial murders is to 
be found in the command given by Moses to 
the Jewish people, " Thou shalt not suffer a 
Witch to live."^ The ScoUish nation at this 
period resembled that of tbe Jews in several 
particulars;— In their Theocracy and belief 
that the Deity was in some especial manner 
the God of the Scots, whose chosen people 
they were; in their warship of the SobbaUi 
as a fetich; in their literal accept«tion of the 
letter of the law, and rejection of its spirit; 
tuid later during the heat of the Covenanting 
' , in tbe cruel retaliatory ac-t« some- 
flicted on their enemies, sueb as the 
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of prisoners after the Battle of 
Philiphaugh. 
In this year the Church opened ite cam- 
lign against the Witches. Who were those 
itches 7 Aged crones, afflicted with senile 
dementia; hysterical women possessed with a- 
desire for notoriety; some cases of real nuuiia 
with delusions; and alas, other cases, victims- 
of the jealousy and malice of neighbours. 

The Ministers of the Presbytery formed 
the Court, or inquisition at which the poor 
creatures were tried. They were then 
banded over to the Civil Magistrate for 
Execution. In the County of Peebles it will 
be observed that in this year when the 
earliest references to Witebss are found, the- 
Kpiaoopal party was in power. But associ- 
ated with the Bishops were Presbyteries of 
Ministers acting as prosecutors and also as 
judges. The practice of Witch-hunting 
continued in Scotland until the Church found 
herself in dire peril after tbe Restoration of 
King Charles II about tbe year 1661; she 
had then to turn her attention awaj' from 
Witehea to the preservation of her existence 
as a Covenanted Church. 

Here ore the accounts of the expenses 
connected with the Strangling and Burning, 
of three Witches in Peebles in tbe year 
1628-9;— 

At tbe foundation of the Calf Knowe o- 
nllon of ale, and three wheat loaves, 19b. 
(This mound still exists in the park of 
Kingsmeadows, just above what is culed the 
American giirden, on the road leading from 
the Drove road to the Kailzie road; a^aoe of 
execution was now about to be constructed 
there, for tbe gruesome proceedings.) A 
pound and a hall of lead to set the cruiJu of 
the colf-knowe door. Be. To James Haddane, 
to build the calf-kno<f e, £10. Lime fetohed 
to the calf-knowe work with tbe tewn's- 
horses, 4? loads, £9 8s; (other 33 loads also.) 
Furnishing sand to the eighty loads of lime, 
£6. Bringing home four ^anks to be a door 
to the calf-knowe, 20a. Debursed for the 
Witches, £24 10s. 1629, November S. To 
James Haldoune for making the calf-knowe 
door, 33b 4d. For making the gibbet which 
stands thereon, £4. Givea for the Commis- 
sion to bum the Witches, £0 13 Id. Drink- 
silver to James Primrose's man (clerk to the 
Privy Council), SOs. Hy own wages at that 
time, three days in Bainhurgh, £4 10s. 
When the Provost agreed with James 
Haldoune for setting up the gibbet the 
witehes were hanged on, £S 13s. December 
15. Mr William Dickson, schoolmaster, for 
being clerk to the Witches' process, £6. 
Directed to hire a lockmon (executioner) ta 
the Witehee, my two days' wages, wages £3, 
Drunk at hia feemg, 28b Sd. To John 
Robene for five loads of peats, with a quart 
of ale be gave to the peatman bought to oum. 
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the Witches, 32s 6d. Three loads of coala, 
36ii. A load of henther, 9a. Three fathom 
of small cord to bind the Witchea' hands, 
30d. Four fsthom of thick rope to hang 
them up withal, 6e 8d. Three tar barrels, 
4tia. To Alexander Dickson a pair of shoea 
for varning the Ministrr, 20s. Carrying 
the lai banela to the c^-knowe, 3s 4d. 
Hangman's wages, £10. To hie son for 
being doomster, 12s. For writing upon 
laohel Graham's Confession afcainst the rest 
of the Witches at the Parson's command, 
12s. To John Frank, jailor, for catering for 
the Witches. £8 14s. Catering for the 
lockman and hin son, £3 12s. Bread and 
drink fetched forth to the aBseHson, 30a. 
Fetched to the hangman and Witches, ISs. 
Ten loads of coals to the burning of the last 
witches, £6 16s. 

An Altak of BoBira Offbrinr. 
Oulwilh ihe Burgh stands n gcnisy mound. 

Oft kissed by smiling sunbeams ol the mom 
And Ixithed In evening dens; but hallowed ground 

To us, ihough to our sires n place of scorn. 
To which were led old wives of friend forlorn, 

Who gave in lantbenl flaiue and pungent smoke 
Their lives in manyrdoni. oft bravely i»rne. 

In name of justice, but too oft a cloke 
For spile and jealousy of neighbour folk. 

A redder glow than sunbeams fired it then, 






Tifice! 



Of one vast Altar raised for human 

HiHiSTBHs' Appabbl: Tkutds: Sobools. 

1633, June 19. Parliament assembled; it 
passed an Act confirming to the King the 
power of preocrihin^ the appafel of Scottish 
clergymen; this loused great discontent. 
Two valuable enactments, however, were 
psssud by this Parliament: — one was the 
Valuation of the 'leinds, whereby the dfth 
part of the rental of the land was declared 
to lie the value of the Teindi; and the otlier 
was the Confirmation of a former Act 
.erdaioing a school to be erected in every 
parish, and every thild to have (he means of 
education within itis reach. 

MiHisTGB OF Dawick Assaulted. 

1629, i*pril. Certain pnities who had 
attacked the Minister of Hawick with rungs 
.and batonti, having coafessed their crime, 
were ordered to stand at the Market Croea of 
Peebles on Tuesday next, being the Market 
day. with papers on their breasts setting 
forth their crime; besides this, they were 
.ordained to stand in sitck-cloth at the Kirk 
doors of Stobo, Drumelzier, Kirkurd, and 
Peebles. 

DUCUI^ON OF PUSUC WOBSHir DDRINO 

EnsooPAcy. 

163fi. Bir William Brereton. an English 

Puritan, visited Edinburgh in this year, and 

made the foJIowing description of Divine 

.Servioe in the City Ohnrches, which may be 



taken as fairly representative of the general 
practice. " I'he Order that is observed in 
the worship of GoJ '8 this^Upon the Lord's 
D^y they do assemble betwixt eight and nine 
in the morning and spend Che time in singing 
psalms and reading chapters in the Old 
Testament until about ten, then the preacher 
comes intu the pulpit and the paalm lieing 
ended, he reads a printed and prescribed 

Stayer, which is an exceUent prayer. This 
eing ended another psiilm is sung, and then 
prays before sermon, and ccncludes his 
sermon betwixt eleven and twelve. 

The Afternoon's Exercise wiiich begins 
Boon after one, is performed in the same 
manlier as in the morning, save that the 
Chapters are then read out of the New 
Testament; and they conclude about four. 

I saw the Sacrament of Baptism admin- 
istered in this manner:— The prbacher stand- 
ing in the pulpit, and there Viein^ fastened 
into the sfime a frame of iron whurein there 
stands a silver liasin and ewer; the Minister 
used an Exhortation (orGod'sgreatgo<idnesa 
in admitting them to this great privilege, 
&c., and demanding from the witnesses 
(which are many, sometimes twelve, some- 
times twenty), according to a printed form 
of Baijtisni; the parent receives the child 
from the mid-wife, presents the same nnto 
the Preacher who doth baptise it without 
any manner of ceremony, giving the strict 
care of Christian and reliKious education, 
first unto the parent, then unto the 
witnesses. 

When the Sacrament of the Lord's Rupper 
is administered, a nairow table is placed in 
the middle aisle, the whole length of the 
aisle, abuut which ^e most of the receivers 
sit, as in the Dutch and French Churches; 
but now the ceremonies of the Church of 
England are introduced, and cimfotmity 
much pressed, and the gesture i>f kneeling is 
also much pressed. 

1636. In the edition of The Scottish 
Psalter published in this year are found the 
following tuoesi— Aberfeldy, Bon Accord, 
Caithness, Cukoas. Elgin, Invemeu, London 
New, Helrose, Wigton. 

Thb Abchbuhop Visns Pbbslbs. 

1636. May 10. Payed at Lyne BrHge, 
goina a number together to meet the Bishop, 
8* shillings. Counted with Margaret Reid 
before the Provost and Bailies when the 
Bishop was here, and paid to. her £10 Ifls. 
Two boxes of Comfits, 208; a'e and shorts 
bread at the time to Christian Hay, 41 
ahiUings. 

The Archbishop's name was Dr Lyndsny. 
He was accompanied by Mr James Lyndesiy 
of Flemington, his son. 

Abchbishof La[;d'h Sbbvicb-Book. 

1636. In this year appeared "Ctuioni 
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and Conatitationa Ecclaaiastiovl for ttie 
Government of the Church of Scotknd," 

Sibliahed by authority, and issued under the 
reat Seal. It cantkined Regulations for 
the Obaerrance of the Ritual in the Services 
of the Church, which were intended to heiag 
the Soottiah Churoh into cloee resemblance 
with the Ohurcli of EngbtDd in every res- 

Thie w&R followed by the Scottish Book of 
Common Prayer, or Laud's Liturgy. This 
is but a oopv of the Bnglish Book of Common 
Prayer, with some alterations which give it 
* strong similarity to the Bomish Missal. 
Every Minister was oommanded to use this 
Service Book in all the Churches of the 
Realm. 1'he whole popuUtion from the 
highest to the lowest rose sKainst its intro- 
'ductiou. The Ministers might have yielded, 
but the Laity were firm. The principal 
objeotiona were: — That the Book waa 
imposed without consent from the General 
Assembly oi of Parliament; that it was 
Popish; that it laupht Baptismid Regenera- 
tion, Transubetantiatiou, the Oblation of 
the Sacred EHementa, and was little better 
than a Mass-Book. 

It must be kept in mind thac the Church 
of Scotland had used a Liturgy long before 
this time. Even before the Reformation 
was legalised the Service- Book was in use in 
parishds where Reformation principles were 
cnvwing. Lat«r, The Book of Common 
Order prepaTod by Knox came ieto use and 
waa sanctioned by several Assemblies, and 
continued to be the authorised Form of 
Worship up to the date of Laud's Liturgy. 
Even on the veiy day of the introduction of 
this Book in the following year the Lessons 
were read in St. Giles out of the old Book of 
Commun Order in the earlier part of the 
^y. I he new Liturgy whs nut to be used 
until 1637. 

1637, Sunday, July 23. Un this day 
Laud's Service Book waa attempted to be 
read in St. Giles. A ureat tumatt ensued 
initiated by Jenny Geodes, who may have 
been kin to the Oeddesses ot Itachan 
benefactors of the Church oF Peebles in 
Romish times. Divine Service was stopped. 
The new Service Kook was not allowed to be 
read. It was never used again. Neither 
was the old one of Knox. 

DiviHB Bbbvics accokdinq to Kkox. 
From t^e Reformation of 1560 up till the 
puiina of the Five Article* of Perth in 1618 
there had been uuiformity in the conduct of 
Divine Service in the Church, which had 
been conducted in close accordance with 
Knox's Book oE Common Order. The Bell 
was rung at seven in the morning; and then 
« eight for the Ueadei's Service. The 
congr^pition assembled at that time for a 
Uttle private devotion. The Reader talaag 



his place at the lectern read the Ooramoa 
Prayers, and in some Churches the Decalogue 
and the Creed. He then gave out large 
portions of the Psalter, the singing of which 
was concluded with " Glory to the Father," 
&o. Next, chapters of Scripture were read 
from the Old and the New Testaments 
according to the requirements of the Book 



hour thus spent, the Minister then entered 
the pulpit, the Bell having been rung for the 
third time. He knelt for private devotion, 
He began with a conceived prayer, chiefly 
asking for illununotion. Next he preached 
the sermon and then read or repeated one of 
the prayers out of Knox's Litui^ for all 
conditions ot men, or the extemporised one 
io conformity with it, concluding with the 
Lord's Prayer and the Creed. After tjiia 
there followed a Psalm and the Benediction. 

Ths Tables. 

1637. Towards the close of this year 
there was instituted what has come to be 
known since as " The Tables." It was 
composed of Four Committees sitting at foul 
tables within the Parliament House in 
Edinbuivh, first of all as a Committee of 
Public Safety; but later, as a law-making 
body whose ordinances came to have a vo^ua 
denied to those of the King and Pnvy 
Council. The First Table included all the 
Nobility who had joined the People's Cause; 
the Second had one gentleman representing 
each County; and the Third had one Minister 
representing every Presbytery; and the 
Fourth had one Burgher tor every Town. 
Four representatives from each party formed 
a permanent Central Committee, the other 
members sitting only during emergencies. 

Thb National Covrnaht. 

1638, February 22. The Burgh of PeeWes 
was invited to send Representatives to a 
great meeting in Edinburgh ot the Tables. 

February 28. On this day began to be 
signed the National Covenant by the peojJe 
of Scotland. It was taken up with enthuai- 



' Scotland. It was a League in 
matters of religion, aa well as a Ooniession 



defence of the liberty of the peom 



parts of the country, was given up, and waa 
thenceforth confined to the Reader's part of 
the Service. 

SsVEb GOVHIANIB. 

The National Covenant referred to above 
was the Sixth of Scotkmd's CovMiants; the 
Seventh and last waa yet to come. It waa 
binding both on Scotland and England, and 
was called The Solemn League and Covenant. 
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Thb Aitebnook Sbbvice. 

Betweeo 1838 and 1646 the Afternoon 
Service wns fur manj yeara catechetical, 
Calviu's CatecbiBm being used; it wm 
divided into portions for successive Sundays, 
and after the children had been examined in 
the presence of the people the Minister 
gave a short discourse on the doctrines of 
the day. 

Fbebbvikbuhisu and thb Covsnasts. 

163B. Those who B^(ned the Covenant, 
or Covenant«ra as thef began to be called, 
had become a menace to the Government. 
The Eing was soon forced to understand 
that the people were prepared to resort to 
armed force in defence of their liberties. 
He sent a Boj^l Oommissioner, who was 
treated contemptuously. Kiau Charles then 
attempted to effect a Compromise, and even 
w^ned the Covenant of 1580; this accoro- 



Bnd of Episcofaci 1610-1638. 

The Qeneral Assembly arranged to meet 
in November 1636. It <Ud bo; and within a 
month overturned the whole fabric of 
Episcopacy 1 

All the Assemblies which had been 
vitiated by Kingly int«rference were declared 
to be null aod void. The Service- Book, and 
the Book of Canons and other similar 
publicatiouB were condemned. So also with 
the obnoxious and tyrannical Court of High 
Commission. Episcopacy and the Five 
Articles of Perth were abjured: all the 
Bishops were deposed from the Office of the 
Ministry, and eight of them were excom- 
municated \ Excommunication involved 
fearful consequences tu its victims, and 
caused the flifcht of the Bishops from the 
country in order to save their lives, The 
Assembly in thus acting against the Bishops 
was mercilessly severe, and flagrantly 
on just. 

The aHsembly finally restored the Presby- 
terian form of Church government. This 
was a most remarkable proceeding and 
difflcnlt to understand, for Episcopacy had 
lasted already for thirty yeais — a generation. 
All the Ministers must have received 
Episcopkl Ordination, and yet the peo[de 
returned to their first love, PreabytOTy. 
This has lieen called the Second Protestant 
BeformaCion. The first was effected by 
Parliament; the Second bj the General 
Assembly. 

Civil war now appeared to be inevitable; 
and the Covenant^ secured the services of 
Qeneral Alexander Leslie. 

DiTlNB SXBVICB Deobaiibd. 



In this year Irish Innovations were intro- 
duoed into the Church under the name ol 
Brownism. Its adherents rejected all fermi 



of prayer, also the nadi»g of the Scriptuieft 
unless accompanied by expooitJoD. This 
party degraded the worship of the Church; 



and later, allied itself with Cromwell and. 
ruined the Covenanting movement. 

Sitting during the Communion was notr 
restored; private Celebration of Communion 
was forbidden. There was likewise forbidden 
the Observance i>t anniversaries, includinit 
Chliatmas and Easter. Having abjured 
lAud's Liturgy, the Church fell back upon 
Knox's Book of Common Order. 

James Williamson, Provost of Peebles, 
was the representative sent by Peeble» 
(though not unanimouxly). to the General 
Assembly at Glasgow which effected all those 
reforms. He signed the National Covenant;. 
his name also appears on one of the 
medallions attached to the Peebles Silver 

Daily Sbbvicb. 
1639, AprU 18. The Provost, Belies, and 
Kirk Session of Peebles along with several 
others took an Instrument in writing 
requesting the Vicar of Peebles to give 
morning and evening prayers and reading 

1639, April 20. All those who have not 
already signed the National Covenant ace to 
be convened at the Clerk's booth in Peebles 
to subacribe the same. 

Civil War Immimbht. 

1639, May 1. Letter received this day 
from Lord Yester to the Burgb of Peebles, 
and the Gentry of the Shire, stating that the. 
King's Navy of twenty-eight ships of war 
had sailed up the Forth to Leith, and that 
therefore every fourth taxM in the Kingdom 
would require to rise in arms as was formerly 
proclaimed. Hvery fourth man therefore in 
the Burgh of Peebles must repair to him and 
his colours at Leith this night furnished 
with arms. The Magistratos ordered that 
the men of the First Quarter perform the 
desire of his lordship for ten days and nights; 
then be relieved by the men of the Second 
Quarter for a similar period; and so on with 
tjie others; banning ngain with the First 
Quarter if necessary. 

1639. War between the Covenanters of 
Scotland and King Charles seemed to be 
inevitable. By the end of May the- 
Covenanters encamped on Dunse Law wec« 
facing the King's Army; but both sides 
hesitated to begin the fight. Ultimately a. 
Compromise was effected whereby the King 
promised to call a Free Assembly at Edin- 
burgh on the 6th of August, to be followed 
by a Parliament meeting in £dinbui^h on 
the SOth of the same month for the purpose 
of ratifying the Acu of the Assembly. The 
Covenanters were to disband their army, 
surrender their fortre»es, and hold no 
illegal meetings. 
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The Ohusgh as a Pibsbcctob. 

The Oenerol Aaaembly on the 17ch of 

Ausuat (lasKd &11 the provuioDB nnew 

•gaiQBt Episcopaojr Htid in favour of Preeby- 



Dnfortun«tely the Scottish Church being 
now Hucceaaful sought to beoome a Per- 
aec'utor; instead of continuing to use the 
Covenant as a Bond of union and Uberty, 
it sought ti) make it an iDstrumant of 
oppreeeiOD by compelling eTSiyone to swear 
to its provisioaB esped&lly &11 Papists and 
BUBpeotB. A long list nas drawn up of 
Ministers favourable to Episcopacy, who 
wdre sentenced to deposition. As regards 
Parliament, it certainly sat on the very day 
aft«r the Assdmbly rose; but nothing was 
done; nor ware the Acta of the Assembly 
ratified by it. 

The Assemblv, had in addition to its other 

Acts, enjoined oniveroal observanoo of 

Family Worship, and it also prohibited all 

the innovations of the Brownists. 

DiATH OF THE MunsTCS. 

1639. Thomas Hog ceased to b» Hiniater 
of Stobo, probably by death; thoiuh there 
is no information on the point. He bad a 
son Minister of West Linton. Mi Hog 
had been Minister of Stobo since 1618, in 
all twenty-one yean of the BpiBcop^ian 
period. He was succeeded by Patrick 
Flemii^;, M.A., Oovenanter. 

Patrick Flxumo, Pifth Mimistkr of 
Stobo. 

He studied at the Univeraitjr of Qlasgow 
where he obtained his dMcree in 1633. He 
was presented by John Earl of W^^n in 
May; and was instituted on the 2nd of 
October 1640. He was a member of the 
Commissions of Aasemblj in the years 1M6, 
1648, 1649. He was one of the seven 
Minist«ra of the Presbyteir of Peebles 
required by the Privy Councu on the 12th 
December 1661 to compear and answer for 
assisting in the Admission of the Minister of 
Manor, under pain of rebellion. He died 
on the 12th February 1682. aged about 69, 
in the 42Dd year of his Minist^. 

1640. Meanwhile the Covenanters had 
resolved to trust neither to Parliament nor 
to the General Assembly, but were busy en- 
rolling soldiers and equipping them for the 
field. By the 30th August the Scots wore in 
possession of Newcastle, while King Charles 
and his army were at York. After some 
negotiations it was decided that the Scots 
army was to remain inactive at Newcastle 
reoeiving £fifiO per day. All other negotia- 
tioDS were transferrei to London. By the 
middle of December conditions of peace had 
been decided on, and mutual desires ex- 
paeesed for securing uniformity of religion in 
&)g1and and Bootland. 



DiviNC Skkvicb at its Lowest. 
After this year, reading of prayers by the 
0161^7 was gradually given up. An increas- 
ini[ number d'scontinued the habitual use 
even of <he Lord's Prayei;alBoaf the Qlory to 
the Father; and of kneeling for private 
devotion. In some places lectures by 
MinisTers were substituted for the Morning 
and Evening Prayer on week-days. All the 
foregoing was in distinct revolt and reaction 
from the set prayers and forms sssoctatod in 
the Scots mind with E^scopaey, extending 
even a^ainBt the Lord's Prayer as being "a 
let form." It was in fact the farther 
development of Brownism in the Church. 

WrrcHCKAPT. 
1640. The Presbyterj had severalcases of 
Witchctaft before it this year. On one 
ocoaaion the Court met at Glenholm for the 
purpose of trying several suspects from that 
district and from Gultei. They were aiked 
if they had had any dealings with a witeh 
callecl Qraham who had been bumed at 
Peebles. The princip^ item agunst them 
was that of telling people to take sick 
children to a south-running stream to be 
cured. One, by name Gilbert Robesoune, 
was considered as a noted warlock, and there 
are many references to him. A year after- 
wards in 1641 he was then in prison suspected 
of witehcraft; and the Ministers of Drumel- 
zier, Gteubolm, and Broughton were 
appointed to enquire into the charses against 
him, and te intimate the same nom their 
pulpite. (Note; as there is no Fresbytcny 
Book extant at present from the period from 
1626 to 1649, this matter cannot be followed 
out. It seems to have been in existence 
when Dt Chambers wrote his History of 
Peeblesshire.) 

The Cbdbcs uobb Dxbplv Dbspa:;rated. 
1640, July 29. An Assembly was held at 
Aberdeen. An Act was passed for demolish- 
ing all monuments of idolatry; another 
a^inst witehes and charmers; another against 
revilers of the Covenant; and another against 
religious meetings couduct«d by laymen. 
The immediate results were the destruction 
of Crosses in Churches, market-places, and 
on tombs; the breaking of stained glass 
windows; alio the efiacement of all sacred 
emblems of the Saviour, of the Sainta, etc 
"Then it was that the niches of Melrose 
were emptied of their statues of prince and 
prelate; that the sculptured Cross of Ruth- 
well was broken in three; that the Synod of 
Argyll was let loose upon lona to cast its 
monuments into sea, and its manuscripts into 
the flames; that the magnificent rood-screen 
of Klgin, and the stately altar-screen of 
Aberdeen were hewn in pieces.'' By an Act 
of Parliament, in the same year, many of the 
vessels of the sanctusry were oonsigned to 
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the meltii^-pot to tumish funds to pay the 
OoTenuiting artaj. 
Uhifobmity Duised ik the CHumcH or 



1641, July. The Gleneral Asaembly met 
in July and passed an Act Against impietj 
and Bchiam. This Assemblj' was the first 
which began those negotiatloiiB between the 
Oovenantata of Scotland and the PDiitana of 
Bngland, which have had «o areat as 
iitfluenoe on the Cburoh of Bcothnd. A 
letter was read from some Minieters in 
England in which ther expressed a desire fol" 
unity between the Churches of England and 
Sootiaud. The Aasembl; in repl; urged 
tbat efforts should be made to have in both 
Olfurchee;— one Confession, one Directory 
for Public Worship, one Catechism, and one 
Form of Church Government. The Assembly 
began by preparing s draft of a Directory <rf 
Worship, with which England might pomibly 
i^geae. (Dr Sprott.) 

Reaciiom' in Favodb of tbi Lord's 
PbatrK, and Tka Qlobia. 
,1612. The Asaemtily of thii year was 
taken up with the in'novatioiiB of the Brown* 
uft. After much discussioti the A^mbly 
authorised the Moderator to send a letter to 
those Presbyteries which were troubled by 
i^he innovators. In it occurs:— "We can 
hardly be induced to think that an^ gndoua 
if_ wise brother of the Ministry will forbeat 
continually to say the Lord's I^yer, to sing 
t^e Conclusion, and to bow in the pulpit; 
feliid if theba be aay such that wilt not receive 
ifatiafaction but by his needless scruples 
foment division, you know that the Act of 
tlie Assembly at Edinburgh doth warrant 
pMsbyteries to oensure innuvatora." It is 
interesting to note and to emphasise the fact 
(hat at this period, thoae were looked npon 
■A innovators to be censured who objected to 
the use of the Lord's Prayer, and to singii^ 
Qlory to the Father, etc. The Civil War in 
ZhgUnd was now raging. 

Scotland Imfobes on Enolamd ber 

COVBHANI iSa HER ObdBR 

or DiviNB Service. 
1643. King Charles was most desirous 
that the Scottish Coreoanten should not ally 
themselves with his enemies in England. 
Sut the desire of the 8cot« to leul the 
English Church Into conformity with the 
Scottish Church proved t«o strong. The 
Scottish Clergy entered into an alliance with 
the English and sent Commiasionera to attend 
the WeBtminster Assembly of Divines whidi 
met on July 1. Soon after, the Scots Army 
crossed the Tweed and turned the fortunes of 
the Civil War against the King. These sots 
divided the Covenanters into two parties. 



and strengthened the hands of the BIrownista 
who well knew that the English seotories, 
snoh as the Anabaptists, Indepmdents ai^ 
others were opposed to all liturgical forms. 
The English Parliament sent a deputation to 
the Oeneral Assembly, asking for aasiatanoe 
and stating that they had abolished 
Episcopacy in England and had ejected the 
Bishops &om the House of Lords. The- 
Solemn League and Covenant having been 
drawn up was carried to England, and the 
22nd September was appointed for the sign- 
ine of it. Both houses of Parliament ugned 
this Covenant, so also did the Assembly of 
Divines at Westminster, and the Soots Com- 
miasionecB. Under this League it was that 
the Scuts army crossed Tweed and joined in 
the Civil War against the King in order to 
secure Uniformity of worship in botb 
countries as the Scottish Covenanters fondly 
believed. Persecutions oF witches whi^ 
lately had fallen into abeyance were revived, 
and the Assembly of this year ^ve specific 
directions as to their discovery and treat- 

The SoorriBK Covenanters Invade 
EKaLANn. 

1^, January 19. The assembled Scota 
forces crossed ^e Tweed this day, under 
General Leslie, Earl of Leven. Lora Yeater 
was line of the Colonels, and the Committee 
for War included such names as — Sir Alex- 
ander Murray of Black tnrdtiy. Sir David 
Miirray of Stanhope, Sir John Veltch of 
Dawick, James Naeaniyth of Posso, John 
Uolden of that ilk, James Geddee of Bachan, 
John Dickson of Hortmir^, William Lyell^ 
Sheriff-depute, Andrew Hay of Baystoun, 
WiUiam Govan of Cardrona, WUliam Tweedy 
of Wroe, James Russell of Kingside, John- 
Williamson for Peebles. 

Scotland a Theocraot. 

The Government of Scotland at this period 
approached closely to such a Theocracy aft- 
the Jews of old enjoyed. The power of the 
King hod fallen; Parliament was in abey- 
ance; the real governing body was the 
General Assembly, whose Ministers uid 
Elders constantly declared that they derived 
their I^islative authority from Jesus Christ 
alone, the King and head of the Church. 
Religiosity was dominant in the nationdl 
mind; the war was a religions war. Ilie 
Covenanters were determined that England 
equally with themselvee should enjoy the 
blensing of a Presbyterian Church. But 
they were extremely intolerant; and every 
one who declined to subscribe the Solemn 
League and Covenant was esccnnmunicated. 

UKiFOBMiTif oy Worskip Skcitrid in 
Scotland and Enoland. 
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tory for the Public Worehip of Ood. The 
Q«neral ASBemhtf of 1S46 unctioned its um 
in Scotland, although much of it has been 
alloved to become obmlete. Ko forms of 
prayer were pteacribed; but what ought to 
bo the burden of prayer was expreased. 
Baptism waa to be administered without 
ceremony, Have sprinkling in the Name of 
of the Trinity. Communion was to be cela- 
bn^ed frequently. It was done in the 
manner in which it is celebrated in the 
present day. Haniige waa to be in the 
C9knroh, but not on the Sabbath day. 
Funeraia were to be without ceremony, no 
prayara, no singing of hymns, althoogb the 
Hinistw might profitably diract the atten- 
tion of the pecnde to their latter end. The 
Scots Commissioners were desiroua of having 
the Creed repeated fay the sponsors at Bapt- 
iam, but the EngUah would not agree: equi- 
^ont interrogations were to be put howcTer 
— iuBt as is the case at present in the Scot- 
tish Church. The Oeneral Aasembly, how- 
«ter, asked that these Questions be omitted, 
in order to allow Soottish Ministers to use 
Uie Creed as had been the custom from pre- 
Beforroation days. This wm agreed to; as 
also that Marriage should be celebrated only 
at that " place appointed by authority for 
public worship,"— »'.«., the Parish Ohoroh. 
This was agreed to also. 

The Soota CommisaionQra were asked to 
explain to the Oeneral Assembly also that 
the Westminster AsHambly desired the 
Church of Baotland to prohibit private de- 
votion on the port of Miniatera on entering 
the pulpit; and the singing of the Olory to 
tlie FatnAr by the Congregation aa a Con- 
elusion. The first request was aooeded 10, 
and private Devotion of the Minister became 
a thins of the past for the sake of Unlfonntty 
with the Church of Gnglandi The sinjpng of 
Uke Gloria, however, was not prohibited 
although it appears to have fallen into 
desaetude aftor this. The Lord's Prayer 
was not forbidden either. On the whole, 
however, the results formed a triumph for 
the Brownists, the innovators of the preced- 
ing eight years. 

1646. The Geneial Assembly had ap- 
proved of the Westminster Directory on uie 
Srd of Fetnuory; and on the 7th another Act 
was passed for Observing Uniformity in the 
prot^ice of the Directory. In it Miniaters 
were enjoined to begin half an hour earlier 
than they had formerly done when the 
Reader took the lirst portion' of the Service. 
Baptism was to be administered as formerly 
after the eermon. At Communion, a short 
Addrees at each Table was to be subedtnted 
l(» the Stor 
read by the 1 

On the 2?th Blay ihe Coouniaaion ot the 
Oeneral Assembly authorised the pnUicotion 
of a Soottish editioa of the Directory. 



Thk Marquis or MoxritoeE, Koiaubt. 

W4^ August 15. By gaining the battle- 
of Kilayth, the Harquia of Montrose hod all 
Scotland at his feet, and the Scots pec^le 
were retuniing to their allegiance to Kii^ 
Charles. Montrose was the champion of th« 
National Covenant; but a determined enemy 
to the Solemn League. 

His Presbyterianiem was of the old Soots 
type, and he abhorred the innovations of the 
Broimists siid of the Independents of 
England. He desired to see restored noth- 
ing else but what the first Reformers had 
practised before the days of Prelacy. He 
considered that the National Covenant had 
been violated by the introduction of innova- 
tions into the Church; and he maintained 
that the religion of the Browniatn and 
Independents was contrary to the intention 
and religion of the first Reformers. All this 
he stat^ in a manifesto drawn up by him 
aftor the battle of Kilsyth, bnt owtng to his 
defeat at the battle of Philiphaugh it did 
not seethelight until our own day. (Sprott). 
The battle of Philiphaugh, new Selkirk, 
took plnce on the 13th September 1646, and 
resulted in the defeat of the Royalist anny 
nnder the Hari]u)s of Montrose. He fled, 
after the battle over Minchmoor and on to 
Traqnair House, to which it ia said he wa» 
denied admittance. He then prooeeded 
onward to Peebles, whence he set out la 
order to raise fresh troops in the Nort&. 
Althoneh Montrose then served tiid Kitlft, 
and no longer the Scottish nation, he always 
considered himself to be a true Covenanter, 
true to the first Covenant. The Covenanters 
aotini; on Old Testament precedents, mass- 
acred their priflonors, men, wotnen and 
children, on the ground of Philiphaugh; and 
hanged many others of noble and gentle 
birth later. Those proceedings were remeth- 
bered at a future time when fortunes h^ 
changed plaoes. 

In England Archbiahop Laud who had 
been so prominent in the matter of the 
introduction of the Service Book into St. 
Qiles, hod been beheaded after three years' 
imprisonment in the Tower of London. The 
Scots Army bod token pwt in the fierce 
battle of Marston Moor; they had assisted 
to reduce York ; and had captured Newcastle. 
Thereafter they were disposed to rest. 



Sects and denominations of all kinds i 
creased witli extraordinary rapidity. 

1U6. The Choroh hod meant the Wast- 
minster Directory to be strictly fdlowed, 
bnt the Clergy soon fell away from it towards 
Brownism. On the 5th October there 
appeared before the Msnstntea the Parson 
of Peebles, Mr Theodore Bay. He produbed 
the Act of the Committee of Estates and 
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wanted the MfigisbrateB thst nana miKht be 
.elected to any public poeitioQ who had takea 
part with the rebels in the wsr, or who had 
not mode t^atisfaction in the Kirk tberefoT. 
He asked them to keep this in mind at the 
mectiona to be held that day. Di Hay was 
preaeuted to Peeblea in. the first year of 
Bpiscopacy (1010). He demitted in 1648. 
Pbnamce. 

1646, October 6. In connection with this 
.SatiafyinK of the Kirk, Qeorge Tait of Pirn, 
and otherB, had to aatisfy the Kirk upon the 
.Stool of hepentance in the Kirk of Inner- 
leithen for tneir part in the Iste rebeltiiin. 
At Tweediimuir on the 27th Uecember the 
Laird of Hawkahaw h>td t<> mitke satisfaction 

.also for complying with James Gtahaiii (the 
Haniuis of Moiitruae). Kvery pariah in the 
.country appears to have held Thank atfivinga 
.on his discomfiture. 

Tub Bmoaobuisht. 

1647. December 26. It is very important 
that the Engwement entered into l>etween 
Kins Charles (then a priaoner in Carisbrooke 
-OasUe,) with certain Scota Commisaionera, 
ahould be carefullT studied, as the resulta 
that ensued upon tciia suggaated arrangement 
were most extraordinary and far-reaching. 
even to the most insignihcant rural pnrishes 
in far Scotland. Concerning this " fingage- 
ment" and ita "ainfulness" the best account 
that the preaent writer has come across is to 
be found in Butler's Life of Bishop Leighton 
— "Un December 26, 1647, at Cariabrooke 
{^tle he CKing Charles I) entered into an 
Engaf^ment with the Scottish Commissioners 
in which he bound himself on the word of a 
King— (a) to confirm the Covenant for such 
■8 had taken it, or might take it (without 
iorcing it on the unwiJling); also (b) to 
confirm Preabyterian government, and the 
Westminster Directory of Worabip in 
KnglaDd for three years (with the re|ervatioQ 
of the Litui^, Use., for himself and his 
household), and moreover ^c) to see to the 
Suppreasion of the Independenta and all 
other sects and hereaies. The "-'oota in 
return were to send an army into England 
for the puri>08e of restoring the King on 
these conditions to his full Royalty in 
England, 

The Engagement became known in Scot- 
land on February IS, 1648; and in the 
Committee of Estates, and in the Parliament 
which met on Kfarch 2, the majority, viz., 
^e Hamiltonians oi Engagers, carried the 
•day. 

But the Opposition, headed by Argyll, 
Kdinton, Lothian, Ca«silis and Johnstone 
ofWarriston rested on the nearly unanimous 
opinion of the Scottish Clergy, and had a 
powerful help apart from Parliament, in the 
•Commisaion of the Kirk. 



The argument on their side was that the 
Commissioners had exceeded their powers; 
that the oonditions made with the King 
were too slippery; that the King had rtwlly 
evaded the Covenant, and that though 
Scotland might have a just cause for war 
R^inat the English Sectariex, no good could 
come fi'om a war nominally aitainst them, in 
wliich Presbyterians woiUd be allied with 
Malignanta, Frelatiata and even Papiata. 

Declarationa embodying theae views were 
publiahed by the Coni mission of the 
Assembly; the pulpita ranu with denuncia- 
tiiins of the Engagement; petitiana againat 
it poured in upon Parliament by the Kirk; 
and the Anti-Engauers or Protenters were in 
the majority amongst the people. 

Loudon detached himself from Hamilton 
and eipreitsed repentance for his part in the 
High Kiik of Edinburgh. The ^cots army, 
notwithstanding, headed by Hamilton, and 
numbering 20,OU0 men marched into England 
on July 6, lfl48; and out of the 8cotti«b 
Engagement with the King be^n the Second 
Civil War which was crushed in four months 
(Uay to August 1648) as the First had been 
sprMd over four years. 

The connection of the Scots Commiaaioners 
with the Ei^^ish Parliament was severed, 
and forward into Lancashire the Scottish 
Army moved t« rescue the King, to free 
England from the army of Sectaries, establish 
Presbytery, and put down " that impious 
Toleration settled by the Two Houses 
contrary to the Covenant." 

The result was the rout of the Soots wiU) 
their English allies at the three days' Battle 
of Preston (August 17-19) by the Porlia- 
menl&ry army under Cromwell. 

What has all this to do with Stobo and its 
Church History? Simply this— that when 
the Second extant volume of the Presbytery 
Records of Peebles opens in 1649 it will be 
seen that the Volume teems with references 
to the Engagement, and to the persecutions 
of the Engt^rs by the Anti-Engagers who 
were then in the majority. It was a question 
harassing every parish, burghal and rural; 
vexing tne fireside of every man. And not 
merely vexing, but delighting with fierce 
delights the polemical and theological mind 
of the Scot, who is never so much in his 
element as when he ia discussing his Minister 
and criticising bis conduct. For wherefore 
should a Scot l>e a Protestant, if he may not 
protest ] 

TH£ Chubch or Scmitland Acceftb tbr 
Wbstmixstsi CoHFBBBiGir, and thbowb 

ASIDB HCK AlTCIRNT LlTUIUUBS. 

1647. The Church of Scotland had now 
attained the sommit of her greatness. She 
had achieved the conquest of the Prelatical 
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Church of Sn^And Euid had HiTeD a pditrf to 
the whole Empire. PresbTteries had 
actually been set up in London itself and 
eteeirhere. The WestminRter Aasemblj of 
Divinee after havins hwted for five and a 
half years had neauy finished its labonra. 
In the prerioue year the General Assembly 
had accepted the Westminster ConfeBsion r- 



ReligioD. The Ghurch of Scotland for the 
sake of this same Uniformity of Religion in 
the three Kingdoms threw aside her own 
Confession, and het own Book of Common 
Order— both the Legacy of Knoi, in order 
that her CoTenanled Uniformity with 
England might be secured. Long ago 
repudiated by England, the Westminster 
Oonfeesion BtUl remains the authorised Creed 
of the Church of Scotland. (Cunningbsm). 
Thi Shobter Catechism. 

1648. The Qeneral Assembly of 1648 
approved the Larger and also the Shorter 
Catechisms; the latter especially being in- 
tended for Buch "as are of weaker intellect !" 
The two Catecliisms previously in use bad 
been divided into sections, one for each 
Sunday in t^e year. The Creed formed part 
of both, and sixteen Sundays were devoted 
to the expoxitiou of it alone. In many 
Churches the afternoon service had been 
catechetical, and the Creed was preached 
upon for a larife portion of the year. The 
Scots Commissioners had been promised by 
the Ei^lish Puritans that the Creed would 
form part of the new Catechism, but it was 
admitted merely as an appendix. From that 
time it came to be ^[radually set aside; until 
at the present day it has been regarded by 
many as savouring of Episcopacy, if not of 
Popery 1 

Regarding the Shorter Catechism, how 
many know that it is almost entirely an 
Episcopalian production 1 The Westminster 
Assembly consisted of 151 English members, 
aix Scots members being added. Of these, 
all save the six Scotsmen, and two Beformed 
pastors oE London were in Episcopal Ordeis, 
and graduates of Oxford or Cambridge. The 
Sootmnen were accounted amongst the roost 
Mmciliotory and most liberal of all the 
members. The chief composers of the 
Oatachism were Dr. Arrowsmith, head of St. 
John's Coll^^, Cambridge; Dr. Tuckney, 
Vice-Chxncellor of the University of Cam- 
bridge; and J. Wallis, M^., an eminent 
Oamnridge mathematician who acted as 
amanuensis of the Assembly, and was largely 
responsible for the concise and severely 
iMtoal auawo^ of the Shorter Cateobism. 
Host of the Soots membera had left ere the 
Assembly of Divines discossed the Oatschism. 
It is need by Baptisis, Oongr^ationaliBts, 
and Eflpisoopuiuks, '* r^ < ' ' 



, as well as PresbyteriaiH 



Rboardino Toukq OotwcsiouxTa:— 
The first Book of Discipline had requited, 
them to be able to repeat the Lord's Prayer;, 
the Creed, the Dec&logue, and to understand 
the nature of the Holy Sacrament. ITttw, 
the Qenerot Assembly insisted on all such 
swearing the Solemn Lesgue and Covenant 
in addition. 

Chanoes in DiviKB SiBvicB. 
1648 continued; — The Collection for the 
poor was to be now so ordered that no part 
of public worship was to be thereby hindered. 
This was arranged probably out of a great 
fear lest works of Charity^ which the Apostle 
calls " an acceptable sacrifice and with 
which Qod is well pleased,") should pass for 
any p«rt of the Service of God ! Ministers 
were now ordered to appoint some other way 
and time for receiving the Collections. 

To recapitulate;— The chief changes made 
during the foregoing period were:— Discon- 
tinuance of Daily Service, of Private Devo- 
tion on entering the Church, of Read Prayers, 
of the Itoading of Holy Scripture, of Kinging 
Glory to the Father, of the Offertory during 
Divine Service, and the Bepetition of the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Ministers had to give two sermons and two 
lectures every Sunday; and one sermon and 
one catechising on other two days in tiie 
week. (Sprott.) 

Thb PsALua. 

1648. This same General Assembly of 
1648 had under consideration also a new 
version of the Psalms. Mr Rous, an 
English M.P., was the author of this 
version, but he had borrowed from anoUm 
version which was the composition of Sir 
William Aleiander, afterworas Earl of Stir- 
ling. A Committee was appointed to revise 
the work of Rous, with instnictions to make- 
what use they could of the versions of the 
Laird of Bowallan, and of Zachnry Boyd. 
The result was the compilation of that 
version still in use in Divine Service at the 
present day. 

The most melancholy fruit of all the civil 
and ecclesiastical strife of this year of 1648 
in especial was the Discontinuance of Holy 
Commuoion in the chief towns and in many 
country parishes It was not celebrated in 
Edinburgh for six years nor in Glasgow for 
five, nor in Stirling for nine, nor in Sti. 
Andrews for six. The MxMlerator of the 
Asaembly in 1849 wss actually appointed to 
draft an Act for prohibiting the use of the 
Iiord's Pn^r. 

1649. On the 30th January, Kin« Charles- 
had been put to death by beheading. Chi 
the 6th February the Scote Parliament 
proclaimed his son King as Charles II. But 
■n Act was also passed that ha shonld not be 
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Admitted to the Sovereignty until first be 
had signed the Solemn League and Covennnt. 
The Oeneral Assembly when it met on July 
'Tth decreed lilcewise as to the King. Dfore- 
-over all who had been iuTolved in the 
Engagement irare to do penance, or Buffer 
Excommunieation. 

pBBSBrrxBT Rboobds. 
lUB. It is at this point that the study ot 
eoolesiastical life in the rural parishes of 
Peeblesshire may be once more resumed. A 
gap of nearly a quarter of a century has 
elapsed since the concluding entry in the 
first volume of the Presbytery Records in 
...... . . ^^^ 



■the church-life of Stobo. But the _ 
condensed sketch of the vnst change) 
leforme both in the ecclesiastical and political 
world of Scotland will have prepared the 
mind of the reader for the better under- 
standing of the local references now to 
follow. 

Crohwell AMD TKB Chuech. 

Cromwell, although an Independent in 
Church polity, commanded his Council to 
protect and supiwrt such Ministers as were 
of holy and unblameable conversation. He, 
however, forbade meetinga of the OeDeral 
Assembly; and his soldiers interfered with 
the meetings of Synods and Presbyteries. 

From this period and onward for years the 
Church was distracted by the contentions of 
parties — Engagers and RemonatrantA; Ite- 
«o)utioner8 and Protesters; all contending 
with and persecuting one another: until in 
16S0 King Charles II was restored to the 
Throne; and then followed the Introduction 
of Episcopacy for the Second time. 

MlSSINQ RlCOKDS. 

1649, November 14. Beginning of the 
Second eitant Volume of the llecords of the 
Presbytery of Peebles. At the present date 

Ci) there is missing a volume containing 
rds previous t/t this year. This blank 
period extends from 1628 to lft49. a period 
-of twenty-three years, during which there is 
no ecclesiasrical history of the unrish of 
Stobo available at present; but in the Church 
of Scotland as has been shewn, the times 
had been momentous, involving the over- 
throw of the First Episcopacy, and the 
re-introductioa of Preebyterianism with its 
various parties of differing degrees of doctrine 
and dtHima, such as Covenanters, Brownista, 
And otuers. All these [larties are repre- 
.flent«d in the Reotirds of the Presbytery and 
Kirk Session now about to be quoted, and it 
will be at once perceived that which ever of 
the partiee became in turn uppermost, that 
m^ority invariably became a persecuting 
one. 

WiTod Humnra Bampaht. 
1649, November 14. This day a meeting 



was held according to appointment from the 
Synod, to assist Ooromissioners appointed 
for the Trial of those "emprisoned for the 
abominable crime of witchcraft." All the 
Ministers were present, save only the Min- 
ister of Innerleithen, Mr James Smith, who 
excused himself. A Commission had been 
directed from the Committee of E^t^tes to 
certain gentlemen in the IShire for the Trial 
and execution of justice upon those empris- 
oned for the said crime. These aentlemen 
were this day convened for proceeaing upon 
their Commission, and after prayer by Mr 
Spittell, Minister of Manor, the Presbytery 
proponed to the said gentlemen the following 
particulars, viz: — 

1. That they see to the keeping of the late 
Act of the Cummittee of the Shire, to the 
effect that ihe several heritors out of whose 
lands the accused are brought, take houses 
for them in the town, in order that they niay 
be kept in several prisons in order that the 
labours of the Ministers in prayer and 
Exhortation be no longer lost; for it cannot 
be thought that ever tSey will be brought to 
confess so long as many are coQected 
together in one prison. 

2. That it would please the Gentlemen to 
acquaint the Presbytery with the day when 
they ore to empannel tiiem, in order that a 
Brother may be appointed to give sermon, 
and that intimation may be made of a solemn 
Fast and Humiliation in this coni^regation 
where they are to sit, and fervent prayer 
made to Ood for his blessing on the work in 
bringing those challenged to repentance and 
confession, and in preparing the guilty. 

1M9, November 14, continued; — The 
Minister of Peebles, Mr John Hay, was sent 
to the Committee of Gentlemen with the 
foregoing message. On his return, Mr Hay 
reported that the Commissioners had con- 
cluded the empannelling cif Janet Coutte, 
Marioun Twedy, ilessie Forrest, Marioun 
Robiesoune. and Thomas Shanks, on Wed- 
needay next the 21st inst. ; and therefore 
desired the Ministry to bs careful to intimate 
this to their various congr^ations, in order 
that any of the people who know of more 
guiltiness in the prisoners than what has 
already been confessed, may intimate the 
same to the Commissioners who will ait on 
Monday the 19th for that purpose. Also 
that those Ministers out of whose parishes 
any of the accused persona come, proceed to 
their houses accompanied by some of the 
Elders, and search the house for materials 
and in<9trument8 wfaioh may evidence their 
guiltineBB of charming and witchcraft. The 
Gentlemen also approved of the PresbytMy's 
motions, and returned them thanks. Ths 
Presbytery ^pointed Mr Robert Eliotj 
Minister of Lintoun, to preach at Peebles 
the said day at ten o'clock. Also wpoioted 
all the Brethren to attend upon bin Oom- 
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mianonen And amUt them in the Trial and 
«zeontion of all those emprisoned for the aaid 
abominable crimes, and to give prayer and 
exhortation when it shall be required. 

When the Presbytery again met on No- 
vember 21, it was reported that the Fast had 
been very solemnly kept; also that searches 
had been made and nothing found, except 
that the Minister of Kirlturd found in a 
cheat of Elapeth Graham's a bunch of 
sheepskins made up round in the form of a 
man^ head, and covered trith nurden cloth 
which was shewn to the Presbytery and the 
Ooramisaioners; and that the Minister of 
NewUnds had found in a chest of Ishbel 
Alexander's four hoofs of a young neat 
beaat. 

On the following day, November 22, 
Brethren were appointed to assist the 
Commissioners by prayer, in the Trials still 
proceeding, and to assist in preparing those 
«mpannelled for death. The Ministers 
reported that they had intimated to their 
congregations the appointment of a Com- 
mittee for grievances against soldiers; bat 
as this Committee had never met for buai- 
nesa, the Uiniaters were appointed to 
" regrate " it to the Committee of War. 
CoNnEHNATiOH Of JosBT Coons, Witch. 

1650, January 4. Jonet Coutts who had 
accused many people of witchcraft and after- 
wards .withdrawn the uccusations, was 
brought before the Presbytery and examined. 
She withdrew all the accuaations, and being 
asked why she had lied upon so many of 
Ood's people, she could give no excuse, but 
that the devil had appeared to her diverse 
timee. since she was emprisoned, and bade 
Jier lie and delate, (accuse) many; but she 
refused to tell for what end. Whereupon 
Hie Presbytery caused her to be removed, 
and exhorted the Commissioners to t«ke 
speedy conrae for Execution of justice upon 
ber as one desperately sett to do evil. 

PuBOINO THB SOLDIEBV. 

1660, January 21. This day letters were 
received from Captain James Cranstoun 
whose troop is quartered within the shire, 
requiring the aastsCance of the Presbytery 
in purging his Company; and if any Brother 
knows any malignancy or profanity in any 
officer or soldier under his command, that 
they be pleased to give it in. The liretbren 
«Te hereupon ordained to take trial in their 
Eirk Seesions hereanent, and to report. 
(Those were soldiers of Cromwell's army of 
occupation, quartered throughout the county. 
Independents in religion, and profeaaiDg at 
Imst outwardly, a great show of Old Testa- 
ment pietjr). 

Un the same day Letters from the Com- 
miflsion of the General Assembly were rMd, 
ordern^ a Ck^action towards the £diiotion 



of the Irish Bhoys to be made on some 
Sabbath, which la not to amount to lees than 
fort^ shillings, and if more, is not to be 
dimmished. 

VioaiNTS. 

1650, Maroh 7. The Act anent the poor 
is found to take small effect, this shire being 
no less overrun with vagabond people than 
when the Act did not exist. The Presbytery 
appoints the Moderator and Ministers at 
Peebles to recommend the restraint of them 
to the Sherifl and Magistrates of Peebles. 
Soldiebt: Witchcraft. 

1660, March 7- The result of the Enquiry 
by the Brethren anent the purging of the 
soldiers is that: — It was answered in general 
that many of them are given to drinking and 
swearing and oppression by taking more 
from the people than they are allowed. A 
debcate woman hod l>een thrown over a 
mortar at Innerleithen by two soldiers who 
were quarrelling, and she had died in conse- 
quence of her fall. One soldier had been 
cursing and swearing in the Churchyard on 
the Lord's day when he was changing his 
quarters, and when the Minister reproved 
him he swore at the Minister and blasphemed 
in the hearing of the whole congregation. 
Another soldier was reported for having 
drunk the health of James Graham (Harquis 
of Montrose) in water oftener than once, 
and said that if he ever came back ^ain he 
would join him. 

The Presbytery appointed the Ministers 
at Peebles te assist with the Committee for 
War to summon a meeting of the Committee 
for grievances, and every Minister to take 
measures for punishing the profanity and 
drinking habits of these soldiers, and for 
taking order in citses of malignancy. 

The Presbytery finding no proceeding in 
the Trials for Witehcnift, advises the Oom- 
mittee to be more diligent in the discharge 
of their duty. 

The Cohpbssion, Catbchisus acd 
DiBKTTOEY Tbanblateh. 

1650, March 7. Every Minister was 
recommended to bring with him next day 



Abbot Archimandrite of Cephaloii 
institude for his pains in traiislating the 
Gonfasaion of Faith, the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms, and IMrectory for Worship for 
the use of Christ's Churob in the East. 

WiTCHCBAfT. 

Intimation to be made in all the Cburohea, 
and search to be made for certain persons 
delated for the crime of witehoraft in Tweed- 
dale. The Presbytery is anxious that 
justice be done on the guilty and the 
mnocent allowed to go free. 

1660, March 14. The widow of 1 
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Stobo Church Porch and Jougs. 

Lury was allowed to be proclaimed ADd to 
obiain the hpnefit of msrnsge. Proof of the 
death of her husband a aoldier was led. 
Another soldier who had seen him die aod 
had assisted at his burial cave evidence. 
This WHS corroborated by uie Minister of 
Eirkurd who had a parishioner who also 
assisted at the buriaL. 

MiHiSTRK OF D&wicK Relaxed. 

1650, March 14. Mr Patrick Fleming, 
Minister of Stobo, appointed by the Presby- 
tery of Peebles to preach at Peaoles (in the 
Gross Kirk,) and upon his peeing the truth. 
of the repentance ot Mr HichMd Powrie, 
Minister at Dawick, to release him from the 
fearful Sentence of KicommunicatioD, and 
receive him again into God's Kirk. And 
for the greater solemnity, the Moderator is 
to write in name at the Presbytery for the 
presence of other Brethren from Edinbuigh, 
Dalkeith, and Biggar. 

(The Minister of Dawick had been severely 
humiliated, deposed and excommunicated, 
for celebrating the marriatje of Lord Linton 
with the Popish Lady Seatoun, in the Kirk 
of Newtown, in Dalkeith Presbytery. It 
was this marriage that caused the return of 
the Trsquair family to the Romish faith.) 
The Jouos. 
At the Church of Stobo, attached to its 
•Doient porch may be still seen at the 
present day the iron Oollar called the Jougs, 
whioh was fastened round the neck of any 



The Jougs, Stobo Church. 

delinquent, attAching him thus by a short 
chain to the Church, exposed to the remarks- 
and scorn of the passers by. Those Jougs 
are a relic of this severe period of the 

. story. Fraanier ' ' ' 

may also 
dlestone. 

EiHo Cbarles II asD a Fast. 

1660, March 28. Bead Letters from the 
Commission of the General Assembly requir- 
ing a Solemn F^t on the first Lord's Day in 
April, especially for asking a bleeaing upon 
the trials and proceedings of the CommiS' 
siooers with his Majesty that his ears may 
be opened and his heart inclined to the 
counsels tendered unto him for settling of 
the truth and peace in bis dominions. So 
wrong WHS reported of the soldiers by the 
Oommittee of Officers. 

1650, April 11. This day there was no 
Bzercise or Discipline aa the meeting of the 
Brethren was prevented by storm of weather 
and by inundation of waters. 

The Dbad Witch Johbt Cotim. 

1650, April 18. Motion was made by 
some of the Brethren regarding certain 
persons accused by the dead witch Jonet 
boutts who had been found before her deatli 
inconstant in her accusations, so tltat the- 
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The Presbytoiy dedded that SDch persona 
shonld be striotiy rzamined b^ the Kirk 
Seaaions, utd if no evil of that kind had ever 
been heard of them formerly, to admit them; 
the said Junet having been a desperate liar. 
But others they were to deUy. 

Promibgdods Dancimo. 

1660, April 18. The Ministen were 
ordained to read the Act of the General 
Anembly against promiscuous dancing of 
men nith women. With notification that if 
they continue to tran^ees, they Hhall be 

Suniahed by public repentance oa for other 
alintiuencies. 

The Latk Unlawtul EnaiotifEMT. 

1660, April 18. A captain, lieutenant, 
and a horseman gave in BiUs desiring to be 
admitted to take the Solemn Leagua and 
Covenant. They are to he examinoa, and if 
they satisfy, are to bu admitted as members 
of the Church of Scotland. Several other 
casea of the same kind aie referred t> from 
time to time. 

Dbc&ibts. 

1650, Hay 2. The Presbytery after thauka 
to Ood for Hia providence to them did 
ordain the several Ministers to draw out 
their Deoreeta and lo put them to execution 
for entering themselves into possession of 
what Ood and the Laws of the Kingdom 
have provided fcr them, with notification 
that if any shall fail in this, he shall be 
liable to the same censure of suauension as 
if he had failed in &U. 

1660, May 2. Examination of all the 
Miuisten. Stobo has nothing censurable. 
Several of the other parishes ne,ve faults to 
be remedied. 



At this meeting a Declaration aminat the 
unlawful expedition into England and of 
sorrow for havinu joined Uieieiu, with 
ndberence to the Solemn Leanue and Cov- 
enant, was given in and aignod '>y Burnett 
of Bama, John Teitch of Dawiok, utd 
Hichael Naeamyth of Posso. 

Den AT OF HoRTSoflE. 

1660, Hay 16. This was a Day of Thanks- 
giving in all the Churches for the Lord's 
mercy in the deliverance of this Kirk from 



ncvthem parts of tiiia Eimgdom and th^ bj 
a very bdmII party o( our finw. 



Ths Pbalmb, 
1660, Uay 23. The Uinioters are enjoinect 
to nuke payment for the fourteen copies of 
the new pharaphrase of the paalma sent 
from the Commission of tne General 
Assembly. The several Ministen reported 
that they bad bigun to make use of the new 
version uf the paalma in their oongregAtionB- 
as directed, and had intimated to the people 
that they were to buy them and use them in 
their famiJiea. 



Da WICK A 
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1660, May 23. Mr John Naeem^ of 
Dawick desires to satisfy for his participation 
in the late unlawful EIngagemant, but he 
having assiated at the marriage of Lord 
Linton with 'the excommunicated Lady 
Beatoun, he was told that he must satiny 
the Kirk F^ession of Dalkeith for this, and 
bring a testimonial to that effect )>efore the 
Presbytery will sustain bis bill. 

1650, May 23. The Hinistera are advised 
not to admit those who have been consultiog 
Charmers and Witches to the Sacrameut oE 
the Lord's Supper (although offering repen(>- 
snce) until tne Presbytery advise thereof 
after the General Assembly. 

1650, June 1. A Solemn Fast kept in all 
the Kirlu in the Prexbytery. 

CoKTBIBtrriOH TOWARDS A ReOIHBHT. 

1660, July 16. A letter was read from 
the Moderator of the Presbytery of ifdin- 
burgh stating that it wai thought eijiedient 
amnnti tha Miniatera thnt they should of 
their own accord contribute for levying of a 
regiment of horse to defend the conntry 
against the sectarian army who ore diawine 
near our herders. The Presbytery appointed 
every Kirk to give a hundred merka, and th» 
Kirk of Peebles a hundred pounds, to be 
delivered tomorrow st ten hours to Mr 
Patrick Fleming, Minister of iStobo. who 
was ordnined to go witJi it to Mr Hamilteun, 
Minister at Edinburgh. 

Tbb Pi7buo Detbno. 
1660, July 20. Read a letter from the 
Moderator of tbe Genual Assembly wh^vin 
the Ministers were desired to be aotjve in 
stirrins up the people to oome forth with all 
possible speed aocording to the order of the 
Committee of Estates, for the defence of 
religion and of the kingdom against the- 
aeotarion army who have already approached 
our Border. Mr Broun, Minister of Drum> 
slzier, to ride to Ediaborgh and oonfer with 
the Commiasioneia and Brethren thoe, ta- 
to what measures should be taken when th« 
■eotuian trwj leMheB tJie Border. IlTona 
but men who have been hmeat and faiUifoI 
in tile Oaose of Ood should be empkgred aa 
oSoeia Mootding to the Imidw letter of th» 
FMabjt«7. 
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1660, Jnlr S9. On which cUy the 
Brethren up<m BdveTtisemeiit from the 
Moderator met trith the Gentlemeii of the 



Miniator at Drumelzier, appointed to ride 
-along with the Qentlemen of the Shire to 
the army at Leith. 

Cbohwxij, RKBuKBa THx Gbniiial 



1660, Aoffnet 3. On this day Olivei 
■Oromwell, 3ien at Husaelbursb, wrote a 
Letter to the General Aaaembty of the 
Church of Scotland in which the following 
'extmordinary sentences occur: — " Your own 
guilt ia too much for jou to bear; bring not 
therefore upon youraelveH the blowl of 
inoocunt men . . . from whose eyea you 
hide a betier knowledge. Ia it therefore 
infallibly agreeable to the Word of God, all 
that yeu eay) I BsaEBCu tou in thb 
BOWKLB or Chkut, tbime it fosbiblb too 
lUT BK matAKBii 1 

B^niiE or Ddnbas, 

1660, September 9. On which day the 
Brethren upon advertisement met at Stobo 
and spent the most part of the day in prayer. 
The Brethren also reported that some of 
them had met at Peebles on September 
.and having taken to consideration the Lord's 
diapenHtttion in the defeat of our army 
at Dunbar bad appointed a Fast of Humilia- 
tion for the following Sabbath, which the 
oongiegations had held. 

1660, September 11. The Brethren 
thought fit to appoint a Preehyteriol Foat to 
be h^d by tbeiuselvee at Da wick. 
Abut op Occdpatiok. 

1S50, ^ptember 26. The Hinieters are 
Appointed to make intimation from their 
pulpits dissuading their people from carrying 
victuil to the enemy. 

1650, October 3. A man was aupointed 
jointly by the I'resbyteries of Peeoles and 
Bigvai to g« weekly to Stirling for intolli- 

1660, October 17. Few of the Brethrot 
met at the Eirk of Innerleithen as appointed 
because of the English marching through 
the Shire and those that did meet did 
nothing I'ecauee of the paucity al their 
number. 
NuDPiTH Bbsiboid: Cbohwbll'b Lkttbr. 

1660, December. At the latter end of 
December Neidpath Castle was captured by 
tooopa sent by Cromwell for that purpoaa. 
Lord Yeeter, son of the Earl of Tweeddale, 
bad fortified the Cutle after Cromwell's 
-victory at Dunbar (September 3, 1660). 
This family might be deaoribed as CovmantM 



Royalista, It was at this siege that the 
Republican soldiers stabled their horses in 
the ruined St. Andrew's Church, the old 
Parish Chureh of Peebles. After the aub- 



fdiers remained in the district. It was to 
their Commander that Cromwell oddreesed a 
remarkable letter beginning: — For Colonel 
Francis Hacker, at Peebles, or elsewhere — 
In it occurs the sentence, "Truly I think 
He that prays and preaches best, will fight 
best. I Know nothing will give like couro^ 
and oonfidenoe as the knowledge of Qod m 
Christ will, and I bless Giod to see any in 
this Army able and willing to impart the 
knowledge they have for the good of others." 
SEcrrABLunsH Rjhpaht. 

From 1651 to 1660 Scotland was merely a 
province of Puritin EntfUnd; the country 
wan thoroughly subjugated by General 
Monk. The Church became a teaching 
Instiiute, not a place of Divine Service. 
Nine Ministers had been captured at Alyth 
by Uonk and transported to London, 'rhe 
Covenants as Stat« documents were dead. 
Sectarianiam was triumphant over both 
Presbytorianism and Episcopacy. This 
Disruption was followed by a tbn tears' 
OOHFLIOT, the fiercest that ever raged in the 
country, namely between the Besolutionera 
and the Proteatera, which broke the back of 
the Church and interfered with its orderly 
continuity. (Sprott.) 

IBal. Uarch 19. No meetings of the 
Preabytery were held for the preceding five 
months, which is explained by the record 
now following: — The meeting was being held 
Ht Baater Hspprew in the parish of Stobo on 
this day. In reapeot the Ministera could 
hear nothing from the Commission of the 
General Assembly, nor from their members 
attending the same, "through the int«r- 
jocenoy of the enemy " therefore the 
Brethren appointed Hr William Thomson, 
Minister of Traquair, to eorr^suond with 
the Mini-tors at Edinluirgh; and Mr Patrick 
Fleming, Minister at Stobo. with the 
Presbytery of Big'^ar. 

1661, June 6. A Solemn Fxst appointed 
by the General AsaemHy for the third 
Thursday of June and the Lord's day 
immediately folio win j{. 

1661. August?. Which day the Enghsh 
army morchinif by Peebles, the Ministers of 
Peebles, Mnnor, Btulio, Drumekier, and 
Tweedamuir met at ISddleatone, and ad 
joumed their meeting. 

1661. Solemn Fast day to be kept on the 
lost Lord's Day of August 

1661, November IS. Kach Kirk to pay 
£7 tto. to Hr Patrick Fleming, Minister at 
Stobo, This is the proportion that each 
kirk has to pay of £100 for boaring Hr 
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Hiffhtooe'a espeiue in his joaxDOj to London 
to Seal for the enlaiganieiit to the Ministera 
there in prisoD. 

1661, December 4. 13ie Hinutars op- 
ptnnted to keep the Fast reoommended hy 
the Sjmod on the seoond Sabbatii of Decem- 
ber for the nns, aafferinga, confuaiona, and 
JiTisions of the land. 

Enolibh Uebkstbs. 
1663, March 26. The Presbytery taking 
into their consideration Che imminent danger 
Ood'H people in their Bounds are in, to m 
deoeivod hy the Vicars in the English army 
ordinarily venting damnnble heresies and 
CTTorH; does therefore appoint four Brethren 
to meet at Peebles the next Prenbytery day 
at seven in the morning for drawing up a 
roll of ooatroveraies needful to be haniUed 
in theae times. 

1662, April 22. CollectioDS to be made 
-for the prinonera at Leith, l^emouth, and 
Durham; also for Mr John Booge, late 
Minister at KirkUston. 

Thb Wizabd. 

1662, June 3. The Presbytery enquired 
for the names of any who had been tuiving 
dealings with the Wizard. Three from 
difiereat parishes were called in and being 
-aueationed, confessed. One man stated that 
tne Wizard aaked him foe the names of his 
aeiiihbours, then looked inside a little book, 
And told him the name of the person who 
had taken his money; "and so he got again 
his money." He was dismissed after a sharp 
rebuke and exhortation to repentance; and 
ordered to come up again after the Synod 
had been consulted. 

1652, August 26. Two Lord's Day Fasts 
intervene before next meeting of PreBbytery. 

1652, August 36. Mr Patrick Fleming 
desires that Brethren be appointed to spcalc 
with Lord Tester and the uurd of Stainnope 
to settle with him in the matter of locabty 
and payment of bin stipend. Agreed. 

1652, September 23. Regarding the 
appointed Collections on behalf of the 
prisoners from BorrowstounneEis with the 
Turks: —nothing can be gotten, in it^pwd of 
the people's deep poverty, they being 
eibanated by payii^ maintenance and other 
exactions theae years byegone. 
Thb WizABn. 

1662, November 26. Regarding those 
who had consulted the Wisird:— the Preaby- 
tery had oonsult«d the Synod. They were 
ordered to evidenoe their repentance bv 
standing for three Lord's Days ^the ChurcD 
doors while the people are convening, and 
«lao to stand in the public place for repent- 
anoe in time of Divine Service clothed in 
linen; the first of these tiuno days at their 
own pariah Churches and in tiieir own 



oongr^ations; the second day to stand 
altogether at the Church of Peebles; and the 
third day the same as the first. And 
because of their ignorance and haidneaa of 
heart, their Ministers are to deal gravely 
with them for convincing them and making 
them sensible of their sin beforehand. 



1663, May 13. Lieutenant Robert 
Bannatyne produced a receipt from the 
prisoners at ^ne mouth Castle foe the 
money sent to tbeni. 

DiBSOLDTIOH OF OtMSBUi &8BBHBLT. 

1653, July 30. The General Assembly 
was dissolved by one of Cromwell's officers. 
Synods and Presbyteries indeed were 
allowed to meet but the military despotism 
of Cromwell's officers, mostly rndependenta 
in religion, const«ntly intei-fered with their 
jurisdiction. If discipline wore directed 
against a Protester, the culprit merely 
required to get an order from the nearest 
Commandant in order to have the proceed- 
ings against him stopped. 

1663. From this time forward, bitterness 
steadily increased between the Besolutioners 
and Protesters, The former party embraced 
the Cler^, but the latter always appeared 
to exhibit the greater devotion, hence were 
favourites of the people. It was the Pro- 
testers who at this time inaugurated Saora- 
montAl Fast.days. because ^ey were not 
known previuusly. They ordained Com- 
mnnion to be celebrated once a month; but 
as a rule debarred one half of the Communi- 
oants as unworthy. On Fast-days sermon 
after sermon continued for eight or ten hours. 
On the Saturday two or three Preparation 
Sermons Vfero delivered. On the Sunday 
the Services lasted for the whole day; and on 
Monday the thankagiriog sermons numbered 
three or four. Sometimes as many as ton 
Ministers were required at these Holy Fairs. 

1663, August IS. The Presbytery taking 
to their ooosideration the deadness ana 
stupidity of the people, in theae calamitous 
times, and the want of warning and instruc- 
tion for their duties from the General 
Assembly resolved on the keeping of a Fast 
m the several congregations within the 
Bounds on the 28th inst. The causes of the 
Fast are — (1), Stupidity imder judgments. 
(2), Unsuitable walking to the Gospel (31 
I be Lord's said dispensations tewards His 
kirk and her judicatories. (4), to pray for 
strungth to no our duty in our several 
stations aooording to the Covenant. (6), 
That the Lord would remove other present 
judgmenta, and hold ofi'wfaat are threatened. 
(6), To pray for the Lord's blossing for the 
narvect and Mason. 

Thi Titmts. 

16&i. This year may be noted in tiie 
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introduced into England. A leading pro- 
vision of this document was that no one was 
to be introduced to a pnrish who ^as not 
approved by the Ttyars,— minlBteiB and 
lafmen of the various sects appointed for 
the puipooe of trying candidates for vacant 
Churohee: It had the rSect of increasing 
the numbers of the Dissenting Ministers. 

1654, December 14. Collections to be 
made throughou the aevend kirlts for the 
burned landa in Edinburgh. 

ViBTTATioH or Stobo. 

1654, December 14. Beportof the Visita- 
tion of Stobo on the usual lines. The 
Minister " regrats" that the aisle and steeple 
of his Church are ruinous, and thej had 
often regraCed it, but could not get it helped 
and says the congregation has oeen ai the 
expense of buying communion tallies, cloths, 
bason, pulpit, and glazing of windows. He 
says his maintenance is not sulfioient and 
especially the meat, and he desires his manse 
t« be valued as be has made additions to it. 

John Russell in Hoprew reported that 
Rebecca Chalmers had left tiventy marks to 
the poor. 

1656, Mav 31. Search to be made 
throughout iJl the pariehea if there are any 
Papists. 

1656, September 20. CoUectiune to be 
made in all the kirks for the prisnoers lying 
in Holyrood House. 

1066, March 6. Ministers to meet with 
those ot other Presbyteries in order that the 
mouths iif the country may be stopped, who 
apeak so much of <iur divisions, and our want 
of love to one another. 

A Fast. 

1666, April 10. Fast bo be observed 
throughout all the kirks on tccount of the 
judgment-like season whereby the seed is 
not yet come above the ground, and the 
eattle in the fields are stricken dead. The 
people therefore are to be exhorted to 
humiliation and repentance, aeekiog Qod by 
prayer, and turning to Him by amendment 
of life. 

1666, November 29. Collections to be 
made throughout all the kirks for helping 
the Haven of North Berwick. 

1657, April 2. Thomas Tweedy of Stobo 
cited for not having a testimonial after seven 
years' residence there. 

FiirzB Wantbd by tb> OHimoB. 

1667, July 23. The Presbytery oonsider- 
ing tiie emptiness of the Boxes is the 
Ohorchea through the exacting; of pesaltiea 
from delinquents l^ the Jostioee of Peaoe^ 



so that nothing comoth in to them bat the 
small Collections for the poor which are 
insufficient for the poor in theii pariihea: 
appoints a Committee to approach the 
Justices and ask them to retnm one half of 
the Church penalties to the raepective 
Obuichee where the delinquents live, so that 
they may be able to relieve their own poor 
and those who may be recommendea to 

CuvBCR Kdinoum. 

1667, September 17. Stobo Church 
steeple reported ruinous and the Church 
wall receiving much damage from an old 
burial place next it, the Karl of Tweeddale 
and the Laird Stainhop who are conoemed 
to be approached on the matter. 

166?, December S. Mr Patrick Fleming 
regrates the want of maintenance for the 
Bc£ooImast«i and the decay of the bellhousd 
and of the whole fabric of the kirk of t-tobo. 
The heritors to be spoken to. 

1668, January 14. Collections for the 
Haven of Dunbar, the Bridge of Carsphairn, 
and a Minister's relict. 

SOHOOLMABTCB. 

1668, February 4. The Earlof Tweeddale 
to be spoken to about a schoolmaster for 
Stobo and also the ruinous condition of the 
kirk. 

1668, AprU 1. 'i'he Enrl of Tweeddale 
is to consult with his Chamberlain for 
arranging to get the things requested done. 
Anent a Church for Meggat he hardly thinks 
one could be planted now. The Earl of 
Traquoir and the tutors of Balcleugh and 
the Earl of South Esk to be spoken to on 
the matter. 

A Fast for the WsaTBia. 

1668. September 2. This day the Presby- 
tery laying to heart the manifest evidence of 
Ood's just wratli against the land, so much 
seen in the unseasunableness of the weather, 
now in harvest- time, procured by the people's 
abuse of the Lord's so rich mercies in tiie 
long-continued plenty, their contempt of the 
Ooepel, and other sins crying aloud for 
judgment, did ordain a Fsst and solemn 
Humiliation tu be kept in the several 
congre^tione within the Bounds the first 
Lord's Day but one. 

Death of Ckohwell. 

1668, September 3. Oliver Cromwell died 
on this day; but the ecolesiastical situation 
Id Scotland remained the same. Bia 
theologically- minded offioers ruled both the 
laity snd the clergy with despotic powers. 
The situation hod beoome intolentblei tit» 
minds of the people were ripe for revolution,, 
both in political as well es reltgions matters. 
It was coming. 

1669, February 3. Collection raoom- 
mended for hniliitpg of * Bridge over Tyne, 
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PiPIBS. 

166B, Uarch 24. The PrMbTtwrr upon 
resrets by aome of the Brethren of the 
(mBDoex Rivea CToiyvrhera by pipers at 
Pennjr Bndala and Mpeoi&llf their playing to 
promiscuous duicinK and tmtiineoua ezceedTa 
drinkiiig, desires uie seTeral Brethren in 
whoee parishes any piper or viola player has 
residence to cit« titem to the FresSyteiy for 
their scandtJoDS carriage. 

A Fast vob Sik. 

1669, May 16. A Fast appointed aa ■ day 
of HumiliaHon for the groaa and vile sins 
and stupidity of the people of the country, 
and their great contempt for, and slighting 
of the Ooe^l, and ingratitude fur Ood's 
mercy in giving them the means of grace. 
A Fur voB TUH We&ther. 

1669, August 18. The Presbytery, laying 
to heart the sod condition Ood's people are 
in by reason of the rainy seaaon now in the 
beginning of harrest, snd how justly it is ao 
because of the continuance and growth of 
sin ever since their lato Humiliation, does 
therefore appoint a solemn Fast to be kept 
the first liOTa'a Day but one. 
Fin SB. 

1659, October 26. The Justices of the 
Peace agree to giro the Kirk-sessions one 
half o:^ the fines ^ey receive, to be used for 
pious purposes by the Ministers and Eldars 
of the several parishes. 

Two Hek jouknbt to Loudon. 

1659, November. Qeneral Monk began his 
march from Scotland to London in order to 
determine whether Charles II, King of Scot- 
land was to return from exile and occupy the 
throne of the United Kingdon^. Hturdlyhad 
Honk reached London when James Sharp, 
Hinister of Crail, b^an his journey thither 
also, having been sent by the Church to 
watch over her interests in the political 
crisis. This is a reference of moraentoas im' 
port, and the whole destinies of the Church 
of Scotland were altered by this country 
Minister who became later Archbishop of 
8l. Andrews. 

ThB RaSTOBATIOH, 

1660, Hay 39. King Charles n. entered 
London in triumph; and, some months later, 
the leading spints among the Oovenant«rB 
were airested ^nd imprisoned in the Tower 
of London, On August 23, sevraal 
Bemoastront Ministers were canunitted to 
Edinburgh Castle. Sharp arrived from Lon- 
don on August 31, and on September 3 the 
King's letter, which he had bcought with 
him, was rend. 

In the Autumn many other Miniaters 
were imprisoned; and on Hcwmanay of this 
year, there entered into Xdinbur^ the Earl 



of Middleton as Royal Oommisaionar, a man 
of rough exterior and imperious ways, who- 
had served under both the Covenanting and 
Boyaliat Banners. Meanwhile Synods were 
taming their attenti(»i towards their dissent- 
ing brethren and impeaching them for di»- 
loyolty to Church and King, and for di** 
obedienos. 

1660, September 20. Letter team the 
KinA Charles II, directed to the PreaWtery 
of Edinburgh, to be communicated by it 
to oil the other Presbyteries. 

The Restobjition is Pbeblfs. 

1661. The Restoration of King Charles. 
II wu hailed as a relief in Peebles from the 
oppressions which the people had undergone 
foe long, buth from the civil and the ecdesi- 
Bstical powers. Public spirit woke up; »■ 
minor evidence of which survives to this 
day on the vane of the Town Cross and on. 
the halberts of the Burgh officers which 
alike bear the date 1662. 

Thi Skcom) EpisooPAor. 

1661, January 1. Parliament met on this- 
day. It passed an Act forbidding the 
Covenant to be renewed; and also what waa 
colled the Kescissory Act which at one blow 
destroyed all che eraJesiastical legislation of 
the preceding twenty-seven ^eors. The 
effect of this was that t'resbytenanism ceased 
to be the polity of the Church of Sootland, 
and all the former laws in favour of Epis- 
copacy once mors came into force. The men 
who passed those Acts were the same who- 
hod legislated for the Covenants a few year» 
previously \ And by a further irony, this 
aame Parliament which passed Acta against- 
Sabbath profanation, swearing and drunkeu- 
Bess was known among the people by the 
name of Middleton's Drinking Parliament I 

On the 6th September a letter was- 

S resented to the Scottish Privy Council 
sdaring that the tfing now estdblished 
Episcopacy in the Church of Scotland in 
conformity with ^e Hescisaory Act. This. 
was forthwith proclaimed at all the Market 
Crosses; and the deed was done which was 
to overwhelm Sootland in the blood of 
perseoutiou for the next twenty-seven years. 
Three hundred and fitty Hinisten were 
driven out of their parishes rather than. 
Bubmit; and throughout large districts in the 
lowlands the pori^ Churohes were kept shut, 
the Sacraments were not administered, the 
bell not rung. 

Six hundred Ministers conformed to 
Episcopacy. But there seems to hare beea 
no change in worship, doctrine, or discipline. 
The Bi^ope exercised some spiritual aathoT' 
ity over their diooeees. Presbyteries still 
continued to meet, but were called 
The Soriptnrea and tti» 
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Or«ed were the onlf role of Faith: There 
ma no Liturgy, nor amplioe, nor ceremony. 
The doctrine remained Calvinistic. The 
vonhippers eat during prayer snd kt 
Oommnnifm, whioh, hoirever, was rarely 
«dlebrated. Tliete was no threefold 
Ministry; oonfirmatioD was unknown; or- 
dination was very much in the former 
method; Kirk Serious exercised discipline 
■as before. The sole differences in Divine 
Sorvica appear to have been the use of the 
Doxok>gy, of the Lord's Prayer, and of the 
Creed in Baptism. 

The Moderator of the Freahytery was 
■chosen by the Bishop. Candidates for 
otdeiB Here examined by the Presbytery; 
returned to the Bishop for Ordination; and 
inducted by the Presbytery. But in very 
many plnces the Bishop merely urdained as 
one of the Preabyteiy, who dl laid hands 
upon him. 

Patsohaok. 

Fatzonage, which had been abolished by 
Act of Fariiament in 1649, was restored in 
1661. 

THANKauvnia. 

1661, May 23. This da^ the Presbytery 
considering tha King's Majesty's wonderfid 
Restoration to his three kingdoms, do 
nnanimously agree that a Solemn Thanks- 
givinR shall be Kept upon the 29th of this 
month in commemoration thereof. 

1661, June 20. Mr Patrick Fleming was 
«hoeen Hoderator fay the Presbytery, He 
was Minister of Stobo, and does not appear 
to have been chosen by the Bishop. (He 
was a strict Covenanter. } 

1661, July 2S. The Collection for the 
repairing of the harbour of Salt Preston to 
ba delayed on account of the poverty of the 
people through the extraordinary exactions 
«f the times. 

August 8. Contributions to be taken up 
«n behalf of the sufferers by the great fire in 
The Pleasance at Edinburgh, 

Obdkch CouKTa ScsrufDKTi. 

1661, December 19. The Presbytery was 
informed that there was a Proclamation 
iiom the Lords of the Secret Council inhib- 
ing all Church Judicatories for a time; 
accoHiin{(ly they resolve to give obedienoe 
And so delay their procedure in planting, 
j^ing up) the kirks of Tweedsronir and 
Traquair until a more convenient time. 

1661, December 12. 'I he Minister of 
Stobo, Mr Patrick Fleming, was one of 
.seven Ministers of Peeblesshire who had to 
kneel before the Privy Council begging 
pardon for inducting a Minister to Msnor 

Zinat the will of the Privy Council. The 
lister, John Hay, became later Minister 
of Oovan, and hut of all of Peebles. 



1662. The First Archbishop of Glasgow 
under the new Dispensation was Ani&ew 
Fairfull. Peeblesshire, including of course 
Stobo, was part of bis diocese. 

1662, October. First Synod held in the 

Diocese of Ulasgow presided over by the 

Iteverend Father in Christ Andrew, by the 

mercy of Ood Archbishop of Glasgow. 

HoDiBATon ApponrTED bt tsm 



1662, November 27. This day upon a 
letter from the Most Reverend the Arch- 
bishop warranting Mr John Hay to preside 
in the Presbytery as Moderator, the said BIr 
John Hay, Minister of Peebles, is thereupon 
accepted as Moderator by the Brethren 
present. 

DiviNB SiRvios ArcBB EnsooPAL 
Mbtbodb. 

1662, December 18. The several Brethren 
were asked this day if they (aocording to the 
Act of the Synod) had put in practice the 
Reading of the Scripture before sermon; the 
saying of the Lord's Prayer; the Singing of 
the Doxology at the dose of the psalm; the 
saying of tSie Creed b^ the parents at the 
Baptism of their children ? The whole 
Brethren present answered that they did so. 

THB OuTBD MlKlBTSBa. 

16S3. From 1649 until 1660 Hinisten 
had been elected by the Kirk Seaaiona, with 
power, however, to the congre^iations to 
appeal to the Preabytery in case of dissatus- 
faction. It was now announced that all 
these Ministers had no ri((ht tc their parishes, 
but every Minister would require to receive 
anew Presentation from the Patron, and 
Institution from the Bishop. After the 
passing of thia Act the Lord Eligh Commis- 
sioner journeyed into the west country, and 
there learned from the Archbishop that 
none of the Miniat^ra in his diocese had as 
yet presented themselves for Institution. 
Thereupon the Privy Council at a meeting 
held at Glasgow on the first of October 
decreed that ail such Ministers who disobeyed 
the ordinance were to vacate their Livings 
and Manses before the first of November. 
On that day three hundred and fifty Min- 
iatATs came out. Many of these still 
continued to preach, though not in the 
Churches- Thus »rose Conventicles or 
Field- Preachings. The Parish Churches in 
whioh Episcopuian Curates preached btioame 
deserted. 

N ONOONroBHIBTB. 

1664, June 23. The Miniater of Traqour 
informed the Presbytery that the Archbishop 
had desired him to acquaint the Presbytery 
with hia will, via.— That the Preabytery deal 
with the non-submitting Ministers according 
t3 the Act of the late Synod. (These were 
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the Covenaatiiig Ministon who declined to 
acknowledge Episcopacf.) The Presl^teiy 
hereupon resolved to oommission some tit 
their Brethren to deal wUb Mr Bobert 
Brown, Uinister at hjJM, to oome to the 
PTeab]>terf snd keep meetings with them. 

1664, Augnst 4. A contribution to be 
levied for a poor old man become blind. 

December 8. Contribntions to be sought 
for the building of two Bridges over the Dee 
«id the SpittaL 

CoTEItAHTTNa MntlBTEBB. 

1666, February 2. Tor some months past 
negotiaiionB had been conducted between 
the Episcopalian Ministers of the Presbytery 
and the Covenanting Ministers, with regard 
to the tatter joining in the roeetinge of the 
I^eabytery, The names of the Covenanters 
were:— Richard Broun. Minister of Drum- 
«l2ieri Robert Eliot, Minister of Brouphton; 
Patrick Fleming, Minister of Stobo; William 
Broun, Minister of Lyne. 

1666, Hav 26. Feast day to be held on 
the 29th of Hay, anniversary of the King's 
Restoration; and also a Humiliation on the 
7th June, by order of the King. 

1666, June 28. Contributions te be made 
for the hatbouts of Whithorn and Colbum. 

1666, Jnly 18. Preaching carried out in 
all the Kiiks, aoonrding to his Majesty's 
Proclamation, fm^ celebrating the Victory of 
His Majesty's Navy at sea over the United 
Provinces. 

1666, September 4. All the Brethren 
present reported that they had kept the Fast 
for the pestilence in Ensland; also for the 
unBaaaonable weather during harvest. 

1666, December 14. No Exercise of the 
Presbytery this day, so few being present 
because of ice whereby the Wat«ts ar« 
elosed, and the way dangerous. 

1666, February 16. Ingathering of oon- 
bdbutions on l>ehalf of Margaret Semple in 
Portpatrick to be intimated in all the Con- 
gregations. 

OovBNAimBs Skhtinokd. 

1666, March 8. Mr Robert Eliot, «lder; 
llr Richard Broun, Drumelider; Mr Patrick 
Fleming, Stobo; Mr Robert Broun, iiyne; 
to be eummoned to appear before the Aroh- 
biahop and Synod at Glasgow on the 14th 
Anil to hear themselves suspended from the 
Office and Biorcine of the Ministry; and Mr 
Robert Elliot, younger, who is already sus' 
neniled. to ai)Dear also and hear himself 
deposed. flheae are the CovenantiDg 
Ministers of the Presbytery.) 

1666, March 83. Bead letter this day 
from the Archbislbp requiring the Presby- 
tery to send him a list of the Papists, 
Oonventioles, Quakers, and oated Hinuton 



residing within the Bounds; also of vacant 
ChuFohes. There are no Papista except 
those in the family of the Earl of Tru^uair; 
there are no Quakers; nor Conventicles; 
there are no vacant Churches for the present; 
there are no out«d Ministers except Mr 
James Donaldson, sometime Minister at 
Dolpbinton, now residing at Lyntoun, and 
Mr John Carmichael, late Minister at 
Traquair, residing still in the Manse there, 
and Mr Alexander Bertram, sometime 
Minister at KUbucho, now residing at 
Lindsay-lands. 

1666, June 11, By letter bom the Aieh- 
bishop and by Proclamation of the King, a 
solemn Fast and Humiliation was kept this 
day for putting up our prayers unto God for 
a good success to His Majesty's Savy at sea, 
uainst the United Trovinces, the French 
King and the King of Denmark. 

1666, August 17. The withdrawing 
Krethrea (Covenanting Ministers) continue 
obstinate and keep no meetings either of the 
Presbytery or Synod, neither desire confer- 
ence with their Brethren; they are accord- 
ingly to be summoned to the Synod r'' 



Dumfries on September 3, and proceeded 
wainst with the Censures of the Church if 
they compear not. 

THASEaaiTiKa. 

1666, September 6. The Ministers had 
aU'kept the Thanksgiving for the Victory 
which the King's Navy bad over the Duten 
Fleet on the 26th and 26th July last. The 
Moderator was informed also that the 
Brethren " who submitted notto the present 
form of Church government," had likewise 
done it, and that they obey all public orders, 
as to religions duties for public humiliation 
and Thank^ving. 

1666, November 28. The Battle of 
Bullion Qreen was fought this day between 
the Royal forces and those of the Cov- 
enanter?, in which the latter were defeated. 
One of the principle leaders on the Cov- 
enanting aide was Major Joseph Learmonth 
who belonged to the upper part of Peebles- 
shire, and partly also to Lanarkshire. He 
escaped from the field, as also did a preacher 
CdllM William Veitoh who after years of 
wandering and exile and imprisonment lived 
to booame Minister of Peebles in 1690. 

1666, December 22. Visitation of Kirk of 
Stobo ocoordiuD to Act of Synod decided to 
be i^iostponed till the winter be over, as the 
oonjoined Rrethren at Selkirk could hardly 
be expected to come. 

1667, March 14. The Presbytery con- 
udering the season, and that they could not 
expect the Selkirk Brethren to meet them lo 
visit Stobo Kirk, resolve to refer Patrick 
Flaming, Minister of Stobo, to the Synod 
next ensuing. 
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IClNUmB OV SlOBO VUITEB. 

1607, M*v 23. All Uie Brethren prMent 
irith Ht Jolm Cl^perton from Bolkiik 
PrrabftoT^. Hr Patnek Fleming, Minister 
of the plaoe, preached on Jsmea iv-10. 

After sermon the Moderator deol&red th&t 
he had given timeous advertisement of the 
Synod's appointment to the Minister of 
Stobo and also produoed the Synod's act 
made laneot him, which being rMd he was 
oalled, but compeared not; whereupon the 
elders were called and three appeared and 
said in anawer to the question that the 
Minister had not given them notica of the 
Visitation, only told them publicdy that 
Uiere wonld be aermoD thai day. In view of 
this the E^reabytery appointed aome of their 
number to go and acquaint Mr Fleming that 
they wished to confer with him, and to say 
that the Presbytery would be willing to meet 
him at any place he should appomt, they 
went and brought back as ana«rer " tlut Mr 
Fleming could allow no time for conference 
in regard he was busy about his family 
sflkuB." Whereupon the Preabyterjr all in 
one voice refers nim to the Committoe of 
Glasgow and appoints their officer to cite 
him thereto. Utner brethren appointed to 
confer with the rest of the disMntii^ 
Brethren. 

1667, July 11. Contributions for the 
Ohuich of Jedburgh and for the Bridge of 
Ancrum to be delayed. 

HiNIBIBB SDSFEMDKn. 

1667, October 31. This day the Moder- 
ator is ordained in obedience to tjie Act of 
Synod at Glasgow to preach at the Kirk of 
Stobo next Lord's Day and intimate the 
Synod's sentence of suspension of Hr Patrick 
Flemingtherefrom theofBoeof the Ministry. 
(Thia because he was one of the non-cun- 
forming Covenanting Hinisteis). 

1667, December 5. It was reuorted to the 
Presbytery that Hr Patrick Fleming, Min- 
ister of mobo, had had intimatiDn of his 
Suspenaion from the OfBce of the Hinistry. 

1068, January 30. All the Ministers are 
to read from their pulpita a list of peraoiui 
excommunicatedby the Presbytery of Selkirk 
aa professed Qufdcers, viz. — three women 
and two men. The various congregations 
are to be warned to beware to have any 
fellowship with them, especially in religioos 
dntiea or prayer. 

leea, M» 7. The CoUectdons for Jed- 
burgh ruinea Ohnrcb and for the Bridge of 
Ancrum amounted to £31 148. 
Stobo DnoL4TB. 

1668, Hay 7. I^e Archbishop and Synod 
reoommend the Kirk of Stobo now a deaolato 
omgregataon to be supplied. All which 
duly ananged tat. 



Chubor Doox Proclaiutioiis. 
1668, December 17. The Presbytetr 
hearing that William Lowia, precentor and 
schoolmaster at Stobo, ordinuily proclwns 
parties for marriage at the Church doors 
when there is no congregation, ordains tha 
said William to desist from this irr^jular 
practice in time coming, and when there is no 
preaching or congregation at Stobo such 
parties an propose marrii^ in that case be 
prochumed in any of the neighbouring con- 
gregationa. He to be advised of this. 



O0L1.ECT10M FOB TBX DiBTBB»BBii p£OFLB a 

KiLlUBNOCK. 

1668, June 30. This collection appointed 
by letter from the Archbishop and by Act 
o( the Privy Council. 

1668, Ausust 6. Brethren appointed to 
confer with the Withdrawing Brethren 
(Covenanters) who, unless they jjive satis- 
faction, are to be cited to the next Synod, 
together with Hr Patrick Fleming, Minister 
of Stobo, who is already suspended. 
The Civil Powkb. 

1668, September 3. The Archbishop to 
be requested to thank the Sheriff of Peebles 
who has been very helpful in securing 
disoltedient persons, and in banishing noto- 
riously ecanoalous persons out of the Shire. 
The Archbishop also to entreat the Sheriff to 
continue, ae the Ministers have great need of 
the concurrenoe of the Civil Magistrate. 

1669, August 5. Letter from the Arch- 
bishop appointing a Collection to be made 
on behaU of a Bridge over the Nith at 
Sanquhar. 

The Inddiaekcb. 

1660. A letter from the King to the 
Privy Council authorised the granting of an 
Indulgence to the ejected Kunistera. The 
Privy Council were to appoint such of th» 
ejected Ministers as they thought fit, to 
vacant parishes. Those Ministers who 
agreed to receive Collation from the Bishops- 
were to receive their Stipends. Those who 
declined were to receive Manse and glebe, 
and be allowed to exercise the Ministerial 
Office. Twelve, and later, thirty Minlst«is- 
irere by these means admitted to vacant- 
parishes. This meagre Act of grace pleased 
very few in tha Church, and parties were aft- 
dissatisfied aa formerly. 
EiHo Chablbs H SuFBKMB Hbas or thb 
Chubgh. 

The first act of King Oharlee after he bad. 
been appointed supreme Head of the Church 
of Scotland, waa to degrade the Archbiihop- 
of Glasgow from his high position ; and 
LeightoD, Biahop of Dunblane, was appointed 
Oommendator of the See. He, along with, 
Gilbert Burnett tho historian, for long wi- 
daftvoomd to effect a Oompromiae between 
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Epiacopaliaos and >'resbft«Tiana, and had 
-oven obtiiDed the s&nction of tha King to 
the CompramiBe, but in the end tha nagotia- 
tioDB failed. Conventicles meAnnhile had 
greatly inoreased in numbers and frequency, 
and the congregations came to them fully 
armed. Fines, imprisonment, exile, deatn, 
were tha penalties ud bearers and preachers 
at those Conventicles. 

lliree of the sacred tunes dating from this 
period are Brockham, Bishoptborpe, and 
Oonfidence. S:>rQe idea of the severity of 
penance in Uie Church at this time may be 
gathered from the fact recorded, of one poor 
woman having stood in the place of repent- 
ance in Peebles Church for sixteen Sundays, 
clothed in sackcloth. 

1670, August 18. A Fast appointed to be 
held tor a blesBing on the harvest on Sunday 
eight days, aooorSng to an Act of the Synod. 

1670, November 17. Thanksgiving for 
the harvest observed on the first Sunday o! 
November. 

Archbibhof Leiobton, 

1671. Robert LeightoD became Aioh- 
bisbop of G1»Bgow. He held hia first Bynod 
«t Glasgow in August 1670 as Commendator 
■ot the See, and another the same month at 
Peebles. 

1671, March 1. Letter from the Bishop, 
Mid Order from the Secret Cotucil asking 
for a contribution for a Scotsman now a 
prisoner among the Turks. 

P&ISBTTBKT BdBSilS. 

The Bishop (Leighton, now in charge of 
the See) suggested that the Presl^er; 
support a Borsar in Divinity at the TTniver- 
«ity of Gla^on-. The Presbytery suggest 
that two or three Presbyteries unite for this 
pnrpom, as their funds are scanty owing to 
the number of poor in their Bounds, and the 
fact that the withdrawing Brethren may not 
be willing to join for this purpose. 

1672, January I?. Certain Ministers 
Appointed to meet the Archbishop, regarding 
the matter of the Buisar, in order to make 
appUoation to His Majesty's Privy Council, 
that by their Lordship's authori^ the 
^dulged Brethren may pay their proportions 
for Bursars and other public chafes, which 
they declare themselves willing to do as far 
as lies in their power. 

1672, May 8. The Fast reported to have 
been kept 

1673. Fresh Acte were pa n a a d against 
Kresbyt«riaas: — New Uidinaiions by outed 
Hinistars were declared to be criminal; to 
keep an inhot nnbaptised for thirty days 
WM BDoUier crime, punishable by an snor> 
moDS fine, "^ctims mereased, and the Baas 
"BoA was utilised as their prison. A second 
lodulgenoe was extended to about eighty of 



the ejected Ministers, but was greatly 
restricted in its mercy by stringent oondi- 

1673, August 26. A day of Thaaksgiving 
for the harvest appointed for next Lord's 
day; also by Act of the Secret Council, a 
Collection to be made for redemption of 
Christian captives among the Turks. 

1673, November 9. A man who had 
killed a fixh with a stone oit the Lord's Day 
and had ridden into the Tweed on horseback 
in order to take it out was imprisoned, also 
fined, and appointed to confess his sin before 
the con((regation on Sunday. This happened 
in Peebles, not during the prevalence of 
Presbytery, with which Sabbatarianism is 
usually associated, but during Episcopacy. 

1673, September 10. Letter from the 
Archbishop in order to the kee[>ing of a 



1673, October 8. No Ezerciae at the 
Presb^ry meeting this day as the people 
were bus; fanning tiie oom. 

Qbbax Show Stosh. 

1674, This snow storm lasted horn the 
16th January until the 18th of March, 
accompanied by severe frost. Thirteen of 
these days were drifty days. The greater 
part of the stocks of sheep were lost. The 
scarcity of fuel also resulted in many deaths. 

OoMvswnoLBS. 
1674> May 27. The KKnisters being cer- 
.tainly informed of several disorderiy Con- 
venticles being held in varicus bonsee 
named, at various datea, in this ehire, did 
judge Uiemselves concerned t« endeavour to 
prevent any further spreading of these 
disorders contrary to the laws of this realm, 
especially in a place which has been so 
peaceable all this whUe, that such things 
have been scarcely named among them. 
They therefore appoint the Moderator acd 
other Brethren to entxeat the Sheriff to take 
such course as he in his wisdom according to 
the standing laws of the Kingdom Ukall 
think fit, to stop the progress thereof. 

1675, July 16. Contribution for Mr 
James Smith's son, Borsar at the Onmmar 
School in Edinburgh, to be broken appor- 
tioned and collected in the various parishes. 

1674, July 16. The last Wednesday of 
July to be kept as a Fast before the Harvest. 

1674, August 6. Division of the Bursar's 
Fee:— Each hundred Communicants to pay 
28 shillings Scots. There being reckoned — 
In Peebles 800; Manor 260; Dawicki 60; 
Diumelzier 120; Tweedsmuir 210; Eilbucho 
200; Glenholm 300; Skirling 140; Brougbton 
160; Kirknrd ISO; Newlands 340; Linton 
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320; Stobo 360; Lyne 100; Eddlest^ne 380; 
Innerleithen 360; Traquoir SfiO; Koilzie 100. 
Fast reported to have been kept. 
Fbikndlx Soctkty. 

1674, Auguit 24. At this time the 
Hsgistrates of Peebles endeavoured to 
organise a species iif Priendlj EJociety in 
order to make provision for old ^o and 
poverty. All male servants were eligible 
for membership; an entrance-fee was to be 
paid; and there were other fees and fines in 
addition. If any man or lad in going for 
Goals, or returning from coals, left his 
neighbour b; the way and did not do all in 
his puwer to assist him — the roads being 
dangerous from thieves — he was to be tined 
one merk Scots to the Box. Also any 
Brobher who wna invited to the weddinj; of 
another Brother, and bad obtained liberty 
from master and mistress, and did not 
attend, without reasonahle excuse, was to 
pay to the Box one merk Scots. And so on. 

The Mabtyb or Skielino 
. I. Th. 
ling; — Peter 
having had a Presbyterian Minister preach- 
ing in his house, he was hunted from his 
dwelliiii^ by Sir James Murray the Laird, 
and Mr James Buchan the Curate. For 
several years he wandered from place to 
place and at last was apprehended in April 
1685 at Muiravonxide. tie whs conveyed by 
the soldiery to the west country, and after 
much insult and cruelty was on the 6th of 
May put bo death al Mauchtine; and there 
unceremoDiously his body was buried along 
with four other fellow martyrs. 
Intercouuu.sino. 

1675. Letters of Intercom niuning were 
issued agaiuKt, several persons who had been 
concerned in Conventicles. This was a, 
revival of the Sentence of Excommunication 
whereby all the parties named in the Letters 
weie ostracised and cut off from all society 
of every kind, and miyhb even be appre- 
hended i>n sijuhb. Every person aiding or 
communicating with tliein w^h to be huld as 
guilty as the persons themselves. It applied 
to Ministers, Elders, gentlemen, ladies and 
all others, many of whom had to leave their 
homes and tietake themselves to the hilb 

During all these years the country was in 
a dislurlied and wretched oonditicn. l"he 
proprietors in the west and south beine 
unable or unwilling to subHcribe the Uond 
making them respousible for their retainers 
and tenantry in the matter of abstaining 
from Conventicles, were ordered to be 
treated aa rebels. A Highland Host of ten 
thousand men marched down and was 
quartered in all the disturbed districts with 
Ale ofajeoii of promoting J£piscopacy, of 



terrorising the inhabitants, and collecting 
fines and preventing ConTentioles. 
Ransohino Slatbs. 

1675, January 6. Letter from the Arch- 
bishop to the Presbytery containing an 
Order from the King's Council for a Colleo- 
tion for the Ransom of two Chnstians from 
Turkish slavery; to be gathered in the 
several parishes and handed to the Moder- 

1B75. June 2. The Brethren '* that coold 

get auditories" reported that they had 
preached upon the 29th of May. (This was 
the annual Thank^vint; for King Charles 
H'b Restoration.) 

The BuBstB. 

1676, February 2. The Ministers con- 
sideiing the small yearly allowance to their 
Buisar. and his slack and evil pay from 
soma, thought fit to augment his salary by 
appointing hira to have for every 100 
Communicable persons half a crown yesrly, 
retaining the same " break " of the number 
of Communicants which bad been made in 
August 1674. 

1676, September 12. The Bursary of 
Theuli^; maintained by the Presbytery was 
now vacant by the removal of Mr Theodore 
Hay to l>e Vicar of Peebles; and William 
Hay, his brother, was now appointed in his 
sfend, with the same payment; letters of 
horning to be issued by the Court of Session 
to thi! Treasurers of the Churches tu pay 
their proportions to him. 

1677, The sacred tune, Saint Mary, dates 
from this year, also Hanover and Crofts. 

1C78. May S. Collections tor the Harbour 
of Taymoubh to be intimated. 

1678, December 18. A general Fast on 
this day by order of the Archbishop and Act 
of the Council. 

1679, January 1. The schoolmasters and 
chaplains within the Bounds of the Presby- 
tery are all " orderly " save those under the 
Nonconformista. There are no papists save 
those in the family of Tmquair, and one 
woman in the parish of Peebles. 

1679, March 5. A Collection to be taken 
for the broken seamen of Montrose. 
Akghbisbop Shabp put to Death. 

1679, May 3. James Sharp, formerly 
Minister of Crail, latterly Archbishop of St. 
Andrews, was put to death by a band of 
desperate men on Magus Muir. Sharp was 
considered to have been the betrayer of tha 
Church of Scotland, and the author and 
instigator of all the misery and repression 
which bad befallen the people for coosdencv 
sake. 

Battle of Devhcloo. 



1679, June 1. This Battle ^ 



I fought 
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betireen the CoTenantera \rho had been 
disturbed while attendint; a Conventicle, and 
Dragoons under ClaverhouBe, who were 
defeated. 

Battle of Bqthwell Bridob. 

June 22. This was fought also on a 
Sunday batireen the Covenanters sod the 
Royal army under the Duke of Monmoutli. 
The latter was victorious. Four hundred 
were maaBBcred in fliaht; a thousand prisoners 
were taken; two Ministers were hanged in 
the Grassmarket; and five men executed on 
MagUB Muir in revenge for the slaying of the 
Archbishop. 

The prisoners were confined in Greyfriars 
Churchyard for four or five months exposed 
to the weather and guarded by sentries with 
loaded firearms. Of these, two hundred and 
fifty wore to be sold as slaves at Barbadoes, 
but the small vessel in whose hold they were 
confined, was wrecked in the Orkneys, and 
all were drowned. The prisoners who were 
left signed a Bond not to disturb the peace 
and were liberated. 

An Act of Indemnity, and a Third 
Indulgence, were offered in July to Ministers 
and people but were accepted by compara- 
tively few and were soon withdrawn. There- 
upon the west and south were once more 
overrun by soldiery in search of all who 
declined to accept these loBtrumente; 
torture and massacre prevailed. The most 
desperate of the hunted people formed them- 
selves into bands, sad are known in history 
as Society people, Hili-men, Wanderers and 
Cameroniona after Richard Cameron their 

CoNCERNHia Majob Liabhontit. 

At the Battle of Bothwell Bridge, this 
veteran Covenanter, along with Robert 
Hamilton led a desperate Charge. After 
the disastrous rout of his party, he lay 
concealed for a long time in a vault under- 
neath hie own house. It was so artfully 
concealed and entered from the house that 
no one suspected hie place of concealment. 
By this moans he kept himself free from 
arrest for several years. In time, however, 
he was discovered, tried, and condemned; 
but tbToui(h interest made on his behalf, 
the Sentence was commuted into one of 
imprisonment on the Bass Rock. William 
Veitch, later Minister of Peebles, and James 
Feithie, alao Minister of Peeble?, were both 
likewise sentenced to impriaonment on this 
lon«ly Rock. They all survived the Revolu- 
tion, and Learmonth died in his own house 
of Newholme in the eighty-eighth year of his 
age. 

Dr. Alexander Pennecuik of New-Hall 
was the physician praotising in the County 
of Peebles during taese years. Be was bom 
in 1650, and died in 1722. He left behind 
him a Description of Tweeddale; also Poema. 



ISDviam MiNiszEBS. 

1680, April 7. Anent Aivhibald Gilbert 
of Skirline who was married by Hr Antony 
Hurray, Minister at Culter, notwithstanding 
that Mr Lyon, present Uinister at Skirline, 
had written a letter to Mr Antonie signifying 
that there were just exceptions against tha 
said marriage, the which letter was read to 
Mr Antony half an hour before he married 
the said Mr Archibald; the Presbvterjr 
humbly craves advice what they shall do in 
such cases where Indulged Ministers intrude 
so upon them. 

1660, April ?■ The Presbytery represents 
to the Synod that they are particularly 
intruded upon by one Mr Selkirk, who 
intrudes himself into Ministers' parishes, 
and preaches and catechises therein. It is 
not known whether he has passed his Trials, 
or lieen licensed, unless it be by the Indulged 
Brethren by whom he is much encouraged 
particularly by Mr Robert Eliot (Linton) 
who allows him to preach in his Church 
and to frequent his house. The said Mr 
Eliot does the like with Mr Russell, (soon to 
be Minister of Stoho, Presbyterian). He 
has also deposed Elders, out of his Session 
for going out with the King's Host. 

CoNVKIfTICLES. 

1680, April 7. This day the Presbytery 
taking to their consideration the frequent- 
and rebellious meetings which are among 
them, where peteona who have been inter- 
communed since the Rebellion in 1660, do 
now go publicly ko several persons' houses to 
take upon themselves to preach in the doors 
ani entries of those housea where they are 
received. At all which meetings, there are 
several hundreds without the doors, and ab 
all which meetings there are persons who 
either have been at BothwoU Bridge them- 
selves, or frequent the company of such. 
And their meetings being now a new kindled 
fixe in this place of the Kingdom where 
never any rebellious meeting of this nature 
formerly was, they humbly crave advice 
from the irchbishop and Synod what to do 

1680, July H. The Presbytery read the 
Act anent turbulent Preachers. A Mi 
Bertram and a Mr Greig reported to have 
preached and baptised children. Parents of 
children baptised by Indulged Ministers to 
be summoned to the Presbytery. Read 
Act against profanity. 

August 4. Those Ministers who have. 
persons married in a disorderly way, or 
children disorderly baptised, to summon 
them to the Presbytery, 

The Act against profanity has not yet 
been read from the pulpits because the 
number of persona at Bridals has not yet. 
been determined upon. 
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1680, September 8. Aneat the number of 
perHOtiB who ehould lie at Bridnls, the 
UiiiiHterB think fit that thirty aad two 
should be the greatest number at any ona 
BridaL 

Rabbumo thb CuBJTKg. 

1680, September 9. A number of armed 
men atoignt did violently intrude into the 
faouH of Mr Barid Thomson, Uimater of 
Manor, aod did fall upon, beat and wound 
him in the head and other p<trta of hii body, 
so that he fell down aa dead, but with 
strength to call for one to panee (dresa) his 
wounds. TKe said persons said they would 
pMise him by uving him the oiobs stroke, 
adding that if all the Curat«a and Oppceasora 
of Christ's Cause had the strolce it would be 
well for the Kirk of Scotland. And the said 
persons did noC siat here only, but having 
time and opportunity did plunder his house 
and took away his horses amounting aU to a 
OODsiderable value. Wandering bands of 
rebels did not scruple to commit outrages of 
this kind; and more especially after the 
Battle of Both well Bridge they ranged 
through all Uie oountiy and towns taking 
away all the arms, gnns, swords, and 
JtmmuDition they cuuld, and the beat horses, 
without recompense. 

1680, October 3. As an inftance of the 
dani^rs of the times, it is mentioned ihat at 
Tweedsmuir this day there was no sermon, 
the Minister hardly daring stey sermon for 
murderers or robbers falling upon him. as of 
other Ministers of the Presbytery. (The 
Minister was Fr^nois Scott, Episcopalian). 
The sacred tune, Braun, dates from this 

HmiSTBB or Stobo to bb Cited. 
(Cotes AKTBB.) 

1680, November 3. Letter from the 
Archbishop ordaining the Presbytery to cite 
Mr Patrick Fleming, Parson of Stobo. before 
them, upon account of admitting to Lhe 
saciament of the Lord's Supper others thnn 
his own people who dishauat their own 
MinisterB. Brethren appointed to confer 
with him, and if they get satiafsction to 
report, and if not to cause cite him to next 
meeting. 

1680, November 3. Collections to be 
intimated for Uontrose, and Pittenweem, 
And for John Pollock a sailor in Oiange- 
mouth, and for the Bridge of Nesie. 

1680, November 3. Letter from the 
Archbishop ordaining Brethren who had lost 
by robben, to be at £dinbuif[h on nest 
Council day. 

1680, December 1. Mr Alison, the 
Minist«c of Kilbucho, this day craved advice 
from the Brethren regarding William 
Tweedie, who had been at the Battle of 
^thwoll Bridge, and atill maintained that 
'the King was [an enemy t« the Cause of 



Christ. This man was now seeking the 
beuefit of proclamation and marringe. The 
Presbytery ordered no benefit to be given to 
him until he be sensible of, and acknowledge 
the said crimes, and withal that he should be 
referred to the Sheriff. 

Thb HnfisTBR OF Stobo (Cover antib.) 

1681, January 6. B^farding Mr Patrick 
Fleming, Stobo, the Presbytery decided to 
write to the Archbishop for advice, as he is 
a very old man and not very prejudicial to 
the congregations. 

1681, January 6. Letter from the Arch- 
bishop anent Hr Patrick Fleming, parson at 
Stobo, signifying that as the Preshytery had 
hope of hie reasonable behaviour he was 
content tji»t the process should sist. The 
Moderator appointed to wiite to him and 
advise him to walk orderly aod prudently in 
all times cumini;. 

1681, March 2. The Moderator reported 
that he had written to Mr Patrick Fleming 
anent his reasonable and prudent deport- 
ment, advising him not to go beyond his 
own bounds. 

1681, July 8. The heritors of the parish 
of Manor having fulled lu pursue and appre- 
hend the uernons implicated in the attack 
upfon the Minister (Episcopalian) the Privy 
Council decerned that they pay a thousand 
merks Scots, with relief agamst each other 
and their tenants for the amount. The fine 
faavinii been paid, was ordered to be handed 
over to the Minist«r of Manor, Mr David 
Tfaomson, for repairing his losses ind dam-- 
ages sustained by t^ rebels. 

1681, July 6. A Fast declared to have 
been kept. 

Thb Test Act. 

This Act required every person who held 
s public office, however humble, to swear 
that he owned the true Protestant religion 
as ezulainod in the Coufession of 156?; that 
the fiing was supreme in all causes, and over 
all persons, civil and ecclesiastical; that the 
person would never consult about any 
matters of State without the Kins's licence; 
and never seek any alteration in the Govern- 
ment of the oouDtry. 

Papists as well as Episcopalians were 
affected by this Test, although it was aimed 
only at Presbyterians. By its provisions 
also, members of Parliament might not dare 
to effect any change in the law. This Act 
was thus seen to be unworkable all round. 
In order to smooth away any difficulties, the 
Bishop of Edinburgh came forward with an 
explanation. This was converted into an 
Act of Council, and received the sanction of 
the King. Some were satisfled; but eighty 
of the (Sergj left their parishes rather than 
comply with a Test which their oonsdenoa 
oonaemned. 
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Death op Hr Patbice Flbhino, 
1640-1682. 
1682, Februai; 12. This the fifth Min- 
uter of Stobo died un the above date, aged 
69, in the for^-second year of his Mioiitry. 
He appeittB to have been a conaistent 
Covenanter tjiroughout all thoae troubloua 

EiaTB. 4s he was one of the " withdrawing 
tethren " steadily refualng to meet in 
Presbyter; along with the Episoopoiian 
Ministers of the Bounds, he was nob 
present at their stated meetings, and 
therefore did not report matters connected 
with Stobo jiaiish; hence the sometrhat 
meagre information available concerning this 
parish during the Second Episcopacy. After 
iha Batile of Kullion Oreen (Novemher 26, 
1666), Mr Flaming appears to have civen 
sbultier in St«bo Hanae to Mrs Veitch, 
whoee husband was fleein)i; from the neigh- 
bourhood. Teitch came about midnight on 
the Saturday thereafter, to Mr Fleming's 
house. Minister of Stobo, and taking his 
wife on behind him, they rode to Veitch of 
the Olen near Traquair the next day. After 
-many years of being hunted and harried all 
over the Uordera, Veitch lived to become, 
first of all Minist^ of Peebles, and later of 
Dumfries. 

Wiijjiiii BoLLO, M.A., Sixth Mihistbb op 
Stobo 1 Episcofaliai). 

1682-1689. He was translated from Daw- 
ick to Stobo in 168S, as sixth Minister of 
Stobo. He was deprived by the Privy 
Council, September 3, 1689, for not reading 
the Proclamation of the Estates, and for not 
paying for King William and Queen Mary. 
He prayed instead for the former King, 
James. He was imposed on the parishioners 
by the Bishop in 16S2. but they allowed him 
no entry to Stobo Church, so he entered by 
the window. He died at Edinburgh in 
1702. 

MOBIuy OF STANBOfB AXD TUB TbhT. 

1682, February 23. Sir William Murray 
-of Stanhope had a right to the Baillerie 
of Stobo fn>m the Atchhinhope of Qloogow sa 
part of their Regality; upon which Sir 
William was infeft«d. Accordingly the Test 
Act was applicable to him as well ss all other 
public functionaries. But Sir William was 
indisposed; the weather was stormy; and the 
place remote, therefore he supplicated the 
Privy Council to permit him to take the oath 
before some person appointed by the Council. 
Warrant was thereupon grsnted to the Lord 
Primate to administer the Test, which was 
4one and signed. 

1082, Hay 3. 0<nibibntioDa to be made 
for the Bridge of Inverness, and Pitaligo. 

1682, June 7. Amon^ tlie names of those 
schoolmasters in the list of public offidala 



1682, June 7. A complaint given in 
against the Officer of 8'obo that he had 
proclaimed sundry persons when there was 
no sermon. Mr Bollo is appointed to dis- 
charge him from doing the like afterward, 
and to advertise those who are alreac^ 
proclaimed disorderly that they must be 
proclaimed orderly ere they can be married. 

1682, July 5. Mr Bnllo reported that he 
had obeyed the Presbytery's order anent the 
officer of Stobo. 

1682, August 2. Contribution to be made 
by all the parishes on behalf of a poor man's 
child, to help its father to p.iy the Doctor 
for on operation on the child. 

1682, November 9. Collection to be 
token for the Bridge at Dumbarton. 

1682. November 9. Mr Rullo presented 
an order from the Archbishop for visiting of 
the Kirk and Manse of SI»bo. Ministers 
appointed . 

1683, June 6. Contributions to be taken 
up for the Harbour of Aberdeen. 

1683, July 4. Contributions to be token 
np for the Bridge at Little-gill. 

1683, September 6. All the Brethren 
declared that they had read from the pulpit 
t^e King's Proclamation and Declaration 
fl^oinst the Plot; all but Mr Eliot, Minister 
at Lintoun. 

Tbb Jodgs. 
1683, September 5. Hr Bollo gave in a 
complaint asainst John Boird who had 
earned hirosdf insolently against him upon 
the Lord's Day after the afternoon sermon 
in the time of the eiamination, asserting 
that his preaching was notw^rth the hearing, 
although it was about the all-sufficiency of 
Christ, and that he preached not according 
to the Scriptures. The said John being 
colled, compeared and confessed the first 
part but denied the second, for proving; of 
which compeared two parishioners who were 
present at the examination, and who being 
sworn deponed that the said John Boird had 
asserted that Hr William Bollo did not 

E reach according to thu Scriptures, and that 
e behaved himself very insolently towards 
their Minieter. The Presbytery finding the 
complaint mode out by confession and proba- 
tion of witnesses appoints the said John 
Boird to stand in the Jongs at the 
Church door upon Sabbath next from the 
ringing of Che first bell until the Minister go 
to «ie pulpit and then to go to the pubfic 

gtace of repentance and ocknowledge his 
Lult, and recommends ihis to the Uagia- 
tratea of Peebles to imprison him till he find 
caution for sotisfying of tile Ohnroh, who 
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hearing the said injunctiou must contempt- 
uouslf said he wauld lie there alwftj^ before 
he would find caution. 

1683, November 7. Mr Bollo reported 
that John Baird hod given Batiafoction. 

1683, December 6. John Laidlaw being 
to enter schoolmaster of Stobo did in the 
presence of the Presbytery take the Testimd 
Bubgcribed it. 

1684. Four solid ailver Communion Gaps- 
belonginp! to the Service of the Sacrament in 
Peebles Church were presented to Peebles 
Church in this year. They are used in the 
present day. 

1684, Miy. A Itoyal Proclamation was 
issued denouncing those charged with 
rebellion who had fted from justice, but 
declarii^ that if they should present them- 
selves before the first of August next and 
shew to any Justioca of the Peace "that 
they had taken the tiond or Test in due 
time " they would be " relaxed gratis." 
COLOMCL James Douolab. 

One of the Conveners of Peeblesshire was 
associated with Claverhouse in the hunting 
and shooting down of the Covenanters in 
1685. This was the Honourable Colonel 
James Douglas, brother of the first Duke of 
Queensberry. He purchased the estate of 
Skirling in 1681, and was appiiinted Colonel 
of the Scots g^iards in 1684. In 1686 tie 
appears as Convener of the Commissioners of 
Supply of Tweeddale. He was a man of 
superior attainments and as a commander 
rendered himself remarkable for the training 
and good discipline of his regiment, also for 
•nforoing sobriety and neatness of person 
among the soldiery. Colonel Douglas rose 
to be Lieutenant-General, and was employed 
in 1686 tc march against the Covenanters in 
the southern counties and received ven 
extensive powers to search for and punish 
rebels^ Wodrow mentions a number of 
omelties of which he is allei;ei to have been 
the perpetrator. He attacked and dispersed 
a gathering; in a secluded tutrt of Tweedsmuir 
on which uccHsion John Hunter was shot at 
a place called Gorebead. The tombstune of 
this martyr was erected in 1726. Oolonel 
Douglas died at Namur in 1691. The Duke 
of Queensberry in 1686 purchased from the 
Earl of Tweeddale the estates and Castle of 
Neidpath, which he gifted to his second son. 
Lord William Douglas, Earl of March. 

FEEBLKSSmK* CONVENTIGLIS. 

16S4, June 6. A Committee of the Privy 
Council sitting in Edinbui^h on this day, 
having been informed that two field God- 
ventides had been held within the bordets 
of Peeblesshire, directed a Letter to be sent 
to Sir Archibald Murray of Blackbarony, 
Sir WUliam Murray of Stanhope, and John 
Veitoh of Dawick:— 



" Gentlemen, The Lords of the Coromittee- 
of Council for public afiairs being certainly 
informed that tnere was a field Conventicle 
kept upon Sunday the first of June instant 
at CaimiehiU, and another upon the eighth 
of the said month at Oolstounealope in 
Peeblesshire, where there were several men 
in arms and diverse women present, which 
they think very strange, either as to your 
suffering those Conventicles ti< have been 
kept, or not dissipating them, or giving 
advertisement thereof, as was appointed by 
the Council's Proclamation in July 1683, 
upon such an occasion in your shire. And 
therefore we require you immediately to 
make diligent search after the persons who 
were the Preachers, and U(ion whose ground 
the same were kept. And t*. return us a 
speedy account thereof. And to secure such 
of them as you find guilty A nd also rer|uiro 
you to advertise that pnrty of His Majesty's 
forces at Bo(;hall to prosecute those persons 
guilty of those Conventicles. And to 

acquaint us of their diligence from time to 
time, as they will be answerable. And if 
any such meetings fall out hereafter, you are 
to give advertisement thereof to the Sheriff 
of the Shire, or Commander of the forces 
nearest to you. And to certify the said 
Sheriff that if ha do not his duty, he will be 
looked upon as disaffected to His Majesty's 
government, and proceeded against accord- 
ingly. We are yoar affectionate friends." 

1684, A uguHt 3 This day the Moderator 



upon the Lord>i of Justiciary nt their oircuit 
and bring with them the name<i of all their 
disorderly persfins rexpertively. (NonooD' 
formistsare meant by the term, " disorderly" 
persons.) 

The Peebles Mabtib. 

1684, August 27. On this day James 
Nicol from Peebles, and William Young, 
were executed at Bdinhui^h. 

James Nicol, merchant -bui^ess of Peebles 
was a bold, zealous man; hitherto he bad 
escaped, and happened tn be in Edinburgh 
during the Triu of Thomas Harkness, 
Andrew Clerk, and Samuel M'Ewen, who 
were all hanged on the same day as they 
were tried, namely on August 6, in tho 
Grassmarket. Nicol was greatly affected, 
and was a mournful onlooker at their Trial, 
Later, he was taking his horse in the 
Grassmarket to go out of the town after he 
had been there for some time about his 
business. At this moment the Guard came 
down with the three persons to be hanged. 
This stopped him, and he went in among the 
crowd, and stayed till they were executed. 
When coming awsy he said in the bitterness 
of his spirit, and in hearing of a good many: 
— " These kine of Bashan nave pushed thesa 
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three good meo to death at one push, 
eoutniy to their own base laws in a most 
inhuman manner !" Whereupon he was 
straightway seized and carried off to prison. 
In a daj or two he was brought before the 
Committee for public aSura; and efter that 
he was brought before the Council, whore ha 
was very bold and plain in his answers. On 
the 27th he was brought before the Justiciary. 
He was there indicted for treason. The 
probai^ion was his o*n Confession, that he 
was at Bothwell Bridge with arms, that he 
owned the Sanquhar Declaration, and also 
the Buthe^len PFiper. He whs found 
guilty and was hanged the same day, Wed- 
nesday August 27, between two and four. 
(Wodrow i¥, 69.) 

1684. October 19. Heritors, Ministers 
and Elders ordained to meet with Commis- 
sioners from the Privy Council at Peebles on 
Wednesday neit; in ocnnection »ith the 
Proclamation anent discovering the Westland 
rebels and their resetters. 

1685. Death of King Charles II, the 
tyrant of the Scottish Church. 

lliis year also saw the birth of Handel the 
musician, to whom the Church owes the 
sacred melodies Ohandos, and David. 

From 1«79 to 1685 the total amount of the 
Fines inflicted in Peeblesshire in connection 
with the Coveuantine troubles, was £2989 4s. 
It was made up ^us— Peebles £978 6s( 
Traquair £374 2s; Kirkburn, Eddleatone, 
Linton £606 16s; Tweedsmuir £1130. 

[Thebe Ybaks' Intbktal.] 



1687, June I. A factory produced by one 
John Burt, granted to him by John Itobiaoo, 
captive with the Turks, for uplifting of the 
Ctmtributions for him. Ail the Miniaters to 
bring it without fail next day. 

1687, November 2. The Brethren are 
exhorted to celebrate the Communion yearly 
at least. All the Brethren had obaerred the 
King's Birthday, 

TOLIBATION GBANTBD. 

King James TII had in 1687 abrt^ted all 
ponal and prohibitive laws against the Roman 
Catholics; he suspended also all sanguinarj 
laws against the Coveoantnrs, and allowed 
the exercise of Presbyterian worship in 
houses and chapels, but not in the open air. 
In these enactmente are to be seen the first 
germs of the prindples of religious toleration 
which is now enjoyed by all in the kingdom. 
But the motives and designs of the King 
were suspected by all; and the rigid Camer- 
onians refused to aoknowledge these Acta of 

;aee. They refused also to countenance 

'oleration. 



e 



Nabkow Escape of Rbnwick the Hartyb 
AT Pebbles. 

Extracts from "A Collection of Letters," 
edited by John M'MilUn, PentUnd, 1764. 

From James Kenwick to Robert Hamilton, 
29th December, 1087:- 

"... 1 have been at Peebles this week, 
and thro' the Lord's providence wonderfully 
escaped; our intended meeting near to the 
town, about nine of the clock st night, in 
the time of our gathering, being by a strange 
providence discovered: it is a place I had not 
been in before, and we had no armed men; 
there are four taken and imprisoned." 

From James Ben nick to Alexander 
Shields, 12th January 1688:— 

"I came forward to Peebles, where our 
meeting in the time of gathering waa dis- 
covered by a wonderful providence, n;imoIy, 
as I am informed, the pursuing of some for 
theft when people were observed to crowd 
out of the town; which made the Clerk to 
enquire what they were, and whither they 
were going; the report wliereot coining unto 
me, being lodged in a most suapected house, 
I went forth mid pjissed on towards the place 
of meeting until I came within speaking and 
hearing of the oletk and some with him, who 
were without all the town challenging people, 
and being in no capacity to resist I turned 
again into the town, where there was some 
little uproar, and w«nt forth of it another 
way. where I waited a considerable space for 
my horHe, which waa at length got unto me 
with some difficulty; and finding that the 
meeting could not he kept I came away; 
but there were four persons taken. And 
since I came to thi- place I have lodged with 
Thomas and John, and lest I should trouble 
mine own spirit I have not denied any to 
keep silent anent my heing here, nor 
reproved any for coming into my quarters, 
whatever the hasard might be; but left that 
to the providence of G»d and people to their 
own discretion, and I find it not the worse 

James Kenwick, the last of the Scottish 
Martyrs, preached for the last time at 
Biskenhope in Yarrow, and baptised a child 
in the waters of the brook. On Febmaiy 
17, 1688, one month after writing the fore- 
going letter, Benwick suffered martyrdom at 
Edinburgh. 

Benkhcb or Stobo. 
1688, Hay 9. All the Ministers had been 
for a long time ordered by the Presbytery to 
produce each a Statement of his Benefice for 
msertion in Uia Presbyt«ry B^ter. It 
was now finished, and from it is quoted the 
fbllowim; for the parish of Stobo:— Minister- 
Hr Wilbam Bullo; Tack duty, 800 morka 
Soots, 22 Bolls meal (Linlitl^ow meMure.)- 
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Glebe— four acres and a thdI of graaa. 
I^tur^e — Home and nae cuw's gnuts; and 
seven soumes of sheep. Schoulnifuiter's fee, 
none; Mortifioations none; For Communion 
elemeota, nothing. 

Very appropriately, thia stateinent closes 
the second volume of the Records of 
the Presbytery, with the year 1688. It 
■hewa the state of tlie Benefice at the clone 
of the Second Episcopacy. The Presbyterian 
party muut have been making headway in 
the parish for some time past; the Episcopa- 
lian Ministers had been "infrequent" in 
their attendance at meetings of the Kresby- 
tery; Nonconformists were becoming bolder. 
The next Volume of the Presbytery Records 
opens with the formation of a Presbyterian 
Congregation at Easter Happrew within the 
parish of Stobo. 

The Rbvolution, 
1688, November 5. On this day the 
King's son-in-law William, Criiice of Orange, 
landed from Holland at Torbay with 11,000 
troops. Six weeks later the King was a 
fugitive; and Britain waa free from the 
t^annyoftheHouseof Stuart. The Church 
of ScoUand was thenceforth no more perse- 
cuted. Biota, however, originated, and 
continued thioughout the country. Traquair 
House was sacked of all its Homish vest- 
ments, omanienls, Sacramental Plate, etc., 
most of which was oasried to the Cross of 
Peebles and there burned. "At the same 
time we concluded to f{o to all the Prelatic 
intruding Curates and to give ttietn warning 
to remove, with all that belonged to them. 
. . That we should nail fur the Church's 
goods, L'ups. I)a8ons, and also for the kirk- 
box, wherein was nothing; but a few doits; 
likewise for the Beasion-b:'ok, and kirk door 
keys; and that we should deliver all to men 
of credit." 

No lives appear tn have been lost during 
" The Rabbling of the Curates." The 
AabMing began on Chriutmaa day 1688. and 
continued for a few months. Many of the 
Curates saved themselves by flight; others 
were ejected from their parishes. Manses 
were raided, and furniture scattered or 
deabroyed. Two hundred Clergymen were 
thus peered from their Churches, Livings 
and liknaes. But it must be remembered 
that ttiey were as a rule aliens who had been 
imported to 611 the places of the outed 
Presbyterian Ministers, many of these last 
hiiviD^ had to skulk aiiiung the hills and 
moors in hiding, and boIdingConventiclee at 
the riak of their Uvea. The wivee and 
familiee of the Curates ahared in their 
suflferings; and frequent and familiar entries 
may be found among the minut«a, of Kirk 
Seesions in those yeara afibrding relief 
to the wife or the children of Coratea 
who bad lost means, and living l^ the 



Revolution. When it is remembered that 
those were the men who called the roll of 

the parishioners' names at the close of 
Divine Service, and handed over to the 
military officer commanding the district the 
list of absentees for purposes of persecution 
or martyrdoni, it is surprising that the 
Covenanting mobs allowed them to escape so 
easily. Still, the rioting must be reprobated 
now, as indeed it was at the time, by most 
right thinking men. 

When this Rabbling of the Curates was the 
order of the day, two young men came to 
the house of Mr Bollo, Minister of Stobo. 
Not being within, and beinn; inf<irmed on his 
return, he said he would not have fled had 
he thought they were so few, but have 
pistolled them both. The lads being thus 
provoked, called on him a^'ain; but he fled a 
second time. (Scott's Fasti.) 

Close of trk Second Episcopacy. 

The Second Bpiscopaoy had now come to 
an end after an existence of about twenty- 
eight years. The first Episcopacy had also 
continued for a somewhat similar duration, 
(1610-1638.) It proved in experience to 
be antipathetic to the Scots theological mind. 
This seems to have been gradually and 
steadily impressed on the minds of the 
Episcopalian Clei^ themselves. The 
Bishops and the Curates saw and appreciated 
the approaching storm tliat threatenod the 
extinction of their Order. Appropriately 
enough they sought to put their house in 
order just as the Romish Clergy had acted 
in similar circumstances on the eve of the 
Protestant Reformation. Accordingly the 
Presbytery Book of the period (1649-1688) 
closes with statements furnished by every 
Minister regarding the statistics of his 
parish. (Those for Stubo have already been 
quoted.— See May 9.) 



Thb TaAnarrioM Pbbiod rwm Episcopacy 
TO Presbtteet (foue ybabs) 1688-1692. 
The general feeling of the Scottish Nation 
was steadily drawing toward Presbyterian ism. 
It revolted from Episcopacy with its Borrow- 
fnl memories of Persecution, Loss, and Mar- 
tyrdom. Moreover, Episcopacy was aseooi- 
ated with the Houae of Stuart, now in flight. 
It seemed fitting that the Revolution in the 
political world should be supported by a 
Revolution also in the Theological domtun. 
Preebyterianism and Dutch William were to 
be asaociated together. 
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WuxuK BueaubL, Sstbhtb UitiiavB, 
FbUbttbkiab. 

^tabo, 1688. WiUiam Outsell, son to the 
Iftirdof Kiiigae-.t,'was called October ^687, 
ftud OrcUinea at Hnpurew l<y a Committee of 
l^aod, Murch 22 liS»8; was Member of Aa- 
semblj, ledO aai^ 1692, and dieil August 1699 
iA the 12th ye&r of liis nnoistrj. Thus is 
summarised >.he life and InboiirB of the 
Seventh Minister of Iritobo, who was the first 
of the newly restored Pjesbyterianism. — 
<5cott'8 Fasti.) 

OBDit<ATiaN OF Mit WiLUAK Russell, 
Pbksbitkkiah Ministbb of Stobo. 

The Acts np4 I^ruueedings of the Presbf - 
terj of Peebles and Bi4uar. 

At Happrew. I^arSh 32 1688. 
The CiimtnitUie of the Synod of Lothian 
i/tuoa a Call prenented to them by the paro* 
chiners of Sboho, to Mr (ViUiamU^SBell, and 
accepted by the aaid Mr William, having 
taken tryalU of him according to the Acta of 
this Kirk, in order to the Ministry in the 
said Conf{T^^ation, there not being a com- 
petsiit number of Ministers belonging to the 
n^ebytery of Peebles, (unto which the said 
Coniiregattoa belongs), did appoint Mr Jnmee 
FeiUiie, Minister at Peebles, to preach at 
Happrew the place appointed for public 
wonDip in the foresaid congregation, and 
irith the concmrenoe of Messrs Bobert i£l- 
yott. Minister at Lintoune. within the said 
nesbytery, John Campbell ftlinister at 
Borthwiok in the Presbytery of Dalkeith, 
William Burnet Minister at Calder in the 
^esbytery of Linlithgow, nnd Mnngo Wat- 
4one Minister at Qlai&moore in the Presby- 
tery of Haddtnatoune, to ordain the said Mr 
Wuliam UusseU Minister of the said Con- 



preached day and place foresaid, and with 

the concurrence of the foresaid Brethreine 
(ezoept Mr Mungo Wsteone who was absent) 
did by prayer and imposition of hands ordain 
tiim Minister to the snid Cont;regatioD, hav- 
ing previously iaterrogat him anont his judt;- 
ment in relation to the doctrine, worship, 
discipline, and goveminent of the Church of 
Scotland, to which he professed his adher- 
ence, and engaged to cleave thereto, in pro- 
fession and practice all the days of his life. 

Likeas beinu int^uired, he declared his 
willing undertaking of the Ministry d^er that 
Congregation,' and ingaged obedience to the 
PreaCytery ahdlbie awpmiors. 

And thd people being required to deokre 
tbeb' Aocepcan^ 6t hini to be fheir Minister, 
didbfholoiiwujp their haiida, evidence the 



Fiqal^, after pr^er and imposition of ' 
hattds, the said Mr Jr-mes Feithie with the 
rest of the Brutliieli. above numinat, g^vi 
unto him OS their IJrctber the right hand of 
fetluwshipi and the heads of families belong" 
ing to the said Congregation, took him b; 
the hand, in testimuny of Lheir owning him 
as their Minister. 

Ur Rut 

at Stobo, 1 

3, 16S9. There wore thus two Ministers m 
the parish for eighteen months - Episcrii»Iian 
and Presl^yteJian. Note that the ordintitioD 
of Mr RuHseU was cefet>rated not in the 
Church but in the farmhouse of Easter 
Happrew. Tlie ChurcTi was poasibly still 
field by the Episcojtalian iDciinioent'. 

FoRUATIOH OK THB PilBSBYTBRY OF 

PcBBLSM AKI) Bio OAK. 
1688, March 22. After the AdmiasioQ ol 
Mr William Russell to lie fresbyierian 
Uinister of Stobo, the fev officiating Min- 
isters after oUling upon the name of t^e 
Lord, did constitute themselves into » 
Presbytery, and appointed their next meet- 
ing to be that day twenty days at Mr Robert 
Broune's, Minister at Lyiie, his dwelling- 



Sessions with them. Thus was formed't 
first Presbytery of the Revolution Settle^ 

James Russell of Kingseot, fAther of th« 
Minister of Stobo, took a leading part as aq 
Elder in this new Re-formation. •' 

1688, April 12. Mr William Russell 
desired advice of the Brethren onent Jobn 
&., sinner in the paroch of Stobo who haTVOg 
joined himself to the Presbyterian Con- 

Sregation of the paroch, refused to satisfy for 
lu scandal before' the Prelatick Incumbent 
Mr Boe. The woman having satisSed before 
BIr Boe, and he threatenini^ the same John 
with Excommunication. The Presbyter]^ 
thought fit to refer the foresaid Cause to the 
Provincial Meeting of Lothian and Tweed- 
daiU what shall be Mt William Russell's 
carriddRs in this affitir. 

1688, June 28. Mr James Feithie reports 
that the Synod recommends to Mr William 
Russell to accept satisfaction from John6 
8., sinner in Stobo. 

^■HASKSOJVISa FOB TE(I Rev^LDIIOK. 

1689, Hay 9. This Thanksgiving was 
appointed by Proclamation of the Estates to 
be observed in all the parishes throughout 
Scotland. The people are to leaye off work 
that day, and the Ministers to lecture Euid 
preach in tiie forenooQ, and to preach in the 
lorenooh, and to preodi in the aftemoo^ 
joined with prayet. 
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1689, Hay 11. The MiaisterB to rMd the 
FrooUmstioD for disowniD^ James VII, and 
for praying for King Willi&m and Queen' 
Hary next iiord'a Day. (Many MiaJHtera, 

Srincipally Epist^palian, were deposed for 
eclinug to read this FrixJamation. 

Bdhsar. 
1680, June 27. Every Minister to give 
one Dollar to John Young, a lad of hopeful 
expectation at the Grammar School of 
LaJiark, he not being able to maintain 
himself, 

Epiaoop4CT Abolibbbd. 
168St, July. By the middle of this month 
an Act vras paaaed aboliahias Bpiucopacy in 
Scotland, and giving promise of Uhuroh- 
Govemment pleasing to the Scottish people. 
Parish Ministers were commanded to ceaae 
iraying for James VII, and to prny for King 
William and Qusen Mary. Some who 
declined to do bo were ejected, among those 
latter were Williaro Gray, Minister of West 
Linton, who on the 27th August was deprived 
for not praying for their MaJBaties; and a 
little later William Bollo, Ejiisoopal Minister 
of Stsbo, for the same reason. 

MlN7STEBS DhFRIVID. 

The case of Mr David Thomsoo, Minister 
of Manor, was a sad one. Ue had been a 
Minister for twenty-five years, and had 
become disabled for duty on account of the 
wounds and ill usage received when he was 
"rabbled," (he being Episcopalian.) He 
had resigned his living and was now destitute 
with his wife and seven children. The 
Lords of the Council reoommonded that he 
receive a share of the Collections uplifted on 
behalf of the Irish and French Protestants. 

The Minister of Peebles was to be sum- 
moned l)efore the Council for not reading the 
Proclamation, (this was Mc Hay. Episco- 
palian). The Minister of Kirkurd was de- 
prived for the same reason. The Minister 
of Kilbucho was tried on the same charge, 
and absolved. 

The Minister of Drumelzier, Richard 
Broun, who bad been deposed from Drum- 
elzier five or ail years before the Revolution 
as a Cotenanter, was now restored; he in 
turn ousting Mr James tiimpeon. 

The Minister of Peebles (conjoint) Mr 
James Feithie, who had )ieen a prisoner on 
the bass Rock, died in November, aged 53; 
and in the following year died also the senior 
Minister, Mr John Hay. 

A complicated condition now ensued in 
Peebles:— The Duke of Queensberry sctually 
as Patron presented Itobeit Knox, an Epis- 
copalian who had been aasiatant to old Mr 
Hay, to the Benefice of Peebles; wliile the 
Mt^strates and coiwregation called Hr 
WiLiam Veitch the Covenanter who had 



been persecuted for twenty years. Veitoh 
became Mmister of Peebles from 1690 to- 
16M without stipend, and burlened with 
law expenses. In the end be was settled at 
Dumfries. 

IfiSO. July. A complicated case occurred 
at this time among the laity of Peebles: — 
The victim «ras James J. against whom the 
Prelatick party intended a Process of 
Excommunication for his refusing to satiafy 
the Church for no alleged scandal of 
drunkenness, whereinto he fell after his 
uniting to the Presbyterian Congregation at 
Peebles. For this scandal the said James 
had already satisfied the Minister of Peebles 
and the Presbyterian Oon^fregation of 
Peebles. The Presbytery in this case 
recommended two gentjemen to inberpoee 
with the Sheriff Depute to deal with Lord 
William Douglas to put a atop to the foresaid 
Episcopal party proceeding further in th» 
matter. 

Litter it was reported that the Sherifi' 
Depute by application to Lord William 
Douglas had ontained an order to the 
Prelatick Clergy to desist from any further 
Process against ths said James. 
DiaciPUHK. 

1689, July 18. Mr William Bussell 
desired the advice of the Prasbyterie anenta 
child bum in sin by James S. in the poroch of 
t^tobboe and li^lspeth H. in the paroch of 
Dunsyre. The said James eamestlie desir- 
ing ti> have his child baptised, there lieing' 
no Minister in the paroch of Dunsyre, where 
the scandal was committed. The Presbyterie 
ordered the said Mr WjUiam to baptise the 
ohild, the said James obliging himself and 
finding cautione under the pain of fortie 
pounds to sutistie the Kirk, aue honest man 
undertaking for the child's education. 

1689, August 20. The Clerk received the 
Bond anent James S. for the scandal com- 
mitted with Elspeth U. from William Bussell 
according to the appointment of the Preaby- 

1689. August 27. At the Complaint of 
John Nohle, and Alexander Russell, William 
Bullo, Minister of Stobo, to be deprived for 
not praying for their Majesties. (Privy 
Council Renter.) 

1689. September 1. A General Fast 
appointed to be ol>served in all the Churches. 
Postponed hy the Council, however, until 
the 15th. 

Mr William Bollo Depsivsd, 

1689, September 3. On this day th» 
Sixth Minixter of Stobo, Mr Bollo, Episoo- 
palian, was deprived of his Benefice for not 
reading from the pulpit the Proclamation of 
the Estates, and for declining to pr^ for 
their Majesties Kii^ William and Qneen 
Mary. 
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Easter Happrew Farmhanae wliere 
Pmbyterianiam ma conatitDted in March iSSS. 
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L^^y therefore the pariBb of Stobo wu 
now vacant. The death of Mi Bollo 
occurred in Edinburgh on the 3rd August 
1702, if the 62nd year of his sf{&, and the 
3Slb since he was appointed a Minister. He 
left a daughter Mane. Ue bad surriTed bia 
deprivation for thirteen years. 

Tbi MinibTbk asd Lat Piutkb 
MsBTiNaa. 

1689, October 17. It was stated by a 
Brother of the Presbytery that be found an 
inclination in some of the poople of bis 
congregation to meet at certain times for 
prayer and conference. He deured the 
advice of the freabytery how be should 
oarry hlmeelF in the business 1 The Breth- 
ren thought fit that such a way might be 
followed as should be for the encouragement 
of piety; and without any hazard of echiem 
or error, and advised and appointed the 
Hiniater of the place to meet with them, 
&nd admit all *bo were williog to meet with 
them, secluding none belonging to the 
Congregation. 

Pbivv Censitbbs. 

1689, October 17. At the examination of 
the Ministers by themselves which went by 
the name of Privy Oenaures the Minister of 
Stobo, Mr William Russell was " neceuaarily 
witbdmwn." But in his absence the other 
Ministers recoided that they had the same 
ground of satisfaction with him as of the 

PBocsBDiNoa Rboardimo EtiscoptL 

ScHOOLHASXBBa. 

ldS9, November 4. It was proposed by 
eome of the Brethren in regacd of the 
raucity of qualified men for teaching of the 
Grammar Sjchools, they had difficulty to 
provide such ns were fully qualified, and 
there being somii young men that offered 
themselves, but formerly had been school- 
miuitOTs Slid precentors under the Fielalical 
party, «nd had taken the 'I'tst, but were now 
willing to give satiafncuon for taking away 
the scandal thereof, declaring that through 
the iniquity of the times some of them bad 
been pressed and threatened whereby the 
temptation prevailed with them. Advice 
was now soi^fat by Ministers what was to be 
done in their case t The Presbytery thought 
it a business for Public Confession; and 
thought it necessary to refer to the i:>ynod 
for advice. 

Thb Rbvoluzioh SnTLEUNT. 

1S90, April. Parliament met in this 
month. It abolished the Act of 1669 which 
asserted the supremacy of the King over all 
persons and in all causes. It restored all 
SVeebyterian Ministers who had been eject«d 
for not complying with Episcopacy. It 
ratified the Westminster Conf esaion of Faith ; 



it revived the Act of 1693; it repealed all 
Jets in favour of Episcopacy; it declared that 
the Government of the Church was vested in 
the Ministers who were ejected for noncon- 
formity, and who were now reetored. The 
Westminster Confession thus became hy Act 
of Parliament the Creed of the Church. 
Bot the CateohismS and the Directory for 
Worship were not acknowledged. Th» 
Church may thus adopt any form of worship- 
without viuluting any Act of Parliament, 
But this Act declared that she must believe 
as the Westminster Divines believed 1 The 
Covenants were utterly ignored '. 

Patronjiob AeoLisHRn. . 

After some delay, Patronage was abolished. 
Heritors and Elders were to nominate a 
person for any vacancy, for the approval of 
the Congregation. But if the congr^ation 
disapproved the nominee, the mewlwrs were 
to give in their reosonii to the Presbytery by 
whom the matter was to be finally deter- 
mined. Patrons were to receive from the 
parishes sis hundred merks, and a right to 
all Teinds to which no others could shew 
title. 

ExiLKo Covin ANTE US. 

1690, Mfy20. A Collection was appointed 
to be take[i up in all the Cliurches for the 
reimbursement of some merchants in Edin- 
burgh who had paid out a certain sum of 
money for the relief of some honest people 
sent t« Barb^oes in the heat of our 

fersecutioi); and atsd for the Supply of some 
riah (Oaelio) students at the College. 
1690, August 7. A Presbyterian Elder- 
ship to be appointed in every parish. 

Tbb Ministbt op Pbeblss. 
1690, September 18. After the Presby- 
tery had admitted Mr William Veitcb to be 
Minister of Peebles by the hands of Hr 
Eliot, Minister at Weet Linton; Mr William 
Russell, Minister at Stobo, did give Institu- 
tion to Mr Veitch by delivering to him the 
Bible, and the Keys of the KirK door, along 
with earth snd stone from the Manae and 
Glebe, before a Notary Public and several 
witneaaes. At the same time Mr Henry 
Hay, the ao-caUed Yicar of Peebles, was- 
desired by the Presbytery to desist from 

K scenting in the Church, and fr^m bis 
ing Clerk to the Kirk Session of Peebles- 
The foregoing instances are quoted aa 
serving to illustrate the difficulties of the 
twofold eccleeiastical organisation Episcopal 
and Presbyterian; and also the methods 
adopted to effect a settlement aooording to 
law. 

1690, September 25. Every Minister to- 
bring a Collection with him on behalf of 
Bamuel Wilson, a poor aupplicaot. 
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1690, September. Fiut appointed to he 
■olraerved on the liist S>il>bath ol September. 

169U. On November 16 the General 
Assemblf met £or the firet time after forty 

EiriscopiLiAH Incuubbhtb Ejected. 

This AsBeml'ly oE 1690 acted with gre»b 
moderation. But unhappily the Commieaioa 
later, caused to be ejected from their Livings 
multitudes of Episcopal Clergymen all over 
the couatr;, and very many patishei were 
once more rendered vacant. 

^e tune Effingham dates from this year. 

1690, December 2. It is recomtnended to 
'each Minister to bri^ in what each can 
bestow in charity to ^vid Oarven, a dis- 
tressed 6!4 gentlemeD. 

DlBCIPUNB. 

1691, March 11. The Presbytery hein^ 
infonned by the Minstbr of Stobo, of John 
]S. and IsBcibell S., sinners there, and the 
Minister cam plaining of the said John N.'s 
al)solute denial thereof, the woman always 
assorting it, the Presbytery appoints them 
tu be summoned to Stobo against the next 
Dyett. 

ViSFTiTioN OF Stobo. 
1691. March 25. The Elders of the caid 
parocb being called, and the Minister thereof 
removed, they were particularly interrogat. 
First, What they hkd to say against the 
Doctrine of their Minister ! Secondly. 
What they had to ejiy to his life and 
-conversation f Thirdly. What tbey had to 
say bo his manner of Discipline, and govern- 
ment amongst them 7 



families being called, did also signify great 
satisfaction in bim; and wished from the 
liord they had had him seven yean sooner; 
which was eince the romoTsl of Mr Patriclc 

Jleminic by death. 

DlSCIPLINB. 

1691, March 26. Compeared John N. and 
IssobellB., sinners at Stobo, and the sud 
John denying any sinful dealiiw with the 
Maid Issdbell, and the said lesobell always 
asserting it and saying the child she had wiU 



make it more ripe for 

1661, April a. It being referred by the 
Session of Stobo the matter of John K-. and 
IsBobell S., to the Presbytery again, oom- 
peared John S. absolutely denying where- 
loro it was delayed for a tyme. 

1691, May 20. The busines- of Joho N. 
•ad Margaret S. beihg referred back to the 
Minister and Seasion of ^tobo, to deal with 



them more p^icularly in order to \iie cpn- 
f easing sin with the sail) Margaret S.. 
Mr ]Villi*m t^usseil rejiur^ that t)iey (lad 
used all diligence to bring him tan confessioq 
but all in y^iD, and therefore 4e-iires Re may 
|ie summoned again the next Presl^ytery 
which was appointed po be done, according 
to the said desire. 

1691, June 10. John N. being called, 
compeared, who continuing in his denial, is 
exhorted to take the same to his tierious 
ConsideratJOD, and summoned apul lula to be 
prese'iit at the next meeting of the Presby- 

}69f, July 1. John N. and Hargaref. 8. 
bemg called, cimiiienred,' always denying he 
tiad any dealin-j with that woman, and she in 
his jaw assertiiii{ it. The Presbytery aijaii) 
recommends it to him to think upon it 
sgainst the iic'it Pyet^, 

1691, July 13- The Presbytery consider- 
ing that John I'l.'s business was referred to 
this day i( was thought that Messrs Richard 
and James Broun Bnoiild confer with them 
severnlly and pray with them and give a 
Betum against the next Dj'ett. 

1B9I, August 5. The Presbytery finding 
that Messrs Richard and James Broun had 
not yet spoken to John N., according to 
appointment, they continued the appoint- 

Tbk Oath of Pubqatiom. 
1691, September 16. John N. being 
called, compeared; to whom the Onth waa 
read, and a copy thereof given to him to 
consider on against the next Dyett according 
to his own desire, the tenor whereof follows; 
— " WhereHs I. J.N. hath been challenged 
of sin, and cnmal dealing with M.S. who 
affirms the same; Wherxfor to satisfy God's 

eople, and to remove the scandal, (an Oatb 
ing the end of all controversy,) I am 
willing to declare, seeing xa'j Conscience 
bears me witness, that I am in the mutter 
innocent, and free of offence towards God 
and men. And knowing somewhat the 
terror of the liord, and how dreadful a thins 
it is to fall into the hnnds of an angry God> 
and that whoremongers and adulterers shall 
never enter into the Kinsjdom of Heaven, 
and that the Almighty God searcheth the 
heart and tryeth the reips and knowetfa well 
the hidden things of dishonesty, and wiQ 
manifest in the light what is d«ne in the 
dark, and ju^geth the secret of h!1, hearts, 
and will revenge himself on a'l such as swear 
falsely bf Bis Name, or oalls Him to bear 
witness to a'lie, and is as able now as under 
the Law to exe^ciite vengeance upon tile 
unclean' person, that was to drink of the 
Water of Jealonsr, and if guilty made their 
belly swell, and thi^b rott, (plumber* v, 83,) 
Add cata mddenly'kdl the liar aa AmoiM Mtd 
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Sapphire, (Aote v,) and ItooiviiiK well that 
this God will not be roock«d, Hnd euch an 
would mock have the baads made etroDeer 
and stronger (laa 28, 22,) and knowing that 
all liars shall have their part in the lake that 
buineth with fire and brimstone, which is 
the Second Death (Rev. 21, 8.) and that 
none such as make a lie ctw ent«r into the 
New City above (Bev. 21, 27,) and that the 
Iiord Jesus Christ shall be revealed from 
Heaven, with His mighty Angels in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not Ood, and obe; not the Gospel, and shall 
punish such with everlasting Destruction 
from the presence of the Lord (2 Thess. I, 
8, 9.) And withaU being persuaded in my 
heart that he that sweareth hath to swear 
the Lord liveth in truth, judgment and 
righteousness (Jer. 4. 2,) I do thbrbpobb 
HIBKBV DBOLABi before God, Angels and 



U the Curses of the Law, and 
not be set up as a Sign and a Wonder, and 
be made witn Cain a vagabond in the earth, 
and as I would not have my name written in 
the dust, and blotted out of the Book of 
Life, and so separate from Christ foi ever- 
more, 1 do solemnly swear with uplifted 
hMids by the dreadful Name of the Omni- 
potent illseeing God that I am tree of any 
carnal sin with M.S. first or last, and knows 
not whether she is man or woman but by the 
seeing of her face which to be of truth I 
subscribe with my hand that it may be kept 
in record as a standing witness against me 
if it be not truth !" 

1691, September 24. John N. and John 
B. being called, compeared not, and there- 
fore are ordered to be summoned against the 
next Dyett. 

1691; October 29. The officer having 
neglected to summon John B. was rebuked, 
and appoint«d to summon the said next 
meeting. 

John N. in Stobo, being called, compeared, 
persisting in his denial of sin with Issobell 
S. The Presbytery considering that there 
were so many presumptions of his gnilt, did 
by the Moderator seriously exhort him to 
lay to heart the import and weight of the 
Oath formerly delivered to Mm, tu& the next 
meetii^; summoning him apud acta, to com- 
pear before them at Eddlestonne. 

1691, December 2. John B. being called, 
compeired not, (though he was summoned.) 
The Presbytery thought fit to appoint him 
again to be summoned to their next meet- 
ing. 

John N. in Stobo being oalled, compeired, 
and being enquired by t£e Moderator what 
were his thoughts of the Oath which he had 
received from the Presbytery to consider 
npon, and likewise laying home to him what 
ft grievous sin perjnrie was. He nsing 



several evasions, and carping at some words 
in the Oath which the Ftesbytery looked 
upon as a presumption of his guilt, and so 
unwillingness to swear whatever were his 
offers for the time. Therefore they appoint 
the Clerk to write to Mr Russell that he 
read tlie Oath to him publicly before -the 
Congregation on the Lord's Day, as if he 
were to tender it to him, but to delay the 
tendering of it till he report. 

1691, December 17. Jaroes Smith, Elder 
in Stobo, delivered a Letter to the Moderator 
fioTa Mr William Russetl Minister there, 
bearing that he had dealt with John N. in 
order to his oonfession of hia sin with 
Issobell S„ and that he was about to read 
the Oath to him pubUclie before the con- . 
gregation. but was, to his great satisftiction, 
prevented by the said John his free Con- 
fesaion of the said guilt, after so long a 
denial, and chat he had sent him to renew 
the said Confession to the Presbyten before 
whom he had so frequentlie denied the same. 

The Presbytery calling John N„ com- 
peared, and renewed the Confession of the 
said giult before the Presbytery, the Moder- 
ator exhorting him seriously to lay to heart 
the heinousneas of his sin much aggravated 
by BO many frequent and stiff denials, and 
by his )>eing now a trilapse in sin, and to 
flee unto Qod through Jesus Christ by 
tymous Repentance, as he would escape the 
wrath of God, both here and hereafter, 
withall referring him to the Sewion of Stobo, 
sn to hia giving Satis&ction for his offence 
giTen to the people of God ordering the 
Clerk to give present intimation thereof to 
Mr William Russell Minister there. 

1892, April 6. Two supplicants each to 
receive a tastificate bearing uieir neoeasitous 
condition, and recommending them to the 
Beveral Eirk Sessions and gentlemen within 
the Bounds for supply. 

1692, May 4. This is the date of the last 
entry in this Volume of the Preabyteiy 
Beoords. This volume contaies the trans- 
actions of four momentous years— namely 
the two last of the Second Episcopacy, and 
the two first of the Presbyterionism of the 
Revolution Settlement. With the close of 
this volume in 1692, Proabyterianism is 
found firmly established within the Kingdom 
of Scotland^ on the lines of 1592, and very 
much as maintained to the present day 
{1906.} 

1692, May 18. This is the date of the 
beginning of a new volume of the Presbytery 
Records of Peebles; it concludes on Novmu- 
ber 1, 1699. 

1898, May 5. On this day the Presbytery 
of Peebles had b«en disjraned from Uiot of 
Biggsr, by Act of the Synod. 

1683, Angnat 13. Help to be ipvan 
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within the Bounds of the Presbytery to 
Robert Loch a poor man whose house was 
burned by the accident of fire. 

1693, September 13. Every Minister to 
bring in the money collected for poor 
stadeuta, and to give it to the Moderator. 
Anent the Jouos: — 

1693, September 18. Act Jamea VI, 
ParlianioDt 22, cap. 20, declared that persons 
convicted of drunkenness, and haunting of 
taverns or olehoueea after ten o'clock at 
night, or any time of day except time ci 
travel or refreshment, ehall pay for the first 
fault £3 Scots, oi to be put in the Jougs or 
jail for six hours. For the Second fault, £5 
Scots, OI to be put in the Jougs oi jail for 
twelve houra. And for the third fault. £10 
Scots, or to be put in the Jougs or jail for 
twenty- four hours. And it they farther 
transgress, that they be put in jail tilt they 
shall find caution for then better behaviour. 

On the above date, the Act of Parliament, 
of irhich the foregoing is a portion, was 
rehearsed by the Presbytery ia order to ita 
penalties being put into effect. 

The Jouga may still be seen attached by 
an iron chain to the porch of St4>bo Church. 
They are also preserved in the Manse at 
Eddlestone. A specimen eTLsts also irithin 
the Church of Lyne. 

1694, April 26. Every Minister to bring 
in fourteen shillings Scota each at least to be 
delivered to the Agent of the Church for 
behoof of Bfistress Young. 

1694, October 24. A Supplication being 
given in by Archibald Pateraon in Stobo for 
supply; the Presbytery appoints him one 
day a OoUection throughout all the Kirks of 
the Presbytery. 

Mr Russell, Minister of Stobo, to give £12 
Scots to John Ritchie, student of philosophy, 
out of the money collected for poor students. 

1696, January 23. This day because of 
the storminess of the weather none of the 
Ministers met except the Moderator and Mr 
Walker, whereupon the Moderator appointed 
the next meeting at the town of Manor 13th 
February. 

1695, June 19. Every Minister to bring 
in what he can get for Mr Gordon, student 
of Oriental Xduiguagee, conform to the Act 
of the Synod. 

1695, October 30. Mr Russell, Minister 
of Stobo, paid for Stobo £4 Soota being 
proportion of the Bursar's fee. 

This d^ a letter from Mr RoBsell holdi)^ 
oat hia inability t« attend the Pttahrtery, 
tiao abewinz tlut the Presbytery of Biggiff 
desirea Mr B. Horsburgh to preach onoe or 
twice at Glenholm, as ^ao to preach once at 
DmrnelEieri both whica the n«abytery 
■ftpiniitod. 



1696, April 16. Mr Russetl, Minister of 
Stobo, has given in all £16 4s Scots to 
Mistress Thomsone. relict of umquhile Mr 
Thomsone, Minister of Manor (Episcopalian.) 

1696, July 29. All the Ministers to bring 
in their charity to Mr Cameron. 

ExAMiNiTioM oy Jl. Probatidmek. 

1696, July 29. Mr Bishop had Exercise 
and Addition as appointed Kid was approven. 
And was appointed his popular sermon upon 
the 2nd Matthew, 29tn verse, as also to 
defeud hia theses, and to give account of the 
lansuoges, for the Hebrew a part of the 131^ 
psalm, and the Greek aJ aptrturam libri. 

Parties being removed iu turn were in- 
terro^ted, but neither heritors, nor elders, 
nor minister hod anything to object against 
one another. 

1696, September 9. All the Ministers to 
bring what they can collect towards the sum 
of a hundred merks charged by the Doctor 
for an operation on the son of a poor woman. 

1696, September 9. Mr Kussell of Stobo 
appointed to give a "Leg Dollar" to Mrs 
Thomson. 

1606, November 4. Mr Russell, Minister 
of Stobo, to give Mrs Thomson £3 14a. out 
of the Centesima. 

1697, March 3. Mi Russell, Minister of 
Stobo. to give £3 13s. to Mistress Thomsone 

1697, Augu^ 4. Intimation to be mads 
of a Collection for building the Kirk at 
Cooigsburg. 

This Collection amounted from all the 
Eirks to £73 4s. Scots. 

1698, April 20. llie Presbytei? after 
information of several irregularities that the 
Episcopal Incumbents residing within their 
Bounds were guilty of, and that they found 
the laudable order of this National Church 
not only condemned but trampled on t^ 
tbem,didrecommend toMr James Anderson, 
Hiniater of Linton, and Mr Mitchell, Min- 
ister of Manor, to consult some grave and 
experienced Ministers what to do for the 
leoress of those their grievances, that thef 
might know the better how to represent 
them to the Synod. 

It is intereetinE to find the Minister <A 

Linton and the Minister of Manor evidently 

troubled with Episcopacy ao lon^ after the 

prohibition of Episcopacy by law in 1690. 

TiariATioif ov Stobo. 

1698, June 8. James Denom, elder. 

Neither the Minister, nor the Elders, nor 
tbe Heritors and heads of families had any 
grievances against one aiiother. All tfarw 
parties being respectively removed in turn. 

Th«7 all, however, had a united grievanoa 
Id the want of tha nuintenance of a school* 
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roaster, and desired the Pteehytery to 
remedy it. 

The Preebftery appointed tha Moderator 
and Mr James Thomson to speak to the Earl 
of Bforch and Sir David Muiraj thereanent. 

The SeBsion Book waa not yet ready for 
their naiting. 

1699, March IS. The Ministers all paid 
their proportions of the Biitaar's fee. 

AlfENT THE WASDBiasa PooR;— 

1699, April 20. Anplitstion was made to 
the Presbytery by the Laird of Horsbui^ on 
behalf of the Earl of March onent the laying 
down methods for providing for the poor, 
and for restniimng idle and vagabond 
persona. The Presbytery thereupon drafted 
a paper (wntaioing the foUowinu recom- 
mendations— (1.) jQl Ministers to be exem- 
plary themselves, and all under their charge 
to extend their charity pince " they that 
give to the poor lend unto the Lord," And 
in r^ard that the good laws for their 
provision are not yet put into execution, and 
the finding it difficult for some parishes to 
maintain their own poor ia regard of their 
number, and also of ihe circumstances of the 
parishes, they allow their poor to be served 
within their own bounds, they producing 
Badges under the Seal of the Sheriff-Princi- 
[ral of the Shire and the Magistrates of the 
Burgh, or some other Bad^e which shall be 
con descended upon by them or by the 
Commissioners of the Shire, also testimonials 
bota their particular Kirk Sessions. (2.) 
For preventing vagabonds and idle persons 
that an Address be drawn and presented to 
the Elorl of March, and anoUier to the 
Commiasioneni of the Shire, that they may 
consider on a speedy and effectual way for 
relief of the poor, and for restraining common 
beggars. (3.) And for those who have 
w^^neas and infirmity and are not able to 
travel, they recommend the Commissioners 
to think on their case, and on a remedy. 
These to be intimated in all the Chuichea. 

1699, May 5. Beginning of a volume of 
the Records of the Presbytery of Peebles. 
It is numbered Vll. Two senes are bound 
nf together in an earlier velame; and a 
wide gap a^peftra betweeo 1626 oiid 1649 
ihuB acooantmg for a missing volume. 

The present volume from 6th of May nntil 
Bovemner 1 is a reduijication of the pre- 
ceding volume. The handwriting, however, 
ia different from that which conclndee its 
predecessor, and is very fine, with the 
dwTMMen beaotifolly formed. Tbeeignative 
TVUliam Begins, PtMbytATT Cleik, is 
appended to the Ihfinota of Novenwber 1. 
tig Higgina was Minister of Tweedsmoiv. 
DuTH or Mb W^uuh Rmsiu.. 
1699, August. Mr Thomas Lowas, Imier- 
jeitibeti, tc pranh at Stobo. Un Ja— u 



Anderson, Linton; to preach on the second 
Sabbath; and Mr James Robertson, Eddies- 
tone, on the third Sabbath. 

Mr Russell was in his 12th year as 
Minister of Stobo. Ho was the first 
Presbyterian Minister of the Revolution 
Settlement. His wife was Eathren, daugh- 
ter of George Brown of Scotetoun, He was 
succeeded by Mr Russell, laird of Kingseat, 
who was his nephew. 

1699, August 17. Whereas the late 
Moderator the Rev. Mr William Russell 
being by the wise and holy providence of 
God removed by death, the Presbytery 

Sroceedeth to elect a new Moderator and Mr 
ames Thomson was chosen by vote. 
Mr Russell was present at the meeting on 
July 13, but absent from tliat on July 18. 

1699, November 1. Conclusion of this 
volume of Presbytery Records of Peebles. 

1699, December 28. Letter from the 
Moderator of the Commission of the General 
Assembly:— Bearing that upon an Address 

8 resented to the said Commission from the 
ouncil General of the Indian and African 
Company. The Commission did recommend 
to all Ministers within this National Church 
to balfervent in prayer to God tor averting 
his wrath, and forgiving the sins of this 
Nation, which have procured the same, and 
for sanctifying the Dispensation to them 
who are most concerned, and to the whole 
land; that they give not way to fretting and 
repiningf under the rod, but may study » 
submissive and qutet frame of spirit; and 
may turn to the Lord with all their hearts, 
and reform their lives aod conversation, tliti 
if it may be the good pleasure of Qod He 
may yet bless and countenance the under- 
taking for the advancing the trade of tbo 
Nation, and for the propagating the QospeL 
And for this end may please to be gracioas 
to those who went from us in presarving and 
prospering them, and in refreshing ua with 
^lad tidings from them and from the Min- 
isters who went with them. 
PBOGBBDnron DUBoa nu Vaoamot ah 
Stobo. (PATBOHaax nt Abbtabob). 

1700, February 26. The Moderator to 
apply to the Presbytery of Dalkeith for some 
of their probationers to preach at Btobo. 

Mr Walker, Kiriturd, to wait on tha 
Presbytery of Biggar and desire the like 
favour from them. 

1700, April 17. A letter was read from 
Mr David Walker, Minister of iWpIe, in 
the Plesbytery of Dalkeith, stating that 
th^ had engaged a ygnng man after giving 
him an extract of tda license, to preach two 
«r three days in any vaoonoy in this Presby- 
tery, IB he shall be appointed. The young 
man's name bdng Mr John Hnm^ to be 
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found in Edinbuivh &t James Selkirk's on 
the Dotth side of the Cross. 

The Presbyter; appointed the said Mr 
John Murray to preach ftt Stobo on two 
Sundays, and a horse to be sent to Edin- 
burgh for him. 

Mr Couper had not preached at Stobo. 

1700, May 23. Mr Biggins, Tweedamnir, 
to preach at Stofao. 

John Noble and James Smith from Stobo 
desirod the Presbytery would aasist the 
SeEsioD in getting the EJorl of March and the 
laird of Stanhope to join with them in 
getting a Minister. Mr Thomson, Peebles, 
to speak to the Barl of March; and Mr 
Fatnck Russell, Drnmetzier, to the laird of 
Stanhope, anent the planting of Stobo, and 

Mr Patrick Bussell had spoken to the 
lurd of Stanhope and had received this 
answer: — that the Earl of Afarch and be had 
thought upon one to be Minister there, and 
whom they judged the people had their eyee 
upon, and who they did not doubt would be 
acceptable to the Presbytery. 

1700, July 9. Mr Thomson had spkeD 
to the Earl of March aiient the planting of 
Stobo, and had been answered that he and 
Stanhope were informed that the people had 
their inclinations turned to Ku William 
Bussell, lat« Minister at Morham, to be 
their Minister and desired the Presbytery to 
invite him to their bounds. 

1700. July 9. Mr John Jenkinson passed 
ftU his trials, and was licensed to preach the 
Ooepel within the bounds. He is to preach 
■t Stobo on Sabbath and intimate a meeting 
for the following Friday of the heritors, 
elders and heads of families, Mr Andrew 
Mitchell, Manor, to preach there on that day 
and ask them if they were ready to give a 
Call to one to be their Minister. 

1700, Angus! 7. Mr Andrew Mitchell, 
Manor, had preaohed at Stobo. At the 
meeting the major part of the householders 
and elders declued for William Bussell from 
Morham; and the reniMndet for Mr John 
Murray, probationer, whe had lately 
preached tiiere. 

William Stewart, one ot tJie elders of 
Stobo, presented a petition asking one of the 
Brethren to preside at the subscription of a 
CaU. Delayed. 

The Presbytery considering the report of 
Ur Thomson, Peebles, as to his meeting 
with the Earl of March; and Mr MitcheU's 
report from the people of Stobo, appointed 
tlie Moderator to writ« to Mr William 
Russell inviting him to come to Linton on 
September 3 and meet and converse with 
tho Presbytery. 

1700, September 31. Mr William Bnssall 



being present some of the Brethren of the 
Presbytery were anointed to go out a little 
and converse with him anent some things 
that the Presbytery desired to be satisfied in, 
and that in order to employinf; him to 
preach among them, which the Presbytery 
thought not fit to enquire at him judicially. 

When these Brethren returned and re- 
ported, the Presbytery were pleased. 

William Stewart desired an answer to the 
petition given in by him at last meeting. 
The Presbytery in order to the granting it 
appointed Itlr Anderson, Linton, to preach 
at btobo and intimate a meeting of the parish 
for electing a Minister to be on September 
25. Mr Mitchell, Manor, to preach at 
Stobo that da; and moderate at the election; 
also the Moderator to write to the Eail of 
March; and the Clerk to the laird of Stan- 
hope acquainting them. 

Mr William Russell having at the Presby- 
tery's desire pinduced the Act of the 
Assembly tor reponing him to the Minittry, 
was appointed to preach at Linton. 

1700, October 2. The Call from Stobo to 
Mr William Russell, late Minister at Mor- 
ham. attested by Mr Andrew Mitchell was 
presented to the Presbytery; but they 
delayed eustainint; it to be legal, many of 
the Brethren being absent. 

1700, October 9. Regarding the CaU 
from Stobo the Presbytery thought fit before 
proceeding, to appoint Mr Mitchell to go to 
the laird of Stanhope seeing the interest he 
baa in btobo; also because no answer has 
coma from him to the letter sent him. 



. ling t 

from Stobo to Ur Russell, Mr Walker, 
KirVurd, informed the Presbytery that Mr 
Mitchell, Manor, had spoken to Stanhope 
who WM content tlut Mr William Russell be 
Minister of Stobo. Also Mr Patrick Bussell, 
Dmmelzier, stated that Stanhope bad said 
the same to him. The Presbytery therefore 
sustained the CsJl as legal. 

1700, November B. Bearding the CaU 
from Stobo; the Clerk to wnte to Mr William 
Bussell deeiring him to meet the Presbytery 
at Peebles on the 4th December in order to 
receive the Call; and to brin^ a testimonial 
from the Presbytery of Haddington. 

1700, December 4. Mr William Russell 
had received the letter from the Presbytery 
but could not attend this meeting. Ap- 
pointed for next meeting, 

1701, January 1. Letter from Mr William 
Bussell that he could not attend this meeting 
of I^eebytery yet on account of the distance 
and the storminees of tJie weatJier. And 
deauring the Presbytery if th^ pleM«d to 
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lodge the call from Stobo ta the hands of 
Ht Andersun, Linton, from whom he would 
receive ii before oext meeting npoo hie 
delivering into his hands the teatimonial 
which the fresbfteiy required and which he 
had now received. 

This letter beine considered, his excuse 
was austnined but his desire wan not firanted. 
And the Moderator was appointed to write 
to him i^ain. 

1701, February 6. Mr William Russell 
was this day present and produced s testi- 
monial from tne ProHbytery of Haddington: 
— That Mr Russell had preached within the 
bounds of the Presbytery of Haddington for 
eereral years, to the satisfaction of his 
heritors, and that durinjc thnt time his 
conversation bus been sober and Christian 
and suitable to his character, and that we 
know nothing why he may not be received 
and admitted Minister into any Christian 
oongregation within the National Church 
upon a l^al Call. At ^oltpreston December 
19, 1700. Wat. Keid, Moderator 

The Presbytery haiing considered this 
testimonial ware satiahed; also with the Act 
of thd General Assembly reponing him. 
Accordingly they handed him the Call from 
Stubo which ha is to consider before next 
vx^ting. And is to preach before them that 
day. 

1701. Manh 5. tSi William Russell, 
Stobo, being appointed to preach this day 
was absent. Mr Mitchell, Manor, preached 
at the desire of the Brethren, there being 
some children in Peebles to be baptised. 

A letter frum Mr WUIiam Rus^eU stated 
that his indisposition and the stonninees of 
the weather hindered him from coming this 

1701, April 2. Mr William RusseU was 

present and preached; and declared his 
acceptance of snd compliance with the Call 
from Stobo. 

17ni, April 2. Mr Mitchell to preach at 
Stobo; and serve Mr Russell's edict; and Mr 
Russell to preach that day at Manor for 

COLLKOTION POR CaPTIVBS. 

1701, April 2. The Presbytery calling for 
an account of the Collection for the slave* 
captured by the Algerines, and find that 
some of the Brethren only have it at present 
to give; appoint them all peremptorily to 
have it ready to give in at the Synod to the 
Moderator. 

All the Brethren also to pay up the dues 
of the Bursal of the Presbyteries of Bi^or 
«nd Peebles. 

Ur Andrew HitoheU, Manor, returned the 
edict from Stobo fully endorsed. The edict 
was called three several times at the door 



and none compeared to object. Whereoa 
the Presbytery appointed Mr Russell's 
admission for the 29bh April, and Mr 
Robert«on to preach and admit him to thfr 
Mimntry at Stobo. Further they appoint 
Mr Wil^am Russell to preach at StoM) on 
the ^bbath immediately preceding his 
admission, and after sermon to cause the 
precentor to make intimation thereof tu the 
people, and to acquaint them that sermon 
will begin about twelve forenoon. 

1701, April 16. The Presbytery also 
appoints their meeting for Fasting, Prayer 
and Privy Censures to be ab Stobo on the- 
day of admission st eight in the morning 
peremptorily. 

1701. April 29. All the Brethren eicept 
Mr Patrick Russell, Drumelzier, and Mr 
Lowes, Innerleithen, spent the forenoon of 
,, , . , . (^m 



worthy being found, they were exhorted to 
go on. After sermon by Mr James Robert- 
son, J<:ddI(!ston, Master William Russell waa 
after the usual manner admitted Minister of 
Stob-J. And thereafter the Brethren re- 
ceived Mr Russell preabyterinlly as a 
brother. 

ThB Two WlLLUM RUSBKLLI, MlNISTESft 

The first William Russell, who waa Min- 
ister of Stobo from lb88 to 1699. is men. 
tioned as son to the Laird of Kingseat. 
This is in West Lintou pari-h. 

The second William Russell, who was 
Minister of Stobo from 1700 to 1733 is 
stated to lie " of Slipperfleld." Slipperfield 
and Kingseat are names referring to the one 
estate, the one being the Estate itself, and 
the other the Munsiouhouse niw demolished. 
He was nephew to his predecessor. 

WiLuiH Russell (the Sscotin.) 

He was the oldest son of Jame; Russell of 
Kingseat, he had been caUed to <Jult«r in 
June, and ordained on the23rd of September 
1692. He was translated to Morham on the 
3rd of May 1693. He aupears to have been 
in each of those two parisnes for about a year 
only; because in the case of Morham, 
another Minister, Robert Coltheart by name, 
succeeded Ur Russell in 1694, (July 17.) 

On the 28th December 1697, Ur Russell is 
stated to have been deposed by a Committee 
of the Synod for contumacy in not going to 
supply the Korth when ordered to do so by 
the Assembly. This sentence was affirmed 
by the Synod on the 6th May 1698. in terms 
of the Act of Assembly, oth Ai^[uet 1618. 

This Sentenoe waa taken off by the 
Assembly on the 28th January 1699, on his 
application and promise of subjection. Dr 
FennMuik wrote a "Panegyrio upon the 
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Boynl Arinj io ScitUud," and partioul&r^ 
on the TroopB of Twee-ldale coDveued by 
Boyil authority, May 1685, under coiiim&Dd 
-of the Uurd of Drumelzier, to supiireas what 
iraa than called Rebellion. 

The Doctor speaka of himself thua — 
Ho care nor comfort want we in its kind. 
To give content to body or to mind; 
For Dr FeDoieuik is our phyridan, 
And Kickmvlitie Fiddlei's our musiciwii 
The Doctors courai;^ none I tbink can donbt, 
Tisknown he Bhedt more blood than >U OUT troop. 

And thus of Mr Russell; — 



Prelate aod Preabyler turn up«ici 

Thb Rboi-sTbbs of the Pkcbbttbki. 

I?VI, December !?■ These wereproduo»d 
thia day and were found to oonsiet ot: — 

One Buok containing an account of the 
ProceedingH of the Presbytery from Ootober 
II, 1696, to Apnl 25, 1605. 

A Second Book from June 27, 1616, to 
Apnl II, 1626. 

A Third Book from July 6, 1626, to April 
11. Ito44. 

A Fourth Book from May 16, 1644, to 
December 25, 1649. 

A Fifth Book from November 14, 1649, to 
Apnl 16, 1674. 

A Sixth Book from Mav 18, 1692, to 1699. 

The Confession of Faith. 
DisiiiucTiON OF THB AsRKHBLY Recokdb. 

1702. February J8. A Letter was read 
from Uie Moderator of the Commission of 
the Genar&l Assembly stating that the Great 
Fire in Edinburgh of October 28 last had 
destroyed the papers and Registers of the 
0«neral Assembly and of the Church. 
Letters therefore were ordered to lie written 
to Presbyteries asking them for all papers, 
extracts, &c., which can take the place of 
those destroyed. Also to apply to all other 
persona likely to possess any such also. 

1702, June 2. A Letberwas read from Ur 
David WiUiamaon, Moderator of the Com- 
mission of the General Assembly: Its t«nor 
was to the effect that wickedness and vice 
were aliounding all nvar the land, and in. 
every pariah', and that Minister* were being 
blamed for this by theii laxnasa and want of 
diligence and not executing the laws, and 
not preachinii against vice, et«. All Mini- 
istera were deniced to attend the Synod, at 
the meeting thereanent, more especially as 
they hoped to obtain a National Fast with 
ParliamentAry Authority. 

1702, August 4. Read Letter from the 
Blinister of Leith endaaiiig thirteen cornea 
ot an Act of Her Majaa^ in Coonoil in 
fovour of the, distieesed in Iieitli. The 



PresbytMy wara the Brethren to be c&reful 
of the said Collection which is t« be a house- 
to-house one. 

1702, August 4 A Letter was read from 
the Session of Stobo bvaring that the Min- 
ister had represented to them the inde- 
pendent carnage of Janet H. on Tuesday 
last in the very time of the adminiatiatiun oif 
the Sacrament of Baptism to Alex. Tweedie's 
child, she standing up and threatening to 
complain to the FreHoytery that the Min- 
ister would not baptise her child to which ha 
answered not a word, though he had offered 
to do it if aha got one to present the child^ 
And that after he had caused the Preceat«r 
to remove her and ib, she having brought it 
into the Church without hia knowledge, the 
Settaion conHiderinR the impudence of this 
fact appointed her to meet the Presbytery at 
Tweedsmuir on Hopt^mber 1 for censure. 
She did not appear. Summoned again. 

1702, September 30. Janet H. from 
Stobo appeared and confeased all that waa 
laid to her. She is to be publicly rebuked 
before the Consregation of Stobo on Sunday 
eight days, by Mr Mitchell, who ia to preach 
and baptise her child if some one con be got 
to present it. 

1703, January 20. All the Brethren to 
bring in their CoUectdons for the Barbour of 
Eyemouth; also for the Collie of St, 
Andrews, lately burned. 

1703, April 14. Mr James Anderson 
having been indisposed was excused for not 
preaching at Stobo. But the Presbytery 
was dissatisfied that he did not advertise the 
parish ueeing the people did convene expect- 
ing sermon and were disappointed. 

1703, May 27. Testimonial produced in 
favour of Pater Habute, a French persecuted 
Protestant. He waa recommended t« the 
Ministers for Supply. 

1703, July 28. Petition from William 
Noble, elder and trea.surer of Stobo, bearing 
that Mrs Buaaell, relict of Wm. Russell, 
late Minister of Stobo, was owing to the 
Session uf Stobo, three score ten pounds 4a. 
and 4d which abe refused to pay, and there- 
fore he craved that they would write and 
ask her to pay without further trouble. Hra 
Russell waa in Peebles and waited on the 
Presbytery and professed that she was rea^ 
and willing to pay what was justly due. She 
having been hewd, and the Hiniater utd 
elders also, and the Seaaian Book of Stobo 
not being very clear and dkatinet on this, both 
parties are recommended to come to aa 
amicable understanding as to their diffecenoe. 

170S, November 3. CcoiaideriDg the 
present state of the Church of Christ, and 
the great affairs now under deliberation 
between Scotland and Angland, all Mintsteta 
are to be frequent uid fervent in prajer to 
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^d, to continue Hie f»TOur to the Reformed 
OhurchtM and to preserve Queen Anne, and 
to direet those connulttng m to the afiuirs of 
-tboBB National bi"! ^ preserve and maintain 
what baa been done for the Church and 
people of this land. All Hinistera and 
[tfODationers are to rIecUre their resolution 
«Dd engagement to maintain the true doctrine 
of this Church according to the Confeaaion 
of Faith; and the purjty of worship, and 
-discipline and Presbyterian Qovemmetit of 
this Church now so nappily eatablixhed hj 
law, (Act of Synod.) 

1703, Norember 15. Drink to be sold 
4)nly to country persona, and that between 

No shopkeeper bi sell pipes, tobacco, 
candles or other merchantware, except for 
the dick, under penalties. 

1703, November 24 The Con'ributioDB 
for building the Bridge over the Dee to be 
sent to the Minister of Kella, Mr Andrew 
Ewart, according to the Act of the Council. 

1703, November 24. Letter read from 
A. Brown, J. Noesmyth and James Russell 
relatives and tutors to the children of the 
late WiD. fiuBsell, llini8t«r of titobo, sug- 
gesting either that the Presbytery settle the 
difference between the tJession of Stobo and 
Mrs Russell as to the money owing the 
Session by her, or that honest and juiUcionB 
men be mutually chosen who should do so, 
in order that none of the poor's money be 
expended on a law process or that there be 
no reflections on the memoi; of Hr Russelj. 
The Presbytery appoint the present Minister 
Mr Russell and the Session of Stobo to meet 
the Presbytery next day. 

17M, Jonnary 26, Letter rud from Mr 
David ' Williamson deoiring the Presbytery to 
Acquaint such relicts and children of deceased 
Presbyterian Ministers as lived within the 
Bounds, and had right to the Bishops' Jtents 
for the year '90, to come into Edinbu^h and 
receive their share. The Presbytery did not 
know of any such within their own IJounda. 

VisiTAiiON OF Stobo. 

1704, Februa^ 23, All the Brethren 
prawnt ezoept Mi Coopei. Mr RusseU 
preached on 1 Sam. 3 and 2. Approven. 
The Minister had no complaint as to the 
Herilors, Elders, and people of the parish. 
They in turn were weU pleased with the 



of the relict of the deceased Hr RoBaell. he 
is appointed to purchase it from her, or get 
«n Extract by other ways. The Hinisier 
And Session recommended to deal with the 
heritors in order to a settled salary for a 
Sohoolmoster, And recommended to ths 



Laird of Horsburgh for the Earl of March 
and to Mr Leishman for the Laird of Stan- 
hope that they would reprc'^enC to these 
heritors the want of a salary for a School- 
master in Stobo, and desire them to give a 
settlement for one. 

Horsburgh and Mr Leishman in name of 
these heritors desired a Visitation of the 
Sirk and Manse, these now being repaired. 
The Minister also declared his willugneas 
tiiereto. Accordingly they presented 
William Hislop, wnght and mason in 
Peebles, ns a workman chosen liy both 
parties, with whom both were satisfied. He 
was ordered to inspect both Kirk and Manse 
and report as to their sustiaeocy, and Ihe 
valuation of the mausa on oath. 

Anent the difference between the Session 
Mid Mrs Kussell, the Session craved dalaj 
till next meeting as some of the elders heard 
the letter from the tutors read now only for 
the first time. Granted. 

170i. February 23. William Hislop gave 
in a Report on the sustinency of the Kirk, 
and what will make the Manse sustinent: — 
As for the Kirk, choir and steeple I can see 
no fault in them. As for the Manse, the 
kitchen is sufficient as it is, except the Sooth 
West "quenrio" (comer) which will take 
six loads of lime and sand, and three days' 
work with one man in service. The rest of 
the rooms are all sustinent except some of 
the walls which want plaster and will take 
ten loads of lime and hair and six days of a 
man with service. Fnr pointjng the whole 
house outaide, and the middle gable, for 
blowing Hie vents, and the cellar within, and 
the stable without, thirty loads of lime 
riddled with sand, and sixteen days' work of 
one man. 

The Born must have three new couples 
with a new roof, the old timber will serve for 
"pans." It might have three dozen spars, 
and the old small timber will serve for 
"upseta." It will take thirty draught of 
clay which will serve for building the walls, 
For the workmanship of the said Bam with 
service will be £20 iScoU. On the other 
side of the paper were the various items, 
lime, whinstune, bewnstone, &c,, ia £1126 
Soots. (" The high house with the Tower" 
is mentioned.) The Presbytery recommended 
to these gentlemen to see to the making up 
of what was wanting in the Manse in order 
to ite being sustinent. 

The Sesuon Book was not ready. 

1704, Match 8. The Session of Stobo 

before givina* an answer to the affiur between 

them and Mrs Russell desired first to speak 

with the three tutors of the children, 

A FlBT iHD ITS Rbasoss. 

1704, Uesf 3. A Committee appointed to 
dMw up ft list of the Causes for the Fast 
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appointed bj Act of the late Qeneral 
Assemblj. 

Tbeee CauBee were: — The Lord's aagec 
evidenced particularly in the unaeaaonable- 
ness of tbe weather in seed time which 
thieatened a dreadful dearth with the lament 
able wars abroad which threaten to overthrow 
and ruin the PiotAstant interest in 
Europe, alon;; with the aaimoeitieB and 
heartburniDgsat home. All these judgments 
are the e^d effects and bitter fruite of our 
heinoua sins, such as grow ignorance of God, 
atheistioal and beretiou grumbles vented and 
discussed amongst ua, the gross immorality 
of all sorts, unclean ness, druDkenneeB, 
oppresaioa and unjust dealing. Sabbath 
breaking, cursing, swearinxi the great slight- 
ing of Christ offered in the Gospel, and 
not receiving of Him in our hearts, and 
walking worthy of Him in our lives and 
conversations. 

The Presbytery in obedience therefore to 
the Act of the General Assembly do sec apart 
May 24 as a Fast throughout all the parishes 
of the Presbytery. 

Anotheb Fier. 



General Assembly anent Popery:— It men- 
tions the distressed state of divers of the 
Reformed Churches and the peril of the reet, 
the abounding ignorance and profaneness and 
condemning of religion, nnd the woeful 
indifference amongst all sorts of peo^e; the 
present restless endeavours of Romish 
emissaries and agents, along with the growth 
of Popery thereupon; the lamentable ant- 
moeities and divisions in the nation; the 
avowed dissatisfaction of t^X) many for the 
late glorious and happy Revolution— a mercy 
never to be forgotten, Jt having b^n the 
great means of our delivery from Popery and 
arbitrary power, and the unaccountable 
security there is, notwithstanding all these 
evidences of Divine displeasure. 

The Bietbren are exhorted to shew 
wisdom, zeal, and course, and are reminded 
of the Acts of the General Assembly anent 
Popery, specially Act 8 of the General 
Assembly 1694. In their sermons they are 
to refer to the pernicious heresies, idoL^riea, 
and superstitions of the Romish Church; 
and n-am their congregations of the great 

Eril we are in of being overrun with Popory. 
their private and public prayers they are 
to supplicate God to save us from Popery, 
and that God would bless and signally 
preserve our Protestant Queen, and counten- 
ance her arms against the French King who 
would obtrude a Popish Sovereign upon us, 
to the ruin of our religiou and civil liberty. 
Also that we be preserved from having a 
Popish Successor on the Throne, and always 
have a Protestant Sovereign. 



> be obeerved therefore as a 
Day of Fasting, Humiliation, and Prayer. 

1703, May 17. This day to be observed 
as a N>lemn Day of Fsstiog and Humiliation 
within the Bounds. 

1706. September 12. William Yeitch, a 

eior gentlemen, recommended to all the- 
irk Sessions for charity. 

1706, November 28. Mra Thomson, 
widow of a former Minister of Stobo 
(Epbcopal); still receiving support from the 
Ministers, 

1706, December 26. A Sentence of 
Excommunioation on two persons to be read 
from all the pulpits within the Bounds. 

The Bursar's fees to be duly collected and 
given to him. 

The Collections for John Thomson, a slave 
in Algiers, to be gathered and sent to 
Archibald Wallace, merchant in Edinburgh. 

1706, January 23. Chaplains, Governors, 
Ped^fogues, and Schoolmasters within the 
Bounds are all to sign the Confession of 
Faith according to the Act of Assembly 
1700. 

1706. June 20. Charitable Sujiply for Mr 
John ConstKntine to be gathered in from all 
the Ministers. 

1706, July 24. The following Collections 
to be gathered in and remitted :— that for 
Bridge of Dee, the Harbour of Irvine, the 
Hnrlmur of Eyemouth, also for Duncan 
Caasie, and the children of the deceased Mr 
Walter Ross; also the fees for the Presby- 
tery Biursar; also those for the Synod 

nOi, October 24, Wednesday next to be 
appointed as a day of Humiliation and 

1707, January 1. The Ministers to meet 



conform to the recommendation of the Com- 
mission of the General Assembly. 

The J^linister of Stoho to send one half of 
the Centesima which amounts for this 
Presbytery to £17 6s to the Clerk of the 
Commission towards the expenses of sending 
preachers to the North to deal with those 
aeduoed, and those ever ready to be seduoed 
to Popery. 

The Ministers also to preach against 
immorality and profanity, and to use preach- 
ing and ecclesiastical censures in dealing 
with those who separate from the Communion 
of the Church, and such other means as will 
lead to their recovery. Ministers also are 
to use all means to repress idolatrous customs 
and superstition, and to apply to the Magis- 
trates to put in force the laws suainst them. 
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1707, June 26. As the Synod Bunac U 
decMaed. his mother to receive his fees tiU 
Wbiteundsr. 

1707. Treaty of the Onion of the Parlia- 
ments of Scotland and Kngland paaavd. In 
the following jear it was proposed that the 
fitat member be Colonel George Douglas, 
brother uf the Karl it Morton; he stanainji 
by the Church and State, serving {('^^i^ *i>3 
walking by instruotionB. 

1708, Easter Hymn is one of the sacred 
tunes of this year: also Lyra Davidioa. 



170S, February 26. Regarding the jiarish 
of Linton desiring Mr Bussell from Stobo: — 
Mr Russell stated hia strong averaion to 
going to Linton; but the dity being far spent 
it was put to the vote. Proceed or Delay 
bll nexl meeting? and was carried Delay. 

1708, October 20. A Letter from the 
Commission of the Qeneral Assembly was 
readr^arding — {l)The Preabytery's sending 
in every half year a lint of Papists within the 
Bounds. (2) That the Proclamatioa for 
encouraging piety and virtue and punishii^ 
vice und ini morality be read from th^ pulpita 
of all the Churches. (8) That aU those who 
have intruded into Cliurches he cited before 
Uie Presbytery. (4) lliat the Presbytery 
take action with schismatical meetings 
within their Bounds. (5) That the design 
of propagating Christian knowledge and of 
Tisitin){ Charity Schools be read from the 
pulpili. 
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1709, February 23. Ttta Presbytery con- 
aiderint; the several Fasts and Thanksgivings 
utpointed by Ber Maje|Bty's Council, without 
the advice of the National Church, or the 
Judicatures thereof, and that this may be of 
dan[;erouB consequence to the National 
Church, do therefore ap[ioint their Com- 
misaionoTs to move to the Qeneral 
Assembly that some efiectaal method may be 
taken by the Assembly for procoring of a 
correapondenoy between Ber Majesty and 
this Church in matters of that nature as hath 
been the laudable practice of this National 
Gborch, and that there may be some 
Judicatory to which the Church may apply ih 
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1700. June 2. Letter read from the LoiS 
Provost of Edinburgh asking for a Collection 
on behalf of those who soff^ed by the great 
Fire at the bead of the Canongate on No- 
yember 2S, 1708. Also Letters patent from 
the Queen to be read publidy appointing the 
said Cullection. 



All the Ministera have read the Act of the 
General Assembly appointing a Fast; and 
another against Bowing in Worship. 

1709, June 16. Each Minister with oon- 
currence uf hia Kirk Session is to use all 
diligence to notninata and get settled in 
every parish a Session-Bailiff for putting 
into execution the law against immoralities. 

1709, August 31. Letters received from 
the Commission of the General Assembly on 
various subjects, including Innovations in 
Divine Service, granting Bursariea for 
Gaelic studente, the eBt'blishing of schools 
in every parish, the repairing of Kirks and 
Manses, deaignini; ot glebes, employing 
vBcmt stipends, etc. 

1710, June 29. Fast to be observed by 
order of the General Assembly and by 
Proclamtitlon ot the Queen. 

1? 1 0, November 22. Several oontributions 
given to poor men, also women. 

1711, Januaiy 8. A Fast and Day of 
Humiliaticn appointed by the Commisaion of 
the General Assembly, on February 14. 

1712, January 28. The proportion payable 
by Stobo to the Synod Bur-'Or is now fixed 
at £1 per annum for (he Synud Bursar; utd 
£3 15s. for the Presbytery Uursar annually. 



ToLBBATJoic Aci: AHD Rkotokatiok or 
PaTttonaaB. 

1712. The above two important pieces of 
legislation were passed in this year. By the 
Toleration Act it was permitted to the Epis- 
copalians to meet and worship in their own 
manner provided that their Clergy were 
ordained by Protestant Bishops, that they 
took the Oath ot Allegiance and Abjuration 
of the Exiled Stuarts, and that their assem- 
blies were not held with closed doors. It 
repealed the Act against Baptisms and 
Harriagee by Epiacopolian prieets. 

The andent powers erf the Ohnroh at 
Scotland were also curtailed by this Act, 
because it provided that no Cii^ penalties 
were to follow Ecclesiastical Excommunica- 
tion, which was henceforth to effect the soul 
oi the culprit alone and not his body. 

The Bestoration of Patronage was a most 
unfortunate Act, as to this calamitous iitep 
may be tr^ed almost all the disputes and 
most of the secessions that have distracted 
the Church from that time down to the 
present da.v. By this A6t, the Pri'sentation 
to a vacant Binetico was restored Into the 
hands of the t'airon; it was biken out of the 
hands of the 'Elders and the people. Pat- 
ronage was not finally abolished until 1874. 
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The follotriti}; ftliatraot shews the phMes 
through whioh Patronage has paaaed id tha 
Scottish Chiifch: — 

After the Reformation Patrunoge was 
made legal by Act of ParliBment in 1567, 
aithouich the First Book of Discipline had 
given the appointment to Congregations. 

In 1592 when Pres'iftery wits re-estab- 
lished. Patronage iras anntinuetl. 

In 1610 (when Epiacopscy was viotoriouB.) 
Patrons were instructed to direct their 
invsentationa to the Bishop. 

In 1638 c&me the Covennnting Assembly 
when Episcopacy was overturned (Jenny 
Oeddas.) Patrms were very little consulted 
and the Church took into her own liande the 
Settlement of her Ministers. 

In 164)1 Patronage was abolished by law; 
the Kirk Session was to elect the Minist«r 
who was to be approved by the Congregation. 
In 1660, Episcopitcy wns restored; the Res- 
cissory Act cut out all the ecclesiastical 
l^ialetion of the previous twenty-seven 

n:s; Patronage was restored; those who 
entered the Ministry under the Act of 
1649 were expelled. 

In 1688 Presbytery was a^o established. 
In 1690 King William grudj^ingly consented 
to the Abolition of Patronoife; the patrons 
were to receive each six hundred tnetks for 
their renunciation. In 1718 Patronage was 
restored by Act of Parliament in April; and 
sanctioned by the General Assemliy in Alay. 

The Church at this time was divided into 
Juronts and Nun-jurants: — those who 
«)proved of the Oath abjuring the House of 
Stuart, and those who disapproved this 
Oath. 

For five years the animosities between 
those two parties were very keen; but a 
change in the law five years later, effected 
raooncilliition. 

1713, January 28. 'Ihe Moderator this 
day preached at the desire of the Preabjtery, 
There being no Exercise and Addition this 
day on account of the abaeuce of Mr William 
Ruasell of Stobo. 

The Moderator reported that Mr Walker 
and he went to the Slipperfield the 3Ist of 
this inst. , to have conversed with Mr Will 
BuBsell anent his absence from the Presby- 
tery. But found him not at home. 

.presbytery appoints Mr Alex. Walker lo 
have Bxarcise and Addition on Ephes. 5 and 
18 uainet the next meeting, in regard that 
Mr Will Russell has been several days absent 
and was appointed to have Exercise and 
Addition which was intimated to him and 
jet not comic^ to the Preebytery, neither 
■sodrng any excuse. 



1713, February 26. Causes for holding a 
Fast: — Ignorance, profanity, schism, error, 
division, the growth of Popery, and unFiuit- 
fuliiess under, and contempt of the gospel, 
and gospel ordinnnces with the contempt of 
Church discipline, the mocking and ridicul- 
ing the great truths of Christianity; for 
which the Lord hath testified His anger and 
displeasure against us, in his judgments of 
sickness and mortality in many places of this 
Nation, and rebukes from God on this sinful 
and back-sUddeu land, in unconstant and 
unseasonable weather for some time past, 
and in the great eneroaohmente made upon 
the privileges of this National Church, and 
many other dangers wherewith we are 
threatened. 'I'herefore the Presbytery fixes 
a Day of Fasting and Humiliation for all the 
congreijations within their Bounds on the 
4th of March. Especially for our Protestant 
Queen and Religion, and Successinn in the 
lUusti-ioun House of Hanover; for seasonable 
weather, etc. 



1713, April 21. Mr Will RusseU present 

after many months' absence. 

Mr Will Higgins absent; bnt the Presby- 
tery understood from sotne of the Brethren 
that his circumstances were such that ha 
could not attend. 

1713, May 20. Receipt granted by the 
Presbyteiy Bursar for £3 15b. Scots being 
the proportion payable by Stobo toward hia 
Bursary. 

The Synod Buiaw has also received his 
proportion from Stobo. 

1713, May 20. Stobo contributed toward 
the sufferers by fire in the Canongate, the 
sum of £2 78. Scote. 

Also £7 Scot: toward the Society for 
Propngating Christian Knowledge. 

1713, May 20. The Presbytery finding 
that Mr Will Russell hath been absent a 
onsiderable time from the Presbytery, and 
that his absence was on account of the Oath 
of Abjuration. The Presbytery inclining to 
be tender of theii reverend brother thought 
fit not to dip into that matter considering 
the present state of aEbirs. 



Mr Robert-ion had Exercise and Addition 
on fCphes. 6 and 20 and was appioven. 

Mr Will Russell to have it nest time on 
Ephes. 6 and 21; and the Clerk to inform 

1713, AUKUSt 19. Mr WiU Russell had 
Exercise and Addition on Ephes. 5 and 21 
which was approven. 
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Mr Will Ui?gine to have it nest roeetdng 
from Epboii 5 ftod 22. 

1713, December 23. Mr Will Rusoell gave 
reMoDB whj he had not Etdministered the 
Ijacrament of the Lord's Supper in his 
pRiiah, which irete austaiaed. 

1714, January 27. Coatribution desired 
towarde defrajing the eipeoBes of Mr John 
Keith and other Hinistera in Orknej and 
Caithness, who were maliciously prosecuted 
t^ the Justicea of Peace there, Wore the 
mgh Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh. 

1714, February 24. It is reported by the 
Presbytery that there ore hut three schoola 
within their Boundn having a loKal salary. 
Also that the quota payable to the Presbytery 
Barsar of Peebles and Biggar is £60 Scots; 
and that he is ignorant of the Gaelic 
language. 

1714, June 22. AH the Ministers mode a 
collection for John Law who was burned 

The Miniaten also danrad to give oontri- 
butions toward the expensefl of coramencii^ 
Lawsuits before the High Court of Justiciary 
for putting a stop to the many illegal 
intrusions into the Church. 

1714, September 8. Oontributiona desired 
t<x a Minister's daughter. 

1714, September 8. No Exeroiae and 
Addition this day as Mr Will Russell was 
absent who was to have had it. Continnea 
the appointment on him. 



1714, September 8, Reference from the 
Preahyterjr of Biggar to the effect that a 
woman who had gone off some .time t^ with 
B man in Happrew (Stobo) was returned to 
Vbeix Bounds, and asking that they be 
informed if the man returns to the Bounds 
of the Fresbytery of Peebles. The Brethren 
appointed to inform the Preebytery of Bi^ar 
if the man returned. He in said to have 
given the woman a line acknowledging 
paternity of her child which is to be seen in 
the hands of Mr Simpson of Bronghton. 

1714, October IS. Qneationa asked at 
Parochial VimUtaons by the Presbytery:— 

Questions to the Minister: — 

Was this visitation timeouely intimated to 
all concerned 1 Is there a duly oonstitu'ed 
Kirk Session in this parish ? Do the mem- 
bers duly attend the diets of the same 1 Do 
they assist you in the administration of 
discipline? 

Have the Elders a circnmspect walk in 
thwr families ? and before tiie people I Do 
ttiey oontribute to your assistance in sup- 
piwsing vioe^and immorality I and have all 



of them subscribed the Confession of Faith } 
Have you any grievance to represent 1 

To the Elders:— 

Hath your Minister a conversation as 
becomes the gospel ? Does he preach sound 
and edifying doctrines so far as you under- 
stand ? Is he diligent in the exercise of his 
ministerial work, viz: — in preaching, in 
administratiun of the Sacraments, catechis- 
ing, visiting families, and the sick when 
caUedl 

To the Minister and Elders: — 

Does the body of the people duly attend 
upon Giospel ordinances I Do they subject 
tberoselvea to admonitions, reproofs, and 
the exercise of discipline 1 Are there aay 
scandals or errors appearing among them ? 

To Ministers, Heritors, Klders, and Heads 
of families:- 

Are the Proceedings of the Kirk Session 
recorded in a Book ? Are there Collections 
for the poor ? and distributions thereof by 
the Kirk Session 1 

Are there any Mortifications ? how are 
they secured ? 

Enquiry also to be made anent the Csbric 
of the Church, the churchyard, dykes, Com- 
muuion Oups, Cloths, Ministers, Manse and 
Glebe, Stipend, Decreet of Locality, how 
Communion Elements are provided, School- 
master, also his salary, the Sessioa CSerk, 
and Precentor, 

Ktkq Oborox I. . 

1714, Ck^ber 13. Loyal Address of Con- 
gratulation by the Presbytery to His Majesty 
King George I upon hu Accession to the 
throne of the United Kingdom. 

1716, January 20. National l^tank^ving 
to be celebrated this day for the King's 
Aooession to the throne. This by Act of 
the Commission of the General Assembly, 
also by Proclamation of the King. 

1716, May 2S. Stobo contributed £2 8a. 
Soots towonls defraying the charges of some 
public lawsuits wherein the Church was 
eoncemed. 

171K. November 16. The seasonable 
admonition in reepect to the present un- 
natural Rebellion was read to all the 
congregations. 

1716, November 16. Mr Will Russell 
gave excuse tor his former frequent absenoe, 
which the Presbytery noi being satisfied 
with, appoints the Moderator in their name 
to exhort him to punctual attendance on the 
Presbytery in future. 

Thb Futxik. 

1716, Christmas Day, On thia day tke 
eldest son of the exiled James VII Iwded »t 
Peterhead in his abortive attempt to recovn 
the throne bx his Father. 
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On the 36th December of the same jear 
there died Principal William CarBtares who 
throughout his long life had been the Htaunoh 
defendsr of the Church of Scotland; be was 
also the great friend of King William III. 

1716, February I. A Faat to be observed 
within the Bounds for causes similar to those 
formerly — sin, superstition, contamjit, tem- 
pestuous weather, also the destroying sword 
among the people, etc., to be observed on 
the lUth. 

1716, April 11. The Presbyteiy agree 
upon the following Overtures to send up to 
the General Auembly: — Aoent aome deliver- 
ance from the unsupportable grievances the 
Church labours under bj reason of Patronage 
and Toleration. Also anent havii^ Bchools 
in every parish. Hiat the Assembly appoint 
a Thanksgiving for the fHilure of the late 
Bebellion whicD was got up by the Popish 
party; also on account of the favourable 
seedtime. And that steps be taken to 
prevent Popiah Noblemen from having their 
children educat«d by Popish governors. 

The Moderator and Mr Cooper to converse 
with the OountesB of March nnent the 
obtaining a legal Salary to a schoolmaster in 
Stobo; and Mr Walker (Kirkurd), to 



join with Mr Walker 
mereiu. 

1716, May 23. The Moderator and Mr 
Russell (StoW), to converse with the heritora 
of Traquair and Innerleithen anent a legal 
Salary to a achoolmastar in both of these 
pahshea. 

1716, May S3. Stoho eontributed to the 
Society for Propagatjog Christian Knowledge 
ihe sum of £12 ISa Scots. 

SCHDOLMARTES. 

1716, June 2L The Committee who con- 
versed with the Countess of March and the 
factor for Stanhope reported that they were 
ready to concur in a salary for a schoolmaater 
in Stobo. 

1716, July II. Collections for the Bridge 
of Strome to be brought in. 

SlBBATB-BilEASaBS. 

I7I6, July U. Reference from the 
Session of Stobo to the effect that on Lord's 
day the seventeenth day of June last in a 
house in Stobo, James Smith, one of the 
EldeiB. and James Smith hU son, and Will 
Cummiue, smith, hod shocd » burse. These 
biid compeared l>efore the Session and 
acknowledged that Will Cummiue hci on the 
ahoe, and James Smith, elJer, g;ive the shoe, 
and James Smith the son held Up the horse's 
foot. 

Tile yoiinger Smith aud Will Cumiiiine 
compeared before the Presbytery, but ISinith 



the father, one of the ddurs, did not o 



e; 



The other two confessed and i 



judicially rebuked for profanation of the 
Lord's day, and to be also pubUcly rebuked 
before the csngregation of Stobo. 

James Smith the E!1der to l>o summoaed 
to next meeting of Presbytery. 

1716, August 15. Mr Russell of Stobo 
report«d that the two Sabbath- breakers in 
his parish had been rebuked before the 
congregation. But that Smith, one of the 
Elders, bod not compeared. Re was called, 
but did not compear before the Presbytery. 
To be cited for the second time. 

1716, October 10. No sermon this dwy on 
account of the slorminess of the weather. 

The Presbytery appoints the Moderator 
and Clerk to answer the reasons of apped 
made last day by Mr Russtll of Stobo. 

LlHSlIR EXOOMMUNICAIIOII. i 

1716, October 10. Mr Russell of Stobo 
reported that hi-< Elder, James Smith, had 
been summoned for the third time. He 
failed to compear. And Mr RusSfU wm 
ordered to declare him Contumacious: also to 
depose him frnm the Eldership; and to 
intimate the Sentence of leaser Exoommani- 
cation aijiinat him. 

1716, October 10. A protest was given in 
in aame of Wjllinro, E>irl of March agiiinst 
Mr Etussell, Minister of Stubo, Mr Gray of 
Innerleithen, nud Mr Livingstone of Tra- 
quair, who had all protested agaln.it thd 
Presbytery proceeding with the Trials of Mr 
John Hay the Presentee to Peebles. Those 
three Ministers hnd been allowed to sit, aet^ 
and vote, and that with great heat, in t^e 
matter of Mr Hay's Triija, although they 
had protested as stated. The Presbytery 
found that the three Ministers had not 

Srotested, but only dissentod. And how 
ic those dissents militated against the 
sitting, acting, voting, of those three Mior 
isters, the I'reatiytery referred to the Synod 
to decide. This Mr .John Hay had been 
presented to Peebles by the Karl of March 
in 1713; but beins opposed by the Magis- 
trates and others, he was ordained only in 
June 1717. Although his youth was stated 
as the principal objection, he being actuallj 
aged thirty-three — the real objection prob- 
ably was that Mr Hay happened to be the 
first Preaeotee within the Bounds, after the 
Restoration of Patronage which deprived tho 
congregation of the power of electing their 
own Minister. 

SCBOOLMABTBB. 

1716 October 11. The Presbytery havin? 
form-rly received report that the heritors of 
Stobo wete rendy to concur in obtaining a 
legal salitry for a sclioolmasti-r in that )>ariah, 
the Vi'Mbytery appdnt their next meeting 
on the third Wednesday of November and 



cnyCoOl^lc 



Si'OBO CHURCH.— 'Pr«6ytorumtm 



ScBoouiuraB. 

1716 October 11. The Pxmifjtorj btmm 
formerly received report that the heritois of 
Stobo were revly to ooncur in Dbtaimn^ a 
legal salary for a Bchoolmaster in that pansh, 
the Presbj^ry ttppnint their next meetiDs 
<m the. third Wedneadaj of November and 
Mpointe Mr Bussell of ^tobo to acquaint 
aU eoDcemed to be present to meet the 
PrsBbytery that day. 

Also appoints a meeting immediately after 
the first sederunt of the Synod. And the 
last day of this month for prayer and privy 



Vacijra SnPBim. 

1716, October II. As Stobo was vacant 
from Uartinmas 1699 to Martinmab 1700 the 
Presbytery apply to the Patron for an 
account of the pioua uses to which the 
" vacant stipend was applied. 

A poor woman in Stobo recommended to 
til the Kirk Seesjons for supply in her 
atraightened circumetsiioes. 

1716, October 31. End of this Volume of 
' Pre8byt«ry Records, 

1716, November 6. Beginning of a new 
Volume of the Presbytery Records of 
Peebles. It enda on June 23, 1726. 

1716, November 31. No Exercise and 
Addition this day, in regard that Mr John 
Hay had a Commonhead to deliver, and the 
day being short. 

A ScHooi FOE Stobo. 

The Moderator having narrated the design 
of the Presbytery meetii^'in this place, viz., 
to meet with the heritors and parishioners of 
Stobo in order U> the erection of a "leesl 
•chool" in this place, Mr Rnseelt the Min- 
ister stated thatproper intimation had been 
dnly made. Whereupon the Heritors of 
Stobo were thrice called at the mont patent 
<toor of the Church; but none compeared. 

The parishioners being next called, eleven 
oompeared, who all declared their willingness 
and readiness to concur for their proportions 
in order to the obtaining a legal salarie for a 
flchoolmaater in this place. 

The Presbytery then appointed Hr Walker 
of Kirkurd t^ wait upon the Caunteaa of 
March, and on Mr Murray, factor for young 
Stanhope, heritors of this pariah, and repre- 
sent to them the necessity for a legal salarie 
for a School in Stoho, and that the Presby- 
tery found the tenants and heads of famiUes 
who compeared willing to contribute there- 
onto for their ttart, and expects as much 
readiness from the heritors tbeiein. And to 
leeommend to them to concur and stent 
themselves to the end aforesaid before next 
Presbyterr in order that the Fre8hyt«ry may 
not be obuged to take the next I^al method 
of settling a School there in terms of law. 



T'bi School. 
' 1716, . Dacembw 26. The, .Moderator 
having been at Edinbu^h went to have 
waited upon the Countess of March as 
appointed, anent. the. School of, Stobo onoe 
and again, but her Ladyship being throng 
with company he had not access to her, 
and could wait no inneer, being obliged to go 
out of town. He likewise made enquiry 
anent Mr Murray, factor for young Stanhope, 
to have discoursed him on the same busioess, 
but understood that he was neither qt 
Edinbui^h nor BrouKhton where be ordin- 
arily resides when in the County, and so had 
no occasion to meet with him. 

The Moderator and Mr Mitchell of Manor 
to wait again upon the Oountess of March 
and young Stanhope if be be returned home, 
and lay the affair of Stobo School before 
them again so that they may do something 
before next Preabytery, no that the Presby- 
tery may be prevented from taking some 
other method. 

1717, February 27. Receipt from the 
Synod Bursar for the sum of £11 lOs. 4A. 
from the Presbytery of Peebles as the 
proportion of that Presbytery, from Whit- 
sunday 1715 to Whitsunday 1716, exoludii^ 
vacancies, vis., Peebles. 

1717, March 32. A Fast t» be faeld in all 
the Congregations. 

SoeooL. 

1717, March 27. Notwithstanding the 
frequent appointmeats to discourse the 
Countess of March and young Stanhope 
anent a School at Stobo, yet there is nothing 
done therein. Appoints Mr Mitchell of 
Manor, and Mr Goopter, lat« of Traquair, to 
speak to the Countess thereanent; and Mr 
Wallace of Drumelsier with young Stanhope, 
and to represent to them that if they do not 
something effectually before next Preabytery 
they will De obliged to proceed to the next 
le^l step. 

1717, April 10. The Ministers drew up 
certain Overtures for presenting to the 
General Assembly, among which were — That 
the Church fall upon some effectual method 
^hereby none be settled in this Church 
without a popular Call. 

R^arding the case of heresy against 
Professor Simpson of Glasgow University, 
the Ministers considered that he ought to be 
required to sign the Confession of Faith as if 
for the first time. 

They also considered that some effectual 

method be taken of Suppressing the irregular 

practices of those who were once "of our 

Conimunion, but are now separate." 

SCBOOL. 

1717, April. 10. Mr Mitchell of Msqoc 
had gone alone to the Countess of March 



yGooi^k 



STOBO CHURCH— iVwiytori 



. wiUi her Lw^ship aoent the 
School at Stobo; aJao as to the vacant 
Stipends. The Coimtem had undertaken to 
ocoicur with young Stanhope at theii first 
oonveniencf of meeting and stent themselves 
lor a School at Stobo. 

Mr Wallace of Dmmelzier likewise made 
the same report from young Stanhope anent 
the School of Stobo. 



1717| May 22. Considetina that the affair 
of the School of Stobo has lain long over 



Mr Walkffl. 
Manor, to converse with the Countess of 
Ma.ch, and Mr Wallace of Drumelzier with 
young Stanhope before they take any othar 
course therewith, and report. 
Poob'b Mohet. 

1717, June 26. The Presbytery is not 
satisfied with cenain applications of the 
poor's money, such aa the paying for the 
building of Churchyard dykes, and recom- 
mends that it be reimbursed. 
School. 

1717, July 3. Mr Walker, Kirkurd, and 
Ur Mitchell, Manor, had waited upon the 
Gotmtess of March and discoursed her Lady- 
ship anent a salary for the School of Stobo, 
who said for her share she was ready to 
concur with others that had a greater interest 
in the parish of Stobo than the Earl of 
March had. 

School. 

1717, July 31. Mr Wallace of Drumelzier 
reported that he had spuken with young 
Murray of Stanhope anent a School for 
Stobo, who said that he was going to 
Ijondon, to be abxent for about six weeks; 
hut that on his return he would with ail 
oonveniency see the Earl of March and not 
be wanting on his part to get a salary for the 
School of Stobo. 

1717, October 2, No Exercise and Addi- 
tion in regard of the harvest. Appoints Ur 
Russell of IStobo to be in readiness against 
next Presbytery to deliver the Exercise and 
Addition formerly appointed; he having 
recovered his health. 

Mr Wallace of Drumelder to wait upon 
Hurray of Stanhope to know what he hath 
done anent the School of Stobo. 

1717, Uctober 30. Collections to be made 
" for buying books to the H^hland boys." 

The Poob's Moket. 

1718, January 8. A Representation for 
Mis Buasell to the Presbytery of Peebles 
was given in by Mr Robertson, Eddlestone, 



to the effect following: — That wheroas Bfr 
William Russell, Minister at Stobo at 
present, alleged that her deceased husband, 
the late Mr William Russell, Isto Minister 
of Stobo, was debitor to the poor of the said 
parish in the sum of £80 Scots, for which 
she saw no writton instruction. But that 
she having searched among her husband's 
papers found an account written with his 
hand owning that £30 Scots for the use of 
the poor was paid into his custody, and her 
lato husband charged himself with £24 Scots 
more, but discharged himself of £19 Scots 
theieof, for several uses by him speciSed, 
and she offered to pay the balance which the 
said Mr Russell, present Minister of Stobo, 
and his Elders refused several years ^o. 
And she being desirous to clear her 
husband's memory and to do justice to the 
poor of Stobo, did therefore humbly entreat 
that the Kresbytery would interpose with 
the Minister and Kirk Seaaion of Stobo, to 
take £30 Scots which is all she alleges is due, 
which she is ready to pay, on the Session's 
giving her a free discharge. The I'resbytery 
desired Mr Kussell to advertise his Session 
to be present naiX Presbytory day to hear 
the said representation. 

1718, February 12. Mr Wallace, Drum- 
elzier, reported that he had spoken to Mr 
Murray anent the School uf Stobo, who 
promised to do therein whatever the Earl of 
March did. 

1718, February 12. The Presbytery con- 
sidering the representation of Mrs Russell, 
relict of the late Mr Russell, Minister of 
Stobo, neither Mr Russell nor any member 
of his Session were present this day. 
The Presbytery appointed a Committee — 
Messrs Walker, Kirkurd; Mitchell, Manor; 
Robertson, Eddlestone; Wallace, Drumel- 
zier; and Cooper, late Traquair; to 
meet at Stobo Church on the first 
Wednesday of March, and discourse with 
the Minister and Elders, and with such aa 
were Elders when the late Mr Russell died, 
in order to accommodiite this affair, and to 
do everything relative thereto and to report 
their diligeace. The clerk to acquaint Ur 
Russell with the time that the Committee 
are to meet at Stobo, and to require him to 
advertise both his present and the former 
Blders to attend the said meeting in order 
to give light in this affiur. 

1718, 19th March. Ur Russell, Stobo, 
had Exercise and Addition on Ephes. vi and 
9, and was approven. 

Mr Robert Laing, probationer, to have it 
next Presbytery on Ephes. vi and 12. 
Thb Poob'b Money. 

1718, March 19. The Committee 
appointed to meet at Stobo gave in their 
report in writing bearing that all th« 
members met as appointed, and boing 
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formftlly constituted, read the Appointment 
of the Preabytery fur their meeting, and Hr 
Str William Kussell, the Minister being 
enquirad if he had itdvertiaed the present 
and former ESders to attend the meeting;, 
uiawerad that he had done it; and the said 
Elders bting ooUed, compeared Jamea 
Hodge, John Koble, James Falconer, present 
Elders; William Stewart, Alex. Russell, 
William Noble, James Smith, formerly 
Eldem. 

The Committee proceeded to read the 
Representation from MrH Buaaell and there- 
after required the Session Books to be laid 
before them in order to their proceeding 
more distinctly in this business. Which Mr 
Russell shifted to produce, and quesDioued 
the Committee's power to re<|uire the said 
Books, and further anid the Representation 
read being » libel, thej must have it to see 

Mr Ruseell >ind the present Eldeia )>eing 
removed, and the Committi'e considering Mr 
Russell's answer, and not being satisfied that 
he should chU in question their power, 
especially considering that he acknowled)i[ad 
receiving the order of the Presbytery anent 
their meeting this day, were still of opinion 
that Mr Russell should produce the Session 
registers before the Committee to give light 
in this matter. Did again call in Mr Rusaell 
and hia Elders uid required him to produce 
the ijession registers. Which he still refused 
to do and offered to dictate an answer to 
their clerk. But he being desired first to 
answer by word of mouth, he declined to 
answer unless he first dictated to the Clerk, 
and said the Presbytery of Peebles were not 
iu(^ea of money matters in the Seasiou of 
Stebo. 

Whereupon the Committee desired him to 
answer by word of mouth or by writ under 
his hand; upon which he and his Elders 
removed. 

Then the Committee proceeded to enquira 
at the former Elders what they knew in this 

They answered that the two Sums in Mrs 
Russell's representation consisted with their 
memories; but could give no further dear- 
neM in the matter. Only William Noble 
and James Smith said that they remembered 
on the Monday after the last Communion at 
Stobo, at a Conference' they had with Mr 
Mitchell, Manor, and Mr Wallace, Drum- 
elzier, they were willing to take £36 6s. 8d. 
Scots if their Minister was satisfied. But 
he oomine in absolutely refused the same. 
As also ^ez. Russell then Box master said 
that he believed that it might be an over- 
sight that the sum charged sgainat the lata 
Hr Will Russell was twice set down the 
aune in the Session Book. 



And William Stewart added that the poor'* 
money was perished for want of its interest 
for BO many years. 

Ur Russell and his Elders returned and. 
gave in their answer in writing: — 

1718, March 6. "After prayer Session met 
to give an.twer to the reverend Committee's 
requiring Session-book unanimously ^reed 
on the following answer— Thiit in regard 
that the Committee is appointed te meet 
with the Miiiia<er8 and klders of btobo, 
anent Mrs Russell's Representation, »nd in 
regard that Mrs Russell's representation is 
now read in our hearing, the Session desires 
a sight of that representation, that they may 
see and answer the same as is most just. 
And this being formerly desired by our 
Minister md nut sranted by the Committee, 
we cannot see that justice is done us in 
requiring the Session book, especially when 
it does nut appear to us, whether by the 
advertisement given our Minister, or by the 
Minutes of the Presbytery that the reverend 
Committee is constitute judges of this 
matter, it being n money matter, nor can 
any man make it appear that ever the 
Minister or any of as shifted this matter, 
these sixteen years; but clear evidences can 
be produced to the contrary in due time. 
Ana therefore we peremptorily insist that a 
sight of the said Representntioa may be 
allowed us acoording to justice. William 
Russell, Minister; James ^dge, elder; John 
Noble, elder. 

The Committee found that they could 
proceed no further till the matter came 
before the Presbytery. 

Which report of the Committee being read, 
the Committee was removed, and the Presby- 
tery considering the same do hereby approve 
of their conduct. And the Committee being 
called in, the approbation of the Presbytery 
was intimated to them. 

A motion being made that Mr William 
Russell. Stobo, should be removed till the 
Presbytery judged of his carringe to the 
Committee at Stobo the Moderator desired 
him to remove, and he declining to do it, it 
was put to the vote whether Mr Russell 
should remove or not ? And it carried by 
plurality of votes that he should remove. 
Whereupon the Moderator desired him again. 
to remove, which he refused l« do, and gdva 
the fiiUowing answer:— That in re^d he is 
neither summoned to this reverend Presby- 
tery nor any of the Elders who gave in the 
aforesaid answer to the reverend Committee, 
who are the whole Session, and have sub- 
scribed the same, he cannot be removed 
alone, until the Elders and he be legally 
present, especially seeing the reverend Com- 
mittee who are present, and have judged in 
this affiur, and are the plurality of the- 
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Presbytery Ate not ordered to remove, who 
'Certainly cannot judge twice in one cause. 

The Presbytery delsjH consideration of Mr 
RuBeell'a answer to their Det:C meeting and 
pijremptorily requires Mr Rusaell to pcoduM 
any Session register which has relation to 
Hra Russell's ^air at their next meetingi 
and this was judicially intimated to him. 
Mb Russbll Suspbnded. 

1718, April 16, ITie Presbytery now 
taking into their serioif^ consideration Hr 
Russell's refusing to remove, when judio- 
ioualy required, and that his answers were in 
no wpya satisfying, as also being perampwrily 
sppoiuted to produce the Session Tegi8t«r 
this day; neither came, nor sent, and nithall 
consideriDK his unbecoming treatment of the 
Committ«e at Stobo, upon all which the 
Presbytery considered his conduct censur- 
able. And it bein^ put to the vote Proceed 
or Delay 1 it carried Proceed. And the 
<iuestion bein^ put. Suspend or Rebuke 
only ? it earned by plurality of vot«a 
Suspend. And the Presbjtory accordingly 
suspend Mr ttusaell, Minister of Stobo, from 
the exercise of his Ministerial office until he 
make a|^]icatiou to the Prest^tery and give 
satisfaction, and produce the Session regiator. 

And appoints Mr Robert I^ing to iatimato 
iita sentonca of the Presbytery at Stobo, on 
tJie 27th inat., being the Lord's day after 
sermon. 

Letter to be written to Hr finasell 
acquainting him with the sentence of the 
Presbytery. 

1718, April 25. The Moderator repre- 
sented the r^t ttata for calling the Presbytery: 
— viz., that Mr Russell, of Stobo hadapplied 
to hioi for that end and promised to produce 
the Session register, and to give satisfaction 
to the Presbytery, which reasons were 
Bnstained. 

This day Mr William Russell, Stobo, gave 
in a ^tition of which the tonor follows;— 
That It is a matter of j^reat humiliation and 
deep thoughts of heart to me, now in the 
fifty-sixth year of my age, to hear of a 
Suspension passed against roe by my reverend 
brethren of the Presbytery. But seeing that 
there is a happy restriction adserted to your 
Sentence, viz., until I make application and 
give satisfaction, which I am ready to do, 
and produce the register which is herewith 
produced. May it therefore please the 
reverend Presbytery to take off the said 
Sentence of Suspension against me and to 
restore me to the tree exercise of ray ministry 
as if the same had never been pronouncod. 

Mr Riuaell being removed, the matter was 
considered and the Pieabytery dacided:- 
That Mr BnaMU b» rebuked for his tre^ 
ment of the Presbytery at Stobo; for hi« 
refusing to remove out of tike Presbytei? 



when enjoined; and not sending of the 
Session register when peremptorily required; 
and that he acknowledge his fault and 
promise to demean himself more submissively 
to the Presbytery in time to come. 

And the Presbytery oonwdering that part 
of their satiifacticn depended on the pro- 
duction of the Session registers, inspected 
the same, and found in one of them (4to) 
page five, recorded as follows; - 

"Stobo Kirk, July 20, 1701. The Com- 
mittee report that they found by the Session 
Book that the Sum of Seventy pounds five 
shillings and four pennies Scots was due by 
the late Mr WilUam Russell, Minister at 
Stobo, to the poor of that parish." 

Whereupon they caUed in Mr Russell and 
desired him to point out the Book by which 
the Committee found that debt due, and he 
at length pointed to a Book in 4to mutilated, 
shattered and loose, in which he said it was 
thought it wunted it now, and the occasion 
thereof was that the Book being sent in to 
Edinburgh, the rata had ate the Book and 
nothing was left but what was sent back to 
him, which was now produced before the 
Presbytery; and this ne instructed by a 
letter which he produced and gave in under 
James Nesmyth s hand, dated at Edinburgh, 
Janniry 4th, 1710. 

Mr RusseU was removed, and the Presby- 
tery considering the whole a&ir ordered him 
to be called in and the judgment of the 
^esbyccry intimated te him, which was 
accordingly done. And the Moderatoc 
rebuked him as appointed- And Mr Russell 
acknowled his fault, and promised to carry 
himself more submissively to the freebytery 
in time coming. 

Mr Russell being again removed, the 
Presbytery resolved unanimously to take off 
the Sentence of Suspension against him, 
which was intimated to him when called in. 

1718, May 30. Reoommendations from 
the Presbytery regarding; — Acta for Sup- 
pr«esion of Popery, Immorality, eto.; Acta 
for having a schoolmaster in every parish; 
also for schoolmasters to sign the Formula 
11th Act of the Oeneral Assembly of 1711; 
also r^arding Collections on behalf of 
Strome, Cranstoun, Lithuania the Irish 
Bursary, Barbary, and Macleod. 

1?I6. June 6. Reference from the Session 
of Stobo bearing that although Patrick P. by 
a line to Mr Russell the Minister acknow- 
ledged his Kuilt jet he refused to oompear 
hefore the Session, alleging he was not oT our 
OtHnmunion. Delsyed until afternoon. 

Ooncloded with prayer. 

Same day and pLaoe afternoon. 

Tlie , Presbytery appoints Mr RnssdL 
Stobo, to cause cite Patrick P. and Janet D. 
to next Presbytery. 
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Thb Pook'h Homby. 

1718, J11I7 3. The Committee aaeat Ure 

RuBsell'a Kepresentation gave in their Over- 

tnra which was approven : — Thftt the Seeaion 

of Stobo ahould accept of the sum of £K 

Vo. 8d. Scots from Hrs Rasaell and give her 

k full discharge of all they c»d aak <a cisve 

of her in any maiuier of way. 

Tbi School. 

I7I8, July 3. As to the Sohool of Stobo, 

that the method proposed in the Letter of 

the General Aaaembly, May 30, 1718, be 

followed. 

The Preebytery appointed two members to 
wait upon the Earl of Maich, in purBuanoe 
-of the said Overture aneat the School of 
Stobo. 

Thb Vacant Stifesd. 
1718, August ft. The Earl of March had 
replied to the Hinisters of Uanor and 
Eddleaton that he would lay an aocount of 
the " vacant stipends " before the Presby- 
tery; also that when Stanhope came to the 
«ountry, be would converse with him anent 
the school at Stobo. 

Tbm Poor's Honr. 
1718, September 1. The Presbytery 
•ppointa Mr William RnHBell, Stobo, to 
acquaint his Session with the Presbytery's 
Act passed at Newlands, obliging tbe 
Session of Stobo to receive ^m Mrs Russell 
the aum of thirty-five pounds six shillings 
and ei"htpence, Scots, and that as all they 
can ask or crave from her any manner of 
way. 

ToF Vaoant Stipxhds: The School, 
1718, October 1. The Minieter of Peebles 
appoioted to wait upon the Earl of Uucb 
■ad to state to him that if he do not lay 
before tbe Presbytery an account of the 
atipenda of those parishes 0/ which his 
lo^ship is patron, wnen they were vacant; 
also a statement regarding the school at 
Stobo, the Presbytery will prooeed aa they 
ore empowered by law, 

1718, October 21. Hoisbnrgh of that ilk 
compeared before the Presbytery and stated 
that the Earl of March had spent a great 
part of tbe vacant stipends of Peebles upon 
Lyne Bridge and upon other ways, and Uwt 
he designed to employ the rest upon proper 
nses. The E*reebytery waa not satisfied and 
-deaiied farther information, also a statement 
onent the school at iStoLo and Newlands. 
Thb Poo&'b Monby. 
1718, October 21. Considering the matter 
of the poor's money at Stobo, the I^bytei? 
xppoiida the Session of Stobo to have a 
duoharge of the money owing by Hib 
Roflsell to the said Seaeioa in readinms at 
the Synod, conform to th« Act of the < 



Presbytery at Newlands the 3rd July last. 

1716, December 3. The Presbytery find- 
ing no Dischai^e from the Session of Stobo 
for the £36 fts. 8d. due by Mrs Russell to 
them was brought to the Synod; do therefore 
appoint Mr Russell to c&Il his Session and to 
have his Session's Discharge ready to be 
laid before the next meeting of Presbytery 
with certificstioni Mr Walker, Eirkurd, and 



171s, December 3. Stobo contributed 
£33 Scots for the distressed Protestant 
Church of Lithuania. 

Tbb Poob's Monby. 
1719, January 4. Mr William Russell, 
Stobo, and Mr Wsllaca, Drumelzier, were 
absent being valetudinary. Mr Russell did 
not send Sie Discharge of Mrs Russell's 
money because he stated that he called his 
Session but they did not meet. Mr Russell 
to be written to to fulfil the appointment of 
the Presbytery. 

1719, February 4. Mr Alex. Cooper, late 
Troquair, reported that Mr Russell, Stobo, 
bad sent him a letter tu the effect that be 
ooutd not att«ad the fresbytery as he hod 
necessarily to go to Edinburgh. It was 
referred lo their next meeting. 

1719, March 4. Mr Russell of Stobo 
reported that he had laid the Appointment 
of the Presbytery before his Session, anent 
Mrs Russell's offer, and that they had it 
under consideration. Appoints Mr Russell 
to have a full account to lay before next 
Presbytery. 

1719, April 8. Tbe Presbytery enquiring 
at Mr Bussell, Stobo, for an aocount of the 
Discharge ordered to be given to Mrs Russell, 
James Hodge one of tbe elders of that parish 
gave in a paper which being tead was found 
to contain s dischatjge signed by James 
Hodge and other two Elders, to Hrs Russell 
of £36 6s. 8d. Scots in part payment of 
£79 6s. 4d. Soots due by her to them in 
name of the poor as marked in their book. 
And it being observed that thia paper did 
not bear that it was their Deed of Session, 
Mr RoBsell and James Hodge said that it 
was the Deed of their Session. 

They beinz removed the Presbytery unani- 
mously found that this was no obedience but 
direct opposition to their appointment and 
determination in that afiair; and having spent 
some time in reasoning thereon, Mr Russell 
earnestly applied to them to have liberty to 
go home, alleging his indisposition which 
made it uneasy for him to stay any longer. 
And he being told that the Presbyteiy oonld 
not allow him to go away while the Presby- 
teiy were on this affiur, and then being 
removed, did within a little apply again in 
manner foreeud, whereupon he boiog agtun 
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leatoTed, the Presbytery did in consideistion 
thereof appoint their meeting to be on tfae 
Uat Tuesday of this inst., and Hr Ruaaell 
and the elders of Stobo to attend the a&me, 
and this was intimated to Mc Russell ind he 
appointed to acquaint his eldeia therewith. 
Cxhtbhua. 
1719, April 8. The Presbytery conmder- 
ing the Uenteaiins, unaniroously agra«d, 
exoept Mr Rusaall of Stobo who was abeent, 
to give a tenth part of their Stipends for ona 
year, oonfonn to the Act of the General 
Aseemhly thereanent. 



Thb Poob'8 Mohex j 
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niB, April 28. The Presbytery proceed- 

ing to consider how their appointment anent 



inst., the Session of Stobo was called; Hr 
Russell, minister there, and Jamea FslooDer, 
one of the elders there, compeared. And 
being asked if the Seesion of Stobo had 
brought in a Discharge conform to the 
appointment of the Presbytery, Hr Russell 
jH^sented a paper whioh ha aaid waa bis 
answer. And toe Elder presented another 
paper to the same end, . Which being read, 
the first was found to contain an Appeal in 
name of Hr Ruaaell and James Falconer and 
the remanent members of Stobo Session, 
from this Presbytery to the Synod, llie 
•eoond paper contain ed a Com mission to 
Jamee Paloooer subscribed by James Hodge 
and John Noble to piotest againnt the 
Presbytery's ptooedore and to appeal to the 

And Hr Ruaaell then took Instruments 
in the hands of the Presbytery Clerk. A 
Committee of the Presbytery waa formed to 
draw up Answere to the Reasons of Appeal; 
and zefers to their meeting at Edinburgn to 
consider what further is to be done. Then 
Hr RusseU was called but was not found. 

1719, Hay 5. Hr Ruaselt, Stobo, agreed 
as the rest had done formerly to give up one 
tenth of bis Stipend. 

Cask op Hb Rnssau, 

1719, Hay S. The Oommissioners to tfae 
General Assembly reported that Mr Russell, 
Stobo, had fallen from his Appeal made 
from the Synod in the matter of the poor's 
money of Sttjbo. The Presbytery appoints 
the Clerk to have su Extract of the Synod's 
Sentence in readiness against their meeting 

SOBOOUTASTBR. 

1719, June 24. The Ministers of Peebles 
and Manor to wait on the Earl oE March and 
desire his Lordship to call a meeting of the 
Oommissionere of Supply, in order to stent 
the parishes of Newlands and Stobo in 
salaries for a sohoolmaster. 



1719. July 23. The Narrative and the 
Sentence of Excommunication pronounced 
against the Minister of Dunsoore to be 
intimated from aU the pulpits. Alao the 
Proclamation of the King regarding pcofane- 



Dopies of the Act of the Assembly ' .^.. .. 
the running of goods." Also particulan 
anent the planting of Eirks /rvra tftwMe, 
abuses committed at penny weddings, the 
ordaining of deacons in Churches as well ta 
Bidets, &o. 



Ci8> OF Mr I 

1719, July 22. Produced an Extract of 
the Synod's appoiotment in the case of Mr 
Wm. Russell, minister of Stobo, and tbo 
poor's money. The tenour of it was; — 
Edinburgh, 5th Hay 1719, and again on tha 
6th Alay. The Synod had heard and con- 
sidered the Appeal with its Reasons from 
the Hinister and Session of St«bo from the 
Presbytery of Peebles to the Synod. Also 
the Answers to the Reasons of Appeal 1^ 
the Presbyterv of Peebles. And after 
having beard both parties at great lengtli 
upon the a&ir, i^ve it aa their opinion tnu 
the Synod should dedaie the said Appeal 
null and void, and that Mr William Ruaaell 
should be admonished for the future to 
behave himself more submissively and 
respectfully to his brethren of the Presby- 
tery of Peebles. And further that the 
Synod should appoint the said Ur William 
Russell and the mambera of tha Seseion of 
Stobo to give a Diachai^e to Jean lindway, 
relict of the deceased William RusseU, 
Hinister of Stobo, or her successors, accord- 
ing to the appointment of the Presbytery (^ 
Peebles before their meetins in J'uly next. 
And in case the said Hr William Russell, 
Minister of Stobo, does not obey th« 
appointment of the Synod, appoints the 
I^ieabytery to suspend him from tne exercise 
of his Ministry till next Synod. And to 
censure the Klders of Stobo as they shall m» 
cause. (The foregoing was the Report of a 
Committee appointed by the Synod to 
examine all parties, and report to the 
Synod.) 

Which report of their Committee the 
Synod hanng heard and considered, 
appointed their Moderator to put it to Mr 
Russell whether he would acquiesce in the 
said opinion of tha Committee or not f 
Which waa done accordingly. Uut h« 
refused. Tlie Synod then ent«red on a 
oonsideraCion of the merits of tha case them- 
selves. Tbey read and heard the Appeal 
wtih Reasons. Also the Answers by the 
Presbytery of Peebles. Also both parties 
vivavoa at great length. And after much 
reasoning, put it to the vote— Approve of 
the opinion of the Committee or not t And 
it carried unanimously. Approve. And 
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therefore the Synod do apf^ore of the 
opinion of their Committee, and parties 
being called in, this was intimated to them; 
and Mr Ruesall was adraoDisbed accordinglf. 

But Mr Boaeell conaidering himself to be 
injured by this Seotenoe of the Synod, did 
in his own name and in that of his constitn' 
ests, appeal from the Synod to the GeneisI 
Aaaembly. and protested, Whereupon he 
took Instrumeuta in the Olerk'a handa, and 
promised to send in Reasons within ten 
oaya. And craved Extracts which were 
allowed him. 

Thereafter the Preebytery considering the 
repeated injunotioas of the Piesbyteiy to 
Air Russell and hia Seeaion to prodaoe to l^e 
Preabyteiy a Discharge of the funds due by 
the late Mr Russell to the Session; and that 
If r Rusaell had not fulfilled their Appoint* 
nMnt to bring the Dischai^ to this meeting 
of the Synod. Therefore the Presbytery 
thought fit to take the whole aflair to .their 
consideration in the afternoon. 

SiUne day and place, afternoon, 

The Moderator having asked the brethren 
if Hr Russell had intimated to any of them 
the least design of obeying the injunetiona 
of the Presbytery or the Synod, all stated 
that he had nut done bo. Accordingly the 
I^reebytery passed a Sentence of Suspension 
upon Mr Kussell, and appointed the Moder- 
itbot to intimate the s«ne to him by letter, 
and Mr Cooper, late Traquair, to intimate 
the aame to the congregation of Stobo on 
Sabbath fiz^. 

(Hr Russell was not present; oar any 
excuse for his ahaonce; nor any account df 
hia obedience to the Presbytery or Synod.) 

The Presbytery also appoints the Elders 
of Stobo, viz., John Noble and Jamea 
Talooner, both in Easter Happrew, to attend 
the next Presbytery. 

WoDROw'e HisToBT or thx OeuBOH. 

1719, August 13. Letter horn the Com- 
mission of the (General Assembly recom- 
mending the Presbytery t« be careful to 
enooDTage Mr Wodrow to publish his History 
of the Sufferings of the Church of Scotland, 
and to send up an account of their diligence, 
along with their subeoription money 



of ComoL 
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Cabs oj Ms Rubsbu.. 

1719, August 26. Mr Cooper, late 

Tiaquair, reported that he intimated Sen- 



tence of Suapenaion against Hr Buasell, 

id that Hr BuMeil read a paper 

immediately tiiersafter saying that wiu^ Hr 



Stobo, and t 



Cooper bad done was not just. And after 
<li»mi(wing the congregatifm in the aftecooon, 
Hz RnsMll handed the paper to him and 
cmved his indorsation thereof by Instrument 
in hia hands as Preabytety Clerk. And on 



the Honday thereafter he came to Peebles- 
and instrumented him for an indorsation of 
the said paper in the hands of a notary 
public, and Hr Cooper presented the said 
paper, also an Extract (^ the said Instru- 
ments; also a letter from Hr Ruasell to the 
Presbytery. 

1719, Au[;ust 26. The Hoderator UkO' 
wise presented a letter from Hr Rnssdl, 
Stobo, diraoted to him to'be communicated, 
having enclosed a- copy of the said paper 
which Ur Russell read before the congrega- 
tion; the tesour of which paper aadletter 
follows:— At Stobo Joly 24, 1719. Thia day 
the Uinister delivered to the Session £36- 
Sb. 8d. Sootfl which he received fnim Hrs 
Bnssell, relict of the late Hr RusBalL 
Minister of Stobo, and gave her a fuU 
Discharge according to the appointment of 
the Session dated on the 4tn July tnst. 
And in regard he hath a letter from Blr- 
Wallace, DrumeUier, the Uoderator, which 
says that the Presbytery in obedience to the 
Synod's Sentence have suspended him, «md 
that Hr Cooper is to intimate thia Sentence, 
he deeired that he might have an extract of 
thair suits which he might intimate to the 
oongre^tion for his exoneration, which the 
Session thought reasonable; and appoints an 
extract thereof to be given him for that 
effect. Extracted out of the records of the 
Session of Stobo by WiilJMn Stewart, Semjon 
Clerk. 

Letter from Ur Russell:— Rev, and 4par 
Brethren, Receive the enclosed Act of the 
Session of Stoho, which was intimate yester- 
day, first privately to Mr Cooper here before 
witnesses, and he required to forbeu- the 
Intimation; and last of all publicly in the 
Oongr^^tion, which calls for your most 
serious consideration. Ur Cooper hath ui 
Extract thereof which upon an Instrument 
t^en thereupon he said he would produce 
to the E'resbytery which is all from Dear 
Brethren your bumble servant, William 
BuBseU, dated at Stobo, July 27, 1719. 

Letter second from Ur Russell which was 
delivered by Mr Cooper:— lUght Reverend, 
I wrote to you on July 27, which 1 doubt 
not but you will consider. The Act of the 
Synod appoints me and the Elders to give a 
Discharge aooordiog to the Act of tlw 
Preebytery, and in case this be not done, 
that I be suspended. But this to oonviotion 
is done, I leave the conclusion to yourselves. 
But supposing and not granting that the 
Diaoharge should have been laid before the 
Presbytery, which no word in the Sraod's 
Aot wiU bear, you have to onnsider woethar 
cc no the Diuhai^a being given in due time, 
aa is evident the pretended not laying it 
before thePreabytaiy will not beat.tbe w^i^t 
ol a Suspension for half an hour. It would 
UkewiM De conudored that the Aot td Bfooi 
being folfiUed »• Ttrmmtt in giving., H» 



lyCoot^le 



STOBO CiLU'BXiS..~~Prabytenaniam 



Buasell a Diacharge, these words Mcording 
■to the Act of PreBliftory relate only to the 
doing of the thing and not to the Modue of 
doing it by laying it before the Presbyteiy 
■of which there is not one word in the Synod's 
Act. And the Session having fulfilled the 
Aot of the Synod by giving the Discharge, it 
irss impracticshle to lay it before the 
Freebytery, for with what face oould I after 
reoeipt of the money and delivery of the 
Diacharee, seek back the Dischai^ to lay 
before the Presbytery; and suppose that I 
had been at the Presbytery that day as a 
member which I could not do being at 



looks to deal so with me and give my Elders 
the benefit of a Summons as you have done 
aioce, I leave it to youraelrea to judge. I 
pray that Be in whnse hands the hearts of 
.all men are, may incline you to that which ia 
right in Bis aigfat, and am right reverend 
;our afflicted brother, William Ruaaell, dated 
at Stobo, AugDst 25, 1719. 

The Presbytery hating heard the nid 
Report, and the Paper, and the Letters and 
the loslrument, are dissatisfied with the 
Intimation made by Mr Russell in his 
Congregation, and see no ground for his 
lett«iB of his having fulfilled the Synod's 
Sentence. 

John Noble and .Tames Falconer, Elder* 
from Stobo, being summoned and called, 
compeared not. Delayed in the meantime. 

Hr James Welsh to supply St4)bo on 
Sabbath first; and Mr Gray, lonerleithen, 
«n Sabbath thereafter. 

1719, September 30. The Preslwlery 
considering that Patrick P. guilty with Janet 
D. in the parish of Stobo has not ever 
compeared before either the Session of 
Stobo or the Presbytery, although enmrnoned 
and having acknowledged his guilt in a line 
to Mr Biiasell. minister of Stubo; do hereby 
appoint him to be declared contumacious 
from the pulpit of Stobo on »abbath eight 
dayx. 

1710, September 30. Read a letter from 
Hr Russell, minister of Stobo, dated at 
Stobo, September 28, 1719, It was to the 
effect that some of the brethren whom Hr 
Rnasell had seen, had seemed to doubt that 
be had not fulfilled the Sentence of the 
Synod in due time. Be now stated that the 
Session met on July 4 and drew up the Act 
which the Presbytery now have. On July 7 
the Act with a scroll of the Disoha^^ was 
■delivered to Hn Russell and at her depirs 
1^ with her to advise. " I left Edinburgh 
Jnly 9 with instniotions to my son upon 
gettiiv bMfc the scnU to write it on stamped 
paper and send it to me. His letter is 
wntten and the Diaobarge wwloaed <hi Jnlj 



16; whioh came not to my hand till July 22 
at Edinburgh. That day between ten and 
eleven forenoon t met Kippielaw who got 
the Diechai^e to his satisfaction. Upon 
Saturday the 18th July I hnd advice from my 
lawyer upon a business which called me to 
Edinburgh on July 21. So that all caution 
that I could imagine was used by me in that 
afiair. And yet before July 22, between ten 
and eleven forenoon, the business was not 
concluded as above narrated. I only add 
that as I have a most solid peace upon 
reflection on my conduct in that afiair, and 
reverence Providence in what hath fallen 
out crossing me therein whioh I could 
neither foresee nor prevent, so I do eon- 
fidentiallv espeot that you will give me 
relief, which will never be any grief unto 
you; and waiting your answer wiUi my son 
who is the bearer and who hath the vouchers 
to shew you, I remain your afflicted brother." 

A Paper also was enclosed dated at St4>bo 
July 4, 1719. bearing— "The Session con- 
sidering that notwithstanding of their 
Appeal from the Presbytery to the Synod, 
the Appeal is discussed in favour of the 
Preabyterv. And the Session ia appointed 
to give a Discharge to Mra Russell for £36 
6b. 8d. in full of all they can ask, did 
therefore appoint Ur Russell, the minister 
of titobo, to receive the money and give a 
Discbarge therefor." 

The Freebyten wroto a lett«r immediatAly 
and dent it to Hr Russell stating that he 
ought to have attended personally if he 
desired the Sentence of Suspension to be 
taken off. And that the Preabytory ie to 
meet at Peebles uu OcCuber 21. when they 
will do what they find priiper for them. 

Mr Mitchell, Manor, to supply Tweedi* 
tuuir ^a.'b ith eight days; Mr Qilohrist, 
Lyne. to supply SUibo same day and dedare 
Patrick P. contumacious; and Hr Living- 
stone to supply Stobo Sabbath fifteen days. 

1719, October 21. Mr Gilchrist, Lintoun, 
reported that he declared Patrick P. 
contumacious at Stobo Kiik. 

Cub or Ue Busmll. 

1719, December 9. Mr Cooper, late 
Traquair, informed the Presbytery that he 
preached at Stobo by appointment of the 
Synod on the second Sabbath of November, 
and intimat«d the Sentence of the Synod 
relaxing Hr Russell, the minister, from the 
Sentonoe of Suspension passed upon him by 
the Preabytery, Hie tonour of the Rehuca- 
tton was:~At Edinburgh, November 3, 1719 
—The Presbytery of Peebles having been 
asked at the Synod whether Mr Russell of 
Stobo and the Seasion of stobo had obeyed 
tiie Appointment of the last Synod in 
a;rantit^ « aatdsfyii^ Discharge to Jean 
LindsMy, relict of Hr Wm. KuMell, lato 
Miiii«i-*r of Stobo, tat Boote money due by 
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STOBO CHURCH.— Prwftytmimu 



Iwr to the late Sowion I To wbiah tlia 
I^eab^teiT kiuwerod th«t Hr Boasell h>d 
Dot lAd before them >t their meeting in Ja\j 
hot U17 doenment of hu gruitmg a Vii- 
«IiM^; for which thej had, according to the 
«9>auitcneiil: of the Synnd, auapended Hr 
Bnasall until thia moating of Sjnod. 



:, immediately npon the 
_i of the Sent«noe. of Siu^enaion 
npoo him by Ur Cooper, before the Con- 
gragatioQ, had read a papac in which he 
flaid that it wsb aniiut. Also that Mr 
Buesell during the whole tjme of his Sua- 
penskia had not attended Ordioanoee dia- 

Sinaed hj Hinieters of the Preabytery of 
eebiea mat came there by appoinbuent to 

The Spiod nnderstandina tJiat Hr RobhU 
WBB fwesent directed the Uoderator to aak 
biro if he had granted a SBtisfjinu I&ahuge 
to Hts Ruwell, leliet ^ the late Sb Bnaa^ 
nuniatar <tf Stobo ? To whkh Hr Baasell 
answered that he had. And ha4 done ao 
upon the SSnd July last, but bad not Ud 



any docoment npon it before the Prealtytery 
of Peebles in Joly lut at their meetjng 
having been in Bdinbnrgb bimaelf above 



nec o iaary bnatneae. The Synod remoring 
Hr Bnwell and oonaidering tnereon, onani- 
moualy approred of the oonduot of the 
Pretbytery of Peebles in thi* aflair, and 
ondentanding from aevetal membem that 
Hra Rnasell had received from Ur Ruaaell a 
aatiafying Discharge they declared that the 
Bentenee of Soapenaioa apcm Mr Rnsidl 
waa now expiied. Bat the Synod ooniider- 
ing tJiat Mr Btunll by bis n^eot in gettbc 
and |»odneinK in dne tinw a doonmenE^ 
bis (^bo^ <jf the said Disdtarge, by which 
Iw ball ph^ with the saend Offiee of the 
HfatbtirT, and shewed a great diareeMot to 
Ua hieUireD, and omttempt el tlw Judioaturea 
of the Chnroh; and oonsideriaa bia nn- 
4brMl«aa carriage at Uie intimafaaa of tbe 
Bentenee of Sospemdon against him, they 
OBanfanoosly jodced that he ahonld be oallea 
in and diarply relmked, and admonUwd by 
Um Uoderator for his misoarriages; and 
wrtUed that If in future he did not behave 
bimself more datifoUy toward the Pteol^tery 
and other Jndioatnna of the Ohuvb, be 
miaAt expect to be crooeeded agaiiHl with 
U^ censures. And the said Hr Rossell 
lAa iebuk«d, admetrfsbiBd and eertifled 
■eoordingly' by the Uoderator. Ind the 
Synod appotnta Kt Ooopor, late TVaquair, to 
preach ai Btobo BabbaOt next and after 
mftttau in the forenbon to Intimate the above 
StateAoeofthe Synod. 



1719, Deeember 9. ObUaction to be made' 
en behalf of the French Pratestant Cpkm/ 
«f SildbaighhaQMn, for tbeir wanU, and fee 



Vaoaxt SnrnnM: Sobooia 

17S0, January 13. The Earl of Haroh has 
not yet presented a statement to the Presby- 
tery anent the vaoant sUnends; nor the 
schools of Stobo and Kewlands. A Com- 
mittee appointed to eonmder how ripe this 
matter may be for a legal course. 

1720, February 17. Stobo ooetribnted 
£17 XSs. 6d. toward Hildborghhauwn, in 
Saxony, 

1780, April 13. The Dedma or tenth 
part of the stipends mentioned oictei, was tia 
the object of westing a Hiniaten' Widows 
and Orphans' Fund. ^ 

1730, Hay 4. A Day of Fasting and 
Humiliation to be appointed on account <4 
vice and profaneness. 

1730. Hay 26. Uinisters to warn timi 
oongre^tiona Kor to read a Book enlatlea 
^e Marrow of Hodem Divinity. 

Tlie Oeneral Assemblr reoommend Uin- 
isteis to preach upon: — ^e Being of Ood: 
God's Providence: the Divine authority of 
the Boriptures; the Dootrioe of the ever- 
blessed 'Ttini^i the Eternal Deity of Ohriat; 
Cbrisfs Satubction to Divine Justios, 
Begeneration by efflcaolous Qtaoe; Free 
Justification through oar Lord Jeans Ohrist 
by Faith alone; the Neoeeuty of a Holy life 
to the Obtaining of Bverlastmg happiness. 

Sghoouusikk's Salaxx, axo Sobools. 

1790, August 30. The PresWcry agnedl 
upon the fc^owins Uemorial to be presented 
to the Heritors of Stobo:— 

That the Presbytery oonndeiing on a 
n^tort made to them that Uie Hentors <4 
S^bo were ready to concur in allowing a 
legal salary for a schoolmaster they appointed 
their next meeting there on November 31, 
I7I8. But that on that day, though proper 
intimatioo was made, none of the heritora 
eompeued; y«b all the Blden, and many at 
tke most substantial tenants oonyMared who 
declared their' wilEng^ieaB to bear their dne 
nropbition for obtaining a' Ufisl salary for a 
Qbhoolnuuter in Stobo. The Presbyterj^ 
titen appointed some of their numbor t<f 
diaoonrse the Earl of M&roh and iSt Hurnjf 
of Stanhope, who both eipreesed thei^ 
wQlihgnees to have a school settled there; 
but thab all thia tiraa nothing had been done. 
Do therefore aiuioint application t«i be made 
to the Earl of March Mid to Hr Horray ot 
Staahcnie that tdbey nu^ meet and stent the 
parish before next I^esbytety dn which if^ 
tDmeetatEirknrd.Mi the last Wedn^sdaa 
of Septnaber; otherwise the Preshytwy wiQ, 
have to apply to the Oommiasionars of 
Supply to tave this don». , 

OofHss ol this Uemorial to be delivered t6 
"~~ L berftorq a^ de^ys the adtod «< 



yeiSaadaii 



yGoot^le 



STOBO GRVRCB—Presbytetianism 



CoDolades witli prayer. 

Tbece buiag no reply from ihe beiitors of 
Stobo: appoint Mr Mitchel, Uiuior, and Mr 
BobertHon, Eddleatoaa, to wait on tbe E&rl 
of Bbrch and desire his lordabip to call a 
meeting of the Cora mission ers of Supply 
before first December, to modify and allocate 
a salary foe a schoolmaster at Stobo, and 
also at Neirlands, and for erecting school- 
houees in both pariahea. 

1720, October 20. Mr Suasell of Stobo 
stated during Privy Censures that the cir- 
Qumetancea of his parish were such aa he 
eoold not give the Communion thia year. - 

Mb Bcbsill Aoaih. 

1720, November Synod. Act of the Synod 
read bearing that the Presbytery are to call 
to account Mr Ruaaell, Minister of Stobo, 
for neglecting to pray expressly for King 
George and the Royal Family. 

1720, December 3. A Fast appointed by 
the Synod. 

1780, December 7. OoUections to be 
made for Building a Bridge at Blackburn; 
also for Kilmaduck ; also for charitable supply 
for Bryoe Semphill. 

1720, December 7. Mr Ruaaell, Stobo, 
being asked what answer he proposed to give 
as to his nc^ect of praying for Kiug Geoi^a 
and the Royal family 1 answered that he had 
frequently prayed for King George and the 
Boyal Psmily, ixfrtsiis vtrUs, and that 
always since hia Majesty's Accession to tbe 
Grown when at any time he did not aipresaly 
mention him he prayed for him in suw 
terms as his congregation oould not but 
understand it to be for King George accord- 
ing to Act of General Assembly 1711. 

The Presbytery delays farther till nest 
meeting 

Tbb Cabi or Mb Rusbkll. 

Stobo, 1721, January 18. Regarding the 
charge against Mr Russell, Stobo, for not 
praying for the King, Mr Ruaaell craved that 
his answer be insert^ in the Minutes: — " I 
have always prayed for King Geoi^e either 
in express words or in such terms as my oon- 
gr^ation can undeistand, and that I mean 
mm, and this in the prsciae terms of the Act 
of the General Assembly .... not only for 
fear but for consoienoe Bake." 

And immediately thereafter craved leave 
to go home, which ne did , though the same 
wBB not allowed, alledging he eould no longer 
attend the Presbytery, and the Preebytra; 
ordered their Officer to call him back but he 
returned not. Adjourns till to-morrow; con- 
dndes with prayer. 



Thb School. 

1721, January IS. The Earl of March 

promised ven fair to the deputation that 

waited upon him anenC tbe vacant stipends 

and the schools at Stobo and Newlands. 

The Ministers recommended to prosecute 
all Papists, and all such as employ Romish 
Bervants; also all those who give houses for 
the celebration of Masa, Ac.; also all those 
who have employed Irregular Marriages, 
and Baptisms, &c. 

1721, at Peebles, Februwy 16. Mr 
Russell, Stobo, still absent. 

1721, March 15, at Peebles. Mr Huasell. 
Stobo, still absent. 

Lbttib fboh Mb Ri^ssslk. 

Stobo, 1721 March 15. Mr RuBsell, Stobo; 
sent a letter of excuse which was sustained, 
but the letter containing other things with 
relation to the affair before the Presbytery 
concerning htm, was delayed for farther con- 
sideration. The letter was directed to Blr 
Mitchell, Manor, to be laid before the Pres- 
bytery, of the followiag tenour : — 

Slobo, Match 15 1731. 

Biv. AND Dub Bboibkb, 

I was fully determined to wait upon 
the Presbytery this day, as you can testify, 
but this ill day is what my body cannot bear 
to travel on, and though this naked Bssertion 
now in the 59th year of my age might satisfy, 
yet I give a recent proof : — Upon Wednesday 
last when I was at Drumelaer a very good 
day, and what condition I was afterwards in 

?>u likewise know. I was absent from last 
resbytery having fallen suddenly ill when I 
was ready to come. But I was indeed sur- 
prised that night with a Commisaion brought 
me by Mr W«llace, Drumelzier, to advertise 
me to be at the next Presbytery, but not as 
a Summons as he said, that they might judge 
my answer. This, dear Brother, was ear- 
priaing, considering that the Act of the 
Synoa is U> call me to account and to report, 
and I am of opinion that an Extzact <x mj 
subscribed Answer does fully satisfy that 
Appointment in ttmtinii. But if the Pres- 
bytery be of another mind, I hope they will 
aUow me the common privilege of fomioatora 
and adulterers at least, which is to summon 
me, before any judgment pass on me, accord- 
iaa to the form of Process. For my being 
oUiged to attend the Presbytery as a member 
will never infer that common rules of justice 
should be denied me, but I hope better 
things of my brethren, and that their de- 
libente thoughts will determine them to 

8 're me no more trouble that way. Dear 
rother, you will do me the favour to shew 
this to my brethren, to whom I give mj 
humble service, and accept the same yonr- 
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self, from your ftffoctioDAto brother and 

Appoints Mr Cooper lata of Traquftir, to 
speaK to the Uird of Honburgh to knov if 
he hu any iiutruatioiiH from the Earl of 
Hftrch to call the CommiaaionerB of Supply 
•a his lordahipaaid he would do; and if he 
had not, to desire him to write to my Lord 
Hucb thereaneDb. 

DiSGlFLlllE. 

1721, March 29. Mr Rusaell, Stobo, pre- 
sented a letter from Patrick P , declared 

ooDtumaciouB, foi refnsins to give public 
aatiofactioa fur hia ain, and craving to have 
his child baptised. The Presbytery ^ve Mr 
Runelt this advice:- That he purge hia 
aoandal, and produce a oertificate of his 
marria((e, and that Mr Rusaell then take off 
the Sentence of Contumaoy and absolve him 

and baptize the child. Or, if Patrick P , 

oblige nimaelf to remove the scandal of which 
he la guilty, the child be baptised by a 
Sponsor. 

Subscriptions asked for Professor Hali 
burton's book—The Orent [Conoem of Sal- 
ration. 

1731, April 19. Absent, Mr William Rw- 
sell, Stobo. 

Tbk School. 
1721, April 19. Mr Cooper late of Traquair 
reported that there was to be a meeting of 
the OommiaaioDers of Supply on the 16tb 
May next. A Committee was appointed to 
attend the Baid meeting and present a Peti- 
tion and Valuation for getting l^al Schools 
at Newlands and Stobo; and in case of de- 
laying oi refuaiDg to take Instruments. 

And appointa the Clerk to aoqaaint Hr 
BuBsell, Stobo, that the Pnsbyte^ haa ap- 
pointed him to bring the extract of Valua- 
tion of his Parish under the hand of the 
Sheriff-clerk, and to be pressnt along with 
the Committee on 18th Hay next at ten 
o'clock at Clerk Shiell'a house in Peebles, to 
conenr with them in making the application. 
Hb Rubsill's Casb. 

1721, April 19. Coneeming Mr Russell,— 
his going away from the Presbytery when re- 
qoired to remain; also his letter to thePres- 
bjtery in Uacoh last; and his absenoe to-day 
kUltough he hesid that tjie same was to be 
refened to. R«fen the whole matter to 
Um Synod just as it stands in the Presbyter; 
book that the Synod may do charein as they 
aaa cause. And appoints the clerk lo write 
Mr BuHsl, and appointing him 
Synod. 

1721, April 90, at Peebles. Hr BomsU, 
Btobo. ■tai absent. 

Mb Rotbmu BvKoaiDMD 

1731, Hay 2, at Edtnbagb. Ut BoaseU 

gftTS in a paper ia vhioh u nitentad his 



r 



assertion that sinoe the accession of Kioff 
Gtooi^, in all his prayeis he deugosd ana 
meant him. And had also sometimes prayed 
nfmittatim for hia Majesty; and that this 
statement put the matter tieyond all dgaht 
" unless I should be esteemed a moat notor- 
ious hypocritii; yat seeing my not conforming 
myself m letmiHis to the civil law in that 
matter hath given rife to some suspicion of 
my disaffectiun to the ^vemment, for taking 
off of all umbrage which may be alleged in 
that way, T do hereby declare my purpose 
for the future to pray neminattm for our 
Sovereign King George, Ac." 

The Synod took into their consideration 
the above Overture from their Committee 
and reasonsd at great length thereon, and 
finally decided by a plunuity of votes to 
Approve of it. And Hj Russell being oallsd 
in, the Sentence of Su8[>ension was intim- 
ated to him, and the Moderator rebuked him. 
And the Synod appointed Hr David Blena- 
hall mkiister in Lamington, to preach on 
Sabbath next in Stobo, and there after fore- 
noon sermon intimate to the Congregation 
the above Sentence of Suspension on the 
minister Mr Boasell. 

Oonolndea with pnyer. 

1721, Hay 9. Mr Wallaov. Dmuieltier. 
to supply Stobo on the third Sabbath«f this 
in^, and Hr William Walker the Sabbath 
following in regard that the Uinister, Mr 
William Ruasell.is under Sentonce of Sus- 
pension whereof the tenour is as follows : — 
The Committee of the bynod arranged the 
matter as an overture thus : — 

Edinburgh, Hay 3, 1721.— The Synod 
eonaidaring that Hr Roaaell, Stobo, had 
owned before them that he did not remem- 
ber that ever he prayed for His Majesty 
King George by name, in his own ooi 
tian save once, and that on the Sabba 



affikir was to be enquired into, and that he 
owned that he .did not remember that he 
ever prayed for the Prince and Prinoeaa <A 



although he stated that he pt»yed for the 
King in such terms as any person muht nn- 
derrtand he meant King Qeoise, and that h* 
now declares by a paper signed with his own 
hand that he purposes for the future to do 



so nomintUim lor them all; yet oonsidering 
that by his previous answers to Uie Z^eabj- 
tary he tondad to justify the nsgleet of his 



tary he tondad to justify the nsgleet of his 
not prying for the King and Boyal Family, 
and tiiat be ezi^eesly refused to wait np<Mt 
the nsabytety when enquiry was being made 
theisanantt utd that he has all along both 
ia Prestytery and Siji ' ' 
amoatl the taratb by shil 
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-to give dutanct and diiwt uuwers to tha 
^aeatuHU fuUy pro^oaed to him to give bint 
a dunce of olMtuiif hia ooaduot in this 
matter; and that he Iwd been often oensuiod 
hf the Courta for hia nndutiful and oontu- 
mamona behavioor, and had been sharply le- 
bnked by tlie Bjnod w\& oeitificatwm of 
a if he diould be again found 



&i 



„S of Stobo baa rety mam 

&iled in hia duly and haa not behaved him- 
aelf wiUi the candour and inijennity baoom- 
ing a Kiniflter of tha Ooom^ nor with tha 
reapect and aubmitaion ahich all mini^^eca 
owe to the Courts of the Church; and do 
therefore appoint the Hoderatoi sharply to 
rebuke him tor hie diaingenuouaneoa and oon- 
tenkaciouB behaviour ana auspend him from 
tbe miniatry for two months from thia 
date, and to satisfy the Preebytecy of ^eUea 
of hu somnr for the offence he haa ({iven, 
■and of the ainoeri^ of hia rewlution to ptay 
In exjoen temu for the King and Bc^ 
Funily. and to behave with respect and eub- 
— ^^i-n to rhe Courta of the Church in time 



in no other ways, and oaref ully to observe 
hia behaviour tbtireaft«r, patticatariy as to 
lus praying for the King and Boy al Family 
by name, and to ([ive aatiafying answers to 
roe Preebyterj before every Synod as to hia 
Sating done ao and to report their dil^noe. 

1731, June 7. The Clerk reported that be 
inoto to Hr Russell, Slobo, to attew] tha 
^pMd idMUt the valued rent ot hia pariah aa 
Appannted. 

Al»¥ander Cooper late Traqnair to supply 
Stobo, Sahbath S daya, and the Hoderator 
■&> supply Stobo Sabbath 16 days; and Hi 
f^illiam ffalker to supply Peeblea Sabbatii' 
4^ days. 

Ax Eldcb's Puu. 

1711; Jnly 6i Feebles. James 8 , m^ 

died to tfae PreabvteiT to be relaxed from 
ihe fl enteaoe of Exeommunieation and de* 
pMitton from the offioe ofBulins Elder pro- 
aouBoad against bim in tb» paridt of Stobo, 
fer hia eontamacf in not aaswerii^ tbs 
Fkeabytery whan referred- thereto t^ ttia 
aaasion of Stobo; and' aeknowlec^ed hia 
«AnM, a>d (B»ved pardon of the Preabytai)' 
aaalso acknowledged hia oSanoe ofafaaenting 
UmaaU from Orcuaanoea di^ansed' by hi» 

Aj^inta the Ifoderat<» to Nbuke him for 
tbeaaid oAnce, atld to exhort him to be' 
make oironmmeot, and tlie minister who first 
ptMobea at Stobo to intunata tb6 reUxation 
■U'tht Santeuoe of lesaer Kxeommonieation. 

<NonB,— In the tiiouta he ia not rapoaadt- 
bai in the maigin nponinitis meBti<»ed.) 



1721, August 88. Hr Paton, Nawlandf. 
to suraly Sto>>o BabbaUi 8 daya; and Hr 
WeLm of Tweedsmnir to aapply Stobo the 
Sabbath befon nest meeting of Presbytenr; 
Hr Walker, Kirkord, to supply Dawiek, Satt< 
bath 18 daya. 

Tb> Sobool. 

1731, Sept. 27. The Presbytery took inttf 
their oonsideretjon the long delay m appoint- 
ing schools and school m as t e r s in Stobo and 
Hewlands notnrithstanding all tjie pains and 
endeavours the Preabytary had been at to 
render the same eSMiual. Theretora ^i- 
Doints a Committee to attend the meetii^ of 
t^mmiaaioners of Supply at Hichadmaa 
Bead Court, and to petition the Commis- 
moners eSMrtUdlly to nave schools in these 
parishes; and to laf an extract of the Prea^ 
rretery'a diligence before them with extracts 
of tiie valued rents of these pariahes acoord- 
ii^ to law. 

Hx BoBBSU. DiPoaiD. 

1731, Deer. 20. Mr P^on, ministflr ot 
Newlanda, reported that Imng ^^minted liy 
the Committee of liie Synod to ratamals a 
Sentence of Depoaition of Hr William BaweTl 
minister of Stobo from the Offioe of the Holy 
Ministry he went to have fulfilled the same, 
but was stopped; and did now complain to 
the Presbybwy: That on the first Lord's Day 
in December at the kirk town of Stobo, b»- 
^ rwdy to go and preach there, and in- 
timate the Sentence of Depoaition as above, 
he was encountered by a good number of 
women who told him be was not to preac h 
Uiere, nor any but their own Minister. 
That after hanng long reaaoned with them, 
he was forced to depart rw Hifutn. And being 
enquired if he knew any of the petsom re- 
{died that he knew none of them. 

The Presbyteiy appoints their. Clerk t«i 
lu an account tLereoi before Mr William 
tfont^mery of Macbiehill, Sheriff-depute. 

1732, January 18. Collaetion no. bebaH of 
Robert'dahnidual in idavery to'tke l^iks. 

1733, rehruary 21; at Peebles. Hr Oray. 
InBerMtimn, reported tiiat he snniUed Sfobo 
aa Mipoinled, but he «aa oU^m "» praadl 
in the Chuiehyard, there being no aoeess to 
the ohnrch; the poiob whereof -iivt dnked 
Dp with cart wheda, plough and' the liltok 
ll^the Beddal'being s«nt for atld be i«M 
flick', lliat he went to the Haase when lit 
BnseU'a fkmUy stays,' and knotted aadfUy 
at the door but noile atiawtt«a. TtatdM 
dhUtehyaM stUa was lodted; and no h«U 
oould be (|ot niiw. And timt tba tlmo- their 



old be got niiw. Andttmt tin 
maiaKiac padou, Uts Basaall 
d hekTop her hand and than rati 
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to BQpplf Stobo Skbbath 16 dnys; concludes 
with pnyer. 

Mb Russell's Casi. 
Mr WftllMe, Druiaelzier. went to supply 
Stobo, but found the kirk-stile and doors 
abut. That going to Mr RusseU'e houte for 
the key, his Berrant maid toM him that Mr 
Russell was from homej his wife was not 
well; that the parishionera had the keys, and 

, that ho would got no access to the Ohurch. 
Whereupon he took the honest mea who 
were with him as witneesea that ho was re- 
fused the keys and acceje to the Church 

. And Mr WalUce stated in reply to the Mod- 
erator that he had acquainted Mr Kussell a 
fortnight before that he was appointed to 
supply Stobo. 

OBniNANCBS. 

Thomas Weir and Jahn Orens both from 
Stobo applied to the PrBsbyteiy foe baptism 
for their childrw. And Hobeit Stewart 
from Stobo desired the benefit of marriue 
on Friday eight days. 

The Presbytery appoints Mr LtTingstone, 
Trw^uair, to supply Stobo Sabbath first, and 
baptise these children, and Mr WJlaoe, 
Drumelzier, to marry Robert Stewart; and 
appoints Ur William Walker to supply 
■ftiquair on feabbath first. 

The School. 

1722, April 18. Committee appointed to 
attend the meeting of the Oommisiioners of 
aipply, and desire them to settle schools in 
Newlands and Stobo. 

1722. Hay 1. Mr Livingstone had suppUed 
Stobo as appointed. 

A Fast. 

1722, May 30. A Fast to be held on 
account of the great danger which threatens 
the Protestant religion at home and abroad- 
also the many evidences at God's displeasui-e 
and for the sins of the hnd. ' 

He RtissKiL's Cask. 
1722, May 30. Mr William Russell, 
Htobo, gave in an extract of the Sentence of 
the Commission of the General Assembly 
reponiug him in his charge at Stobo The 
tenour whereof foUowa: — At Edinburch. 
Mrd May 1722. The Coronussicn findSig 
that the whole case of Mr Rassell, late 
mmister at Stobo, u referred to them with 
power to cognosce, and finaUy to determine 
wherein as they shaU see cause, that a&lr 
was moved and the reference read. Parties 
being called, Mr Russell compeared, and 
with him Mr Areh. Stewart, AdTooate, and 
Junes Russell, writer, as piocurator» for 
him, pnrsaers. 

And there compeared also several mem- 
bjTB of the Synod as defenders. And the 
Moderator of Oomminion bdbg afao a 



member of Synod, removed from the Chair, 
and Mr John Stirling, Principal of the 
College at Gksgow, did take his place in 
this case. 

The Sentence of the Committee of th« 
Synod was then read, deposing the said Mr 
William Russell from the Office of the 
Ministry for not praying in express terms 
for King George and the royal bimily, and 
his disregard to all Judicatures of thi* 
Church. 

The Synod had approved of the said 
Sentence of their Committee- 

And Mr RusseL had appealed with 
reasons; there were also Answers to the 
Appeal with reasons. All were read and 
considered. 

Also a petition from the parishioners of 
Stobo entreating that Mr Russell be reponed 
in his Charge. 

All parties also were heard: and Mr 
Russell read a paper containing his gtounds 
of complaint. 

Prayer was also put up to Ood for light 
Mid guidance in their consideration of tliis 
case. And all parties were removed and the 
matter considered. Then Mr Russell was 
called in and was asked:— if he was not 
sensible that he had been in the wrong in 
standing out so much in this matter ? and if 
he was not sorry that he had been so long in 
applying to the Synod to be relnxed from 
the Sentence pronounced upon him ? ^nd 
tJiat he bad been so long in the dark sa to 
bis duty in praying for the King in ezprws 
terms and if he was not resolved for the 
future to do it ? and to carry himself with a 
greater subraission and regard to the Judica- 
tures of the Church ? 

And he declared that be was sensible of 
his fault in those things, and would endeav- 
our through gi-ace to walk more orderly, and 
with greater subjection to the Judicatures of 
the Church. 

And he being removed it was put to the 
vote — Repona or Sot ! and it earned Repone 
by a great majority. 

Therefoi-e this Commission of the General 
Assembly in consideration of all these 
things do repone him in the HiniMnr and in 
his uharge at Stobo. But the Moderator 
was to admonish Mr Russell; which waa 
done, and he undertook again to observe all 



He appointed Mr Cooper, 

Troquair (sic) to preach at Stobo next Lord's 
day and intimate the Sentence of the Com- 
mission reponing Hr Russell to the esemise 
of hifl ministry in the pArish of Stobo. 

Mr Alex. Cooper declared that he had 
intimated accordingly. 

The Presbytery deslmd Mr Rtusell to 
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remove until they had considered the niAtter. 
Which he did. Aod the Ptasbytery after 
Boma roiKoniiig thereon asked Mr RnBsell 
through the Moderator if he adhered to the 
deoUrations and pri>niiaea declared in this 
paper? 

And Mr RuMell answered, " I am not 
obli){ed to answer any ench question." The 
Presbytery was dissatisfied with that answer 
be gave. 

Thb School. 

1722, May 30. Mr Gray, Innerleithen, 
reported that the Brethren attended the 
meeting of Commiaaionera of Supply and 
that they granted their t>etitions; but that 
they had no extract of their Sentence. 

Appoints Mr RuBsell, Stobo, and Mr 

Paton, Newlands, to get an extract of the 

Sentence and lay before the Presbytery. 

Hb Bussbll: Thb School and a 

mor'tu'igatioii. 

1722, December 12. Mr Russell, minister 
of r^tobo, had been long absent from the 
Presbytery and now sent a letter of exoosa 
stating; that going abroad hid now become 
such Ik liurden to him that he was confident 
of their brotherly sympathy in this. Also 
lecommending to their charity a poor man 
called James Ru^iertBon. Also, "That 
there being a Mortification in my hand of 
the sum of eight hundred merits in favour of 
■ school 'naster here, whereof the Presbytery 
of Feeiikd are ovevseera for ever. I am of 
opinion with submission that it should he 
put in a public register, that so good a work 
be not lost among my papers." 

The Presbytery delays judging of his 
excuse until he be present. 
Regarding the abrt>e mentioned MortifitM- 



hia testament when he thought he was dying, 
was recovered and reclaimed against the 
flame; the Presbytery appoint their clerk to 
advertise Mr Bueaell to bring that paper 
oontuning the said Mnrtificatton to next 
meeting, and to aoquaint William Chisholme 
in the parish of Stobo, the said Mortifier to 
be present the same day. 

Appoints Mr RusseU, Stobo; Mr Gray, 
Innerleithen and Mr Livii^toun, Traquair, 
to bring in the lists of Papists in their 
parishes that day. 

Considering the ease of James Robertson 
in distressed clreumstances in Stobo recom- 
mend him to the Sessions for supply. 

Thm Stifbnds or Stobo, Bbodobtom 

AND DnUHXLEIXIt. 

Stobo, 1722, Deor> 12. The Moderator ia- 
ftmned the Preal^tery that thwe were Sum- 



mons given to him as Minister of Drumelzier 
as also to the Ministers of Stobo, Dawick and 
BroughtoD, st the instance of Mr Murray of 
Stanhope, for Keduction of their Victual 
Stipend which Mr Hurray wis in u»e to pay. 
And Mr Gilchrist, Linton, aa Moderator of 
the Presbytery was likewise summoned on 
that account albeit ho was not at that time 
Hodetatur, and told him that the said Vic- 
inal was a considerable pcUt of the said 
Stipend, so that should tne same be eub« 
stract«d, there would remain no tolerable 
Stipend. That the said Victual is paid out 
of Kirk Lands and has been paid sinoe the 
memory of man, and soma of the said par> 
ishee rather need an angmentation of ^eir 
Stipend. And craved the Presbytery would 
asaist therein. 

The Ptosbyteiy appoints the Moderator 
and Clerk tr> sund tne Raid Summons to 
Nicol Spence. Procurator of the Church, 
with an an^ount of ihe said defences and to 
desire him in the Presbytery's name to take 
care thereof. 

The ISohool ahi> a Mobtifi cation. 

1723, Jan. 16. Letter was received from 
Mr Rus«ell Minister of Stobo that he was 
comforted on Monday last with the hopes of 
beinif at the Presbytery this day, but the 
day being stormy he durst not venture, and 
had sent enclosed the List of Papihts in his 
parish; also the Mortification aa desired. 

William Chisholra being called, compeared 
and hsvinj^ heird the said Mortification read, 
said it was nut written as dictated, for he 
said that he only dedicated so much to that 
use after his decease, and added that he or- 
dered the said paper to be put in his wife's 
custody; but contrary thereto, Mr Russell 
took it away, and when be was recovering he 
desired it up from Mr Russell, but he refused 
t« give it to him, and therefore he now de- 
sired it up from the f reabytery. 

The Preebyt«ry sent out Mr Walker, Eirk- 
urd, and Mr Robertson, Eddlestone, to con- 
verse with him, who being returned, reported 
that he still designed ^e thing after his 
decease, and his wife's, in cose he were then 
worth so much, and offered his obligation to 
that effect. 

The Presbytery delays this affair till Hr 
Russell be present, and the Olerk to adver- 
tise Mr Russell to be present. 
pAPnm IN Stobo. 

1723, Jan, 16. Thomas Sinclair tenant in 

Uillhouse; Wauchope his wife; Jamee, 

Francis, Margaret, and Helen Sinclair hia 
children; Peter Donnie their servant-man. 

1723, Feb. 6, William Russell, Stobo, gave 
hia excuse for aeveral abeennes, viz.: want of 
health, which was sustained. 
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Conceraing William Chiabolin's Mortifica- 
tion : — Williaju Chiaholm compeared, ftnd 
the pnper being reKcL Hr Russell snid he 
twd the paper to William before he aub- 
acribed it. Cliiaholm said that be did not 
doubt it being read, but he was not sensible 
at the time, and he desired the paper aft«T 
it was Bubscribed. to be put in his irife's 
custody, and bade give it to heT to keep. Mr 
BuHseU did not deny this. 

Both were removed, and the Presbyte^ 
considering the whole a&ir, approved of Mr 
Russell's mligence, but seeing that WiUiaro 
is DOW recovered and desires liis paper and 
that ha desired it to be given to hia wife and 
no one else; . . . And it was pdt to the 
vote :— Deliver up the Paper to William 
Chisholm or Delay ) And it was carried to 
Deliver. From which Hr Ruseell dissented 
and craved that his dissent might be marked. 
And the Presbytery oonsidering what Will- 
iam had proposed, viz. : that if he were worth 
BO much at iiis decease, or so much as was 
left, he would oblige himaelf to bestow it in 
behalf of a School at Stobo; and the Moder- 
ator was appointed to tell him to make good 
that proiMMl. Which was done, and the 
Paper delivered to him, and William prom- 
ised to give the said Oblii^ation to the Session 
of Stobo H(> Hoon an he recovered back his 
money from Mi' RusHell, whiuh he 
should be at WhitBuadiy next. 

1723, Jtfarch 21), at Peebles. No 
and additions this day, Mr Bustiell, Siobo, 
being altsent, he being very tender in his 
health. 

1723, April 18. Mr Russell, Stobo, sent 
an excuse fur absence on several days the 
ooDsideiation of which was deferred. 

TSANKSGIVIHO. 

1723, April 26. All the Brethren observ- 
ed the Thanksgiving ordered by the Supreme 
Magistrate to be on the 2Gth inet., for the 
Ceasing of the Plague in France, and our 
preservation from it. 

1723, May 10. Next meetini; to be at 
Peebles the third Wednesday of June, and 
Mr Russell, Stobo, to have exercise and 
addition that day; concludes with prayer. 

Hr Bussuj. Aqaih. 
At Peebles 19th June. Hr 
, Stobo, being appointed to have 
1 and addition on James 1 and 8, 
after his dieoourse thereupon it was put to 
the vote. Approve of the asms aa an 
exercise and addition or not 1 And it carried 
in the n^^tive, and he being called in this 
was intimated to him, and he was admonished 
to have it m mmiHutttfirma time coming. 
173S. July 10. A poor old man in Lyne 

riah reoommended to all (he Kirk SeasionB 
charitable eapptj. 



1723. 



1723, June. Several poor scholars and 
others recommended for supply. 

1723, August 28. Next meeting at Stobo 
this day month for a parochial visitation, Mr 
Russell to preach and have the Session book 
ready, and to intimate the Visitation from 
the pulpit. 

ConcludoB with prayer. 

VisiTAiioN AT Stobo. 

1723. At Stobo Kirk. 26th September. 
Mr William Russell preached on Bphes. 6 
and 17. The sword of the Spirit, Ac, and 
was approved. 

Hr Russell being told thaf the Presbytery 
was disBstisfied with hia omitting to pray for 
King George in txfireisii strbis, answered that 
he prayed in these words—" Lord be gracious 
to all in authority over us, and in a special 
man to the King that rulee over these Unds. 
Give him thy judgments and thy righteous- 
ness to thy son." That on the last Presby- 
tory day save one, he prayed publicly before 
them in the congregation txpressii imtHi for 
King Qeoi^ and the Roval family, and that 
none else could possibly be understood to be 
meant by him in bin prayers. 

Mr KuKsell answered the other qoentions 
thus: -He had only two elders, they were 
asH'Hting him, they had not signed the 
Confession of Faith, for they had none 
provided for their snbscription; they were 
circumspect and they kept family worship. 

The west part of the parish had not 
attended Ordinances in their own Ohurch for 
a lung time past. 

There were about three hundred com- 
rannioable persons in the pansh; and six 
papists; and no apostates to nis knowledge. 

He had no Decreet of Locality; bnt only 
a Homing which was e<^uivnJent thereto. 
The Presbytery appoints him to produce the 
same at their next meeting. 

The manse bad been valued, but that 
there were diverse things appointed and 
promised to be done to it whicn were not yet 
performed. 

John Noble and James Falconer, two 
eldera, next compeared, and Sve heads of 
families. Being asked if Mr Ruseell prayed 
tummaiim for King George, they gave no 
distinct answer thereto. 

They had one man who served aa pre- 
centor, Hchiwlmaster and church officer. 
They had no salary for a schoolmaster. 

They had no Mortifications in the parish. 



yet ready. Appoiatatl 

and given to the Presbytery. 
The Uodeiator was appointed to recon- 
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heritors ut«nt the fabric of the Church and 
BUUiae. ftnd if need were, to apply to the 
^'Pcesbytei; thereaneot. And appoint Mr 
Rusaell to apply to the meeting of the 
CommiBsioDera of Supply in order to have 
the sum modified for n le^al ealary for a 
Bohoolmaeter, in the parish of Stobo, in 
proportion to the valued rent of the parish, 
in r^;aid that the heritors oannot be got to 
meet for aUocatias it by n proportionable 
stentine of themselTeB for the said talAry. 
And all were ethorted. 

John Broun, a poor and dlBtresaed auua in 
Stobo, was recommended for charitable 
aupply to the several SesaioDs. 

Next meeting to be at Peebles this day 
monUi, and the day following for prayer and 
privy censures. And the Clerk to bring in 
the Minutes i» jwwmoIp to be revised. 

Concludes with prayer. 

1723, October 23. Reference from the 
Session of Stobo aneot Barbara W. of 
Peebles guilty in Stubo; and although three 
timee summoned to Stobo Session, she had 
not compeared. The Presbytery appointed 
her to be summoned to attend the Presby- 
tery next meeting, 

Sttpbho or Smno. 

17S3, October 83. Mr Russell, Stobo, 
presented as appointed his Letters of Hom- 
ing dated 1718, as to his Stipend. It was 
fojind that the Uiuiater of Stobo has thereby 
throo chald«rs of victual, of the metwuce of 
Linlithgow, two part meal, third part bear, 
and six hundred and fifty merks money and 
thirty merks for Communion elements. 

Hr Russell stated that the Sewion book 
was not yet ready. 

Hit RUBSELI. Agun. 

1723, October 23, The Presbytery con- 
•idering that at the parochial Visitation of 
Stobo Hr RuBBell, notwithstanding of r»- 
commendatioa by the Synod, and other 
Superior Judicatures and his piomisee and 
expren ene^ementA to pray in express 
t«rmB for King Oeoiee, the Prince and 
Princess of Wales and their children for 
ordinary, had omitted the same at their 
Visitation. Which the Preabyt«ry having 
declared their dissatiefaotion therewith, he 
ave his answers thereto. Notwilhatcoding 
ti)ereof. the Presbytery oonaideriog therewith 
the dubious answers that the dders gave 
when interrogated thereanent, whence they 
oould not ooostFuct that he ordinarily prayed 
for King Oeorge, etc., in his own congrm- 
tiqn i—mimatim, and oonsideriiu withal that 
M a former Presbytery when Mr Russell haj 



I addition, he then only prayed 
(or King George maminalim, but not for the 
Prince and I^incess of Wales neminatim. 
They therefore appoint liim in their name to- 
be gravely rebuked by their Moderator, and 
appoints their notice of his omission in that 
affitir to be recorded in theiv register in 
obedience to the Act of the Synod there- 
Mr Russell being called in, the same was- 
doDe to him acc^^ingty Whereupon Mr 
Russell gave in a Protest against the rebukfr 
of which the tcnour follows: — 

In reoard that the words utt«red by me in 
prayer before the Lord at the Visitation at 
Stobo appear to me most sound, orthodox 
agreeable to the Boly Scriptures, Coufeasion 
of Faith, Mid Acts of this Chnrah, and lest 
my silence should he construed as a con- 
demning thereof, 1 jadge myself obliged for 
these snd other weighty reasons, moving m* 



1723, November 7. The Synod expressed 
approval of their diligence in the case of Ur 
Wm. BuBselt, Stobo; and their dissatisfaction 
with his Protieat. And appointed this to bff 
attested in their book. 

1724, January 22. Mr William Russell of 
Stobo gave as his excuse for not having the 
Lord's Supper want of health; which wa» 
sustained. 

Cou.BcnoK roB Dissbntino Co.soatOATioir. 
1724, March 86. Collections to be made 
in all the coi^ragations on behalf of the 
dissenting congr^jation at Uarrickfergus to 
enable them to build a House for thv 
Worship of Qod ; also on behalf of Brampton. 

PoriKv: SohoolmjUTkks: Libkahus. 
1724, April 15. Letter read from the 
Commission of the General Assembly:— lliab 
a representation was sent to the Ijords- 
Justices in the King's absence, and their 
BxaeUeniiies were pleased to give orders to 
all Sheri& and others to suppreas Popish 
, to apprenend persons 



Schools and se 

suspected to be trafficking priests, in order 
to their Trial; also to aee the Letters of 
Orders of preaehera or paatcws who hold 
meeting-houses, of audi as are not qualified 
in terms of the law. 

IVesbyteries also to take notice of school- 
maatets disaffected to the Government. Also 
to settle schools where such are wanting 
soeording to the 4th Act of the Generd 
Assembly 1719. That the Lords have foimd 
by a Solemn Decision 6th February last, 
that if the hentors and Minister refuse or 
delay to pieeent after due oertioration by- 
intimation from the pulpit for that efieet. 
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that then the Preabytary ma.j meet and 
proceed to settle a schoolmaster. 

A Libnuy to be founded in each T^eeby- 
tery. 

The Sohool. 

1734, April 15. Appoints Hi Riueelt, 
Stobo, to lay before the Presbytery ao 
Extract ot tha ComTniseionera of Supply 
anent sattliaK a school id Stobo. And 
leoomineuds ministerB of parishes that have 
no schools to follow Che direotioue in the 
fourth Act of General Assembly 1719 in 
order to have nchnols provided, 

1724, June 10. A collection to be taken 
up in aid of the Soots CcngreBation at New 
York. 

favour of 

1734. July 29. A poor man who had lost 
the si^ht of both eyes reournmeuded. to all 
the Kirk Sessiiins for charity. 

Thi Chabu. 
1723, June 16. The officer reported thac 
he had sunmioQed James Blair, who being 
called, compeared, and being asked what 
sense he had of the evil in suffeiini; the 
Cham to bs used upon his wife ) and in hia 
house by Margaret Drummond ) He 
answered he was obliged to ^et the inaterials, 
but ihat it was against his will, and professed 
he was sorry that any such thing should have 
been done, and that he should never suffer 
the like to be done again in bis house. Who 
being removed, the Session considering the 
said affair, found it t« be very offensive, and 
he highly culpable in suffering it tu be done. 
Therefore they appoint him to be Sessionally 
rebuked, and exhorted not to entertain any 
stranger in his house in time coming not 
having a testimonial. 

BTRUtOBBS. 

With respect to the many strangen and 
vagrant persons who go without tes^cats, 
the Seasion appoints that none within the 
Bounds of this parish entertain any such 
more thun one night, otherwise those that 
contravene the same shall he prosecute in an 
eocleaissCick way and intimation hereof to be 
made from the pulpit next Sabbath day. 

Juno 30. By appointment of the Presby- 
tery a Fast to be observed within the Bounds 
on Thursday next upon aooount of the great 
Drought. 

OoLLBonoNS. 

ITSi. Collections made daring September 
on behalf of a man who had his thigh ciroken; 
also on behalf of two men whose housM in 
Peebles were burned; also to build a meeting 
house for a Dissenting congregation in the 
north of England. (Brampton). December 



HOKTCLOTH. 

Three ells of plush to be bought to make a 
little mortcloth and serge to line it with, 
£17 9b. scots was the total cost. 12a soots 
to be paid for the use of the tittle mortcloth 
with two pence to the officer. 

1724, August 26. Read letter from thd 
Oommisaion of the General Assembly referr- 
ing to many matters, such as — Presbyteries 
to recommend for their Bursaries >)uch hope- 
ful students as have a knowledge of Irish 
(Gaelic); that there be mortt frequent 
Celebrations o( the Lord's Supper; every 
parish to maintain itK own poor; that in the 
case of the soldiery committing sin, that the 
Presbytery apply to the Oommauding Officer; 
in parishes that contain more than one kirk, 
to consider whether one be enough for their 
needjt; that the Procurator of the Church 
will carry on Processes for settlin); schools 
in all parishes that require them; ProcBsses 
alio will be taken against thrse transgressing 
the laws against clandestine marriages; also 
for Recovering MortiQcations for pious and 
charitable Uses; also for certain New 
Erections; the case of Mr William Venice 
lately ChapLuD of a Scote Regiment is 
recommended for supply; and the Sentence 
of Excommunication upon a woman in the 
North is to l>e iotimated from every pulpit 
in i<cotLind. 

Popish Uiktikos. 

1724, October 21. Reply from the 
Presbytery of Pnebles to the Letter from Uie 
Commisaiou; — There are do Popish meeting- 
housas within the Bounds; there are no 
disaffected schoolmasters either; we are in 
course of plantii^g schools where awanting; 
all the Acts of the General Assembly an 
being observed; we have no libraries; none 
of us are deficient regarding CoUections for 
Diumess; we shall take into oonaideratioD 
the case of the Fund for Ministers' Widows 
and Orphans. 

1 724, December 1 6. Stobo contributed on 
behalf of the Scots Congregation at New 
Tork the snm of £3 6«. Scots. 

Every Minister to bring in half a crown on 
behalf of Ur Theodore Menius a German 
Minister. 

Mb Bubsell. 

1724, December 16. Mr Russell of Stobo 
underwent privy censures having been abeedb 
therefrom; and he gave satisfying answers; 
and all the Brethren expressed their satis- 
faction with him; and he was encouraged to 
go on with the work of the Lord. 

173S, February 24. Colleotdon to be taken 
up on behalf of the Harbour of Aberbrothook, 
by Act of the General Asa^mbly. 
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ionera of Supply but 
«Uotat«, neither bad h 



sohool kt Stobo by an Act of the CammiBs- 
' ' but the Bune wfts not 
d he a actadolhonse. 

1726, July 21. The Synod Bune due to 
tbe LitfauauiMi students ia to be sent to the 
Collector in the Oanongate. 

The Synod Bune to the Uthufuusn 
students amounted to £6 16s. 6d. soots 
which WB8 the share of the Presbytery of 
Peebles. 

The Preabyterial Burse to the same 
students amounted to £60 soots for one 
year, 

1726, March 30. List ^Ten -in by Ht 
Russell of Stobo of Papiste in that parish; — 
Thomas Sinclair, tenant in Barrow; Margaret 
Wauchope, his spouse; James, Francis, 
Slargaret and leobel, their children. 

Next meeting nt Faebles April 13; con- 
cluded with prxyer. 

1736, March 31. A poor man in ^Tew- 
Isnds recommended to all thu Kirk - cfsinns 
for charity. 



Efibcopjcs in Pebbles Pakish. 

1726, April 13. Anent the Episcopal 
meeting at Winkstoun, b*ith the Earl of 
March and the Provost .if Peebles replieil to 
the Presbytery that they would do hU in 
theEr power to suppress the aaid meeciog. 
THAa evidently because the Bev. Mr Lyon 
Iiad been removed from his charge at King- 
bom for disloyal practices and did not come 
within thff Toleration Act. 

The M^istrates have sidce taken such 
measures an obliged Mr Lyon to leave this 

1726, May 26. Mr Russell of Stobo 
craved a Visitation of the Kirk and Manse 
of Stobo which are ruinous. The Presbytery- 
appoints the SSrd June next for that 
purpose. 

VuiTATiox or Bkwo. 

17M. At Stobo Kirfc, June S3. Mr 
I^twell. the MiDtatei, atwted that he had- 
observed all the formalities necessary at a 
Visitaldon. 

Whenthe heiitoM weracaUed, there oom- 
pearod' only Major John Hepbunit eequire, 
with a registrate factory undM the haad of' 
Mr. Alexander Murray of Staidii^e. H» 
had provided workmen. 

Tbe brethren irho won appoittted to dUS 
npoo Sir Jamsa Naasmyth foiud bin not U 
booie. 

The woikmett inttrHo* ntrimed and gsre 
in their report and estinsMe: — 

atbVo Kill-, iattB lb, tisen^Toi ts» 



Manse of Stobo: — Kitchen raiead as high aai 
the high bouse, sand and lime, joiating, 
daills, nails, gsrrona, ssrking, stAir, a hewn 
chimney, two windows, slates and skaibie 
nails, rigging stones, plastering, [Minting, 
barling, work at bam and stable, window in 
the ball, dlaaa and work, window ab stair 
head, carnage, etc., 673 lib. 07, Oi soots. 

For the Kirk:— Sarkingi daills for roof of 
Kirk, pointing Kirk Steeple and Chmr, 
sl^M for the whole, rigging stones, work at 
tbe stair to the bellhouee, helping the porch 
walls, work, material, eto.; in aU 421 lib. 00, 



Total over all 1260, 07, 04 lib. soots. 
Presytery ^>prav«s and appoints aooord- 

1726, June 3S. End of Volume of the 
Presbytery Raoords. 



1726. August 3. Letter from the Com- 
mission uf the General Asstf mbly reoomeoding 
a Collection in all the Congtegations on be- 
half of a &idge over the Oeu at Biattwir. 
Also statinii that three new-parishes had < eun 
erected in istrithnaTer, andanew Presbytery. 
t>iere; and that along with the next two < 
Presbyteries is elected into a Synod. 

172et August 3 Degimring of Tolnme of 
the Hec<H^ of the Presbytery of Peebles. 
TliiB volume ends on the 11th April, 17-'4. 

1728, August 3. Mr Russell to spesk to . 
the heritors of Stobo and see if they will ap- 
point a factor for uplifting the money for 
repairing the kirk and manse there and, 
report. 

1727i February 17. Colleotions ^pointod' 
by the Synod to be taken up in all the 
parishes, on behalf of the two daughters <d 
tbe late Htnister o4f Hortoun in the Presby- 
teiy of Penpont. 

1727, March 16L All the Ministers gfkre in 
oontributions on behalf of Stephen Eumood, 
a distressed boy in Peebles. 

1727, June 29. Oollections appcintad: hf 
the Qeoeral Assembly on b^ialf of tha 
Harbour at Banff; and also on behalf of some 
petsons wlio bad suffered by fire at Bast 
Bdms. 

1737, September. There is an aoniiid 
Collection in all the Congregatiions on behalf 
of the Society for propagating ChriatiN) 

A QkATvrm: Slavs . 

mr, September 6. Duosaa Uhw wlut 

wM redeemed from Slavery by the Syiwd 

appeared and thanked the membemi Uw 

companion had i£ed in slavery. 
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Dawios and Hkobt. 

17^, November 8. The Synod concurred 

vith the Presbytery that Dawiclc be settled; 

«nd members were appointed to wait upon 



the Earl of Traquai] 

Earl of March the only heritom 



Lord Linton, and the 
Megget in 
Older to deal with them for their couourrence 
foi a new Erection there. Both those Noble- 
men reponed positively a^inst a oew Ikec- 
tionat Megget. The Kirk of Dawiok was 
reported to have been vacant noir for eight 

Cra. The Settlement of Mogget having 
n found to be impracticable, certain mem- 
bers are appointed to wait upon Sir James 
Naesmith to entreat his concurrenoe in the 
Settlement of Dawick; and the Presbytery of 
Peebles was ordered to proceed with aU con- 
venient speed with the Settlement of 
Dftwick. 

The sacred tune Bedford is found in tha 
Collection of William Weal who died in 
1727- 

The tuna Hudderefield dates from the 
time of the Rev. Madan who lived between 
1729 and 1790. 

Stroudwatei also a saorad tune dates from 
1780. 

17-28, April 10. Fast to be held on 
Wednesday the 17th on account of the ud- 
favDunble seed-time. 

Pjous Pboolamahoh. 

1728, (Jetober 16. Xteod letter fro.u the 
Cciminissioji uf tlie G nuriil sssembly bear- 
ing that Copies <jf Uiii Majesty's Pious 
Proclamation auent vice, &c., and the en- 
couragement of piety and virtue, have been 
sent bi each Presbytery, to be read from all 
the pulpits with eihortationa. Oare to be 
taken also for the extirpation of the idol- 
atrous and superstitious practices of Popery, 
Schools to oe settled in evaif parish. 
Ministers, probationerB, and schoolmasters 
to sign the Confession, and Formula, 
licences and Extracts of Ordination to be 
issued on Grown stamped pap^. This Pres- 
bytery has no Library at their seat. Con- 
tributiona to be made for the Harbour of 
Anstruther. 

CollecUon tiaa Ut be ipade ^r bufldiag a 
new Church at Enzie. ' ^ 

1728, March 6. Vx Williata Buss«ll 
de^red a Visitation of the kirk and manse cf 
8t9bo now more ruinous since last Visitation 
on June 23, 1726, there being no precMU-ations 
nude since that' titna. A Committee ap- 

Kinted to meet therefor tl^it end on April 
, and Mr ttussell to iiiakg all intioiatlW 
and to have workmed' in reddlness, And 

HBBnT. 



their represenbitiveB to the Qeneral \Haembl]r 
in theOase of Profesaor Simson:— Thntwhat 
the Qonerat Assembly bus found relevant and' 
pi-OFen, doaervea the Sentence of DepusitioD; 
and notwithstanding what alleviations are 
ofTored, and what deolaratioiiB be has given 
in to the last General Assembly, shewing 
himself to be sound and orthodox, yet it ia 
not safe that he be entrusted any longer to-' 
teauh in this Church, and therefore hope thoV 
the General Assembly will take such method, 
and pass such Sentence to prevent the same' 
and promote the peace and edification of thia 
Church as shall put a speedy end to this 
a&ir; and if this can be done without going 
further upon what remains in the Prooesa, ' 
the Presbytery ie humbly of opinion with all 
submission to the judi;ment of the Qeneral 
Assembly that this is the most desirable way 
of bringing this business to a safe issue. 
VisiTiTios or Storo. 



1729, April 16:— New hewn door to 
kitchen, five windows, Rlass, new door, eto., - 

atanchels to the laigh windows, floor of easter 
garret, floor of room above cellar, six dosen 
cabera of Aah or Oak, timber, theiking, 
carriage, etc., 162 00 Ot. We adhere to the 
actount^iven in to the Presbytery, June 23) 
1726; with the foregoing additions. 

Uore eiked to the above Account for lift- 



iron for putting up the same, and mtJdng a 
stair to tne garret seven libs Soots. 

"Tie Presbytery find that it will take 169 4s 
more of additional reparations to the estimate 
given in on June 23, 1728, which was 
12W 7 4, and being added to the same 
mounts to 1409 lib 7 8. scots to repair fci* 
manse, offices, kirkyard dylcea, eto.. <rf. 
Stobo. 

BIr Russell the minister, and Mr Gray, 
merchant; in Edinburgh, factor and uplifters 
ofth« said money. 

1729, June 29. ^f^er from the Provost 
of St ^ndrewa endosing copies of Brieves 
from King George to the Ministers of the' 
Presbytery appointing a Collection for build- 
ing the Harbour of St Andrews/ 

RsPiiM TO KiBK AMD Mahsm. 

1729. June SO. Act for the repuation 
of kirk, manse, etc., of Btobe. It ws« 
st^ed that nothing had -beeft done iA th«r 
way after the Viaitxtion otJanO ITSff. Ilrt 
following stent was drawn npi—Barl Of 
Mawh'a lands, rent 681' 19 4, the onAt of 
393' 00 U; Ut Murny oC SCanlMptf; tent 
ItiM laa the Sam of 9S» S 4d; SifldAnft of 
WMtwn HtppitewTeot, 46 liB,- the-»ftto'of 
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TaiNDs. 
1730, F«brnu7 11. The Moderator h^d 
received a Summona u Moderator of the 
Piesbjterj before the Lords of Council and 
Session at the instance of Sir Alex. Murraj 
of Stanhope. ALto it was represented that 
MeasTB RusseU of Stobo, WaiUoe of 
Drumelzier, and Robert Broun of Dswick 
were Etlso HDmmoned as partien anent the 
Valuation of Teinds, etc. Ap|K>inta a letter 
to be written and si^ed by the Moderator 
to the Hroicurator and Agent for the Church 
anent the same, with the Summons enclosed, 
and in rsKacd that Mr Walker of Kirlcuid is 
to go Edinburgh this week he is to deliver 
the said letter to them. 



1730, August fi. Hr Russell craved a 
Visitation also of Stobo the reparations 
there beiof! now finished. A Commitlee was 
appointed to go there on 17th September for 
that purpose. 

Kext meeting at Peebles September 9; 
oloeed with prayer. 

ViHiTATios OF Stobo. 
1730, September 30. Regarding the 
Oommittee's Visitation of Stobo they found 
that the kirk had been repaired sufficiently 
only the porch on the outside being to pin 
and plaster. The cellar at the maose waa 
yet to plaater, the reason being that the 
pend was like to fall. Mr Russell employed 
John Hyslop to take it down and was to paas 
from the plastering of the cellar that so John 
Hyslop might have payment of ten merks 

The kirbyard dykes are not yet done. 
Also the east end of the Manse is not 
thatched with straw, as likewise the middle 
wall in the garret is not pinned and cast 
with lime, also the etanchels of the lower 
windows are not in. The reason that the 

Skes are not done is that Sir Alexander 
amy discharged him &om digging clay on 
hia ground. The Minister, Mr Russell, 
jffotested against this excuse. Further 
consideration delayed till next Presbytery 
day. 

Who akb to Gaix i MiNiBiaR! 
1730. Two parties ranged on hostile 
sides, were fightina their battles in the 
Courts of the Churon, The one party who 
ware the Moderates of their day contended 
that the Call to a vacant Ohurota should be 
aigned only by the beritore and Elders. 
The other puty or popular section main- 
tained that the Call should proceed from the 
whole heads of families belonging to the 
Congr^ation. The former went by the Aot 
of 1690; the latter by that of 1M7. This 
was but the beginning of a prolonged 



oontroverdy which had its issue in 1733 in 
The First Secession from the Church. Th» 
Ministers who seceded at that time were — 
Wilson of Perth, Monorieff of Abemethy, 
Fisher of Kinclaveu, and Ebeneser Erskine 
of Fortmoak. 

Communion or Rockingham was adapted 
by Edwanl Miller (1731-1807) Bouah dates 
from about 1731. 

Rbfaibb oh Kire and Manbe. 

1730, December 2. John Middleton, 
Wright, and John Hyelop, mason, in Peebles, 
undertakers of the reparittions on Stobo kirk 
and manse produced a letter directed to the 
Moderator from Mr RusseU minister of 
Stobo. It was to the effect that both had 
finished their work except kirkyard dykes, 
and stanchels of windows, and thaclc of the 
house, which Mr Russell hnd undertaken to 
do and retain the price of. Therefore the 
Presbytery might do in that matter as they 
thought best as Hr Russell had to be in 
Edinbui^h on the day of the Presbytery 
meeting. The Presbytery thereupon ap- 
poiKted the foresaid workmen to be paid ao> 
cording, reserving the price of work not 
done. The ubstacles for building the dykes 
not being yet removed. 

1731, February lO. Mr Williamson of 
Chapelhill, and John Uacmillan, chamberlain 
to the Earl of March, and Ales. Tweedle, 
foctor to Sir Alexander Murray of Stanhope, 
compeared, desired that the reparations . at 
Stotiu Kirk and Hanee be declared sufficient. 
And the Presbytery upon considering tha 
report of their Committee of 30th Sept«mber 
last, and the letter from Mr Russell of 2nd 
December found that the same was don« 
according to estimate. Extracts given. 

1731, March 22. Regarding the repara- 
tions of the Manse at Stobo, &c., the Mmote 
is to be understood according to Mr RuBseU's 
letter of November 27 1730, wherein h» 
undertook to do the stanchels of the windows 
and thatch and retain the price thereof i<a 
that end. Also the said Act does not com- 
prehend the Kirkyard Dykes as being not 
yet built. 

1731, April 14. Collection on behalf of 
Reformed Congregation at Copenhagen. 

1731, July 21. Collection for our Protest- 
ant brethren at Eieydan, in Samogitia in 
Lithuania. 

Contributions also recommended on behalf 
of a youth with a broken and shattered 1^, 
one of a numerous family, and now at Bigxar 
hut lately within the Bounds, whose faHer 
is without means to satis^ the suigeons. 

Mb Rubbill Aoaik. 

1732, April 2. The Olerk presented the 
draught of the CommisaioD to tneir memben. 
to the Oeneral Assembly Which was read and 
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ftp(woveo But Mr Buseell of Stobo de- 
otining to si^n tbe FormuU prescrilMd by th« 
General Assemljl^ 1711, appomts the attes- 
tation of the aaid Cotnmissioi) to bear the 

Tbb ai;itii-TBBa' Qbam 

1732, AprU 12. On the petitioa of Mr 

Russell of Stobo a Cmnmittee was appointed 

to meet at ^tobo on th« 20th inst. U, duaigD 

Ei for one horse and two kine yearly with 
ige, fewel. fail and divot, and free issue 
entry, out of the most ciimmodioiis nud 
best pasturage of Che Kirklaoda lying ueaiest 
the Manae on the East side thereof, in pos- 
session of Sir Alexander Hurray of Stan- 
hope, The Minister to write to Sir Alex- 
ander Murray to be present; and both he 
and the Minister to have honest men present 
there that day. 



being nothing done by the Committae at 
Stobo oi) Thursday lost, and chat he had ap- 
pealed but was unwilling to prosecute it and 
desired tbe appointment of a new Committee. 
The Presbytory called for the KejKirt of the 
Committee appointed to [ueet at St«bo on 
the 20th April:— 

The Committee had met, and there com- 
peared Mr Archibald Murray, advocate, 
commissioned by Sir Ales. Murray of Stan- 
hope. Mr Murrsy rend the 21nI Act of the 
third Session of the second Parliament oh. 2, 
and propounded the following defences: -1. 
That there was no evidence brought that the 
lands mentioned in the petition were kirk 
lands. 2. Though they were kirk lands, 
they are arable lands and have been arable 
for many years back, though of late for rest- 
ing the ground they have been a shnrt time 
grass, yet Chey ure still arable, and the said 
Act of Parliament provides that in case the 
kirk-landa lyinK near the Miaister's Manse 
be arable, the heritors are ordained to pay 
tbe MIniatar twenty ponnd scots yearly for 
the said grass of one horse and two cows. 3. 
Mr Russell hath already seven Soumes grass 
being in possessioD of three score ten sheep's 
grasa upon the land which ia more than the 
legal allowance and therefore there eitn be no 
more new allowance. 

To which Mr Russell answered:— 1. The 
lands are reputed to he kirklands, and if Mr 
Hurray would produce his righta which alone 
can determine the roatter they would be 
found to be kirk lands. But further itisevid- 
ent that these are kirk lands by the pomession 
by Hr Russell of grass for a horse and a cow 
out of these lands for thirty-one years past 
peaoeably without any interruption. 2. 
Though they be arable for several years past, 
they have been grass and now common grass 
to the present tenant and not only so butthe 
Cottan do likewise pasture upon them. 3, 



It answera itself, for it does in no wise- 
weaken hia claim in regard as is already said 
and owned by Hr Murray, the grass is 
sheep's grass which can never hinder the Uw 
in his favour to take place for a horse and 
two cows' graas. It being notoursasalread/ 
said, that be had possession of three Soumea 
in common with the tenants, especially see- 
ing that Sir Alexander Murray hath enclosed 
upwards of a hundred bolls of victual sowing 
in the esst town besides what he hath en- 
closed in the west town, and the ground de- 
sired ljy Mr Russell is not encloaed, and lias 
Deareet to the Manse. And though it were 
designed as ia deaired by Mr Russell, itoould 
be no hindrance to Sir Alexander to enclose 
the rest, and therefore the Committee inspect 
the ground, and call for the Countrymen here 
preaent, viz: — Williitm Ramaue, tenant in 
HallLyne, and James Girdwood in Steinatoa, 
and order them to design out of these lands^ 
four Soumea grass in teims of the law especi- 
ally seeing Sir Alexander Murray himself 
who should have been present, did on Satur- 
day freely offer to Mr Russell four Soumea- 
grass which he could noC accept of seeing it 
lay not convenient for him in terma of the 
law, which plainly enervates the three 
allegations of the learned lawyer his piocur- 
stor present. 

The Committee had heard all the fore- 
going and the parties viva tioct and were of 
opinion that the matter was of such conse- 
quence that they must refer it to the Presby- 
tery to determine. 

And Mr Ruaaell had disaented and pro- 
tested from this decision of the Committee 
and appealed to the Presbytery or the Synod. 
Tho Preabyt«ry approved of the Com- 
mitt«e's diligence and conduct in this affair. 
This day Mr Archibald Murray, advocate, 
being present presented a petition from Sir 
Alexander Murray pointing out that a Con- 
tract had been entered into between Mr 
Russell and Sir Alexander on 25th February, 
1790, seeing that some part of the glebe would 
fall within certain enclosures Sir Alexander 
was making, to excamb such parts of the 
glebe aa might fall within tbe enclosures for 
ground equal in quantity and quality, and 
this oxcambion to be at the sight of four 
honest men, and both had agreed to the ex- 
cambion being ratified by the Preabytery, 
And Sir Alexander begged the Presbytery to 
consider tbe affair of the excambion along 

The Presbytery delayed till the last day 
of May; closed with prayer. 

1732, April. Stobo'B ahare of the Synod 
Burae is £1. 

Tbe Mihistbk'b Gsasb. 

1732, September 13. Alex. Tweedie, 
factor for Sir Alex, Hurray of Stanhope, 
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ooming lata, the uMwer of Mr Rusxelt was 
lend to him anent the Soumee of tjrasB. Bat 
Sir Alexander iDsiated that a Coitiraittee 
mijjht be appointed for Bllocating BCr 
Buaaell's graas-lttnd and inspecting the 
«Xcaun.bioa of some part of the glebe. 

Ue Buaaell proposed that this matter be 
deUyed till neit Preabjtery day that he 
miglit have aa opportunity uf meetinic with 
Sic Alexander or aoj other intrusted with 
his affairs before that time. To which the 
Presbytery agreud. 

1732, September 13. As to ths afiair 
betwuen Bir Alexander Murray and Mr 
Kussell of Stobo, Mr RuBsell interrogated 
what he had to say in that buaineaa. 
replied that he having begun a Process for 
allocating his Soumea of anst in April last, 
and the season for gross oeing now over, he 
does Dot design at present to inaiat any 
further in that affair. 

1732, December 27. Mr EushbU of Stobo 
liad met with Mr Charles Murmy, brother 
to Sir Alexander Murray iif Stanhope, nnent 
bis grass Suumes, but did not gu in with 
their proposals. But be petitioned the 
Synod anerit the same and produced an 
extract of tbe Recutumendation of the Synod 
to the Presbytery which was read and ia 
■» retenlis. 

1732, Dotembor 27. At Peebles. The 
Presbytery appointed both Mr Russell of 
Stobo and Alexander Tu-eedie, as factor for 
Sir Alex. Murray, to be present next 
Presbytery day, 

1733, February 7. Stobo sent to the 
Royal Infirmary £5 6b. 6d. scots. 

Tbb Minibtmb's Obaks. 
1733, Feliruary 7. Anent the matter of 
the Soumea of grass at Stubo: — Alexander 
Tweedio, factor for Sir Alexander Murray of 
Stanhope, was present, and the Presbytery 
allowed also to be present the laird of 
Polmood who was brother-in-law to Sir 
Alexander. Alexander Tweedie stated that 
it wsB perfectly well known to the Presby- 
tery that there was a ContrFict between Sir 
Alexander and Mr Russell for excambing a 
part of the (jlebe at Stobo, a copy of which 
was lodged in the hands of the Presbytery 
by Mr Archibald Murray, advocate at the 
Synod, in April lost. And craved that the 
Ih'esbytery would at once at the sight of 
honest countrymen and land-metstera get 
both the excambion and also the grass 
Soumes sett off in that ground next to Mr 
Russell's glebe, which is the west side of the 

To which Hr Russell replied that no 
respect shonld be had to whkt was repre- 
Bented. (I). Because when this pretended 
Contract was put by Mr Archibald Murray, 
advocate, before the Committee of the 



Presbyterv at Stobo on the 19th April lost, 
Mr Russell protested as he now does again 
ogainat the Presbytery taking any notice or 
meddling therewith. Whereupun Mr Murray 
as he saw himaelf oblised in law, withdrew 
the same. (2). The Presbytery is directed 
by the Synod to set off Four Soumes grass 
aooording to law to Mr Russell, without any 
respect to the pretended cntract. (3). 
There hath been no insisting by !Sir Alex- 
ander Murray thereanent. until they see tbe 
Presbytery limited to the Fnur grass Soumea 
and so this present applicatiim is allenarly in 
view of keepini; Mr Russell from the 
possession of what the Law allows him to his 
great loss as it hath been already and to the 
manifest prejudice of his successors. And 
the Synod directs this Preshytery to sett off 
to him with respect thereto and this without 
prejudice to the said pretended Contract, it 
being altogether foreign and extraneous 
therefrom; and law being patent to the said 
Bir Alexander Murray and his factor to insist 
therein as they see cause. (4J. As to the 
ground pointed out by Alexander Tweedie 
for the xaid ^oumei), it is evident by ocular 
inspection and by Mr Russell' a certain know- 
ledge these thirty-one years past, that there 
was never sufficient gmss for Pour Soumes 
thereon. Therefore on all these aocounls 
and otbifrs Mr Russell protests against the 
Presbytery having anything to do with the 
pri'tcnded copy of Principal Oontrsct, and 
against the dilatory defences proponed by 
Alexander Tweedie against tbe Presbytery 
complying with the Act of the Synod. 

To which Alexander Tweedie replied: — 
That there was no Protest token by Mr 
Russell against the Contract at the meeting 
of the Committee so alleged, nor when Mr 
Archibald Hurray gave in the Contract to 
the Presbytery in Edinburgh. And the 
Contract has lain still in the hands of the 
Presbytery ever since, under their considera- 
tion and has been several timee insisted on, 
and thinks that the Presbytery should have 
as much rei^nrd thereto, Mr Russell being 
bound under a penalty of twenty pounds 
sterling by and at our performance. As to 
any Act of Perliament appointing grass 
Soumes, and as to the quality of graas 
offered, honest countrymen are the best 
judges. And in case Mr Russell should 
insist for the grass Soumes, separately as he 
hath done, the saidAlexander Tweedie refers 
to Mr Archibald Murray's defences given in 
at the ■ Committ^se thereanent. The said 
grass Soumes being offered to Mr Russell 
amicably only to come in to the terms of the 
Controct. 

(1) Mr Russell replied thatas to thefirsthe 
refers to the Brethren present, and to Mi 
Archibald Hurray. Mr Russell was not 
present at Edinburgh nor was he warned to 
eome thereto, so could not protest. (2). 



STOBO CHtTBOH— PraivUriVniuin 



As to the Contrncta being jnaisted on. it ie 
«ertMin tlut neither at the meedng ttt Hniot 
in October last, nor sinoe that daj, hath 
there bean insiBting in that pretendod Con- 
ttnct, so it is altojjether out of doors, until 
Hr Euasell be l^aily sisted before a Judica- 
tory thereanent. (3). As to the pretended 
Contract. Ur Ruasell adheres to his Prot«Bt 
against which the f ieBb;rter7 oannot proceed. 
And Hr Russell a^ain insists that it is with 
tiie view of depriving him of the benefit of 
the law with respect to his grass. As to an 
amicable offer, it iH unintelligible to any man 
of commonHenLTe how there can be an 
Amicable ofier where the matter was lUit 
canttitat before the proper Judicatorj. 

The laird of Polmood ofi'ered to the 
Presbytery that when they pleased Co 
appoint a Committee for inspecting the 
exoambion and the grass Soumes together, 
he would give in a piece of ground more than 
the hooeut men's determination and over 
and above what should be thought needful. 
Bfr Rusaell replied that this offer waa of 
piece with the amicable offer previously 
mentioned and adhered to his Protest which 
lays an e&ctual bar in the way of the 
PresbyMry or any other Judicatory of the 
Church to meddle in that matter until Mr 
Russell be legally sistod before them; the 
matter of the rtabs being the only subject of 
debate between the factui nnd Mr Rusaell, 
and the Presbytery being limited by the 
Bynod thereto. 



monih, and all parties to compear, and 
Alesnuder Tweedie to have honest country 
men and metsters pcesent in case the 
Presbytery require them. 

Mr RusseU protested and offered to dictate 
reasons it once which the Presbytery de- 
clined, as so much time had been taken up 
already and he can give them in within ten 

The Ministkr's Orash. 

1733, February 28. Parties were sum- 
moned several times at the most pat«nt door 
of the Church, but Mr Russell the Minister 
did not com[iear. The laird of Polmood and 
AtoxHiider Tweedia both compeared for Sir 
Alexander Murr.iy of Stanhope. A Protest 
from Mr Russell was read which had been 
given in to the Clerk against the Presbytery 
meddling with bis glebe, when the Synod 
had appointed them to lay off the Soumes of 
grass only. 

The laird of Polmood and Alexander 
Tweedie represented thst on the faith of the 
Contract between Sir Alexander Murray and 
Mr Russell, Sir Alexander bad been at the 
forest expense in laying out his avenue both 
in the rast side and west side of that part of 
the glebe, the ezcambion of which wbb 



desired. And that the; had men in readi- 
nees for deeigning the ground both for the 
exoamlHon and the (nass Soumes. T^ey had 
also this day set Heaths how far they could 
:Aow the ground to be set off for the 
exoambioa on the east side of the Burn; Mtd 
that they engaged to clear that ground of the 
houses; rubbish, st«nea and timbei, all save 
the Old Tower to he afterwards considered. 
And as for what remains for the excambtmi 
and the Soumes they allowed the ground to 
be designed along Mr Sinclair's March on 
the west side above the high road, and as far 
north as the honest cuuntry men shall judge 
equivalent for the excambion. And it is to 
be marked that when the eicambion is 
finished, the avenue dyke shall be Mr 
BuBsell's March on the south aide. And 
when in setting off the ground on the west 
aide the country man come above the 
Churchyard dyke in going northward, the 
bounds on the east side shall be along the 



It was also offered by the parties thst the 
Minister should have for the leading hie 
fewel, either the old road or snuther equally 
convenient as also a gate on the north side 
of his glebe for sccess to his Soumes of sheep 
on the hill. 

They engaged further to make up any 
dsmage the Minister may sustain by the 
proposed excambion taking place before he 
reaped the crops. They also offered clear 
entry from the avenue to the Church and 
Manse and that the value of the road be 
deduced from the value of the ground by the 
country men. And the Bum shall not be 
turned from its old channel so as to preclude 
the Minister from water. 

Delayed till meetiug at Peebles on March 
21 ; and Mr Pston and Mr Walker to meet at 
Stobo Find arrange matters for the Presbytery; 
closed with prayer. 

In 1733 arose the Glassites, whose leader 
was the Rev. John Olaas, Minister of 
Tealing. 

Death of Mr Rui^bll, Mihistsk of 



Slippertield, formerly Minister of Morham, 
Calbd 8upt«mber 25, 1700. Admitted April 
29 thereafter. Died March 13, 1733, in the 
41st year of his Ministry. Ho married 
Helen, sister and one of the co-heiresses of 
John Hamiltoun of Prestoua, and had 
WiUlam, who succeeded him, Hden, Mar- 
garet, Orissell, James and John. 

The Minister of Drumelzier, John Wallace, 
died the same year. 
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1733, March 21. Tha Brethren being in- 
formed of the death of their Brother, Mr 
William Ruaaell, Miaiater of Stobo, on the 
13th inst , appointed Mr. Johnstoun of Lyne 
to supply Stob.. on Sabbath drst and dackre 
the same vacant. 

(Note. — Mr Rusaell was last present at 
the meeting of Presbytery at Peebles on the 
7th February when his a&ir of the ftrass 
Soumes and proposed excambion at Stobo 
came up. He had been absent ever since.) 

TSE BVSSBLLB OF SUFFERHUJ). 



the Lyne. Upon this bum stand the Three 
Slipperfields — viz, the Ewe-Third, the 
Middle-Third, and Loch-Third. These 
belonged of old to Pennecuik of that ilk. 
Later, they belonged heritably to Mr William 
Buaeell, Minister of Stobo, eldest son o£ 
James Russell of Kingseat. 'I'ha Loch-Third 
was the heritaze of Robert Graham, de- 
scended from the Grahams of Wewt-hall. 
Kingseat came into the posaession of Colouel 
M'Dowal; and part of Slipperfield is the 
property of Mr Forbes of Medwyn. Besides 
the disappearance of tha Huasells from this 
part, other families alsj no longer have 
holdings in this neighbourhood, notably, the 
Lawsona of Cairnwood, and the Clelnnds of 
Stonypath. In 1627 the lands of slipperfield 
belonged to Lord Holy rood house— a peerage 
created in favour of John Bothwell in lti07. 
Thb Mihisteb's Gbass. 

1733, March 21. Alexander Tweedie, 
factor for Sir Alexander Murray of Stanhope 
desired the Presbytery to proceed with their 
Visitation of the glebe and grass Souraes of 
Stobo notttithstanding thu decease of Mr 
Russell; and this the(Preabytery Hgroed to 
do on the lUh April; and intimation to be 
sent to the widow of Mr Russell and his son 
William Russell, merchant in Ediuburyh. 

173;i, April 11. Anent the glebe and 
Soumes of Stobo, the laird of Polmood com- 
peai'ed and Aleiander Tweedie, factor for 
Sir Alexander Murray. But Polmood had 
no Commission but promised that if the 
Presbytery would proceed, there would be 
nothing done until he should procure suffi- 
cient warrant from Sir Alexander. Mr 
Russell, son to the hits Minister, stated that 
he and I'olroood had agreed that nothing be 
done until the oropt be taken off, with which 
the widow was satisfied. The Presbytery 
then carried by plurality that they had power 
to proceed. 

17S3, April 11. Continuing the a&ir of 
the Stobo glebe, etc. The Presbytery 
unanimously agreed that Polmood and Alex- 
ander Tweedie shall declare in Sir Alexander's 
name that their proposal to sett off grass for 
a horse and two cows' grass to^etSer with 



the uxcambion of that part of the glebe that 
(alls within Sir Alexander's encloBures shall 
be without prejudice to the seven Soumes of 
sheep according to the Minister of Stobo's 
usual possesaion. 

Polmood and Tweedie stated in reply that 
they had no particular instructions there- 
anent but would write to Sir Alexander. 
And tbey were willing that unless the 
Presbytery was satisfied with respect to tha 
seven Soumes, that all they were about to do 
would be nidi and void in that case 

The Presbytery then agreed to give them 
till Lammas to obtain a declaration from Sir 
Alexander anent the 'seven | Soumes grass; 
and that all their proceedings would become 
null and void unless the Presbytery was 
satisfied with what Sir Alexander declared 
regarding the seven Soumes that the Minister 
of t^tobo was in use to possess; by and attour 
grass for a horse and one cow at least. 

Four country men were then sworn and 
seni forth to report on the excambion and 
the four Soumea grass, 

Mr Johnstoun of Lyne had supplied Stobo 
and declared that Kirk vacant. Mr RobMt 
Bioun of Dawiok to supply Stobo next 
Sabbath. 

1733, April 11. The four country men 
then came in and gave their report. Dated 
1 1th April, 1733. 1'heir names were — 
Thomas Saltoun in Bonn in); ton. Thomas 
Borroman in Whitehaugh; Archibald Hal] in 
Scotstoun; and John Kay in Ingleaton 
Bridge. " We have accordini; to our know- 
ledge sett off the said Four Soumes grass 
and ground e.]ual in value to what of the said 

frlebe falls within the said enclosures, all 
ying contiguous to<>cther next ground to tha 
remnant of the said glebe; and we have given 
allowHUce for a road to the Minister'i) fewal 
to come through the said ground, sett off, 
and a gate is to be put upon the mosc 
convenient place for in entry. And we have 
set up stones round the whole — The first pit 
stone beginning at the end of the Maose- 
bam and cronses the Burn below the said 
bam and goes down the east side of the Old 
Tower to the outside of the planting of ^be 
highway tilt the foot of the kirk croft, and 
runs up the fifth ridge of the said croft, and 
from that up by the Thorn baulk to the head 
of Daviea hill, and runs about the middle of 
a head ridge belouEing to Mr Sinclair at the 
head of the anid hill, and from that down the 
heuzh near to the bum, and crosses the bum 
at tne foot of two Butts belonging to Hr 
Sinclair and run'4 down upon a siraight line 
to the park dyke that goes into the n^d of 
the Mansion yard. 

1733, April 18. Upon reading the report 
of the countrymen at Stobo with respect to 
the Axoambion of part of the glebe and the 
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MttinK qB tbe four SouniM grua, Mr Walker 
of Eirkurd ioformed the ProBbylarj' that 
AichiWd £UB, one of the ooaotirmen, 
doHired Urn to laj it before ^e Preabjtery 
that it was oommuned among them and 
■gieed to that tbe Park dyke should be 
Imilt withoat the Marchea set by them. 

The Preabytarj deoUres also thst thii is 
to be without prejudice to a Brae above the 
Minister's yard and a gisaa yard below it be- 
loDging to the Himstei Uiere which Sir 
Aluander Hurray has planted; and appoints 
tlie Clerk to aaqnaiat Alexander of that 

1733, Mtty aO. Ur LinagstouD d Tn- 

Suir did not supply Stobo on account of bis 
ther's de«tb at uiat tune. Hr Bronn of 
Dawick to do eo on JBabbatib Snt; tad Mr 
livingstoun on Sabbath foor wee^ 

ThB PaTBOIT AMD THI VaOANOT. 

1733, May SO, at Peebles. Read letter 
from tbe Earl of Wigtoun bearing that he 
as Patron of Stobo was vary wiUing that the 
parish should be settled with a sufficient 
well-qualified Miniatei who would be' agree- 
able to the Presbytery. Therefore desired 
the Preabytery to invito Mr John Batrd, 
probationer, to preach in the church, who 
was well recommended to him, and whom 
he hoped would be ooceptable to all oon- 

The Preebytoty invited Mr Baiid to preaoh 
before them on Jane 27, and to bring hit 
lioense and testimonials with him. 

On a cefeience from the Minister and 
Seeuon cf Peebles, it waa alloned to Agnes 

L , who had confevsed to immorality 

oommittad in tiie Palish of Stobo, to satisfy 
in that Parish of Stobo as she desired. But 
that parish being vacant, it was appointed 
that the one of the brethren who Biq>plied 
Stobo waa to rebuke her in the Session and 
appoint her to satisfy before the oongre- 

A PAOsrioztTK UiniaTBK. 
1733, June 27. Ur John Baird having 

Cduced his license and teatimoiiials to some 
thren, preached this day on let Epistle ef 
John, 5th chap., verse 4,—" For whatsoever 
is born," Ac. His license was from the Pres- 
b^ry of Biggar dated 35th January last, and 
hu testimomal from the Presbytery *iao 
dated 5th June. 

1733, June 27. Hr John Baird this day 
preached before the Presbytery, 

Ur Boird, probationer, to supply Stobo 
Sabbath first and the last of July; and Hr 
Oooper late of Traqoair to supply Stobo any 
Saboath between these two Saobaths, and to 

hold senon there. And Hut Agnes L , 

who bath oonf eased that aha waa guilty in 
Stobo, be aommoned tiw tha dtg that he 



pcaachea there, and be seasioDalljr sebulutd, 
and thwMftar ba admitted to the place d 
ptdilio repantance to satisfy aoccwding to th» 
Discipline of the Church. 

July 36, 1733. Charitable Svpply ten 
all the Saaiiopg reoommended to Dunoaa 
Manintyre and Isobel Simaon his kmubo la 
Stobo, two old people whose house had bean 
wholly oonsumra by Sxe. 

1783, August 1. Appoints Hr Robert 
Broun of Dawick to au^y Stobo Sabbath 8- 



Ur Alexander Robertson to snpp^ Stobo- 
Sabbath SO days; and Ur Baird to suppli' it 
the Sabbath jost before next meeting. 

Contributions for Dunoaa Uacintyre, afl 
old man in Stobo burned out : — Eddtestouiii 
Lintoun, Newlands, Eirkurd, Lyne, Ira- 
quair, eaoh two shillings sterling; Dawick 
half a croan; Peeblee and Stobo eadi a crown; 
Tweedsmuir, Dmmelrier, Manor and Innar- 
kitheu yet deficient. 



Ur Robert Broun of Dawick absolved 

Agnea h before the oongrogatioa of 

Stobo as appointed. 

PuBaKiAnoif TO Btobo- 

1733, September 12. Hr William John- 
stoun, writer in Eklinburgb, desired acoeea 
to the Presbytery, and being admitted, 
raeeented a letter ot Preaantation from th* 
■arl of Wigtoun in favour of Ur John 
Baird, probationer, to the Ejrk and Parish 
of Stobo. He 

Aoceptanoe from Hr 

ttia Moderator. Afl which 

FoKTHiB PsooaaniNoa. 

Appoints Ur Paton of Newlands to supply 
Stobo Sabbath S days; and after sermon to 
call a meetiiig of the congre^tion and sound 
the inolinadoDs of that jiansh with respect- 
to their being settled vrtth Mr John Baird, 
presented by the Earl of Wigtoun, and to 
report. 

1733, October 17. Mr Paton of Newlanda 
iiaported that he having preached at Stobo 
the people there were greatly inclined for Ur 
John Baird to be their Uinistor. Appointa 
Ur Baird to supply Stobo on S<ibl«th 8 day» 
and Sabbath fortnight. 

I73S, Novr. 7, at Edinburgh. Tbe Uod- 
acator presented a petition from the elders 
and others in Stobo delivered to him bf 
Adam Wylie, one of the elders there, for the 
Uuderation of a Call to Ur John Baird to be 
Minister in the Pariah of Stobo. 

The Preabytan appointed Hr Walker oi 
Sitkurd to pteadk ana moderate in a Call to 
ba givwi to Ur Baird at Stobo on the 6th at 
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Seoember; Mid that the Moderator, tSt 
FtDdlater, preach at Sbobo on Sabbath 8 
'days, and intimate the Modaratton of ths 
CM; and Mr Bruce, Manor, to supply Stobo 
SabUtb 20 days. 

1733, Deer. 12. The Presbytery appoiot^ 
«d Mr Baird an exegesis Di ■vintale religienii 
Ckrtsti,\KaA allectnre onlet Cr., 16th chap, 
for the 9tli January; and to supply Htobo the 
fiwt Sabbiith of J<uiuary: and Mr Hutcheson 
to supply Stobu Sabbath fortnight. 

Next meeting at Peebles, 9th January 
1734; closed with prayer. 

The Mihibtbr's Gbus. 

1734, January 9. Read letter from Mr 
Charles Murray, brother of Sir Alexander 
Hurray of Stanhope, now proprietor of the 
lands of Stobo, bearing that now the season 
advances when the high road at f'tobo should 
be completed, and he understands that the 
only dfficulty remaining is in relation to 
some sheep's gt^i which he is o( opinion 
ought to be decided by lawyers chosen by 
each p»rty, with an oversman if necessary. 
And in the meantime hopes that the Presby- 
tery will consent to tlie hi^hwayi lieinjf 
finished as this is the proper time to do it, 
and that be upon his word of honour wants 
only equity and justice, and desires to end 
everything in an amicable manner, and 
obliges bimnelf to refer the matter of the 
ahoep's grssa to lawyers. 

The Presbytery appointed the Moderator to 
writ* to Mr Charles Murray saying that the 
Presbytery looked upon the Minister of 
Stobo's right to the Seven Soumes of srasB 
as unquestionable, and now that Mr John 
Baird had a Presentation and a Gall to that 



1734, January 9, Collections appointed in 
All the Congregations on behalf of several 
persons whnse hounes were consumed by fire 
in the Old Town of Peebles. 

Stobo gave £3 17b 4d. 

Mr Oilbert Hutofaeson of Innerleithen had 
not suppled IStobo. 

1734, at Pooblea. February 6. Both Mr 
William Wallaoe and also Mr John Baird had 
exercise on James U aad 22 and 23 respect- 
ively and were approved. 

1734. February 27- And Mr Baird had 
his popular sermon on 1 John, 5 and 12, 
*' He ttiat hath the Son." And were both 
approven. 

1739, February 27. The Presbytery ap- 
points the 20th day of March for the Ordina- 
tion of Mr William Wallace at Drumelzier; 
and Mr John Bioun of Dawicic to supply 
Drumelmer on Sabbath first, and serve the 
«^i ; and Mr Hutcheson of Innerleithen to 



preach the ordination sermon thst day. 

1734, February 27. The Presbytery ap- 
points the 2l8t day of March fur the Ordina- 
tion of Mi John Baird at Stobp; and Ur 
Cooper, late Traquair, to supply Stobo on 
Sabbath first, and serve the edict, and Mr 
Johnstoun of Lyne to preach the Ordination 
sermon that day. 

Moderator closed with prayer. 

1734, Miireh 21. Ordination of Mr John 
Baird. No objectors appeared at the most 
patent door of the Church when called for. 

Mr Alexander Johnstoun. Lyne, preached 
the sermon on Matthew 10 and 16, " Be ye 
therefore wise," etc. 

And after Mr Baird had answered all 
questions under Act 11 of General Assembly 
1711 the Presbytery along with the c 



pondents did ky solemn prayer and imposi- 
tion of hands ordain and set apart Mr John 
Baird to the work nf the holy ministry i 



Stobo. And in testimony thereof did give 
him the right hand of fellowship. And the 
(jders and heads of families testified their 
willingness by taking him by the hand. 

And he was afterwards received as a 
member of the Presbytery; the Moderator 
closed with prayer. 

The correspondents were:— Mr Simon 
Eellie of Glenholm. Mr James Wilson of 
Symington; Mr John Bowie of Dolphintoun; 
Mr Robertson of Skirling; Mr George 
Lindesay of North Leith; Mr Roberi Jack 
of Biffijar. Alexander Williamson of Chapel- 
hill, Bailie Mosaman, James Kellia, Alex. 
Qilwon and Thomas Bamage, elders. 

Mr William Wallaoe acted as a member of 
Uie Presytery. 

Both Mr Wallace and Mr Baird signed the 
Confession of Faith; and the Formula I7I1. 
JoHM Baikd, Tenth Mimibtcb of Stobo, 

1734. He was presented by the Earl of 
Wigton. He died Father of the Church, 4th 
April 1795, aged Sd, in the 62iid year of his 
n^nisbry. 



The parish of Drumekier was filled up 
so in tne same year by the Presentation of 






1734, April 11. End of Volume of 
Presbytery Records. 

I- -1734, May 29. Beginning of new Volume 
of Presbytery Records; continued down to 
Ootober 5, 1762. 

1734, July 3. Fast to be observed on the 
first Wednesday of August by Act of the 
Commission of ihe General Assembly. 

A poor woman to receive a oollection from 
eaoh of the Ministers. 

Collection to be taken up |by Aet of tlie 
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.^nud on beli»l[ uf tJM Ucpban Hospital, 
£diii burgh. 

1734, August 21. Petition from Jamea 
Orairford on behalf of the orphna child at 
hia sUber both of whose patenbi nn) dead, 
which child he h^ maintained at his own 



Cats resided in Stobo where also it was 
.. so the child according to the custom 
■uf the country ought to be maintained by 
tha Kirk Seaaion of Stobo. ilut that as the 
poor's stock in Stobo is amall, the Presbyteiy 
lecommend the child to tha charity of the 
Tsrioua Kirk i-essions. 

17S4, October 8. Stobo ksvs in on 
Account of the Brii^e of Stincher four 
shiUinga and ninepenoe. 

1736, January 8. Stobo contributed to 
tiie Orphan Hospital, £9 Scots. 

1735, at Peebles. February 5. Mr John 
Baird cave excuse fur not having esercise 
and addition this day; which was suatained. 
It was continued on him. 

Mr Hunter of Polmood sent a letter to the 
Presbytery desiring that the Presbytery 
would appoint a meeting at Btobo aa soon aa 
possible, to Ket the a&ir of the eicambionof 
uart of tha glebe of Stobo which has been so 
long delay^, finished and brought to an 

The Presbytery appointed the 26th for 
that purpose. 

The Midistir's Obiss. 

1735, February 26, The Uird of Polmood 
was perHonally present with the Presbytery. 
The Hinute of the Pr&ibytery relating to the 
«fiair of the Excambion of part of the Qlebe 
of stobo WAS read in his hearii^. And after 
some communing it was propc«ed that the 
Presbytery should go forth with the said Mr 
Hunter in order to inspect the grounds 
formerly eicambed, and four Soumes grass 
set off and designed for the H iniater of Stobo 
in lieu of that part of the said Glebe that is 
to fall within Sir Alexander Murray's Inclos- 
nres, and a horse and cow's grass formerly 
possessed by the Minister in common with 
the tenante of the East town of Stobo. 

Which beingdona, Ur Hunter of Polmood, 
brother-in Uw of Sir Alexander Murray, 
offbred to pat Mr John Baird, Miniated, 
inatuitly in poaseaaion of the grounds and 
graaa excambed and set off, na sudiis, and to 

fat the said excambion ratified and conHrmed 
y the propriet«TS of the lands of Stobo to 
the aatiafoctioQ of the Presbytery, and in 
order to tbe said Presbytery and Mr John 
Baird's further security proposed that a 
Hinute of agreement should be presently 
drawn and made binding on himself to get 
the affiur of the excambion fuUy ratified in 
jjl the Articles and oonditions thereafter 



leoorded in the Minutes of the Preabyteiy. 

Which Minute of agreement beinfi drawn 
up and read in the hearing of the Presbyt«i7 
they were satisfied therewith, and the said 
Minute being signed by both parties con- 
eemed, as also by the Moderator of the 
Presbytery, was put into tbe hands of the 
Olerk for oonservation until Mr Hunter get 
the same ratified and confirmed by tiie 
proprietor himself. 

1735, at Peebles. April 3. Mr John 
Baird of Stobo had exercise and addition on 
James 2 and 26, and was approren. 

BBDXBmNO A. Slavi. 

1736, July 8. Act and Reoommendation 
by the General Assembly for a voluntary 
Contribution for the Redemption of William 
Dowel, a slave at Algiers. Also a Collection 
on behalf of the Protestant Congr^ation in 
Virginia. Also an Act appointing a Fast on 
Thursday, August 7. 

1736, October 8. Thomas Thorbum to 
obtain relief from all the Kirk Sessions. 

1735, November 11. The amount of the 
Synodicol Burse of the Preabytei; for 
thirteen Ministers was £ft 16s. 6d, scnts. 

1735, November 13. The Ministers to 
worn their CongregationB against a pamphlet 
entited "The Assembly's Snorter Catechism 

1736. The sacred tune Bangor occurs in 
the Collection of William Tans'ur, 1736; olao 
Oolchester. 

1736, July 7. Mr Simon Kellie repres- 
ented to the Presbytery that they had 
formerly agreed to pay the debts of William 
Gillies, a madman in there midst, now 
deceased; and that their was a sum of £iO 
owing by them. The Presbytery appointed 
the Clerk to apportion the amount of the 
various Kirk Sessions. 

The Presbytery appoints a Fast for the 
14th on account of the drought, also the 
many growing evila and defections. 

1736, August 18. Collection OD behalf of 
the Iste Minister of Oarvey. 

PiFiBTa IN Stobo. 

1736, Deer. 8. Mr Thomas Sinclair tenant 
in Harrow, — Wsuchope his spouse, Helen 
Sinclair their daughter. 

The above list to be sent to the Agent with 
the note that Popery is not increasing as for 
as they can lenm. 

1730, March 8. Mr John Baird, Minia- 
tster of Stobo, craved a Tiaitation of tbe 
Church, Manse, and 0£Bcee there, oil very 
much in need of repair. He also represented 
that Mr Charles Murray, now proprietor 
there, being in the country, it would be oon- 
venient that he were conversed with anent 
the ratificadon of tbe azoamtnoa c4 the 
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GlalM, and momo other tbiaat relative 1 Imnitii 
which -have aev«r hitherto beea done. 

The Tmebftmij appointed Thundftj, Ubh 
April for 'Me piirpoae, and sppointa Mr 
Boiid to 0MI7 out ell formalitiea eonnacted 
therewith. 

1739, April U. Tieitation ot Stobo. All 
the heritors oompeaied, viz.: -Mr Cnierlea 
Hnmy proprietor of Stobo; Mr WiQinm 
Momgomery (Montgomery of HecbiehiU), 
factor for the Barl of Uaroh; nnd Ueoi^e 
fiioun portimer in Weater Happrew. The 
workmen ware sworu and sent forth to esti- 
mate the repairs on Churob, Uanse, and 
Offioea. 

Kirk and Bellhouse £1Q 16 00 

Mbum, Eaater givil and back 

wall not sufficient, to be ti- 

ken down; lime, aand and 

atones, helping a bulge in 

the forowall, altering three 

windows in front, frees for 

eouplee, 4000 eJatee, rigxing 

itone, joists, daiUa, glass for 

the windows, aerrice, &o., £602 Oi 08 
Offieehouaee— £23tt 18 00 



TotAl for all their operationa, £866 10 8 

-Deduct the value nt the old wood at M 
pounds soots, and the sum ia £SS1 18 a 

Mr Raird proposed tJiat as the Dul uf 
Wigtoun; patron of Stobo, had disponed to 
him the half-year's vacant stipend for do- 
fraying his chugee during the vacancy, and 
the expenses of his ordinstion dinner, he 
was wiUiog bo free the heritors of the esti- 
mate of the Offieehouaee, and perfect tbem 
on hie own charges, being the sum of £595 
and 8d scots to be paid by them. The Pres- 
byter; appoints accordingly. 

BOUNDABIB8 or THB EXOAKBION. 

The Preabytery along with Mr Charles 
Uunay went fortL and inepected the orounds 
of the Excambion, and were eatisfied there- 
with; and an ^reement was drawn up and 
signed by Ur Charles Murray and Mr Baird 
and the Moderator. (Mr Charles Hurray 
waa brother german to Sir Alexander Mur- 
ray.) 

The first pitt stone banning at the end 
of the Manse Bam and crosses the hum be- 
low the aaid bam, and goee down the East 
side of the old Tower to the outside of the 
Ranting of the highway till the foot of the 
Kirk Croft, and runa up the fifth ridge of 
the said orof c, and from that up by the thorn 
baulk to the head of Dobie's aill and runs 
kbout the middle of a head ridge belougiiw 
to Mr Sinclair at the head of the said EiU, 
And from that down the heugh near the 
Burn, sad uroaiies the bum at the foot of two 
butts beloQgiiig to Mr Binolair, and runs 



down upon a stmighb line to the park djh» 
that goee into the liaad of the Manaioo-yMd. 
and that in lieu and place of that part lA the 
did glebe after mentioned disj^ened by Mr- 
John Baird, and likewise in lieu of a horse 
and cow's grass as the same was formerly' 
poBseesed by the deceased Mr Russell and 
oie predecessors. 

And the said Mr Hurray grants in oom- 
plement to Mr Bsird and his saooeseon a 
piece of ground lying at Dobie's Hill, sd^ 
jaoent to the other from the comer of the 
clyke to a pittstone set this day which is on 
a etrsight line with the gjlebe dyke, that 
is to run to the East tovm park dyke, whiob 
Mr Murray obliges himself to eneloae witb 
a park dyke as the reet of the glebe is. 

And that without prejudioe to the aeven 
■oumes skeepe grase formerly posaessed by- 
Ur Russell, and now poeeeased by Mr Baird. 
And Mr Murray obliges himself to build a 
dyke round the whole glebe, and eonmee- 
grasB above meithed and marched which is- 
to be built on Mr Hurray's property outside 
the pitt stones before 2iid April next; 
and to make a gate at the head of the slehtt' 
for an entry for leading the MiDist«r's lewsl 
and divots and his access to bis sheepe' grase 
on tike hill. And the Bntn ehall not be 
turned from ite old channel so as to preclude 
the Minister of water. 

Next meeting at Peeblee to be on the Sod 
of June, being the 8ih. The Uodentor- 
olosed with prayer. 

Tbr SaouBiOEi. 
1737. By the year 1737 the Secader num- 
bered eight members in all, and called them-' 
s^ves Toe Associate Presbytery. They wer» 
finally depoeed from the Ministiy of the 
Oburch of Scotland in 1740. The Sentenee 
was purposely deferred until the afternoon 
of May 16-Ahe Term Day, in order that 
the deposed Beceders might have a right to- 
the Stipend of the preceding half-year. For 
eight years the Seceders had been allowed to 
to occupy tbe Churches and drew the 
Stipends; though during the whole of that 
time they had heaped Ccdumnies 00 the 
Church, and had gloried in their separation 
from iL In order to promote their ret^irDj. 
the Church in her Assemblies had conceded 
point after point, maintained by the Seoeders 
by way of conciliation. Never did church or 
corporate body humiliate itself as the Ohuroh 
did during ah those years; but all to no- 
puTpoae; they {^referred to pose as msrtvrs- 
and snjoy monies and rocd-treea of tiiat 
Church whose ho^itality they abused. — 
(Cnnningham.) 

1737, July 28. Voluntary Collection bo be 
made t)j Act of the Assembly for the 
Burgeons Boapibal, Edinburgh. Collection 
also to be taken on behalf of tbe Minister of' 
Clyae. 
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1737. Julj 28. Mr Baird of Stobo repi«- 
B^Dted that it trts the desire of Me Chmea 
Murray that the Presbyterr would make an 
Act fiT the more effectual p»fmoDt of the 
eevenl proportions due l>7 the heriiore of 
Stobo for repairinii the Church and Manse. 
Mr Baird appoiotwl to furnish the Clerk 
with an extract of the VHluatiim of Stobo for 
that pur^)ose. And Robert Hunier of Pol- 
mood living in the parish of Stobn, and Mr 
Baird lie Appointed factor conjointly for up- 
lifting and employing the same. 

Nent meeting to be at Peebles tfae Ust 
Wednesday of AujfBsr, the last day of the 
month. The Moderator closed with prayer. 

1737, August 31. Act for repuring the 
Ohurcb and Uanse of Stobo, Aagust 31, 
1737:- 

The heritors were due the sum of 606 
pounds and 8 peonies scots for the above 
repairs. Payable thus:-' 

Sir Alexander Humy's lands valued at 
£]SB4 18. the sum of £417 14 6; Earl of 
Mnrch's lands rented at £631 19 4, the sura 
of £165 10 6; George Brown, portioner in 
Happrew, his kfuds rented at £15, the sum 
of £11 35 8d. 

1138, April 6. A small Committee ap- 
point«d to^eet at Stobo on the 30th inst, 
to inspect the reparations now completed 
there with a view to paying! the contractor. 
Mr Baird to make all intimntaone to the 
hbriturs thac they have workmen, &e., in 



Next meeting to be at Peebles the Ust 
day of May; the ftlodentw olosed with 
prayer. 

Report of the Cummittee that viuted 
Stobo, April ;». 1738:- 

The rooson's port of the Manse was ioat 
aocoidinK to contraot except the bulge in the 
forepart of the wall which will take four 
pound ten scats; hIso a window in the back' 
wall of the eaater room which will com eight 
ppuiids Hoot«; and farther that it cannot be 
declared snflicient until it be hailed. 

Ednlt and Offioehouaea deolared seffioicnbi 

The wright-wurk, slate, and . glaxiei worlr 
Buffioieat except three windows which wont 
whitening which wiH cost six-shillings soota; 
also for helping the east Katret window, four 
sbeUings scots; also wanting— one new case 
for the we«t garret window^ at eighteen 
sbillingB i<Mitsj alsu-one new window for the. 
tMBoa of the swond strry. at two pound 
eight fihilHnf rnntu; one nsir waudow for th» 
tiaaoeof tlU'low etorenioae pound sixteen; 
wtA seve[»l other amoUiar defects. 

Blritmid OffioeUHme s^fltient. 

The Preabyt«ry delav further oonaderatlon 
till noxt PresbybBTT- 6itj\ 



1738, July 19. Collection by Act of the 
Aaseutbly on behalf of the Royal Infirmary 
Edinburgh. 

1739, February 21. Collection to be mode 
for the Harbour of I>unbar, by Brief from 
Ring Qeorge. 

Thi Sscession. 

1739, March 27. The Presbytery of 
Peebles taking into their senoas oonsider- 
atioQ the Dism*! Effects that have, and may 
follow upon the disorderly practices of the 
Seoeding Brethren, and others pretended to 
be lice^ed by them, within their Bounds, 
who have turned numbers of people from 
attending Ordinances at their own Churches, 
and thereby filled their minds with causeless 
preiadioes at their Ministers, and things that 
lena to stirife and contention, have promis- 
onously dispensed Stealing Ordinances to 
people without certificates firora their own 
Mtnisters, and have ordained Etdera; this 
Preebyteiy therefore doth overtare that the 
GenenI Assmnbly, in their great wisdom, 
would foil upon some effectual method with' 
them for restoring the pe*ce snd order of 
this Chuwh, and for lecovering our authbrtty 
and discipline; as they winh to promote the 
peace of this corner, snd the sucoees of our 
labours in the holy Hiaiatry. 



collection for the relictof Mr Arch. Hiiir. 
1739, Deer. 18. Collection to be made for 
the ICoyal Infirmary, 

TsAmcMiviiro. 

1740, June 18: A Day of Solemn Prayer 
and Thanksgiving appointed t^y the Presby- 
tery to be held on Thursday, .3rd July. It 
is specially for the seaaiinable rain whereby 
the fruits of the earth hod been •ri'eatly re- 
freshed ditez they seemed to be-in Che great- 
est hoxard of ppriahing by the long drought 
and cold weather. The Ministers also im- 
plored a continuance of the Divine favour 
until the year had been crowned bv Qod's 
goodness by being granted a plentiful barveat; 
also that the i^rms of Kini) Qeorge might be 
prospered until the War shall issue in a safe 
and honourable peace. 

17*1, JaiiDary.21. Letter from the Oom- 
mianani.of the. Qeneral AMemblyc— Consid- 
erisg tiie great dearth of 'victual 'and other 
neceasatiea of' life, the ConunieeioQ reoom- 
mends to PresbyterieB to be- exemplary in ' 
acts of ohari^ ia their respective bounds at 
this time of learcity, and to eicit« their 
peo^ferlhe-rdietof th» poor and nee<^. 
and to uae^all proper meana- foe making the. 
■apM effsotoal. And in parishes' wtmt' 
money is loot onb at oo oonnolireot, that 
Mit'theceof b» raised for the. end aforeMtid. 
Then wm alio a PrDaUnubm hf tho. Kiof ' 
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b> the um« efiect. Acbuid SMomraeadation 
of the Asaembly for b CollMtion for & Bridge 
over the Tutow. 

1741, Jul7 U, Thnrsdar. A Faat ap- 
poiuted on account of the aboundiog sina of 
the timea. 

1741, At Peebles, September 16. There 
was no exercise and addition this day [or 
which Hr Baiid gave excuse; coatinuea the 
appointment on him. 

Thadkboiviho. 

1741, October 21. A Solemn Thanks- 
giving to be observed for the following 
reasons; — " The remarkable goodness of 
Almighty God, in granting such a plentiful 
increase of the fruits of the earth, after it 
bad pleased His overruling Providence for 
two years before to visit us with searcity of 
bread, by which the pricea of all necessaries 
of life were raised to a great height, the poor 
in danger of perishing from want, trade and 
business much discounted, and poisons in 
all ranks in great difflculties to live; and that 
when the season of the year was so far gone, 
as that with the appearance of droi^ht, the 
fruits of the earth seemed to be in dimger of 
perishing again." 

Beforence was also made to the fact that 
after the plentiful harvest all ranks were 
plentifully supplied with bread and food foe 
man and beasts. And that even amid the 
scarcity, victual had been supplied from 
foreign u^rts, and private persons and 
societies had contributed for the relief of the 
poor during the time of scarcity. 

It was also implored that the War in 
whii:fa ve are eug^ed be brought to a safe 
and honourable peace, the liberties of Europe 
be preserved, and the interest of the Pro- 
testant religion be preserved. 

Ubvival: The Black Dwabt. 

1741. The greai; Revival throughout 
Scotland by Qeorge Whitfield. In this 
year also was born at Easter Happrew 
within the parish of Stobo one destineil to 
an immortaliiy through the pen of the magic- 
ian Sir Walter Scott:— David Ritchie the 
Black Dwarf. He npent most of bis adult 
life, howevei, at Woodhouse, in the parish 
of Manor adjoining. His orbit also touched 
at one or two points that of another famona 
man, as Bowed Davie was att«nded when ill 
by the celebratad Peebles Doctor, Huogo 
Park, the African Explorer. 

FIRST SEOESSION— Now Eztimot. 
The Parish of Manor having become vacant, 
in 1743, the Earl of March as patron, pre- 
sented Mr Andrew Pluramer, probationer. 
Only three persons in the pariah oould be got 
to sustain it, and both the Presbytery luid 
the lijaod i«fnMd to sustttiD the appoint* 



The Qeneral Assembly also decided that in 
the circumstances thej could not proceed to 
the Settlement of Mr Plummer in Manor. 
And letters were appointed to be written to 
iho E!arl of March and his curators entreating 
them not to insist on the Presentation in this 

In consequence, a number of the parish- 
ioners withdrew from the Cburch of Scotland 
and associated themselves with the congrega- 
tdons of the Secession, of Stow and West 
Linton. 

At the Breach in 1747, a considerable 
portion of the Seceders in Manor Peebles, 
and Eddlestone, adhered to the General 
Associate (A nti- Burgher) iAynod, and with 
those id the parishes of Penicuik, West Lin- 
thn, and Ouirie, helped to form the Congre- 
gation of Howgate. 

Thb Stifbsds of various Pabibbes, 

1742, October 6. The following is a juat 
Account of the Stipends of this I'reabytery — . 

Tweedgmuir :— £55 10s. Id and one third. 

Drumelzier :— By Decreet of Locality, £68 
6b. 8d. lt«[U of feu duties, 14s Id and one- 
thirdi in whole, £5!), Os. 9d and one-third. 

Lintoun : —£61, 2s. 2d, and twojthirds. 

Lyne ;— £06 7b. M, and one-third. 

Innerleithen:— £43 13s. 4d. Item, of oat- 
meal 18 bolls, 2 pecks, which being converted 
at 80 libs scots per chalder, amounts in 
whole to £17 10s lid. Total, £51 4s. 3d. 

Stobo:— Of money, £36 2s. 2d, and two- 
thirds. Item, three chalders victual of 
which two parts meal and third part here, 
converted at eighty pounds scots per chalder 
U £20. In whole, £56 2s 2d, and two- 
thirds. 

(N.D. — No more returns of Stipends are 
given.) 

Thb Gbbatbr Excohmunicatioh. 

1743, September 14. The Sentence of the 
Greater Excommunication upon a proba- 
tioner, and upon a man and a woman, 
appointed to be intimated from all the 
pulpits in Scotland. 

Fast Day. 

1744, April 4. A Day of Fasting and 
Humiliation appointed for the llth inst. 
The reasons assigned were: — That War had 
been declared against these Kii^doma by 
France and Spain; lamentable divisions 
among us; that many sins prevail in all 
ranks; our thankfulnees for so many bleaa- 
ings; also the storminees and severity of the 
season; and the danger from so many enemies 
rising up against us. 

Parafhrasbs. 
1744, August 16. Produced a letter fron^ 
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Ul« Conmittee of the Oeneral AiMmblf 
which was Appoiated to parsphrsse or trane- 
late iato verse, passages of Scripture lor 
public use. 

THANKBaivuro. 

1744, Novamber 7. The S8tb November 
U> ba appointed as a Dhj of <JolemQ Frayei 
and ThaoksKiving on account of the late 
Harvest in which, although ve were threat- 
ened with entire destruction of the fruits of 
the earth by rotting rains, yet by favourable 
weather thn greater part had been remark' 
ably preserved. 

The School. 

1749, Mareh 27. Mr John Baird, Min- 
ist«T of Stobo, represented that the parish of 
Stobo was wholly destitute of a legal school, 
and had never been hitherto provided with a 
legal salary for the maintemince of a school- 
master. He craved the Presbytery to have 
this amended. The Prualiytery appointed 
their next meeting to be at Scobu on the 
17th April for that end; Mr Baird to malce 
all intimations, &c. 

1745, April 17. When the heritors were 
called from the Church door, none of them 
eompeaied; but theie was produced a letter 
from Sir James Naesniyth of Fosso, signify- 
ing his wiUinaness to pay his proportion of a 
hundred merks yearly salary to a school' 
master, but in regard the lands belonging to 
him now annexed to the parish of Stobo are 
not separately valued, he promiiies to apply 
to the Commisaionera nf Supply for that 
effect that his proportion of the salary may 
be ascertained. 

A letter was also produced from Geoi^e 
Brown, portioner in Happrew, a heritor in 
Stobo testifying his willingness to concur in 
the same and pay his proportion of a 
hundred merks. Most part also of heada of 
families compeared and testified their will- 
ingneea to nave a schoolmaster. The 
Presbytery considering that the major part 
of the heritors did not compear; and that 
the lands of Dawick annexed to Stobo were 
not valued separately from the lands of 
Dawick annexed to Drumelzier, the Presby- 
tery appointed a Deputation to wait upon 



the Commissioners of Supply and lay before 
them a petition for that effect; 



affect; and report. 



Mr James Oeddea, younger, signed the 
Formula for Ruling Elders by Act of General 
Assembly, 1694. The Moderator doeed with 
prayer. 

Sqbooluutbk'b Salakt. 

1746, Suna 19. The Petition from the 
Prwbytery had been given in on tha 17th 
May to the Conunisaionera of Supply, and 
the salary of a hundred maika wu then 
modified by them. 



Th* Foktv-Fjve. 

1745, Saturday, Novr. 8. Peebles on th» 
afternoon of this day was visited by a da- 
taohment of the Highlanders under the com- 
mand of Lord George Murray, who wer* 
taking part in the Rebellion of the Forty- 
Ftve. 

Robert Chambers thus picturesquely de- 
scribes the invasion : — " The sun was setting 
as the first lines devolved from the hills 
which environ the place on every side, and 
throwing hack a thousand threatening glances 
from the arms of the moving band, caused 
alarm amung the peaceful townsmen who had 
bnly heard shout the Insurrection and its 
^enta to make them fear the worst from 
their visit. Contrary to expectation, the 
mountaineers neither attempteil to cut their 
throats nor violate the property oi the in- 
habitants. The leader demanded payment 
of Cesa on pain of military execution, and 
little parties calling on various householders 
within and without the town requested such 
supplies of provisions as could properly be 
spared, with the alternative of having their 
houses given up to plunder. iJut scarcely 
any incivility was shewn at the outset." 

On the following day (Sunday), the High- 
landers caused all the mills to be set agoing, 
in order to have sutficieat meal ground in 
time for rexumption of the march by Stobo 
and Tweedsmuir. A memento of their pass- 
ing throUKh Stobo parish may be seen in 
Stobo churchyard where the sculptured etfisy 
of a Highlander on a tomhftune attests the 
lot of some exile below. The name of th« 
hill-path that crosses the Watershed between 
Stoho and Manor— "The Deid Wife"— is 
said to refer to the camp-follower, or faithful 
companion, of one uf the snme band whose 
body remained behind to guard the paas 
while the Cause went marching on. 



1746, at Peebles, March 19. There was 
no exercise and addition, aa Hr John Baird 
of Stobo was indisposed. Continues the ap- 
pointment upon him. 

A Fast. 

1746, April 16. A Fast held this day on 
account of the continuance of the present 
unnatural Rebellion. That Qod would pre- 
serve the people against all attempts made 
by a Popish Pretender and his adherents at 
home and abroad, to deprive us of our rights 
and privileges, that the Rebellion may be 
Buppreasad, and King George and all the 
Royal Family be preserved; and for snooees 
for the King s arms by sea and land. 

Battle or Oullodut. 

1746, April 16. This wu tha last Battle 

fought on British soil; hare the Stuart Ctanw 
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■wB-i toat [or over, Aa almost the whole 
EpiacopsI Denonimatioa traa Jacobite, the 
su^IiressioD of the UiaiiUE was followed by 
l^inlatioa agunst the EpiscopaliAna tta al- 
most to extflrmiaate them altogether in Scot- 
land. 

In the same year, 11M, the AHSOoiate Sy- 
nod came to the decisiun that the Burgess 
Oiith oculd not he taken Ii; luembera of their 
Body. But they were not unprnioaous, so a 
Division occurred amongtheui into Burghers 
and A nti- Burgh era. The point at issue 
was :- " What is meant by the true religion 
prefeesed within Che reabn, and authorised 
by the laws thereof 7" (Aa mentioned in 
the Ban^ess Oath.) Thus did the Seuessivn 
breed Secexsion. 



Wi[»>* 



S AHD OUPHANB. 

1746, April 2d. Tn reply to a letter from 
the Commission of the General Assembly, 
for the Rblief of the Indigent Widows and 
Orphans of the Ohnrch not otherwise pro- 
vKkA for, the Presbfter; replied that nithin 
-their Bounds there is but one such Widow, 
Ohriatian Foung, relict of Hr Archibald 
Bruoa, Minister of Manor, having four yuunv 
children; two of whic-h are but young, and 
the widow in very eAraitened ciroiuiiHt«neeB. 

174a, At Peebles. August 13. There 

waa no exerciM and addition for which Bfr 

IWrd of SCobo gave excuse. The sppoint- 

mant was continued on him. 

DiaciPLtHB. 

.1746; Ootobet 8: Beferenoe from tbe 

Kirk Session of Stobo:— Helen P haj 

«onfe<aed guilt with Alexander W whn 

had abaoonded. The Presbytery appointed 
him to be summoned from alt the pulpits 
within the Bounds, to answer the Session of 
SMm on Sabbatii three weeks. 

Next meeting at Peebles on the third 
Dwember, ana to-morrow for prayer and 
privy, oensnres. The HoderatAr dosed with 
pmyei. 

174A, Daoember -^^ The Brethren reported 
that Alaxaiider W— had been Bemmoned'' 
from their pulpits as appointed. Appoints 
Mr Baird of Stobo to Uke Helen P — upon 
satis'aotion before the o«)Q^c^egatiI>n of Stobo 
-aooording to her confession. 

The FnurT Laciu SoHOoLMasTas, 

Mf Jeba IMrd' of Stobo reported that 
there was a- legal sabuy settled in the- pariitt- 
(rf -Stobo foT'a SuhoolmaBter by the Commis- 
aioners of-Sfipply. The henbon had dioaen'- 
Aksaader Tweedie to be iiehoolmaster them; 
•ad'htt waa preaent for exauiaation'. He 
m«oalledin uul pn>dua«d«aertiflaat«'uadsr' 
tbe hand of PrOvoet HaUen aa a Juatiee of' 
the Peace, of bis being qualified to his 
Majesty King OvorM. H6 acqaitted him- 
«df-t»tb«'Bre(hnvtii)«he IjMu ttngoe, in 



the Claa^icB, and in Arithmelac and Writing. 
He subscribed the Formula for Schoolmasters, 
and the Moderator enjoined him to diligenea 
and faitbfulneaa in his office. 

Next meeting to be at Peebles on Wednes- 
day ttie 28th Jnnuary 1747. The Moderator 
closed with prayer. 

Thb Cuuroh RequiIuko Bipaik. 

1749, January 2S. Mr John Baird of 
Stobo represented that the Fabric uf the 
Church of Stobs was not in gitod repair. 
The roof of the Church needed slates, and 
the walls of the Church and Steeple wanted 
sevenil reparations. Ue therefore craved 
that a Committee would viair Stobo and 
inspect the same. The Presbytery appointed 
several Brethren to meet at the Church of 
Stobo on tbe 6th April for that effaot. Mc 
Baird to make all intimations, and that the 
i workmen in readiness. 



Report of the Committee that met «b 
Stobo. Ai)ril 6, 1749:— Of the heritora, ooiB< 
iNMred Charlea Murray of Stanhope, and 
boctor Gieurge Grieve, factor to the Barl of 
March. 



1 went out after h^ing sworn 
and inspected the Church as to what repaim- 
tiuns were needful: — lime for barling the 
steeple, suid, lowes, deals and trees, mend- 
ing the skews of tbe Church, ten curi-lnada 
of clay for " beamfiUing the said church," 
lime, SMid, harling tbe walls of tbe Church 
where there were breaohes, men ling the, 
doors, JLo. ; total, £04 U6 03. 
Sl'.tAT work, £U4 1* 04, in all £08 19 06 

Appivved by the Presbytery. 

The Presbytery coniidered the Overture 
from the Assembiy aoent Sermons on tbe 
Principles of the Kefurmation and Revolu- 
tion, and were of opinion that Ministers 
should inatntct their people thereon, but on 
ceriain days only. Next meeting 7th Jane.' 
Moderator closed with' prayer. 

Patxoms uhd TmrLABB. 
' 1749; October % Patron of e«ah> P>urtsh<' 
in the fteabytery, and^ths Titular of'thft' 
Teinds (to whom the Teinda had been gtftAdn 
or'graoteit):'— 

Peeblea;— Kkrl of March, Pktron and' 
Tltular. 

Eddlestoun: — John Murray of Bladf 
buHiny, Patvon sMd Titoiar. 

Drumelzier, Stobo, and Tweedsmuir: — 
Ifiarl of Hkrch, Patron; the heirs of the Bkri 
Wigton, Titulars. 

Lintoun, Nawlands, Lyne, Manor:— Earl 
of Uareh^ Patron- md -Titular. 

Kirlmrd?— Uf Oeddes ofRaehan-, PaUon; 
attd the Tbwtt of Edinburgh supposed 
TtttdaiV.' 
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Trnquair: — The King. Patron; ud UDcet- 
tain whether the King or TraquairkTitulor. 
174fl. The sacred tone Blenheim occurs 
in thin yenr. 

STtpiMDe or THE Clsroy. 
1750 An Enquiry took place this year 
regarding the Stipends of the Clergy of the 
Church i)f Scotland. Statistics were diswn 
np regarding eight hundrod parishea. Of 
tbeae: — there waa one nnder £25 perannuni; 
three under £30; more than two hundred 
under £60. The sum of £50,000 paid all the 
Stipends in Scotland ; and there were £60,000 
of Teinds remaining unappropriated in the 
liands of the heritors. But after much 
agitation, both ecclesiastical and parliament- 
ary, nothing came of this Ai^;roent<itioa 
Scheme. 
Patbomaob and the Second Sbgbsbioh. 
DiiriiiK all those years the Church had no 
reat in connection with the working of the 
Patronage Act. Whenever a parish became 
vacant, and a olergyman received Presenta- 
tion from the Patron, aome one in the con- 
(irestation was sure to oppose the Presentee. 
Thus the controversy began, and it was 
oanied on with great bitterness among the 
oongregition, the Kirk Kesaion, the heritors, 
and the Presbytery. Mattera at last became 
so acute that an example had to be made; 
and in 1762 Gillespie, the Minister of Omr- 
nook, waa deposed by the Assarably, for his 
part in rafusiag to induct an obnoxious 
Presentee. Although other Seoeders had 
remained in the Church for yeen after they 
were deposed, Gillespie at once abandoned 
Ilia Church, Hanse, and Stipend. This is 
known as The Seoood Secession. 

1750, August 8. Beoeived a copy of the 
Bsalmody for perusal of this Presbytery. 

1760, October 3. Cidleotmn to be made 
(or the Reformed Church at Bradau, and for 
» school there. 

1761, Ac Peebles. April ]7. There was 
no exercise and addition for which Hr Baird 
of Stobo gave excuse. The appointment 
WW continued on him. 

Similar entries on June IS, August 81, 
October 16, and December 4, 1761. 

1762. April 1. The Presbycerjr agree that 
the General Assembly continue their 
Recommendation that die new Psalmo<fy 
be used in private families; but they 
■hould not as yet ^>point it to be sung in 
Ohurohea. 

1763. October 4. Oollectaon in favour of 
-the Protestant Ohorohea in Pennagrlvanik 
and North America. 

1762, October 6. End of Volume of 
B«oordB of the Presbytery. 



1762, Decem'ier 6. Beginning of Tolnm^ 
of Rocords of the Presbytery, 

QueatioDs to be asked at Ministers at their 
periodical meetings for Priry Censures: — 

1. Do you lecture upon a large portion of 
Scnptuie 1 

2. Do yoB preach oateohetical doctrine I 

3. Have you all the Acts of the General 
Assembly ? 

4. Have you administered the Sacnment 
of the lAird's Supper this year ? 

1753, September 26. Collection in all the 
Churches in Scotland on behalf of the Bar- 
bour of Eyemouth. 

Thi EaBL OF Mabch Bbcohes Patron. 

1763, September 2S. This day George 
Grieve, Doctor of Medicine, and Factor for 
the Earl of March, produced an Extract of a 
Disposition from William, E^rl of Panmuir, 
John Maule of Innerkeillor, William Fleming 
of Barochan, the only accepting Trustees of 
the deceased John, E^l of wigton, infHvour 
of the said William, Earl of March, of TBX 
RioBT or Patrovaob of the parishes of 
Stobo, Tweedsmuir, Drumelzier, and Brough- 
ton, comprehending the Patromtge of Daw- 
ick lately suppressed and annexM to Stobo 
and Drumelzier, all lying within the Bounds 
of the Presbytery of Peehlea, e 



i, Brough- 



Cbaries Thonmon in Harrow-; WiDiam 
Baird in Newhouse{ John AlesandeT in 
Drevasheill; and John Jamieeon in Dr»n, 

Sacrament to he odehrsted on August 8. 

Fast day to be observed. Tokens to be 

distributed on the Saturday before the Com- 



1746. The sacred tune Franconia dates 
from this year. 

1764, October 8. Oollection in all the 
Ohniehes for the College <4 New Jeney. 



1736, February 6. Fast for the Earth* 
qwjce at Lisbon; oolleoted 7b 6d. 

1766, June 30. Read a copy of (die Act 
of t^e last Assembly for the Bridge of 
Kelso. 

1766, July 33. Fast for tlis War with 
France; 13s 9d soota. 

1766. October 20. Tolnntary Oollection 
for educating stndentA having tha Irish 
(Gaelic) language. 

SnFBinw: VAoaiiom. 

1767. April 28. Approved of two Orer- 
tures sent down by the Assembly:— Uut 
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anent Ministers making agreemente with 
their heritors aaent their idtipends. And 
tliot reBp«wting V&canoiea being more speedily 
supplied. 

1757, November 20. Some of the glasB 
windows in the Church aie so broken Hid %o 
ruinous as to require repair. 

Bep^red later at a oost of £1 2b. T^d to 
be rttimbutsed b; the heritors. 

1758, February 26. William Baird, Kirk 
Treasurer, gave in to the Session £7 and four 
shilliuga sterlint; as four years' interest at 
four and a half per cent, due on lit Grieve 
and the Minister'sconiunct Bill at Candlemas 
last. 

And produced and gave in a new Bill 
accepted by them conjunctly fur fortv'one 
pounds sixteen Hhillings aterliag, including a 
year's interest of the principal sum of £40 
sterling to Candlemas 1769. 

175S, June 11. South end of the Eirk 
loft quite ruinous. To be repaired. A little 
table also to be got and placed at the head of 
the Communion Cables. 

Thansb6iviho. 

1758, Deoember 13. December 20, Wed- 
neaday, to be a Day of Solemn Thanksgiving 
for the plentiful harvest^ because tlie poor 
were now relieved from the hardshipa trom 
which they had long sufiered nwing to the 
high price of grain. Success also had been 
granted to the arms of His Majesty and his 
Allies. Supplication to be made also for 
further success until the present Wai' issue 
in a safe and honourable peace. 

1759, At Peebles. March 28. There was 
no exercise and addition as Mr Baird of 
Stobo was indisposed. Continues the ap- 
pointment on him. 

Similar entries on April 26, June 27, 
August 29, iieptember 26, October 31, and 
DeoiBmber 12. 

1759. Slate roof of the Ohnnih repaired 
and the Session reimbursed by the hentois, 

1759. Received for bad halfpennies and 
doits £4 9s. soots. 

1760, At Peebles. January 30. Mr John 
Baird delivered exercise and addition on 1 
Peter 1 and 14, and was approved. 



1760, October 22. CollectioDs on behalf 
(rf the Harbour of Grail; also fur the poor 
distressed Miniaten in the Provinoe of 
Fennsylvaoia. 

1780, November 26. Letter from the 
Moderator of the General AsMmbly contain- 
ing the necesaary modifications to be made 
on the prayer for the iioyal Family. (King 
GeojqieUl^ ' 



1761, January 9. All monies to be marked 
in sterling money; therefore there is in the 
Box £25 is. S^d. 

1761. Distressed Ministers in Pennsyl- 
vania, £1 6fl. 8d. sterling. 

DoMATlOMB. 

1761. A poor woman going to Ho&tweU 
for her healtn; a distressed man; precent^ 
in the tent Is.; a lozen for the loft-window 
in the kirk. 

In the previous years the Minister is a 
gcent deal away ; also frequently indisposed. 

1761, April 1. Among the names of 
membctfs ut Asaenibly occurs that of the 
honourable Mr James Montgomery, advocate. 
His Majesty's Solicitor, ruling Elder. 

This is ihe first mention of the founder of 
the family of Stobo Cautle which succeeded 
the Murrays of Stanhope, forfeited on account 
of the Forty-five. 

CouMUNioiT Tbht. 

1761, Julj^ 16. The Session coDsidering 
the inconvenience of wanting a timber frame 
for a tent at the time of the Communion, 
appoint the Minister and Charles Thomson 
to piovide some fir timber from Sir James 
Naesmyth's wood and to employ Alexander 
Russell, Wright in Lyne, to make the timber 

The Rbliif. 
1761, October 22. On this day there met 

at Colinabui'gh three Min is i era —Gillespie of 
the Second Seceaaion. Boston and Collier, 
each accompanied by an JLlder, who con- 
stituted themaelvea into a Presbytery called 
The llelief. This was relief from Pationsge, 
llie Gri't Secession, that of the Erskines, had 
been called the Associate; it reas now sub- 
divided into Burghers and A nti- Burghers. 
Gillespie remained attached to the Cnurch 
of Scotland until the end; he even recom- 
mended his congregation to return to the 
Mother Church, which it actually did. Bnt 
the Church gave to him no opportunity of 
return, although she had importuned the 
Erskines to return; but they had continued 
obdurate. 

Attention is drawn to those Secessions, 
for this reason: — They are really constituted 
Missionary daughter ofbhoots from the Par- 
ent Church. Some were on account of 
theological differences; others on sooount of 
Patronage. They represented the varying 
views of the ferfenHdum in^atium Stoterum; 
just as their reunion on the basis of the 
Apostles' Oreed would most truly represent 
the true Church of Scotland. By the year 
1765 therewere 120 Meetinghouses in Soot- 
land, to which a hundred thousand persona 
resorted. 

Notwithstanding this, the period about 
the year 1761 was the Augustan Age of tJi» 
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Choreh of Sootlaod. Never ttt hdj period 
had shs poBBeaaod ho maay illuHtrious men. 
In A herdeen, there were tteid, Beattie, 
Campbell, Gerard In Edinburgh, there 
were BobertBoa, the HiBtoiiaa; Blair, irboae 
B«tnions were models uf Rhetoric; Maoqueen, 
Erskine. AmoDf; the distinguished LAynnea 
iitting in the Asaembl; were: — Wedderbum, 
afterwards Lord Chancellor Loughborough- 
and Srat Earl of Rossljn; Sir Gilbert 
Elliott, who became TreHsurer of the Navy, 
and Eirl of Uinto; Dundaa, after wardB 
YiacouQt Melville; Sir William Pulteney; 
Sir John Dalrymple; the Lord Chief Baron 
Montgomery (of Stobo), and a host of others. 
(CDUnim^ham.) 

1762, March. OoUectiona for Educating 
Students having the Irish language. £2 
sterling. 

1702, Aogust 29. £70 sterling of the 
Poor's Money lent to the Royal Bank at fi/e 
per cent. 

MuBTHERnfO THH ChILDBBIT. 

176.% November ,27. The Minister, in 
obedience to an Act of the General ABsem- 
bly, read this day from the pulpit an Act of 
the Second Session of the Firxt Parliament 
of King Williao) and Queen Mary entitled — 
"An Act snent Murthering, of ChOdren," 
and the General Assembly appoints the 
several ministers of this Church to cause 
engross the said Act in their Session Records 
to the end the same may always be at hand 
and not lost. The Session appuint the same 
to be ingroased accordingly; the tenor of 
which Act of Parliament follows : — 

" Twenty-first Act of the Second Session 
of the First Parliament of King William 
and Queen Mary : — 

" Our Sovereign Lord and lady the 
King and Queen's Majesties, consider- 
ing the frequent murthers that have or 
may be committed upon innocent infants 
whose mothers do conceal their being 
with child, and d:> not call for necesa 
assisttnce in the birth, whereby the r 
bom child may be easily stifled, or being 
left exposed in the condition it comes to 
world, it must quickly perish. For pre- 
ventiog whereof their Majesties with 
advice and consent of the Estates of 
Parliament do statute, enact and declare 
That if any woman shall conceal her 
being with child during the whole spaoe, 
and shall not call for, and make u«e of 
help and assistance in the birth, the 
chihl being found dead or amissing, the 
mother will be held and reputed the 
murtherer of her own child; and ordains 
all Criminal Judges to sustain such Pro* 
oess; and the libel beii^ remitted to the 
knowledge of an Inquest, it shall be 
sufficient ground for them to return 
theii verdict, finding the Libels proven. 



and the mother guilty of mui-der, thongb 
there be no appearance of wound or 
bruise upon the body of the child. And 
ordains this Act to be printed and pub- 
lished at the Mercat Crosses of the Head 
Bunhfl of the several shires, and to be 
readin all the Churches by the Reader 
of the parish." 
This Act was appointed by the Assembly 
to be read twice a year from the pulpits of 
Parish Churches; and Pieshyteriea to enquire 
at Privy Censures if this were done; alao to 
ingroBs the Act in the Session Records. 

1764, July 29. A meeting for prayer in 
Stobo Church on Tuesday next at five o'clock 
in the afternoon, and for considering the 
Communicants' Roll; and Thursday fur fast- 
ing and humiliation before the Communion. 
The Collections at this Communion season 
amounted to £2. Is. steriiny. 

1764, October. Collecteil fcr Ensie the 
sum of £1, 4s. sterling. 

1764, The sacred tune "Adeste Fideles," 
of John tteading, dutes from 1764. Alao 
Bethlehem, from the time of Samuel Wesley 
who was bom in this year. And Augustine, 
from 1769. 

1765, May 4. End of volume of Presby- 
tery Records. 

Tbb Bbli.hoi;be. 

1766, May 28. The Minister reported 
that pari of the Bellhouse had become so 
ruinous that the bell could not be rung with- 
out danger of falling, and that in order to 
prevent the same h'Om happening in the 
future it would he necessaiy to procure some 
freestones for the gudiieonB of the bell to run 
upon, and alao to make the Bellhouse nine 
inches higher. The Sesaiotj viewed the Bell- 
house and found the reparation absolutely 
oecesaaiy. 

The repaintioDs were carried out at a cost 
of twelve Bhillings and twopence sterling. 
The heritors to be asked for payment. 

1765, June 6, Beginning of Volume of 
Presbytery ilecorda. 

1766, At Peebles. January 29. No eetW 
cise and addition as Hr Baird of Stobo hiad 
been indisposed. Continues the appoiotment 



1766, at Peebles. March 26. Noei. 

and addition as Mr Baird of Stobo had not 
come up. Continues the appointment oa 

1766, At Peebles. April 30. This day 
Ml Baird of Stobo had exercise and addition 
on 1 Peter, 2nd chapter, vene 6, " Where- 
fore also it is oonCained, etc.," and was 
approven. Mr Bohertson of Bddleatone to 
bave it next time on verse 7, 

1766, July 2. A woman to be dedwed 

ugitizea by vjOO; 
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-coDtuuiaaious and fugitive from Church dia- 
■cipline from all the pulpits. 

OoiroiianHO the MoNTaoHBKYS. 

In the yoM 1712 the ancieiit estate of 
Coitquoit or Coldcoat woa purchased by 
Willi&m MoDtgooer]', advocate. He was a 
stran^r io the district, having come from 
Ayrshire without patrimony. With the 
fruitA of his profesBional skill and industi^ 
'William Montgomery began to lay out his 
«at«te, whose name he changed to Macbiehill 
«wing to his having some daim to relation- 
ship with the Montgomery's of Macbie Hill 
in Ayrshire. Later, he added the neigh- 
bouring property of Plewlanda to the orig- 
inal property. In the vaulted fortalice of 
Coldcoat Mr Montgomery made a residence 
for his family; and here were roared his two 
sons, William and James, both destined to 
become Baronets. Barbara Rutherford, 
daughter of Robert Rutherford of Bowland, 
was their mother. The two boys received 
the rudiments of their education at lonton 
School. William went to Ireland and 
amassed money as an army t^^ent and con- 
tractor. He wan created a Baronet in 1774. 
By hia first marriage he had one son who 
died of wounds received inbattle in America. 
By his second wife he had Qeorge who 
succeeded him as Sir George and resided at 
Macbiebilli and Ruliert killed in a dueL 
The Baronetcy became extinct; and the 
desoended through Amelia, Sii 



Returning to Jamea. the senond son of the 
fitst Laird of Macbiehill, he purchased 



17Ei7 the Barony of St«nhope and Stobo, the 
■DToparty of Sir David Murray, a political 
xile, after the Enterprise of the Forty-five, 



now sold I'y decree ft the Court of SMsiun. 
The price was £4t>,S00. In 1748 he became 
Sheriff-Depute of Peeblesshire at a salary of 
£150 per annum. He Utei became Solicitor 
Oeneral, and Lord Advocate; and in 1768 
was nominated as Member of Parliament for 
the County. In 1763 he had purchased the 
eetale of Whim in Newlaiids frnm John, 
'I>ulEe of Argyll; and later, the lands of 
Nether Folia in Eddlestonc. In 1775 be 
fraa raised to the dignity of Lord Chief Baron 
of Exchequer, and then began to improve 
the estate of Stobo. In 1801 he was created 
ft Baronet of the United Kingdon. He died 
in April 2, 1803, <«ed 82. 

The Lord Chief Baron resided a good deal 



was the most remarkable man in Peebles 
shire in the 16th century. He led a life of 
public Bsefulness, and exhibited a concilia- 
tory utbknity of mataneta. Agriculture wss 



greatly indebted to him both for his example 
and his practice. He procured also a relaxa- 
tion of '* the cramping influence of tbA 
restrictive spirit of Entail." And he assumed 
idso an active monagatnent in the parlia- 
mentary abolition of the last remains of 
Personal Slavery which had continued to 
disgrace Scotland nntil the latter end of that 
century. He was the last Gentleman to 
reside in Queensberry House in the Canon- 
gate. Though a remarkably kind landlord, 
he frequently proceeded with severity 
against poachers, smuggleis, and other law- 
breakers, whose fines, however, he genemUy 
paid himself. His second son Archibald's 
daughter Emily-Maria married in 1838 Lord 
Blibank. This Lord Elibank'a grand 
daughter, the Hun. Nina, is at present 
(1907} the Lady of Stobo Cnstle, her husband 
Mr Philipaon having purchased the estates 
from Sir Basil Montgomery, second son of 
Sir Graham. 

Repaibb on tbe Ohubob. 
1767, June 8. The Minister represented 
that the roof and skews of the Church are in 
great disrepair and now is the proper season 
for getting the name mended. Agreed to by 
the Session; and David Rnasell, slater in 
Peebles, lo do the work. 

His account amounted to ten sliiIlin<,'B and 
eighCpence sterlint;. The Minister to apply 
t« the heritors for this payment and also for 
the previous one for the Bellhouse. 

1787, October 12. Long process concern- 
ing s married woman at Weater Bappiew 
accused by the farmer there of stealing his 
hens and killinuthem. Neighbours deponed 
that th^ found killed hens " in a Boat witb 
a lid." The husband desired baptism for his 
child, and as it was clear that he knew noth- 
ing of tbe thefts, he was allowed to have 
baptism. 

1767, October. Collected for Wheelock'a 
Academy, £3, 7s. sterling. 

1768, February 17. Presbytery not able 
to meet on account of the present storm and 
swelling of the Waters. 

1768, February 29. Matt at Wester Daw- 
ick hindered from attending Stobo Kirk- 
session on account of the sweUing of Tweed. 

1766, November 16. Every Minister ex- 
pected to contribute one guinea toward tbe 
cost of an Appeal to the Legislature for ob- 
taining relief from the Window Taix. 

ThB BBNBnOB OF PBBBLn. 

1769, April 19. The present Stipend of 
the Church and Parish of Peebles is twelve 
hundred pounds Scots; or one hundred 
tMHinds sterling, with fifty pounds scots or 
£4, Ss 4d sberling for Communion elements. 
For which Stipend and Communion element, 
the Minister has a Decreet of ModifioatJOD 
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And Locality bj the Lorda OommiMionen for 
tlie PUntetion of Kirks, uid Tklaation of 
Twtde of date 169S. 

Ho hM four nores of Bit anble glebe Ifins 
on tJia west, the north, uid the eaat aidea ol 
Uie Ghorcbyard bounded b J diatinot UaichcB. 
He and hia predeoesaors nave possessed the 
inas of the Gburohyard from time imme- 
morial. But there never has been any 
aepante gnsa dewroed for the Choroh and 
Parish as the lair diroots. 

The Minister of Peebles has a Hanae, 
Office-bouses, Barnyard, and Garden, lying 
in the Uid Tom of Peelilea, between the 
High Street on the nocth, and the Tweed on 
the south, properly enclosed. And he has 
been in use time immemorial to cast fail and 
divot to any extent upon HamUdon Hill and 
Winkaton Commonty of the town of Peebles 
for the OfBae-houses and garden dykea. 

There are alao foor SUver Communion 
Onps, and a Laver and Basin for the Baptism 
cf children, all of silver belonging to the 
Church of Peebles. 

1770, July. Mortoloth for the burial of 
Hannibal, negro servant to the Lord Advo- 
cate, half a crown. 

1770- CoUectai at August Oommunion 
£2 sterling. 

1771, April 21. The I^^ Opinion of 
the Procurator of the Church is that the 
Minister of Peeblea is entited to the graaa 
for a horse and two cows. 

1771. June 16. A inan stated that he 
could not undeitake to dig any (;ravea being 
engaged in Lord Advocates work. (Sir 
Jamea Montgomery). 

177:J. April 1. Order from the Privy 
Couniiil that every Minister and Preacher 
shall pnty in express words for {ting Geot^e 
and Queen Charlotte, Geoi^e, Aince of 
Wales, and all the lloyal Family.- 

1773, June 26. A Faat observed this day 
on Hccount of— infidelity, immorality, pro 
tanity, the fnilure of the cropa, and the seed, 
and the mortality among sheep. 

1772, June 25. At every Uonraumon 
aeaaon Kobert Oalderwood received Is for 
precenting in the tent. 

David Uitobie, the Black Uwarf, received 
sixpence frequently. 

DiSOIPLINB. 

1772, At Peebles. JulyS. ITiomaaG 

from ths parish of Stubo pronounced con- 
tumacious and fugitive from Church diacip- 
line on aooount of his failing to attend the 
Presbytery when cited three several times. 
The same to be intimated from all the pulpits 
within the bounds. 

1772, -^uguat 8- Mr Biurd of Stobo re- 
ported that Thonuw O bad confessed bis 



goilt to the Kirk Session of Stobo. He now 
attended the Presbytery and prnfeased his 

Xntance for not attendiag the Presbytery 
n three times summoned. Ha was 
rebuked and purged of hia contumacy and 
remitted to tne Kirk Seaaion of Stobo to 
satisfy according to the law of the Church. 
The Moderator concluded with prayer. 

1773, October 27. Collector appointed 
for North Esk Bridge at Moatrose. 

1774, Haich. Collection of ISs for 
Bridge over North Esk. 

1774. Lost upon a quarter gninea taken 
out of the box, being below weight, sixpence. 

1776, January. Making grave, carrying 
mortcloth and the bell, Is. lOd. sterling. 

S ABB ATB'BKB ASINQ . 

1776, April 16. The schoolmaster's oow 
died on Sunday; and several men bled the 
carcase in order to render it serviceable. 
But they proceeded further than neoeeaity 
warranted by flaying the skin off the animal 
on Sunday. For this they were brought 
before the Session and accused. The school- 
master was also suspended from actdng as 
precentor until the case was judged. All 
pleaded guilty of inadvertence and were 
judicially rebuked before the Seaaion and 
intimation raade to the congr^ation as a 

1776, July 31. A fine of ten shillings 
exacted by the Comroisaary of Peebles from 
a man and handed to tbe Seaaiim, wna given 
to a poor family in great poverty. 

1776. At Peeblea. June b. Blr Alex- 
ander Johnstone of Lyue choaen Moderator. 

Jamea R , in Stobo has made six 

public appearances for his sin; appointed to 
W absolved after appealing twice next Lord's 

1777, July 28. A shilling ^ven to Robert 
Calderwood for precenting in the tent at 
Communion 

Tab MiNiBTBit's Sebvitddbs. 

1777, October 22. Petition given in to 
the Mreabytery by the right hunourable 
Jemes Montgomery, Loid Chief Baron of 
Hia Mijeity's Exahe<iuer in Scotland, and 
Mr John Baird, Minister of Stobo. 

It stated that Mr Baird as Minister of 
Stobo has a right to a Servitude of Paaturage 
for seven Soumes of sheep upon the tnira of 
East Town of ."101)0, and th^ Jamea Mont- 
gomery of Stobo being resolved to enclose 
those parts of the farm of I'.aat Town lying 
next to the Manse, and foreseeing that aucD 
a Servitude may be productive of discontent, 
and attended with inconvenience both to the 
Minister and him is deeirnus to have the 
value of it asoertained, and to pay the value 
in aU time coming, in place of the Servitude. 
To this Mr Baird was willing to agree. 
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But if the Preebrteiy conddsred bliM 
there ought ti) be an equiv«lent of Lud in 
pUce of moneyi th«y had muked off two 
pieces of Luid, contiguous to the glebe, 
which the one was willing to give, and tjie 
other to receive. One is contiguous to the 
west aide of the glebe. The other piece ie 
ocotiguous t<) the east aide of the glebe, 
Jftmex Montgomery agreed that if this were 
chosen he would build a wall on the west 
side of the glebe; and another also on the 
east side of the glebe euclosing the chosen 
land; and also to put the East Town road on 
the cast side of this wall when built. 

At Mr Bsird's proposal a meetiog was 
atraniied to lake plxce on thn ground on the 
24th, Fridaj, to urran^'e the matter. 

EXGAHBION, 

1777, October 24, The Prosbyterj viewed 
the two pieces of land proposed to be ex- 
cambed foe the pastur^e of the Seven 
Soumes of sheep; and having perambulated 
the lines of March in presence of the Lord 
Chief Baron and Mr Biiird, thoj are of opin- 
ion that Che ezcambion should take place. 
The Moderator was authorised to sign the 
Contract slung wiih the two Principals which 
vras done. And the Preabyterj are to get a 
Copy of the Contract utter it has been 
recorded in the Books of Council and 



1779, Feb. 10. Qreat meeting of the in- 
habi<snt« of Stobo, held in Stobo Church, to 
consider the aUrroing report that a Bill was 
about to be brought in to the Houses of 
Parliament for the Repeal of the Penal 
Statutes against the Boman Catholiea. A 
Petition was drawn up to be sent to the 
House of Oonunons and the House of Lords, 
signed by all the inhabitants of Stobo; and 
Reeolution to be inserted in all the Edin- 
burgh Newspapers. 

1779, June 9. To three score of thatch 
sheaves for Marion Simpson's house, 6s,; 
paid by the Kirk-i^ession. 

1779, Novr. 10. By the advice of the 
Lord Chief Baron the Seaeion resolve to bnnd 
to his lordship £180 sterling to be lent at 
interest to the Trusteea of the Carlopa and 
Whim Tolls. 

1780. National Fast for the War with 
France, Spain, and Ameiioa; collected Is, 
6d. farthing. 

1780, March 80. To Mr Harshall, soi- 
geon, for medicines for Blarion Simpson's 
children, 7s. 

1780, April 19. lAst entry in this volume 
of Presbytery Reoords. 

1780, June 14. Beginning! of volume of 



1780, At Biggar a Minister was presented 
and placed, although not a aiurle siimatnre 
was adhibited to die Call. 

1781. Introduction of the PsraphraaA 
A roTiTKii MiNisTBR TOR Stobo, 

17SI, July 25. Mr Alexander Ker having 
been eiamined l»y a Oomoiittee of the ftoa-, 
bytery; satisfied his examiners, who agree to 
take him on Trials as a probationer lor the 
holy Ministry; and appoint circuhir letters to 
be sent to all the Presbyteries in the Synod. 

1781, Novr. 28. No objections having 
oome from the Bynod anent Mr Alexander 
Ker, this Presbytery proceed to take him 
on Trials. They appoint him for a homily- 
Matt. 5 and 8-" Blessed are the pure," &c 
and for an exegesis, Quid isi junmum hemi«U 
beaum f Both for the 16th January. 

1782, at Peebles. Mr Alexander Ser de- 
livered hiH homily and exeitesis and was sus- 
tained. Appoints him for exercise and ad- 
dition— Heb. IX. II and 12.— "But Christ 
being come," tfec.; and for a lecture, Luke, 
XV from verse 11. 

Mr Alexander Ker delivered his discourses 
which were approved. Appoints him for a 
popular sermon. John ift verte 16, "For 
God so loved." etc., also the Greek Testa- 
ment a,/ a/erdiram; also the third psalm in 
Hebrew; aUo questionary Trials; and to de- 
fend his thesis; which Mr Robertson and Mr 
Findlater are to impugn, on April 22. 

1782, April 24. Mr Alexander Ker com- 
pleted all his Trials and was licensed to 
preach the gospel within the bounds. Ue 
also sijined the Confession and Formula. 

1782. December 26. Fast for bad harvMt 
Collected Is. lid. farthing. 

1782. Last Communion in Cross Church 
of Peebles. The Church had been in use 
from 1261. It had seen aU the phases of 
wership— Romish, Heforraed, Episcopalian 
Preabyterihn, Kpisoopalian (2nd), Covenant- 
ing, and finally the PreehyterianLsm of the 
Revolution Settlement. Worship whs last 
celebrated in the end of December 1783. 

In 1783 also died WUliam Tanzer, whoso 
best known sacred tunes are Bangor, Col- 
chester, Saint Andrew. 

1783, March 21. On account of the 
preeent dearth, the Lord Chief Baron gave 
two guineas; the Minister gave one; and the 
Session gave two; five in all. With this 
money oatmeal is to be bought and sold at a 
shilling per peck to the poorer inhabitants of 
Stobo. 

1783. June 9. The Duke of Queensbenr 
pve five guineas on account of the dear» 
m the country. The Lord Ohief Baron. 
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advued that white pease be bought at 
Leith and gronnd by the Millar at Lynee 
Hill and sold to the poor at ninepence per 
peck, being bwopenoe [wr peek cheaper than 
market price. 

17S4, January 8. The congreg>ttioa of 
Peebles Parish Church worahipped for the 
fint time in the new Church erected upon 
the CastlehiU of Peebles. The Ctobb Church 
had been the Parish Church since 15d0; and 
before that it had been a Monastic Church of 
Trinity Friara from 1261. The Rev. Dr. 
Dalgleish was the last Minister of the Cross 
Church and the first of the new Church. 

1784, May 17. The Church Officer 
appointed to asaiat Mr Dalgleieb the school- 
master and precentor of Stobo in teaching 
the children Church musio. 

1784, July 2B. Thanksaiving for peace 
with America, collected Is. Bd. halfpenny. 



17ee, April 24. CoUecticm toward the 
sxpenae of printing the <Jld Testament into 

1776, April 23. Collected £2 6e. sterUr>g 
for Boyal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 
Coii]inHioi( Flaoohb. 

1780, July 14. To William Hnnter for 
two hiud metal flagons for tiie Chuich and 
for engraving 12s. 

1786. Lord Chief Baron Hontgomety of 
Stobo member of Aasembly. 

1787> The sacred tune BosweQ wan 
adapted from von Gluok who died in this 
year. 

1787, March 26. The Lord Chief Baron, 
member of Aaaemblj, 

1787, June 17. To Mr Reid * Co., 
sorgeon in Peebles for medicines 12a 6d. 
Rb7. Hb BAisn's NiFH£(r PaEaRNTXD 

1787, Sept«mber. Read letter from Mr 
Baird of Stobo stating bis inability to attend 
this meeting snd endoaing three papers, — 
(me, a letter of consent from Lord Chief 
Baron Montgomery assenting to Mr Baird'a 
nephew being ordained aasiatant and ano- 
neaaor in Stobo. (2) Petition signed by Sir 
James Naeamyth, by the only elder, and 
most of the inhabitant!! concurring therein, 
and (3) an obligation by Mr Baird to pay a 
yearly annuity to hia nephew if ordainod a»- 
sistant and s 



The Zjord Chief Baron agreed by the above 
Iett«r to the Presentation of Mr Alexander 
Eer to Stobo on the death of Mr Baird or 
demission, as patron of iitobo. Ur Baird 
promiaed Hr Kw forty poonds per anntnn 
sterling, also bed, board and waging, also a 



room at two in the Manse, and a ridinu hurso 
for hia use. Also the same for his wife and 
fanuly. But if Mr Ker prefer a separate 
hoitse for his wife and family, the sum was to 
be si tty-five pounds. 

The Presbytery agreed thereto and apt- 
pointed Mr Welsh to preach at Stobo on 
Sabbath Srst and intimate the Moderation of 
a Call to Mr Alaiander Ker on Friday the 
21st; and Mr Dalgleish to preach and preside 
at the Moderation, and also a meeting of 
Ftesbytery to judge of the aaid Call, etc. 

17S7. September 21. Ur Welsh intimated 
that he had preached here on Sabbath the 
nth and Intimated (he Moderation of a Call 
to Mr Ker. Accordingly after a sermon hy 
the Rev. Dr. Dalgleish of Peebles on 
Romans, chapter 1, verse 16. " For 1 am not 
ashamed," &o , and divine service beini; 
ended, a copy of the Call was produced 
and sustaineil. Appoint Mr Ker for nn 
exegesis an Christiana rtli^ie sit vera; and for 
exercise anil addition 1 John. 2 chapter, 
verse 2, '' And He is the propitiation," &o. 
llie Moderator closed with prayer. 

1767, AtPeebles, Octobers. Isabel C 

compeared and craved to be allowed to 
entity the discipline of the Church as she 
had formerly confessed. She was referred 
to the Kirk Session of Stobo to do so. And 
Mr Baird to report ere she be absolved, 

1787, Ociober 3. Appoint Mr Ker, Titua 
'2 chapter, 11 verse, for a lecture. And for 
a popular sermon Matthew xiii, verse 37, 
"JeauB said unto him," ftc, and Paalm 2& 
from the Hebrew; also the Greek text; and 
to defend his thesis which Dr, Dalgleish is to 
impngn and questionary trials. 

1767, October 24. Also appoint a meeting 
at Stobo on Friday the 9th November for 
the Ordination of Mr Alexander Ker; and 
Mr Scott of Innerleithen to preach and 
preside at that Ordination; and also to 

g'each at Stobo on Sabbath first and serve 
e edict. 
OaDiMATiON OF Mb Kbe, 11th Mnfisren 

1787, November 9. Hr Scott had 
preached at Stobo on November 28th and 
served the edict. The officer then called at 
the door for obiectors, but none compeared. 
Hr Scott preacned from 1 Corinthians, chap- 
ter iv,, verse 1, " Let a man," &ia. Mr Ker 
giving aatjsfying answers to the questions 
to intrants by Act 1 of the Assembly 1711, 
the Presbytery did by solemn pmyer and 
impoeition of hands along with Thomas 
Gray, Minister of Bronghton, set apart and 
ordain Mr Alexander Ker to the ofiice of the 
holy Ministry in Stobo, and gave him the 
right hand of fellowship; so also the pariah- 
ioneis. He waa then received as a member 
of Presbytery, and aigned the OonfeeaioD 
and Formula. 
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Kbt. Hb Kbk's MAKBiiGE. 

1788, January 27- Keceived for tba Pro- 
cUm&tioQ of Mr Ker, Miaistar, luid Miss 
Ostherine WillUmBon, in I^dy Yester'a 
parish. Edinburgh, 3s. 4d, 

1788, Much 8. On this d&j died the 
Teteran Minister of the neighbouring parish 
of Lyne at the advanced age of 102. 
CoioinHioN Tent. 

1786, August. To Alexander Proudfoot, 
Wright, for making the tent and painting 
the same for the Churchyard in time of the 
Sacrament, £3 10a. 

1788, Novr. 5. National Tbankagiving 
for the Revolution. Collected, la. lid. 
Thk Scppbessed Pabibh or Bawick. 

1788, December 3. Scroll of the Agree- 
ment of the feuiD({ of the suppressed parish 
of Dawic'k glebe, appruved and appointed to 
be extended. 

1789, March 2:1. Lord Chief Baron 
Montgnmei7 elecU'd member of Assembly. 

1789, April 23. National Thankagiv 



1790, April 20. Paid to a man who had 
his arm dislocated and shattered in the Slate 
Quarry and unlSt to support his family, lOs. 
6d. 

Alao a seaman who suffered by losing his 
ship hy fire, 2s. 

1790, April U. Received from a man for 
the piivilwe of being rebuked in his own 
seat, 10s. &. 

1791. The sacred tune Dunblane occurs 
in a cnllectioD of this year. 

1793, March 27. James UoatEomery, 
advocate, elected member of Assemb^. 

The Rev. Mr Eer had been a tutor in the 
family of the Lord Chief Baron Montgomery, 
who got him presented to Stobo. No great 
preacher at the best, he took his pulpit work 
very easily, and made no great preparation 
when the Patron's family were absent. The 
Chief Bnron, however, came out occasionally 
on Saturday evening from Edinburgh, when 
he WHS not looked for, and his appearance 
in the family pew took the Minister by 
surprise. On one occasion the audience and 
the disooume were alike pour. The preacher 
haateoed from the pulpit to nay his reapeote 
to his chief, when the following oolloquy 
took place :— 

" & very small audience to-day Saunders 1" 

*' The weather was unfavourable," was the 
exouse. 

" Nothing in the weather to prevent the 
people ooming out," the Chief Baron re- 
marked; when the Minister apologetioally 



said — " Bad I known your lordship was to 
be here T would have been bettor prepared." 

The apology oaUed forth the wilAering 
reproof, "Saunders, you should rememlier 
that the Lord Almi^ty is always here." 

1793, April 18. National Fast for the 
War with France. Collected lOd. 

1793, July 1. Sent by Mr Baird, Min- 
ister, for behoof of the poor on account of 
his absence from the Church through indis- 
position for a considerable time, 5s. 

Repeated the following year. 

1794, June. Funeral of a man found dead 
on the Sheriff Muir not far from Tweed, 
after taking the money in his pocket and 
selling his clothes, half a guinea for the 
Box. 

1795, April 4. Death of the Bev. John 
Baird. 

He had been licensed by the Presbytery of 
Biggar, J-muary 25, 1733. He was presented 
by John, Earl of Wigton, in September 
follovring. He was ordained March 21, 
1734. He died in 1795, aged 86, in the 62nd 
year of hia MinUtry. He was Fsther of the 
Church of Scutland as his next nei)!hbour Mr 
Jdhnabme also hail been, who died in 1788, 
aged 102. Mr Baird was a widower. 

1706, April 5. No sermon; Mr Baird 
being dead. April 12. Received half a 
crown for the mortcloth for Mr Baird. 

1796, At Peeble-i. April 22. The Rev. 
John Baird, late Minister of the Gospel at 
Stobo, died on the fourth current, but m Mr 
Alexnnder Ker has been ordained assistant 
and successor, the usual appointments are 
not necessary. 

The Rev. John Baird was unmarried when 
presented to S*ti'lio. On the 26th of Febru- 
ary 1750 he married Janet Kelso. She h«d 
a daughter culled Janet, born o" Aui£uat 16, 
1751. and she herself died four days there- 
after, on the 20th August 1751. Her 
daURhter Janet died at the ai^e of six on the 
15th Septeml-er 1757. Mr Haird, hereft uf 
wife and daughter, remained a widower until 
his death in 1795. 

May 10. No sermon; Mr Ker having a 
child dead. 

1795, July 2. Given to John Penman two 
shillings in sixpences that were thin, and if 
they will not pass, to be given back. 

1796, Half a guinea was frequently paid 
for the privilege ot l>eing rebuked in a seat 
difierent from the one of repentance; aod 
the penalty of 6s. 8d. wos enforced in 
addition. 

1796, August. Paid to Mr Allan in Edin- 
burgh for a new mortcloth £6 10s, 

George Donaldson, tailor in Peebles, bad 
gs. 6d, for making the mortcloth. 



< nyGoot^le 



STOBO CtiVRCa.—PrMbytenofiiam 



UttSIONS — FoRBIGH AND Home. 

1796. foreign Missions about this tima 
began bo arouse attention in the Church; but 
the time nut being ripe the matter wna not 
conntenanced by the AsMmbly for the 
present. Home Missions also now created 
interest among the people. The; were 
greatly stimulated by the evaDgelical otm- 
paign of two Naval Uffioera, Robert and 
James Haldane, who preaohed the Qoepel 
ttirougboat Scotland. 

1797- In this year Mr Walter Scott made 
the acquaintance of David Ritchie, the Black 
Dwarf, that native of Stobo on whom he 
oonfetred immortality. The Dwarf was 



1797. Communion Collections averaged 
bom 33b to 97b starling. 

17V9, JaniMiy 20. As the sermon was in 
Hi Kei's kitchen there iraa no ooUeotion. 

To Jamea Dow for taking soow out of the 
Oharch, Is. (January.) 

1790, June 12. Approved of the Deolaia- 
t«y Act of the Assembly declining to reoog- 
nise any peison licensed oi ordained by any 
other Church than the Church of Sootland; 
and calliug on Preebyteriea to refuse to sus- 
tain any PreHentation or Call given to snch 
persons, ministers also are forbidden by 
this Act to hold any Ministerial Communion 
whatsoever with persoes of any other Com- 
munion. Ministers oi this Church are not 
10 hold opinions of their own, but be suhjeot 
to Preebyte^e^) according to their Ordioarion 

VOWB. 

17)KI, July. £2 88. sterling collected at 
the Couiinuuioii season. 

1799. At Peebles. August 7. The Rev. 
Mr Welsh of Drumelzier to hold sessions 
with Mr Ker until he obtain elders at Stobo. 

1799. At Peebles. October 16. Meeting 
for pmyer and privy censures; nothing cen- 
surable. 

Reference from the Kiili Session of Stobo 

Barbara M , servant to the Rev. Mr Ker 

of Stobo, had confessed guilt with William 

L , servant in the same house. He 

positively denied. Both had been summoned 
to this meeting of Presbylery; but both 
failed to compear. Mr Eer was appointed 
to cause summon both to next meeting un 

1799, December*. Case of Barbara M 

and William L : Both compeared and 

both persisted, she in accnaing and he 
denving. The case was remitt«d to the 
Kiik Session of Stobo to take proof; tiad Mr 
Eer to report the proof to next meeting of 
Piesbyteiy. 

1800. By the begiiiDiiig of the XIX 
century, iWaphrases woe be^nning to 
become more used in Divina Semoe. 



1800, At Peebles. Febroa^ 6. Case of 

William L and Barbara M- returned. 

Mr Eer, the Minister of Stobo, produced a 
report of the evidence led by the woman in 
support of her charge ai{aiast the man; and 
the Presbytery shewed bj the man the very 
strong evidence sgainst him; and eshocted 
him tu confess. This he declined to do and 
craved time until next morning to oonsiiler 
his position; trhich was granted. 

fieit meeting to be on Wednesday, March 
26. 

IBOl. March 26. William L com- 
peared and acknowledged his guilt with 

Barbara H in Stobo. He was seriously 

rebuked for his guilt with her and for false- 
hood; nnd was remitted to the Kirk Session 
of Stobo to satisfy. 

BaU BALFPlHNiaS, 

180L, Hay 25. Reoeived for two stone 
weight of bad halfpennies at the rate of nine- 
pence per pound weight which was put into 
the box, £1 4e. sterling. 

At every Sacrament there were the follow- 
ing usuhI exuenBes: — The Beadle for extra 
orainory trouble during the Sacrament, 2a; 
to an additional man for keeping the Ohnrcb 
door, Is; and to an extra preoentoi foi; 
preoenting in the tent, Is. 

1801, Jnly 12. Received for six stone 
weight of bad halfpennies at ninepence per 
pound weight, £3 128. sterling. 

Received for three stone weight of bad 
halfpennies and twelve pound, at tenpenco 
per pound weight: total of both loads, £6 2a; 
and twelve pounds of bad halfpenniea were 
put into the box. 

1801, October. In this month ther* 
settled in Peebles Dr Uungo Park as ft 
medical practitioner. He practiBed in Stobo 
and all the surrounding tfistricts. He was 
thirty years of age, and hod already eiperi- 
enoed many stirring adventures in A&ica. 
In Deoember 1803 ho went to London with 
the object of returning to Afriea; but owing 
to the postponement of the expedition Dr 
Park returned to Peebles In 18M when lu 
Tended from March till Hay. On the 2Kb 
of January 1805 he sailed £rom Spitliead tot 
Africa, and never retained. 

1801. StatiBtics of the Presbytery of 
Peebles:— 

Stobo: — This parish has 66 inhabited 
faonses; with 62 families; 7 uninhabited 
honsee, there are 160 males, 178 females, 
total 338 of both sexes including children; 
there are 14 persons employed in agriculture; 
^ere are thwteen employed in handicrafts; 
leaving 311 persons unspecified. 

AH the other ntrishes also are reoordad in 
the IUf[ister of the Presbytery. 
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Dat Schools and Sabbath ScH'iOLa. 

1802, Mnrch 31. Id the Reports tn the 
Presbyiery ijonceraiDg the various whools 
in the Presbytary. litobo ia recorded hb 
having 32 sohoUra who nre tAught rending, 
writmi!, English, A nth m otic. 

There are no Sunday SuhiioLi within the 
Prmhytery except at Peebles, where there 
has bean an evening; Hchool for half a century 
past kept by the school masters. 

All the schools with the Bounds are here 
recorded. 

An ISth Century Aoeigdltubal 

REfDKMBB. 

IS03. April 2. In a volume of 7Ae 
Farmers' Magazine, a quarterly publication 
devotod to ai^riculture and rural aSairs, we 
find the undernuted reference to ^ir James 
Montgomery of Stanhope, Bart., who in his 
dny iiianifcKtad great interest in all that 
tended ti) the improvement of agricultural 
metliods. The number of the Magazine from 
which we (luote is dated 1st August 1803: — 
"Died at Ediahui-gh, upon the 2nd April, 
Sir Jamea Montgomery of StanhL<|>e, Bar- 
onet, Inite Lord Chief Baron of the Court of 
Exchequer, much regretted by his numerous 
friends. Sir James Montgomery wni bom 
in the year 1721 , being second son of WiUiam 
Montgomery, Esq. of Macbioliill, to whom 
the County of Tweeddale wati indebted for 
the introduction of an early species of ^eas 
and of the red oats, the most valuable variety 
that can be cultivated in an upland district. 
Sir Jamen wtw the last survivor of tha County 
sheriffs appointed by the Crown after the 
heritable jurisdictions were abolished, and 
he was the tirst bcotsinan preferred to the 
dignity of the Lord Chief Baron of Ex- 
chequer in Scotland, thit uttice having 
always, before his time, been held by 
Ena'ishmen. Before the middle of last 
century, the main distinction aimed at by 
country gentlemen, above the character of 
mere ^<im^od^, was thLit of classic leaniing, 
and the veneration paid to ancient languages 
WHS carried to such a height that the investi- 
gatioa of the nature of words was in danger 
of occupying eicluaivoly that of the nature of 
thing-i. Fortunately, ac the jieriod alluded 
to a period of enterprise in farming arose 
among thf gentry in Scotland, and England 
and the Continent were resotted to for rural 
information, instead of the antiquated works 
of Cato, Virgil, Varo, and Columella. Tha 
gentry thus informed to'>k the lead in the 
verification lit prinoiples by experiment, and 
the tenantry, by various modes of mural 
excitement and encouragement, was induced 
to follow the example set to them. Sir 
James Montgomery wae amongst the first to 
encourage this spirit of improvement in the 
various capacities of country gentleman, 
judge, and l^ialator. To him in a great 



1 Scotland is indebted for the Act of 
Parliament relaxing the restrictions of en- 
t.ii1s; that it wns not more extensivfty useful 
proceeded from no fault of his liut from the 
formidable opposition that ensued. Sir 
James at an early period introduced <he 
culture of turnips into Tweeddale. Wa 
state upon the authority of Adam Kennedy, 
Esq. of Romanno, a surviving contemporary 
and felloiv labourer in the introduction of 
improved farming, that he himself I'aised 
turnips in drills ao early at 1757, and that 
Sic James had the start of him by two or 
three years in this species of culture. This 
is confirmed by the information of William 
Graham, a confidential lervant or grieve of 
the family, from \vhich it nppearn that Sir 
James raised turnip upon his farm of Deans- 
houses, parish of Newlands, both in brmid 
cast and drills, so early as arason 1764, the 
latter dressed by a regular process of horse 
hoeing. He also introduced the use of two- 
horse ploughs without a driver, and for that 
purpose was probably the first in Tweeddale 
who improved the breed of burses by the 
tniporta&on of stallions. It is a corrobora- 
tive fact that for miny years his male foals 
were kept and sold as stallions for the 
improvement of the breed ia other quarters 
of the country. In the • Agricultural Survey 
of Tweeddale,' notice is taken of Sir .James's 
attempts to cultivate moss soils Where the 

Slough was used and the moss of a moderate 
epth, ao BS to allow the subsoil to lie turned 



p and mixed with i' 



the 






ally successful, even to the effect of raising 
pasture of sufficient luxurinnco for rearing 
the largest sized on ever bred in Tweeddale. 
Where the spade was used, as in deep flow 
muss, after much the same mode as adopted 
at Swineridgemuir, in Ayrshire, the effects 
were by no means so succeaaful, probably 
owing to the difference of climate or quality 
of the moss. Sir James's improvements 
upon the estate of Killem, in Stirlingshire, 
WHS reported by Mr Wight, who surveyed 
that county in 1777, as furnishing instances 
of the most perfect husbandry. We would 
have extracted the whole pass*ae alluded tu, 
but the lengtli of this article calls upon us to 
briQ;{itto a conclusion. In the dedication 
of the 'Agricultural Survey of Tweeddale,' 
inscribed to him by the author, his own 
parish mioi-jier, and evidently expressive of 
real heartfelt esteem. Sir James is repre- 
sented as a man of most amiable dispositions, 
' whose long continued att«ntion lo the 
mamgenieot of the public concerns of Tweed 
dale, whose readiness lo assist with salutary 
advice and counsel every individual of her 
sons, together with his conciliatory urbanity 
of manners, originating in humanity, not in 
artificial politeness, had since stamped him 
with the character, as they had gained him 
the appellation, of the Father of the 
County." 
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1803, September 28. To a oofBn foi a 
poor man who in croeaing Lyne's MQn dam 
Accidentia fell into the stream whioh oarried 
him below the Mila wheel which crushed 
bim to death, 15s; to a cloth for the poor 
man's head, la. 6d. 

Sums ware received by the Kiik Session 
ttoia Sir Jamea MoDtgomery ttnd other 
masters, as fines recovered from their ser- 
TBnts for breaches of roles, eto, 

CLAMDB9TDI1 MabBHOK. 

1B03, December 7. Mi George Scott, 
schoolmaster, Stobo. appeared before the 
Presbytery and was jndicially rebuked tor 
bis clandestine marries; wlio appoint him 
and his wife to appear before the Kirk 
Session of Stobo that aha also may be re- 
buked for ttie same irregularity. 

Uoderator closed with prayer. 

1804, Maioh 28. Sit Jamee Montgomery, 
Baronet, of Stanhope, elected member of 
Assembly. 

1804, October 17. OoUeotion for the 
Boyal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 

Notes from the Kirk Session Records of 
Stobo during fifty years of portions of the 
Hiniatries sf the Rev. John Baird, and the 
Bev. Alexander Ker. hiu nephew. 

From June 1754 to June 1804:— 

III 1764, the yeiu- in which these extrncts 
begin, Mr Baird vi.is 40 years of n-^o, and 
h^ been Minifttrr of Stobo for twenty years, 
havini^ been presenied at the age of twenty- 
four, in the year 1734. 

In 1754, during its latter half. Mr Baird 
was assiduous in occupying Stobo pulpit . 

in 1755 there was nn uermon eight times. 
On six of those Sundays he was filling the 
pulpit in other Churches, especially Com- 
munion Sundays, and twioe was he indis- 

There wiia one Sacrameatal Fast day; and 
one Ihank^iving for Ihe harvest. 

Id 1756, when he whs 46, tliere was no 
sermon three tinies, when he wai at Peebles 
and Drumelzier and the AsMtiiibty. 

There went three Faat days this year, nne 
Sacramental, one tor the Wur with France, 
and one for the earthquake at Lisbon. 

In 17-37 there was no sermon on ei£;ht 
Sundays; he was indinposed twice, and 
ofticiating six times in other Chorcbes. He 
was 46. 

In 1758 there was no aermon six times; — 
thrice (or no a>Mignod cause, twice in other 
Churches, and once indisposed- 
There was the Sacramental Fatt, and a 
National Thank.igiving. 



In 1759 he was 40 years of age. There 
was no sermon on 14 Sundays. For nine of 
these no excuse is roftT-ked. On other four 
he WHS at other Churches, itnd once indis- 

There was a National Fast, and a National 
Tbanksuivin^. There is no Record of Sacra- 
menta] Fast or Communion. 

In 1760 when Mr Baird was fifty, there 
was no sermiin on ten Sundays. On five he 
was indisposed, and on other five he was at 
other Churches. 

There was a National Fast for the War 
with France; but no SacnunentAl Fast day. 

In 1761 Mr Baird was 51. On eight Sun- 
days there was no sermon. On four he was 
indisposed; en other four he was in other 
Churches. 

T^ere was a Sacramental Fast; also a 
National Fast. There waa a ColleotioD for 
distressed Minisfen in Pennsylvania. 

In 176'2 there was no sermon on fire 
Sundays. Thrioe he was indisposed; twice 
in other Churches. 

There was a National Fast. Also a Ool- 
lectinn for educating Gaelic studanta. 

1763. No sermon on eight Sundays. 
Four times was Mr Baird indisposed; and 
four times did he preach in other Churches. 
There was a National Thanksgiving for 
I'eace. He was now 63. 

In 1763 there was no sermon on seven 
Sundays. Twice he was indisposed, and on 
five Sundays he preached in other Churches. 
There was a Sacrameiitnl Fast this year; also 
a Collection for Ensie. 

In 17i!S there is marked no sermon on ten 
Sundays. On three of them he was indis- 
posed, Hod on nther seven he was in other 
Churches. There were no Fast days this 
year. 

In 1766. when Mr Baird waa 56, he was 
present every Sunday save that on which he 
attended the General Assembly. Never 
once WHS he indisposed. And there was the 
Sacramental Fast 

On twelve Sundays in 17ti7 there was no 
sermon. Six times the Minister was indis- 

g)sed;nndon other Mix he officiated in the 
hurches of his Brethren. There was the 
Sacramental Fast day. And a Collection for 
Wheelock'a Ai.'ademy. 

In 1768 when he was 58, there was no 
aermuD on ten Sundays. On five he was 
indisposed; and on other five he officiiited in 
other Churches. There were no Fust days. 

In 17S0 no sermon is marked six timee:— 
two being caused by indisposition; three in 
other Churches, and once without excuse. 
The SacramenUl Fast was held. 
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1770. The Minieter wu now tdttj. Five 
timeB thiit year he was indisposed; and on 
four Sundays be pteacfasd eldewhere; nine in 
all marked no aermoD. The Sacramental 
Fast WHS held. 

1771 was a good year for Hr Baird'a 
health. Be was not indiepoaed onoe, and 
was able to preach in other Churches fi/s 
times when the Stobo folka had no sermon. 
There were no Faste. 

In 1772 when be was sixtj-two be was 
indiaposed once onlj; was at the Qenenl 
Assembly onoe, and preached three times in 
other Churches, fire times no sermon in all. 
There was a PresbyteriBl Fast on aooount of 
the severe weather in the winter and spring; 
also the Sacramental Fast. 

1773. No sermon six times, twice from 
indisposition, and four times because the 
Hinister was preaching at otbei Ohumhes. 
The baoramental Foot was held. 

1774. Eight times no sermon. Thrice 
was he indisposed, and five times in other 
Churches. The Sacramental Fiiat was held. 

1775. Five times no sermon. Twice 
from indisposition, and thrice was the Min- 
ister in otner Cborches. Sacramental Fast 
held. 

1778. The Hiniatet nas now 66. On 
nine Sundays there was no sermon. Thrioe 
because ha was indisposed, and on six times 
because he was in other Churches. Thei« 
was a National Fast for the War with 
America; also the bacrament«l Fast. 

1777. Twice was the Hinister indisposed, 
and twice in other Churches. The Sacra- 
mental Fast waa held. 

1778. Whan the Minister was 68, on four 
Sundays he was indisposed^ and officiated on 
other two in other Churches. The Sacra- 
mental Fast was held. 

1779. Once from iedispoaiUon there was 
no sermon; and twice was the Minister in 
Other Churchex. There whs a National Fast 
oh aocouDt of the Vfw with France and 
America; also the Smoramental Fhsc. 

1780. The Uinist«r was now aged 70. 
He preached three times in other Churohes, 
and was twice indisposed. There was a 
Hatitmal Fast on aooount of War with Spiun, 
Fiance, and America. Also the Sacramental 
Fast. 

1701. The Hinister was not ' able to 
[K«aoh in any other Ohunh this year; and 
he was seven times indispoeed. A National 
Faat foi the War with France was held. 

In 1783 the Minister was still unable to 
pcMob elsewhere. He was four times in- 
opoMd. miere were this year three Fasts 
— «e Saoramental Fast day, a National Fast 
fot the War with Fntux, and a Synod Fart 
oa aoooont of the bad harvest. 



1783; age 73; Blr Baird was twice indis- 
posed, and preached once in another Oh utch. 
The Sacramental Fast day was held. 

1784. In this year he was never indis- 
posed; and preached twice in other Churches; 
there never was suppW by other Ministers- 
on these occasions: The Sacramental Fast 
waa observed; also two Thanksgivings, one 
Cor the Harvest, and the other on account of 
the Peaoe. 

1786. Un eight occasions there waa no 
sermon, indisposition being the cause of six, 
and duty in other Churches the cause on two 
Sunduys. The Sacramental Fast was ob- 

In the year 17b6 Mr Baird was aged 76. 
It waa bis last year in office alone. He was 
three times indisposed; and he preached once 
in another Church, that of Peebles, at the 
Communion there on August 13. Hie- 
Sacramental Fast in Stobo was held. 

1767. Mr Baird aged 77. On fifteen 
oooasions Mr Baird was indisposed. 

A Call to his nephew, Ur Alexander Ksr, 
was moderated in on September 21; and Mr 
Eer was ordained on September 9 as assist- 
ant and successor to Mr Baird in Stobo. 
And on the two Sundays following the 
Ordination of Mr Eer, there was no sermon 
in Stobo, ''the minister " being at Manor on 
Deoembor 9, and Hr Ker at Traquair on 
December 83. Seventeen hoUdays to the 
Stobo people in all during the yo'ir. 

178B. Hatters were nob much improved 
by the Calling of Mr Ker. On nine Sundays 
there waa no sermon. On six cif them Mr 
Ker preached in other Churches; thrioe he 
went to Edinburgh over Sundays. There 
was a Thank^ivin^ for the devolution; and 
the Sacramental Fast. 

In 1789 Mr Baird was 79; and Mr Ker his 
Colleague was '42 Ten times there vas no- 
sermon, once fn)m indisposition, and nine 
times at other Churches- 'I'here was a 
Thanksgiving for the King's Recovery; and 
the Sacramental Fast. 

1790. Mr Baird 80; Mr Ker 33. Nine 
times is no sermon marlied, seven limes the 
Minister was in other Churches, and twice- 
in Edinburgh, where Mr Eer went very 
often. 

1791. Mr Baird 81; Hr Ker 34. No- 
sermon 11 tiroes; e%ht times the Hinister 
was in other Churches; twioe indisposed; and 
once at Edinburgh. There was the Saora- 
mental Fast. 

1792. Mr Baiid 83; Hr Ker 3S. Nine 
times no sermon; other Churches six; indis- 
position twice; onoe at Edinburgh. 

1703. Mr Baird 83; Ur Ker 36. No- 
sermon eleven times: — six times Hi Ker at 
Edinburgh; five times at oUier Obutchee. 
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1794. Hr Baiid aged 84; Mr Ket 37. 13 
times no sermon:— twice Absent without 
reaaoD aaaigned, once indisposed, onoe at 
Edinburgh, and eight timee in other 
ChuTchtM. One National Fast observed for 
the War; and the Sacramental Fast. Hr 
Baird again sent five shiUings for the poor. 

1793. Mr Baird a^ 85; Mr Ser aged 
38. No Hermontfln times: — onoeindisposed; 
ORoe because Mr Baird was dead, once 
bacauee Mr Ker had a child dead, sii times 
Hr Ker at other Churches and the Assembly, 
and once al«ent without cause ai 
National Fast observed for the War. 

1796. Mr Ker remains sole Minister of 
Stobo, Hged 39. No sermon twelve times: — 
once indiepoeed, seven times at other 
Churches, twioe no excuse, twice at Edin- 
burgh. A National Fast for the War; and 
the Sacrnmeiital Fast. 

1796. Mi Ker aged 40. Six times no 
sermon:— thrice withnut excuse, thrice at 
other Churches, and once marked no oollec- 
tion on account of storm. There was a 
Katidnat Fust, a Sacramental Fast, and 
another Fast in December (9th.) 

1798. Mr Ker aged 41. No sermon niae 
times: — twice indispoeed, twine at Edin- 
burgh, three times at other Churches, twice 
without excuse. There was a National Fast. 

1799. Mr Ker aged 42. No sermon ten 
times: — seven times in other Churches, 
twice at Edinburgh, once indispoaed, aad no 
collection on three storm; days. There was 
a National Fast. 

1600. Mr Ker a^ed 43. No sermon nine 
timeB:—four times indisposed, five times in 
other Churches and Assembly. There was a 
National Fast. 

1801. No sermon ten timea:— five times 
at other ChuroheB; three times at F-dinburgh; 
twice indisposed. There was a National 
Fast. 

1802. Mr Ker aged 46. Ei^ht times no 
sermon: — four timea the Minister was at 
other Churches, ihrice at Edinburgh, 
once indispoeed. There was a Nati' 
Fast. 

1803. Mr Ker aged 46. No sermon nine 
times:— thrice because the {Minister was at 
Bdinbui^h; four times at other Cburohes; 
once absent; also no collection on a stormy 
day. There was both a National Fast and 
a Sacriuueatal Fast. 

1804. Hr Ker aged 47. B^ year till 
June, Mr Ker once at Edinburgh, and once 



National 



Hr Ker continued as Minister of Stobo 
nntil 1842, when he died in his 86th year, 
and 55th of his UiDistry. But fur the lost 
five years be hod Uie oanstanoe of the Bev. 
UrKdgar. 



During those fifty years there were tbreo 
hundred and eight; two Sundays on which 
there was no sermon in Stobo; and during a 
part of that time there were two Ministers 
acting ai Colleagues, one at them a young 
man in his very prime. 

Both Mr Baird and Mr Ker lived to be 
octogenarians, eitheion account of the great 
care which they took to avoid hard work; or 
notwithstanding those frequent indispoai- 
cioiis. They were uncle and nephew. 

Althoufth they both practised the haliit ol 
celebrating the Communiun in the iwsiBtaDce 
of other Uinistera, thure is no record that 
those other Ministers supplied the vacant 
pulpit of Stobo when iks Minister was absent 
agisting them. 

During those 382 vacant, Sundays, it is a 
very moderate estimate to place the loss to 
the poor of Stobo at 382 shillings sterling, 
neaily £20. 

In the neighbouring pari^ of Manor fnr 
the very same period, " no sermon " ia 
marked aiily-seven times. 

1805, March 27. The right honourable 
Sir James Montgomery, Hie Uajes^s adi-i>. 
cate for -'-'cotland, elected member of Ass- 
embly. 

1805, December 13. Sold bad halfpence 
and light farthings out of the boK 9s 6a. 

1806, Jnnuary 27. One pound weight and 
16 oz. of bad halfpence at tenpeuoe per 
pound, Is 6d. 

1807, April 1. Sir James Montgomery, 
Baronet, of Staohupe, elected member of 
Assembly. 

1807, June 24. A man to be declared 
from tUl the pulpits within the Bonnd> aa 
contumacious and fugitive from Church 
Discipline. 

1807, At Peebles. August 6. George 
Miller to be taken on Trials by the Pcesliy- 
teiy of Dalkeith. Raference from the Kirk 
Session of Stobo: — 

Robert S compeared and confessud 

guilt with Helen 1 as he had already 

confessed to the Kirk Seaaion. He woe 
judicially rebuked and OThorted to serious 
repentance. The Presbytery delay the 
further consideration of this matter for the 
present, but in consideration of several 
oiroumstances appoint the clerk to draw up 
an account of the ease and lay before the 
Procurator Fiscal of the Connty. 

1808, March 30. Sir Jamee Mantgoiaei7 
member of Assembly. 

1809, January 14. Given for the poor of 
the pwish at the funeral of the deoeassd 
Willum Laidlaw, late Mathematician in 
Edinburgh, a gnineo. 
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laOd, September t.- A Statmncnfr wwm 
^rea in by the Rev. Alexiuid^ niBT\ Mtm. 
latar ol BUibo, to the follo»rHq"'efbet>^- 

Hoaey Stipend;— £S4 12B; 34: nnd eijflif 
tfrelfths. 

Tiotiul ftTer^e, hlgfieffiWaibtMsa-FUm' 
in iMt sight rears, no fiua bthig atniA'iD' 
the County of Peebleai-£8n U. 

Honey Teind tendered for one Ohalder of 
Ittel and one Clileldei- ofBte-, £1« Ut. 4d. 
Conunuiiion el^mentB: — fiS6a. 8d> 

Hw abere- eKhaiuts all the Teinds of' 
8Mo exoepting, a anwll portion dnwn - 1^ 
the HiniBten of Brouqhton uid Dntn)el>ieT< 
boat liote iromemorisL The IVaabyteiT' 
e to tnnsnitt-tha auae-to tb» ISodmtor 



«FAbm 



1610. April SB. Sir Jkines Mfiotgonery- 
nieaibec of Avembly. 

TbB 8A7BND. 

ISIO, Octbber 17. 11)»-nwi)qrtery>re[ipr( 
Uiat-tb«>flttpMid ' fif Stobo appeaia to tbem 
iromi tb». OMiiinente to oome unddr the 
dMcnpfJoaof'Stipenda that fall to be vtg- 
menC«d under the authority of the Act, bn 
owing t<i the various circumstancea of 
Tenders of'~Teindi Htfeadj- made, itwi of 
othen understood to - b*a ' un<ler oootemplM 
tfonr aadaboof mluatlDn of Teinds pio- 
«eededii& bat not. oomplatedr. the p^«nse 
Amount of deficiency of stipend oumot at 
freeen t be aMertaieed. 

lUl.' llAaMih 27. Six Ja«ea Mon^mery 
member of Assembly. 

18«i: A'bra<6(< Paid for two qaaitem 
Itavee^ttr'tlwfDneral of John Bamiige, 2s. 
9d. Ooffini' fur akove,- a> guinea; winding 
sheet, 6s 2d; cairiue of ccffln, 3b; two 
bottles of irhiaky.fer ditto'a funeral, 6^ 

1811, Shy- i. Uortoloth for funeral <A 
Mrs Ker (the Mhrieisc'a wifet>10B 6d. . 

1811, June 4. The 8 ww (in-lend to Sir 
Ja— MoBtgoBsary, £3B0 sterling. 
SiORAinirru. PtaTi. 



U.3A. 

ISlfi, Ma*cii 2S.. Hit James U6ntg<nn«aT 
menhw of ilsaiiiiililji 

1812, Marah2ti: Ut-'Kep'laM. bifan^tUe 
P ImIi )*>ii) a" stVeaent ofi the preaent 
stipend of Stobo and^g^ve notice that he 
had raised a Summons of' Augmentxtidn, 
Ut>dlfiMtt(nr aa4 U>oaUty> wUek wfil' be 
«iiaied'in06urifoB>W«(UieaAyii.]tOtAaO, and 
hatrhft irtMB>td< em* ttaafctJM. wbote' fi»e 
valoed Teinds shall be.mwiiaod for atiBMd 
Mti Oommnnion elementa. 



Healso gave in a Sbne of theae Tiinda 
and of the nuuuer in which"h6 propoMa tiit^ 
should he appropriated. iS'e- P i w liy t ety- 
i^pomt them to be inserted: id the' AfbiutOi- 
initerraaof the ):i(atutb: — 

(1) sttpeod' )ir DMreet" ol HodifieMuMk 
■a^'jIioaditH, Srth' Har 179B. tnd Slat 
IbMnber^ ITWi— 

i; Sir Jamea Mont^nmr tdr th» 
Barony of Sttobo, ifOMf, 6n lSi.'4d.' 
Vibttial, lChldderl3Balk- 

2. Dtthe, of Qos— s h erry for Baater 
and Weatar Happrew, £90 lOa. 7d. and 
eight twelftha. VietuiO, 2 Ohalddrs. 

3. Sir James mteamytii' fdr Eastar 
Bavickl £27 IM. Total, £67 IBft lid. 
and eight twidfdife.' Hhney. 

Wnmranion elanenta, £3.6b. 8dj- To 
bedMMM^ 

For Stipend. £64 12s. 3d.' and eifcht 
tvelfrtis. Viotual, 3 Chaldem 12 Bollo. 

March 2S. (2) Stipend wh!ah thv Mto* 
itter propoaes' to crave in-Ue Ptootm-ot 
Augmentation tk) w> raiaadi 

SiBoe the data of the last LooaKty - thb 
Heritors upon whom Victual hkd btan 
looall'ed^ hkve judieiaHy amendsreiii their 
fall valued Hftney Teind^'aad thaanrMiMien 
have been admittadf and^ Sir Jamea Naa*- 
smyth' has obtained h ValttHiMi in tneoeyi' 

The Teinds of the parish as thus valued 
and suirendered wilTstand thus:— VMtted 

1. SirJamee Uoatgiimaryi £31 18a. 
9d. six twelfths. 

2.^ Th« bein'-awl diaponMs ol- tlw 
Ute Dulte- of- QaeeosbMT.. £a7 4a. 
Judicially surrendered, £69 2a. 9d> six 
twelfths. 

3; StrJamarNMNSftbltyoew Valua* 
tiettr £tl IBs. 2iL twa fifths. TeUl 
vidued TeinA. ffilO 17a. lid. nine 

AM'tbe MfnisMr pfopeoM bo anw the 
whole ofa^A- Vab>edvTeind to Im mfglM 



i: Slipmid; £Te2>lU.-3d4-n 

2. Communion elements.. £8 6«. 8d. 
Equal to the whole Fund. £110*171. 
lid. rune tentUr 



Jd^^ lliadugiMngrfOT the gfiaos; lid 



Ttib beHtopB* w«» ' co WW t ^ .' retinas, to 
be renewed year after year. 
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SK n uneatel Cbilke* and Flacoaa. 
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'Sbm Bruno. 

1814, Haroh 30. The IntwlMiitor of 
^gnwnbttion of Stobo.oune U> hani; — liiSth 
JnnuvT> I8I4— 'Ihe Lords having Hdvised 
thfi Scheme of ^be renUl &Dd.prepar^ stat«. 
they modify, decero, and ordain the conatant 
atip|end and provision of the £irk and parish 
of Stoi o to have l«en for ibe cny tkua ybmt 
of Odd )SU, yearly ainca syne and in time 
ooming ono hundred and forty-Gvo poondB,' 
ttirtMD.'BhiUiofpii seven pence anj ee?ea 
teothi of I a peoq^ sterling, and that for 
jaUpeudao^indadiOfi therein eight pounda, 
■ix shilliaga and eight pence uterltng for 
fumiebinK Communion efelnents, being ths 
tifll'TBind of th6 parlifa. 

ISMr Harob.36. Sir JapMS Montgomeij. 
«lBatad menber of.Aawinblj. 

1815, March 29. Kr Jamee HontgomUT 
iMttbelr of AasMnbly. 



k BMords 



Collections and' DebiuMm«iita fmr tht 
Pwir:— 

I8IS, Jannar; 21: RAceived from ICr 
Uontgomery, Whim, at the funerftl of hia 
ohild tienry, £t. 

Uortoloth for other p«riibii>neta, one 
ontiy Bo; another 6fl. 

18t4, Haroh 27> Sir Janus Montgogiarj 
■oemb^ of Assembly, 

Bir James resigned befoi^, the date . of 
oMstipg. Sir Thomaa Oarmiohael and 
^ioioai Cranstoun of Dewar were both 
voted upon, when Mi^ Dewar was elaoted; 

1817, March'2t. ^ Jamas MunXgoiQieiT 
deoted again member of Aasembly. 

1817, Novembot. Paid Uedidnea for th» 
pcriahioners: — Vltrielia Aether, Vomit and 
purge, two ounoM of Bwk, Tlnotiira at 
Ohiger, Squills andCasna, Bfaubsral,' S^Mon 
aalt«; Vaeotne matter. 

For the piiTilege of beipg [noclaikne^ 
twice on two Sm>sfb«,. sixp^D^ce. I«tBr 
jiunfio^ alw f<w praclaiiiatian twloe'.on oiM 



lb penattf fiam, J«ba> H— 



»«abuke.bef«r« the ooDgragation, 10s. uA- 

1816, Hatch 26. Sir Jaqea Moatgomeir 
qfember of Aasbmbly for th^ Preeoytei;, 
and John fla^, yoimger, of'Haystono, mraf> 
ber f(« the Butgh of Peebles. 

1$IS, June 10. CaHedJoD' appointed' fqt 
Ifte H4J<d Ipfinrnwy.. 



1818, Jan^. An in(lnatriouB man who got 
bis Icigbrolcen in the slate qnany, £1. 

From , , Mis;* Ke; fr-^ her Proclamation 
thrice on one Sunday, half a crown. 

Baptism of Mi; dray's child out of.th« 
Churob, flvepence. 

1818, October U. Bod of voluine <^ 
Pr^byterj ftecQrd& 

1818,' Deoemlter 9. Bwdnijing (>f roIum«|, 
of Prexbytery Reorads. lliis VMume ends 
on the 16tb October, 1867. 

TBI G^iia,, 

1819, UarebM. ^r James Mentgomery 
aad'the Bev. Alexander Ber were motnally 
agreeaUe to allow Sir James to take over' 
tCat-part.of Stobo glebe c»llad the Barn 
IWkin.order (obe^nted. And.Sir Janwt 
tw pay the Miaiiter its awuial, value in oat. 
mMl. Mr Penmao ia.Saoter Uawick and, 
Hjc Bajlaift^yn^ in Woodhouse had bpen 
obqien '.valuatdrB. Aiii Sir. James, was to 
ailotv free ingr^ and egrees to both ends of 
the Burn for watering the Sifoister's cattle. 

The Presbytery agree u^ appoint a met- 
ing of I^:esbyt«ry at Bt»bo to-morrow to 
peraa)bulate the grounds and act id tiie 

Moderator oloead with prayer. 
Signaton here of Alexander Ker otStebo, 
1810, Harofa 21^ bIr James Hflntgomerr 
member ,of Assembly. 

IStB, At Stob6 Uanse. Haroh 20. 
Anent the glebe of Stobo. the Presbrterf 

CmbulatM the part desired'by St^ James 
t^omery for ptantiDg. It was suggested 
that in place of an equivalent in moneys 
two pieces of land might be prien in ezdiange 
for th^ Bu^ Park, 711,— tbe Vit Eaowe, 
and, a i^eoe of groi^nd at. the, nor^h-w^ 
extnioity of ,tbegl^,be. The /aluaton'^n- 
sulered .the t^o yfJueg to be equ^ luiid fair. 
£3 the event of Sir Jamea not being wpli^ 
to give up the ground at the north-w^ 
extremity of the glebe be should give tb« 
Hiniflter twenty ejiillinga annually, for that 
pieoe of ground or mealto the valu^ 

The Rev. A!e;i9ndBr Spt appointed to 
carry out t)ie exchange but to report to the 
Presbjftery ere if b? com{)leted. Dykes five 
feet high to be erected by ''Sir Jamea.' 

Preaby^ry,x)lii«ed with ff^7l»F. 

IMBv April SB. Sir James Mwiiffimarf 
agmes tn .tafce the Bnra Park and^Ve therv 
fer the Plr Knows and-tbe value of a Bbll ii 
mod at fiam prieea annoally. In the mattw 
of the gle^ of Stobo. 

1819, StptemHer 6, Colonel ' Qraham's 
pbilecdhn, 5b., 

I^, Uaioh 20, ' sit JTflmes Hqijtgonieigt 
m^bw of Ass^tity. 
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lS2t, Junuar;. Received from tbs Jus- 
tices a fine impoeed for Gtenling wood, £2. 

February 26. Mortclobh at the Burial of 
Mr Alexander Ker, 10s. (This was a son of 
the Hiniater: lie was a preacher.) 

1821. March 28. Sir James Montgomeiy 
member of AsBembly . 

1822, March 27. Sir James Montgomery 
member of Assembly. 

1822, April 17. The Presbytery decide 
to report against the additional I'salms and 
Paraphrases being introduced into worsbip 
under the sanction of the Assembly. ''The 
attempt is a complete failure " all eicept 
the e4th Psalm. 

1823, January. Qiven to a shipwrecked 
seaman with a pass on his way home, Is. 
Paid for three parcels of vaccine matter one 
only of which succeeded, 6e. 

1823, March 26. Sir James Montgomery 
elected member of Assembly. John Hay, 
Esq., of Smith&eld. elected member for the 

1824, August 24. On a letter from Sir 
James Montgomery it waa appointed to keep 
a Roister of Burials in *11 the psrishea, to 
be inBpect«d annually by the Committee on 
Schools. 

1824, December 26. Sir James Mont- 
gomery has £405 belonging to the Session. 



piece of ground at the east of the school- 
house for a garden desired this to be murked 
in the Minutes aa it was no part of the legal 
garden of the schoolmaetei; so as Co preserve 
his right thereto. 

1826, August 6. Received from Mr 
William Qray for Mortcloth, 6s. From Mr 
Montgomery of Whim for the Mortcloth for 
his child, 6s. And from him oUo for behoof 
of the poor, £1; at the death of his child. 

Bbpaibs on thi Csoroh. 
1626, September 17. No sermon; Church 
being repaired. 

MoRT Safes. 

1827, January 24. Sir James Montgomery 
statwl that as he was setting out for France 
Isst year he received a petition from a 
number of parishioners begging that grave 
safes might be got for the use of the parish 
OB wstohing was burdensome and oppresaire. 
He deeired his overseer to purchaoe three of 
them, which had been done. Mr Ker to 
pay for them out of the Session Funds and 
diuge for their use as is done at Eddie- 
stone. IDs and os to be paid for their use 
according to circumstances. And if outside 
die psrisb 20s to 16e and the safes to be 
returned to the parish if in the interval a 



The schoolmaster to have charge of th» 
safes and exact the fees. (Hiis was to 
prevent the spoliation of the graves by 
Resurrecti onists. ) 

1827, December. Received a legacy of £6 
from Air Jamea Xhomson of Loaningdnles. 
Received for the use of the safes, £2 15s. 

March 4. No sermon; great fall of snow. 

November 26. To Walter Thorbum, 
Peebles, for seven and a half yards of linen 
for Communion table. 17a 2d. 

Acta of Assembly; mending Church stove, 
bellrope, salary to Schoolmaster for precent- 
ing and ringing the bell, glass for Church 
windows, Ac, are items recurring at inter- 
vals Also a screw key to the Sales. 

Given a guinea in 1828 to a man at Slate 
Quanyto send his daughter to Edinburgh to 
consult a medical persnn for her sore leg. 

1828, September 16. Mortcloth at funeral 
of Lady Montgomery, lOs. 6d. 

1829, Putting on a board between 
Church and steeple. In. 6d. 

1830, June 13. For the proclamation of 
Alexander Rienton, Esq., surgeon, Peebles, 
and Miss Ijainsden, Is. 6d. (Thrice on one 
Sabbath.) 

£1 given to a woman to take her son to 
Edinburgh InSnnary. £1 to maintain her 
there while the limb is amputated. 

1631, July 26. The Session resolve to 
invest £600 in Bank of England Stocks by 
Bir James Montgomery. 

It was accordiagly done thus: — Purchased 
£250 3h. 4d. Bank Stock at 199 and a half 

eir cent., £499 Is. 6d. Transfer, 12s; 
rokersge, 66. 4d.; total £500. 

Tbb Call to x Ministbb. 

1832. In this year Overtures from three- 
Synods and eight Presbyteries were pres- 
ented to the General Assembly, recommend- 
ing the Restoration of the CaU to its ancient 
constitutional place in the Settlement of 
Ministers. That is to say, they urged thn 
AbandoDment of the prsctice now a century 
old, whereby the (Ml formed merely a 
Ooneurrence in the Appointment by ths 
Patron. The Assembly was now urged to 
go back to the days when Pieebyteriea were 
wont to reject a Presentee who bad the 
misfortune to be opposed by the parish- 
ioners. 

1832. £1 given to a man to take his son 
to Eldinburgh to consult Bfr Liston, the- 
eminent Surgeon. 

Four shillings a week given to another lad 
to maintain him at Mr Bathgate's school in 
Peebles to educate him to be a schooImMUc, 
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thHt being tbs onlj profession upen to him 
seeing he lost a leg. 

1833, July 20. Mortdotb for Mr Mont- 
gomery's funernl. IDs. 6d. 
Thb Vrro. 
1833. Dr ChnlmerH was now urging nhat 
began to be called The Veto:— ThatR major- 
ity of male heads of EaTnilies residing in the 
pariah, and in communion wi<h the Church 
(or two years, with or mthout expressed 
reasons, ou^ht to lie of oonclusive effect in 
«ettinf; aside a Preaentoe, except where the 
Dissent was founded on malice or corruption, 
or not on any true personal Dbjei.tiou to th« 
l^resentee regarding; his ministerial ijiFts and 
qualifications, either in general or in refer- 
ence to that parish in particulnr. 

About this time Dr Chalmers raised 
£200,000 in four years for the Church 
Extension Scheme, and built 200 Churches. 

1833 December. A bottle of whisky to 
BOine men for liurying in the Churchyard th« 
corpse nf Hn old man found near the top of 
the Craig Sware, la. dd. 

Thb Veto. 
i8iA. In this year lUu Veto wan applied 
in che parish of Auchtorarder and the 
Presentee of the Patron opposed liy the 
whi'le parish. Accordingly in the following 
year the Presbytery rejected the Mini-ter- 
nominate. 

The question, huwcv-er, wtu decided 
on the 8th of Man-h 1838 in lAe Court of 
Sessiim liy a majority of eight Judgeii to five 
in favour of the Pre-'eniee 

The General Asienibty in the samo year 
(1838) miintained the spiritual jurisdiction 
of the Church tu be independent of all Slate 
control. 

PaTKOMAOB. 

1834, April 23. The Rev. Mr Elliott of 
Peebles moved and was seconded by Mr Ker 
of Stobo that the Presbytery petition both 
Houses of Parliament that no change be 
made on the Law of Patronage. Mr Etomer- 
ville of Drumeliier, sec >iided by Dr Burns 
of Tweedsmuir. moved that they Uo not 
petition. This laat was carried by the cast- 
ing vote of Hr Campbell of 'I'raquair, Mod- 

1834, December 39. Proclamation of 
C&pUin James Ker, B.K.I.C.9., with Miss 
Elizabeth Montgnmery, Stobo; thrice in one 
day, 4b. 2d. 

1835, July 5. Mortdoth for funeral of 
Hise Ann Montgomery, 10s. ttd. 

Ash Tbbu. 

1836, December 22. Sir Juaea Mnnt- 
gomery had canoed the marohdyke in front 
of the Hanse to be taken down and rebuilt « 
few feet to the south because in its former 
■itoation, owing to its c 



ash trees to the s<julih of it, it waa frequently 
thrown down in slnpe when the treee were 
moved by a high wind. This was inserted 
to preserve his right ti the row of trees 
which is now on the north of the march dyke 
neit the glebe. 

Prbsbntation to the Rbv. Hr Kdoak. 

18^^, t^eptomber 6. Mr Thomas Davidson 
to !« taken on trials by the Presbytery of 
Linlithgow, 

Letter from Mr Alexander Ker of Sto)>a 
stating tliat it was his wish to have Mr 
Edgar, preacher of the Gospel, as hia assist- 
ant and successor. Thereafter Mr Elliott nf 
Peebles gave iii a Presentation from Sir 
Janios Montijoinery in favour of Hr Alex- 
ander Edgar to be assistant and successor to 
Hr Ker at Stolio. Also a certificate that Mr 
E!df^ had qualified to government; also 
certificate of license by the Presbytery of 
louder; and a letter of aoce[jtance by Mr 
Edjiar. Finally, a Bi.nJ l>y Mr Ker for 
fifty pounds per annum to Vr Edgxr Wljtsii 
Mr Edgar being present, declared hia nccept- 
ance; to which in the peculiar circumstances 
of the case, the Presbytery ^ave their 



Appoint Mr Ker to intimate from the 
pulpit at Stobo tliat the roll of male heads 
of families in communion wiih the Church 
will be opoD to the inspection of the parish- 
ioners; and thaD n meeting will Iw held at 
St-ibo this day fortnight to purge nnd attest 
the roll, -nd proceed with the Settlement of 
Mr Edgar. 

1837, September 20. Communion roll 
examined in presence of a large number of 
rarishioners and attested- Appoint Mr 
Elliott to preach at, btobo on the 24th and 
intimate that Mr Bdgsr the presentee will 
officiate there on the two following Sabbaths 
and that his Call will be moderate in on the 
9th October; Mr Patorson of Kirkurd to 
preach and preside. Closed with prayer. 
Alexander Affleck; Pat Booth, clerk. 
1837, October 9. Mr Patorson of Kirkurd 

g reached from John 6 and 49 and 60, " Your 
ithers," &c. ITie roll was then purged and 
the Call produced and signed without abjec- 
tion and waa sustained. 

Prescribed ordination Trials, the eEe|[eBis 
being. sH provtdittlii est sfaialii. 

Next meeting at Peebles on November 1. 
Closed with prayer. 

Walter Pateraon of Kirkurd; Pat. Booth of 
Innerleithen, clerk. 

1837, November 1. Peebles. Mr Edgar, 
the presentee of Stobo underwent his Trials 
and passed to the entire approfaatioD nf the 
Presbytery. Mr Ker of Stobo to anrve the 
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edict (in Sabb&th first; and the ordination to 
Uka pLice on Friday the l?th; Mr Charteria 
of Ketlandu to preMh and preaide. 
Obdination of Rit. Auuukdir Edgab. 
12th MnaaTBB. 

17»7, November 17. Hr Welsh, corres- 
pondent from the Presbytery of Eirkcud- 
tnight, present. 

Ordination of Mr Edgar to be assistant 
and successor to Hr Kor of Stobo. The 
officer called three times at the most patent 
door of the Church for any ofajoctions to be 
now stated to the Presbytery in the Manse. 
Kone compeared and the Presbytery pro- 
ceeded to the Church. Mr Charteria 
preaclied from 1 CorinthianB 1 and 23, 
''We preach Christ Crucified," ftc. The 
Act against simony iraa read. Also the 
questions put and answered satisfactorily, by 
Act of Assembly, 1711. The Presbytery did 
by solemn prayer and imposition of hands ' 
ordain and set apart to the office of the holy 
ministry Mr Edgar; and gave him the right 
hand of fellowship. The parishioners also 
took him by the nand in token that they 
aooepted him as their Minister. Be signed 
the Confession; also the Formula, and was 
admitted a memher of Presbytery. Closed 
with prayer. Pat. Robertson, Eddlestone, 
Moderator; Pat. Booth, clerk. 

1837, November 28. The Rev. Dr Duff, 
Indian Missionary, addressed the Presbytery 
and the public on India Missions. 

1839, March 18. The Appeal of the 
General Assembly in the Auchterarder case 
came on before the House of Lords. On the 
2nd of May the decision was delivered which 
maintained the ruling of the Court of 
Session; thus the Church lost her case. The 
General Aasembly met soon thereafter. In 
it the Motion of Dr Chalmers was carried no 
fnrther to oppose the Patron or the Pres- 
entee in the Auchterarder case; but still to 
maintain the Cnuse of Non-Intrusion, and to 
appoint a Committee to consii^er how the 
ptivil^^ of the Establisbment and the 
harmony between Church and State should 
be preserved unimpaired; and to confer, if 
necessary, with the Government. 

The Veto Act had now bnen in operation 
for five years, and altboagh illenl, had 
worked well:— Out of 2C0 parishes 10 Pres- 
entees only had been vetoed. 

In 1839 occurred the Strathtxnie case;— 
the Presbytery was divided upon the case of 
Preaentabon to the parish of Mamooh. 
Seven Hiaist^ta obeyed the Court of Session 
and were suspended by the Aaaembly, and 
four obeyed the Church, against the law of 
the land. 

The Court of Session interdicted the Min- 
isters appointed by the Assembly from in- 



truding into the parishet of the Suspended' 



In the end five suspended Ministers (as 
two others were absent), in defiance of the- 
injunctions of their ecclesiastical Superiors 
and in face of the protestations of the whcle 
people, ordained a euspeaded licentiate in 
the parish of Mamocb; the pdiishioneis to a 
man deserted the Church, and a riot and 
upniar ensued. This was done in obedience 
to the Civil Court. 

In the Assembly of 1841 Mr Candbsh 
moved a series of Resulutions asserting the 
principle of Non-Intrusion; which were 

The Seven Ministers of the Presbytery of 
Strathbogie were deposed. The ^^sentee 
to Hamoch was stripped of his License. An 
Interdict and Suspension of Sentence was 
served the following diiy upon the Assembly 
by the Court of Session. 

A vastamout of discussion and negotiation 
faet<*een parties in the Assembly, and again 
with the Government, was opened; but in 
the end led to no mode of settlement, the 
position of the seven deposed Strathbogie 
Ministers bsrring the way. 

The Assemblv of 1842 adopted the Clum 
of Right which maintained many points, 
among them that of Non-Intrusion. 

Nearly seventy Clergymen had assisted 
and preached for the deposed seven Minis- 
ters; but eleven were especially singled out 
OS havii^ received the Communion from 
their hands. These were suspended ft^ nine 
months. Several other Miaistera and licen- 
tiates were severely sentenced for calling in 
the aid of the Civil Law. 

It was now virtually declared that no 
Presbytery need ordain or induct an un- 
acceptable Presentee if it tecompensed him 
in money, not out of the funds of the Bene- 
fice, but out of the pookcte of the faithful. 

1839, May 1. Stobo gave £1 19s. 4id 
each for Home Schools, Home Churches, 
lodia Mission, Colonial Churches. 

The other parishes in the Presbytery are 
rec<nrded also in the Minutes. 

1839, September. A woman on being 
refused aliment for her fourtb illegitimate 
child, laid it down in the Minister's parlour;. 
who afterwards on her expressing oontzition 
advanced her five shillings pendi^ the Ejric 
Beasion's resolution. (Rev. Mr Ker.) 

1839, June 3. Hortcloth for funeral of 
Sir Jamee Montgomery, 10s. fid. 

1839, December 23. Five parishee withiiv 
the Bounds being without Elders, the Pns- 
byteiy resolves to encourage those who are 
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lalwimnK among their people to get sunh 
offiaa*bearerB; to admoaisfa thoM who are 
not; and further as complaints hive been 
made of the difficulty, nay, impoasibility, of 
getting their moet respeoiable pariahionere 
CO accept of the OfBoe. to make, if need be, 
a new and combined elFurt to oveioome the 
reluctance of theii people in tbia matter. 

1810, February 17. Dr Burns of Twoeds- 
muir gave notice of motion — To petition 
Parliament and to overture the Auembly on 
the subject of Non-Intiusion in the Settle- 
ment of Ministers. 

Mr Kobortson of Eddleatone intimated 
that he would move that the Aaaembly be 
OTertur«d to repeal the Veto Act. 

1840, March 11. Mortdobb for Miaa 
Montgomery. 
Thb Cbuscb and SpinrruAL Indbpbhdbkoe. 

Motion brought forward by the Rev. l>r 
Bums of Tweedsmuir, seconded by the Rev. 
Dr ScroerviUe of Drumelzier: —That the 
Presbytery petition Parliament on the sub- 
ject of the NoQ-Intruajon of MinlHters on 
reclaiming Congregations. Mr Robertson of 
EddlesCone, seconded by Mr Elliott of 
PeebluH, moved— That they do not petition, 
as the existing laws arc sufficient for that 
purpose. It was then put to the vote, and 
earned by the casting vote of the Moderator, 
Mr ( 'ruickshank, to Petition. 

T>r Bums and Dr Somorvilie next moved: 
—That the Venerable Court of the Assembly 
use all constitutional me*na of vindicating 
the spiritual independence of the Church, 
and securing the interesis of the people of 
ScotJand in the Settlement of their Min- 

Mr Robertson and Mr Elliott next moved: 
That whereas the Act of Asaembly, 1834, 
commonly called the Veto Act, has been 
found by the Supreme Civil Judicatures of 
Uie land to be ill^al, and u^m virei of the 
Church. And whereas much evil baa arimn 
from the collision that has taken place 
between the ecclesiaatical and the civil 
oourte in consequence of the attempt to 
enforce the said Act, whereby our ecclesi- 
astical Eijtablishment has been endangered, 
the affection of many of the Ghnroh's beet 
friends alienated, and a spirit of bittemeea 
and animosity created in the minda of men 
highly injnrioaB to the growth of CSmstian 
oharity uid vital godlinew; it is bnmbly 
oveitured to the Assenibly that the Veto 
Act be repeated; that Preebjteries be en- 
joined to exercise the constitational ^wen 
tiiey poaeesss to prevent tlie Intmaum of 
imqnaJified Hinisters; and that every poos- 
ihle facilitr ba afibided to coiuregations for 
ctetine d^nite and speofio de»ota of what- 
•rer Moription in PreoanteM; objeetioos <» 
anoh groanda to be judged ol by Pitaby- 



1840. April 28. Mr Bd^r cannot succeed 
in making a Kirk Session m Stobo. 

Collections in Stobo:— [Tome Schools, £3 
IBs. 6d.; Home Churches, £2 10a. 7d.; India 
Mission, £2 7s.; Colonial Churches, £2 6s.^ 
total, £10 18a. Id. 

1840, December 9. Tuesday, December 
15, to be observed as n Day of liiankagivlDg 
for the late abundant harvest. And in those 
parishes where the whole day is observed, 
the Synod recommends that the co-operation 
of Evangelical Dissenters be asked. 



I the Birth of the Princess Boyal. 

Pstition also to be presented to the Queen 
and the Marquis of Normanby on the prob- 
able Desecration of the Sabbath by the 
carriage of the Royal Mul by railways on 
that day. 

1841, May 6. Collections in Stobo:— 
Jewish Mission, £1 Ifie. 6d.i Education, £2 
12s. 

Death of the Rev. Alexahdkr Kia. 

1842, March 30. Mr £er was nephew of 
his predecessor, Mr Baird, to whom he was 
assist«Dt and succasaor. He was licensed by 
the Preabytary on April 24, 1782, He was 
called September 21. and ordained November 
9, 1767. He died in the oMh year of his 
Ministry, aged 86. On the loth February, ' 
1788, he married Katharine Williamson, 
sister to the Laird of Crrdrona, She died 
on the 2Bth April, 1812, aged 57. Their 
children were — Alexander, a preacher; 
Thomas, a Writer to the Signet; Isabella, 
who married James Kerr, Judge of th« 
Court of King's Bench, and Vice-Admiralty, 
Quebec; also Jean, and Eliza who married 
Charles Balfour Kcott, W.S. Mr Kerr wrot« 
the Account of Stobo Parish for Sir John 
Sinclair's New Statistical Accounts, III. 

1842, April 2. Mortdoth for Mr Ker's 
funeral, Ts. 

18«3, April 2. At Stobo House. Th« 
Brethren met here on account of the funeral 
of tiie Rev. Alexander Ker, Miniat«r of 
Stobo; but as he is succeeded by the Rev. 



Mr Ker, the Minister, wrote both th» 
Statdstioal Accounts at an interval of forty 
years. He says:—" My reeidenoe amongst 
them has been for upwarida of sixty years. I 
have known in the parish many reiqiectable, 
benevolent and kind-hesrted parishioners. 
They ore gone, and I have mourned their- 
loM. 7et thev have left behind them 
mooBBBors to whose integrity of life and . 
monnen I un happy to hare the opportoni^ 
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to bear toHtimon^, There Ib in one word, 
perhaps, uo piiruh whero the moral char- 
acter and conduct of the people are ia all 
respects more uniforml; nneioeptionable." 

1842, April 20, Colleodons in Stubo:— 
For Education, £6; Colonial Churabes, £3 
78. 6d. 

1842. AsseSMors appointed to Stobo at 
the request of Mr Hldgar who was about to 
etecl Klders, there having been none when 
he succeeded. June 30, 

1812. June 30. NewUada Msdmi. Kirk 
Session of Stobo held here. The Rev. 
Alexander Edgar, MinUter of Stobo; with 
the lie V, Mr Afflltick of Lyne, and Rev. Air 
Charteris of Newlanda, nsRessrini, as there 
are no ElderH. 



£ Secession c 



1843. 



<>n the 17th November, 1842, a Convoca- 
tion of UinisterB was held in Koxbnrgh 
Chui'ch, EdiDbur$[h, to the number of 466. 
Of these. 333 pledged themselves to secede 
if everythiui; else fniled. 

On the 20th January, 1843, the Court of 
Session decided that the Church Courts 
could not erect purishea juonii sacra at iheir 
own pleusure, or admit whomsoever they 
willed into ecclGsiiisticul judicatories. 

The afiaira of the Church were later die- 
«a!>sed iu Parliament, and all the pretensions 
of the Church wera comlemned. 



1843, May 18. Almost to the very Inst 
maoy had expected that some sort of com- 
promise would be effected between the 
Church and the Law. After Dr Welsh bad 
opened the proceedings with prayer, he read 
the Protest which had been carefully dmwn 
Up beforehand. This document oonultided 
with the written determination of the Pro- 
testers to separnte from the Estnljlished 
Church and withdraw to m separate place of 
meeting. 

This Dr Welsh and the Leaders of the 
mrty proceeded to do, marching down to 
Tanneld Hall, Canonmillx. Edinburgh, from 
St. Andrew's Church where the Assemb^ 
had met 'I'he were foU'iwed by almost (Jl 
the members of the N'in-Intruiiion party in 
the Church. After they had retired the 
roll of members was made up, the Moderator 
was chosen, and the Marquis of Bute pre- 
aented his Commission to toe Assembly. 

The Assembly then bc^^an to undo the 
work of the precedins nine years:— Kresby- 
teries were inatruoted to proceed as belore 
the Veto Act had been passed. The seven 
pepas«d Ministers in Hteathbogie were recog- 



nised, nnd their deposition conwdered 
illegal. .^11 the other clervymen who had 
been deposed, or delicenatd, on account of 
Appe'il to the Itw, were reponed. The Aeta 
of Assembly, 1833 and 1834, which admitted 
Ministers of Chapels to the privileges of 
Parish Ministers, were repealed. Thus the 
Church of ScotlHud began anew us if the 
previous nine years hod never been. 

752 Ministers remained with the Church; 
289 Ministers of parishes left; and 162 
Ministers of qu<^ tacra Churches, 451 in 
aU. 

After the Secession, Parliament p laaed The 
Scottish Benedces Act whereby I'l-enbyteriee 
were emjKiwered to look at Che character and 
number of objectors to I'resentees. Lat«r, 
it was also made l^al tu erect Churches and 

Erishes qusad sacra. And in 1646 the Poor 
,w Act was pa-<sed. which considerably 
relieved Kirk Sessioue from the support <u 
the legal jKior. 

1843. In the Presbytery of Peebles, 
three Ministers left their parishes on account 
of the Secession:— The liev. Dr George 
Burns, Minister of Tweedsmuir: the Bev. 
Walter Paterson, Miniaier of Kirkurd, the 
Rev, Dr James Somerville, Minister of 
Drunielzier. The Rev. James Cruicksbank. 
Minister of Manor, was translated to Steven- 
ston in September 1843. 

Neighbouring Ministers, although not of 
the Presbytery of Peebles, who came out in 
1843 were-The Rev. Mr Hxnni. Minister 
of Skirlinij, and the Rev. Mr Proudfoot, 
Minister of Oulter. 

1843, In this year the property and 
estate of Cardrona, nine miles bekiw Stobo, 
and also situated on the Tweed, devolved on 
Captain James Ker, eldest sui'viving son of 
Kathiirine, yiiuogest sister of the deceased 
Laird of Cardrona. Kathnrine Wiltinm^on 
had been married lo the Re/. Alexander 
Ker {a native of Peebles), Minister of Stii'io, 
and with several sisters i>efure her she could 
scarcely have anticipiited that the family 
property would be inherited by her descend- 
ants. On becoming proprietor Captain Kei 
assumed the name of Williamson. He 
married Elizabeth, second daughter of Sir 
James Mont^mery, Baronet, of stobo; and 
at his death m 1817 he was succeeded hy bis 
eldest >oD, Alexander Balfour Williamson, 
an officer in the 78th Uightanders. - 
(Chambei-s.) 

1843. May 31. On this the 6rst Sundny 
after the Seces-iion, the adherents of the 
Free Church beloi^lng to Stobo, Manor, 
Lyne, Eddlestone. and other parishes united 
in worship) along with their Brethren in 
Peebles, in the oid Meetinghouse in the 
Borthgate of Peebles- The Clereyman was 
the Rev. HrFrasar, Kirkhill, Invemesshire, 
who preftched from St. John v, 26-29. 
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1843, M&y 28. On this the socond Bahhath 
.after the SMCsaion, the Free Church Hin- 
ister Vina the Itev. AcUra Whyte ef North 
Boitaldshay, who preached from Hebrews ir, 
U-16. 

The Snb Hinutet of the Free Church was 
the Rev. WilliAm Wallace Daaotn of Cleish, 
Klnrosahire, who had been the first Miniatet 
to come under the Veto Act. The Rev. 
William Banna of Skirling inducted him in 
4he Autumn. He preached from the words 
"Be followers together of Me,'' &r,., (Phil- 
ippidUB ill, 17 On the foUrwing Sabbath Hr 
Duncan waa introduced by his father, the 
Rev. Dr Henry Duncan of Ruthwell, founder 
of Savioga Baoka and author of Uie Phil- 
Kcophy of the Seasons, Sec. 

1843, June 14. There was produced an 
Attested Copy of the Deliverance of the 
General Aasembly of the Church of Scotland, 
nncinding the Veto Act; also the Protest 
given in by Hiniaters and Elders who with- 
drew from the Assembly on May 18th, 1843; 
an Act of Separation and Deed of Demission, 
.and Report of the Committee appointed to 
prepare Instructions to Preabyteriaa, with 
the Deliverances pronounced thereon. 

From nil which the Brethren find that the 
Assembly has declared that Dr James 
Somerviile, formerly Minister of Drumelziei, 
has attached his name to che said Protetit, 
and has therefore ceased to be a Minister of 
the Church of Scotltnd. and that the Church 
of Drumelzier ia vacant. 

The Rev. Dr Bums, Minister of Tweeda- 
muir, likewise left the Church of Scotland at 
this time; also his Church and Pariah; also 
the Rev. Hr Pateraon, Minister of Kirknrd. 

1843, June 18. Resignation of an Elder 
on account of the c^nciples held by him 
(probably one of tha Free Church Seoeesion), 

Close of tbe 1764 volume of Kirk Seasion 
l^acords of Stobo. 

1843. After the Secession the Church 
Extension Scheme of Dr Chalmers was con- 
certed into the Endowment Scheme of Dr 
Robertson. At tbe end of twelve years he 
bad collected £tiK),OUO; had seen sixty 
Ohurohas endoved; and forty others in 
progreaa. 

1844, April 24. Collections in Stobo;— 
Sducation, £1 6a. 6d. i Coloniea, £1 3s. 

1844, August 21. £23 lOi ed collected 
.among the Ministers for liquidating the 
DebU of the Qbuich; and also £20 lis. Sd. 
lor defending fugad sacra Churches. 

184fi, He^ 7. Oolleotiona in Stobo:— 
Education, £1 Is. 6d.; India. £1 IDs. 8d.; 
Home Uisaion, £2 ISa ; Coloniea, £1; Jem, 
17b. «d.; total, £7 7a. 6d. 



Church of SootUnd being the Church eatab- 
liahed by law, is not at liberty without the 
sanction of tbe State, to admit into the 
pulpits of the Establiahraent, Olei^men of 
other Denomiuationa, not recognised by the 
State. 

1845, May 18, Proclamation of Sir 
Omhim Moatgomery and Miw Alice Hope 
Johnacone. received 4e. 2d. 

1846, August. End of Volume of Stobo 
Records and Accounts. 

1846, April 15. Collections in Stobo:— 
Educstion, £i Is. 3d; India, £2 la, Sd.; 
Colonies, £2 16b. lOd.; Home Mission, £1 
2b. 2d.; Jewa, £3; total, £13 I3s. 3d. 

1846, AuRUHt 5. The Membera of Presby- 
tery agree to subscribe in equal amounts 
over five years for the Endowment of futa^ 
tacra Churches varying auma, of which Ur 
Edgar, Stobo, promiaea £15. 

1846, September 21. The Oenecal Aaa- 
emlily desires that the Saorament of the 
Lord's Supper be celebrated in every Church 
not once but twice every year, 

1846, December 2. The Presbytery 
approves of the policy of the Directors of the 
E^nburgh and Glasgow Railway regarding 
the Observance of the Sabbath. 

1847. April 28. Collections in Stobo:— 
Education, £4 3s.; India, £4 IDs. lOd.; 
Colonies, £1 6b,; Home, £3, 28. «d.; Jews, 
£1 4b.; total, T14 ea. 4d. 

Thb U.P. Chohoh. 

1847, The earlier Secession and the Relief 
Churches united under the name United 
Preabyterian. 

The Free Church of 1843. continued on her 

1848, April 19. Collections in Stobo:— 
Education, £2.6s.; India, £3; Colonies, £2; 
Home, £1 6s.; Jaws, £1 148; total, £10 6b. 

1849, April 1. Oollectiona in Stobo:— 
Education. £2 U. ; India, £2 15; Home, £3 
7s. 6d.; Colonies, £2 Is.; Jews, £2 66.; 
Building, £2 3s. ; total, £14 Is. 6d. 

The followii^t Answers from Ministers 
were received by the Presbytery regarding 
the Administration of the Act anent Privy 
Oe^isureB: — 

{1.) There is one Diet of worship in every 
parish, bat in Peebles there are two. 

(2.) llie uaufd form for Divine Worship is 
maintained in all. In the country there are 
two <Usaoarses in summer and one in vrinter. 

(2.) The Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper 
is celebrated in every parish at tust OOM a 
year. 

(4.) No answer required. 

(6.) Number (rf Bldan:— 12 in one pariah; 
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3 eckch jn five othera: 2 e»ch in bwo othen; 1 
e&oh in three othera; and aoae in 1. 

(6.) There is regular Viaitetaon, or Cote- 
ohiune, or ExhortatioD of all the fomiliea of 
ObuTch members in every parish; in many of 
all the pariahionera. 

(7.) There ia no defieienojr in the meana of 
rel^ouB icutruction so far aa can be poasibly 
remedied at present. 

(8.) There is adequate proviaioD for the 
education of the young in all the parishes 
except Lyne and Megget. In Peebles there 
is no parochial School, but there are two 
Burgh Schoola and several private. 



(10 ) There ia a Mortifloalion for educa- 
tional purposes of £50 each in Linton and 
Lyne, and 30b. a year in Drumelzier. 

18B0, May 1. Stobo coniributed;— For 
EducatioD, £3 10b,; India, £3; Home 
Mission, £5 10s.; Colonies, £1 I69,; Jews, 
£2 6b.; total, £10 Is. 

D>ATH or THE Bbv. Albxamdbb Edoab, 

1860, Hay 21. Hr Edgar hud been 
licensed by the Presbytery of Lauder, on 
the 7th of Fsbruaiy, 182S. He was pres- 
ented to Stobo by Sir James Montgomery in 
September and ordained assistant and auc- 
ceeaor November 17, 1837. He was aged 56 
and was in the 12tb year of his Ministry. ' 
He married on the tOth July, 1810, Chriatina 
Kinglake; who married again on the 20th 
March, 1862. 

1850, Peebles, July 10. Mr Forrester of 
Linton appointed Moderator. 

Mr Booth appointed Olerk ad inttrim 
owing to the illness of Mr Oampbell. Meet- 
ing of Presbytery had been held at Stobo on 
May 25, 1850, on the occasion of tile funeral 
of the Rev. Mr Edgar, when Mr Little of 
Manor had been appointed to preach at 
Stobo on the second day of June and pro- 
claim the Church and |>ariah vacant. Mr 
Edgar died on the 21st inst. Be was last 
present on November 28. Mr Campbell of 
Traquair supplied Stobo on June 16; Mr 
Taylor of Drumelzier on the Z3rd, Mr Qray 
on the 30th, Mr Mackenzie of Lyne JuW ?, 
Mr Robertson of Bddleatone on the Slat. 
and Mr Little to administer tbe Lord'a 
Supper on the uaual day. Mr Charteria of 
Nemands for Stobo on Auguat 11. 

The vacancy had been reported to the 
Patron and the Clerk of the IVustee. Next 
meeting at Peebles on October 23. 

A. M. Forrester of Linton, Moderator; 
Ffttaiok Booth of Innerleithen, Clerk. 

PBUSBNTATION OF MR BLAKE. 
1860, Peebles, August 7. Heeling called 



I^id on the table Freeeotntion to Stobo from 
Sir Orabam Oraham Montgomery the patron, 
to James LurBie Blake, probationer, dated 
19th July, 1868. Also letter of acceptance: 
Certificate of his having taken the oaths;. 
Extract of the license from the Presbytery of 
Oarioch, dated May 7, 1846; and a testim- 
monial from the Presbytery of Dalkeith. 

Sustained by the Presbytery. Appoint 
Hr Blake to preach at Stobo at i^abbath the 
I8tb and again sn the t9th. Hr Chaiteri» 
on the lltb to intimnte the foregoing. Two 
members also appointed to attend the service 
on the week-:^y and at the dose of the 
service receive from Mr Blake the MSS. of 
his sermons delivered there. And that one 
of the Committee intimate a meeting of 
f^-eabytery in Stobo Church on Thursday, 
September 6, for the purpose of moderating 
in a Call to Mr BUke, and for r— --■— 



Sreaide. (Committee — Messm Little 
ylor.) 

Discourses for Hr Blake to deUver on tha 
day for moderating in the Call;— Exegesis, 
QiKit it fuaiii sit perspicuUas a prtleslantilius 
icriptuToe ailribula. Homily, ii Thesa. iii, 13, 
'* But ye Brethren," etc. Exercise and 
addition, Hebrews xviii, 20 and 21, "Now 
the God of Peace," &c. Lecture, Psalm 
cxxv. Sermon, Josh, xxiv, 16 to 25. 

A. M. Forrester of Linton, Moderator;. 
Patrick Booth, Clerk. 

1850, September 6. Sealed copies of Mr 
Blake'a discourses were laid ou the table. 

Ur Mackenzie of Lyne preached on Paalm 
Gxziii, 1. 

Call read and subscribed and left with tbe 
schoolmaster for further sigQatures. Objec- 
tions were called for and there being none 
the Call was sustained. Mr Blake now 
underwent his Trials and satisfied the 
Presbytery, who suHtained them. Appoint 
his ordination for Thursday, 19th September. 
Mr Taylor to preach and preside. Mr 
Booth ba serve the edict on the 8th. A. M 
Forrester, Moderator; J. Oampbell, Clerk. 

ISBO, September 6. The latest Volume 
of Session Minutes of Stobo begins: — A Call 
was moderated in in favour of Ur James 
Lwgie Blake to be Uinister of the Church 
and parish of Stobo:— 

" We Heritors, Elders and Memben of 
the Congregation, and parishionecs of the 
parish oiStiobo, being F^teatauta, dedrous 
of promoting the Glory of Qod' and the good 
of His Church, being destitute of a fixed 
pastor and being satisfied by good informa- 
tion and our own experience of the minis- 
terial abilities and of the suitableness to our 
capacities of the gifta of you, Mr James 
lATgie Blake, have agreed to invite, aa w» 
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henbf do invito and call you to undertake 
the offioe of pastor among u^ promiBing you 
all dutiful reepeot, enoouragement and 
obedience, in the Lord, in witneea whereof 
we have eubeoribad this Call before the 
PresbTter; of Peebles, on the fifth day of 
September, eighteen hundred and fifty 
years. G. Qraham Hootgomery, heritor; 
James Anderson, elder; Thomas Scott, elder; 
William Turner, elder; George Scott, sohool- 



18S0, Septambec 
returned dnly served. 



19. 



The edict was 



and people by Mr Mackenzie. Hr Blake 
finaUy Bubaoribed the Formula and his name 
was added to the roll. A..;M. Forreeter.'J. 
OampbeU. 

On September 22 Hr Blake was intro- 
duced to Che people by the Rev. William 
Peters, Minister of Kinroaa, who preeohed 
from the text "The Cross of Christ." ; Mr 
Blake thereafter preached from ''The 
Church of the Living God, the tptUar and 
ground of the truth." 

The Rbv. Jamu L. Blakb, M.A., 
13th M1HI8TBB or Stobo. 




The officer proceeded I'o the most patent 
door of the Church to call for objootions to 
life and doutrine; but none were made. 

Mr Taylor preached on Hebrews ziii, 17 
and 18, "Obey them," Ac. The usual 
questions were put and answered. Where- 
upon Mr Blake was by prayer and solemn 
imposition of hands ordained to set apart to 
the Ministry. He then received the right 
hand of fedlowship from the Presbytery. 
Suitable addresses were nude to Minister 



1860. The Rev. James Laraie Blake waa 
born at Aberdeen in 1820. He studied at 
the Grammar School, where he was a dis- 
tinguished pupil of Dr Melrin, the fitmoua 
Latinist. He studied at Msrischal College 
where he graduated M.A. in 1840. ^B* 
was licensed by the Presbytery of Oarioch in 
164G. In 1846 he was appointed assistant in 
the parish of Inveresk to the Rev. J. Q. 
Beveridge. He wns presented to the pariali 
of Stobo )>y Sir Granam Montgomery ia 
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1860 BBd the BBMO ye»T married Uiaa Janetto 
Bryoe,' daitgUer <A the Bav. W. Br;ce,. 
D.D., bGnister of Aberdour, by whom ha 
had two aoaa and two daughters, all of whom 
«re liviDg. _ In 1867 be waa presented to the 
^ri(h' oT lADgton, in Berwickshire, bj the 
HiKbt Hon. Lad; Eliabeth Mnitland Pringle 
of Langton. Se died at Langton Manse on 
Hay Uth, 1882. 

Duringhis incumbeDcy at Stobo he acted 
for a time us Editor of the Churoh of Scot- 
land Miasion Recotd. He contributed nuin> 
«roua articles to the Press and was a frequent 
writer in such Magazines as Macmillan's, 
Ac. Widely read in all kinds of literature, 
he never o^sed to interest himself in the 
Uiought of the time and to give his attention 
to matters relating to philoaophy, archteology, 
natural scienoe, Ac. 

One of hia sons, the Rev. J. W. Blake, is 
Blinister of Temple (1907.) 

1861, April 9. Siobo contributed for:— 
EducalioD, £2 6b.; Home Mission, nothing; 
India, £1 16b. Sd-; Colonies, £3; Jews, £6 
13s.; Glasgow, £1; total, £13 14fl. 8d 

1862, April 28. Stobo oontributed for:— 
Education, £2 7a. Id.; Home. £2 2s. 6d.; 
Nothing for India; Colonies, £4; Jews, £t 
6b. 6d.: Endowment, £3 2e. 4d.; total £16 
7a. Od. 

1863, April 20. Stoba contributed fox:- 
Ednoation, £3 7b. 4d.; India, £4 9s. 6d.; 
Nothing for Home; Colonies. £3; .lews, £3 
9B.i Endowments, £8 10b.; total, £221689d. 

The Preebytery agreed to petition the 
House of Lords against the Bill proposing to 
authorise the sale of the Clei^ Reser 'ea in 
Canada; also against the Abolition of Teata 
fOr UniveiBity ProfeaoorB; and againxt the 
Admission of Jews to Parliament; and in 
favour of Hr Forbes Mackenzie's Hill for 
regulating the drink traffic 

1864, April 2. Celebration of the Com- 
munion arranged for the first Sabbaths of 
Mi-y and ^ ovember, rather than the second 
tSabbatha of theae months aa had been the 
oaae since 1860: in order to be less neai the 
days of the Spring and Autumn terms. 

1864, April 19. Stobo contributed for:— 
Education, £3 14s. 3d.; IndU, £1 13b. 
Home, £3 3s. 9d.: Colonies. £1 16a. 8d. 
JewB, £1 I6«. lOd.; Nothing for Chapels 
Bndowmenla, £4 Oa. 4d. ; tot-d, £16 3a. IDd 

'i^BH ORmBAH War. 
1864. Wednesday the 26th April ap- 
pointed as a National Fast on the near 
ipproach of War between Britain and 
Russia. The Session recommend also that 
the same day be observed as the Consrega- 
Uonal Fast before the Communion, although 
" they do not eonsider that thej have any 
power to do away with the religious obaerr- 



A Collection was made on April 26, the 
Fast day. and also on Sabbath. April 30, for 
tbd wivea and children of those engaged in 
the War, which amounted to £3 13s. Id. 

1854. Died the Bev. Hamilton Paul. 
Minister of the united parishee of Brou(;h- 
ton, Kilbuoho and QleoWm. 

Re was born in 1773; lioensad in 1800} h» 
waa tutor in five families, aaaistant in i six 
parinlies. Editor of the "Ayr Advertider" 
for three years. While at Ayr "he was a 
member of every literary circle, connected 
with every club, chapl-iin to every society, 
speaker at every meeting, the poet of every 
ourioua occurrence, and the welcome guort 
nt every table." 

He waa ordained in 1813. 

" Hia pulpit miniatrationa were not of 
that kind cakulated to attrvst the million. 
His manner, however, waa clear and unim- 
paasioned; his composition chaate and 
elegant, often abounding vith touches of 
great beauty. His sermona exhibited exten- 
sive learning and sin^ulnr originality of 
thought; but his eccentric genius led him to 
express opinions and support them by 
illustrations which though abstractly correct, 
verged upon the ludicrous, and weakened 
the general effect of his discourse. From 
the acceptability of his private servioes and 
the warmth and kindliness of hia general 
disfiosition, lie retained throughout hia 
inoumbenoy the respect and affection of hia 
purishioners. In private society be was 
universally beloved. In company he waa 
alike kind, affible. and uooatent&tious. 



power of humour was unbounded— ho had a 
joke for every occasion, and a tan mol tot 
every adventure. Had be chosen to be 
aatiric none had more eminent power, but ha 
rather delighted in blending the compli- 
mentary with the pungent, and lessened the 
keenness of censure by the good humour of 
its utterance. His aneodotes are f a miliar 
over a wide district, and m«ny of his Hayings 
have become proverbial. Few in hia position 
eo joyed a more extensive ao^naintanca. 
Hospitable, kind and charitable to a fault ho 
waa frieud alike of the rich and the poor; 
while the ease of his manner, the variety and 
extent of hia inforrantion, the readiness and 
poinl of his wit, attracted men of tasto and 
learning from different quarters." He left 
many publioationa. 

1855, April 19. Stobo contributed for;— 
Education, £1 IBa. 6d.; Undnwmant, £9: 
Foreign, £2 13a. 9}d.i Borne, £2 17a. 4d.| 
Colonies, £2 IBb. lOd.; Java, £3 2s. 2d.i 
Debta, £1; total, £23 4s. 7|d. 
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1855, June 27. Examined Mr HendereoD, 

usistADt teacher at Stobo. High and entire 
BKtisfuctioQ espreased with his attoinmenta. 
He signed tbe Formula. Next meeting on 
August 16. James Chaiteris, Moderator; 
0. H. Monilawa, CTerk. 

1856. April 16. Stobo contributed for:— 
Educfition, £2 2b. 2d.i Foreign, £3 2d. 6d.; 
Oolonies. £2; Jews, £2 3b.; Endowment, £S; 
Home, £4 L6s. 2d.; total, £22 3s. 9d. 

1856, June 27- Mr Henderson, asti^tont 
schoolmaster at Stobo, was examined before 
entering tbe Divinity Hall tor cbe first time 
and passed. 

Next Meeting on October 30 at Eddle- 
stone. John Little, Moderator firo urn; G. 
B. HunilawB, Clerk. 

Dbath or THB Rbv. Db RoBEaisoir, 
Eddlestonb. 

1856. By the death of this Minister 
there came to an end a line of four clerical 
Ministers of Eddlestone in direct line 
extending from 1697 to 1856, in all 159 

1857. April 21. Stobo contributed for:— 
Endowment, £3 3s. 8d.; Hume, £3 10s.: 
Colonies, £2 4a. 2d.; Jews, £2 Ob. Sd. 
Educatinn, £3 14e. 2d.; Foreign, £3 Via. 
total, £18 8b. 5d. 

1858, April 28, Stobo contributed fort- 
Home Mission, £3 7a. M.; Nothing for 
Chikpel Debts; for India, £3; for tbe Colonjea, 
£315s. 8d.; for the Jews. £2 8a. 2d.; for 
Eduoition. £3 ins.; for the Endowment 
Scheme, £4 3a. 8d.; total £20. 

1859, March 23. Stobo contributed tor; — 
The Home Mission, £3 5s.; for the Col- 
onies, £3 61. 9d.; tor the .Tewn, £2 ISs. lid.; 
Nothing for Chapel Debts; tor Education, £4 
5b. Id.; for Endowment, £3; India, £3 7s. 
9d.;U>tal, £20 Us. 6d. 

1859, December 9. Atieeted the anniud 
report to the Widows Fund for the lliUl 

Mr John Brown, acboidmaster elect at 
Stobo, was examined and paased. Mr 
Brown then signed tbe FormuL'. 

Kelt meeting on Uaroh 25. Jardine 
Wallace, Mod«mbor; G. H. MonDaws, 
Clerk. 

1860, Jannary 80. Ttis day observed by 
the Ministers as a Commemoration of tfaa 
Reformation of 1560. 

1860, April 18. Stobo oontribnted for: — 
Skkdowment, £3; India, £3 fis. Id.; Hojn«, 
£3 Be.; Education, £4 ISs.; Jaws, £2 13b. 
0d.; Oolonies, £4 tSs. 6d.; total, £21 IDs. 

In odditien, Stobo tlii* year oontribnted 
tat tbe BduoatioD Endowment Frorincial 
SoiiMDeaDd lAdies' AswdAtioa ThonkoSer- 



1861, Peebles. January 30. Examined 
Mr Kenneth Newland, schoolmaster elect of 
Stobo, and passed. Mr Newland signed the 
Formula. 

1861, May 1. Stobo contributed fort- 
Endowment, £8 128. 9d.; India, £4 2a.; 
Home, £2 13i>. Id.; Education, £3 4b. 2d.; 
Jews, £2 7a. 2d. ; Colonies, £3 7s. id.; total, 
£24 6b. 3d. 

1863, April 16. Stobo contributed tort- 
Education, £3 13s. Home, £4; Foreip, £4 
12s.; Endowment, £3 la.; Colonies, £2 18a. 
lOd. ; Jews, £1 15b. ; toial, £20. 

1863, April 15. Stobo contributed for: — 
Home, £4 Is. 7d. ; Indio, £4 l.'^a. 6d. ; Edu- 
cation, £3; Endowment, £4 6s, 4d, ; Colooiea, 
£3 Is, 3d.; Jews, £1 12a, 2d.; totil. £20 14b. 
lOd. 

Resiobatioh or Stobo Chubcb. 

The following article, under the beading 
of "Church Antiquities," appeared in the 
now defunct EJiabur^ Ceutiun ef 8th Octo- 
ber 1863, above tbe signature of " J- L. B " 
which we preanroe was that of the Rev. 
Jamei L. Blake, M.A., the then Miniater of 
Stobo, who was Bubsequently translated to 
the parish of Laogton, in Berwickshire, 
where he died only a lew year^ ago, and 
whose son, tbe Rav. J. W. Blake, M.A., is 
at present the respeotod Minister of the 
parish of Temple, near Dalkeith. We re- 
produce the article »« complementary to the 
historical sketches of tbe parish which hare 
recently appeared in these columns:- 

The restoration of an eariy Normaa 
Church on the banks of the Tweed, neMly 
six miles above Peebles, affords intereeOi^ 
matter of speculation to students of anti- 
quity and tnoee who find illuBtrations <rf 
Ohunsb history in every relic of the ancient 
boildon and of ancient Christian worship. 
The Parish Church of Stobo ia known to 
antaqnaries as one of the few specimens of 
the earliest Scottish Churches extant. It 
oonsistsoftower.nnve. chancel, and an ^d 
ruined chapel or aisle on the north of tbe 
nave at its junction with the chancel— all 
oocupyiM a base of about 90 feet in length, 
and from 24 lo 40 in breadth. 

Owing to the good taste and great liber- 
ality of the rewdent heritor— En- U. Graham 
Montiromery, &.rt. of Stanhope— who has 
obiained the sanction of the other h«nt«m to 
the restoration of the church, bnt who sJooe 
beara Ae eipenWB. not only will the 
«ntiqnitie« of the stnK*ure be carefully and 
anxiously preeorved, bnt vwy hondswne 
additional «<»otnniod»tion will be i»OTided 
in the Aanoel, wfcich has lotw bMn„w»- 
ooonmed. and a pl«» ef ^f^V. '^.'f 
restored snd fitted np » a_«t^le y w**oh 
very few of our oo«ratry pandi Anpetoj h»T» 
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to eivo an account of the ftntiqaity of the 

Tha Houth aide of the church, with its 
pointed irindom and porch, would not lead 
«ne to give it an eailter date than the four- 
teenth <it fifteenth century; but on coming 
near euuugh to see the iron "jouga" that 
atill hans at the entrance as a memorial of 
the Progbyt*ri^° penance ot Other days, the 
stXiUiger can eee through the porch the old 
Nonnan doorway. Before enumerating 
those diaooveriee made in the process of 
reetoratinn, which connect the building with 
the Norman period, it may be useful to 
mention that btobo is cited by Cosroo Innea 
in his " Origines Parochialea Scotiie " as an 
«sample of what is called a PUkoHia. 
" Pkhania is a term which occurs more rarely 
in our Church records. It expresses a wide 
district of a mother church, having subor- 
<Unate Churches or Chsplainries within ita 
territorv. The Church of a Plebania will be 
ionnd always to have been of very high and 
early sanctity, and ita priest oi patron 
wielded generally some authorityspproachiDg 
to that of a rural dean. Of this kind was 
Stobo with it« subordinate parishes and 
chapels (Dawic, Drumelzier, Kingledoors, 
Tweednmuir, Broughton, Glenholm, Lyne), 
where the parson was styled dean, and was, 
it would seem, in very early times heredllAry 
like some of the regular convents." "llie 
district contains all the Yale of the Tweed 
from its source to the point where, turning 
eaatwitfd, it meets the Lyne, together with 
the glens and hills of the tributary waters of 
the Fruid, Cor, Tails, and some smaller 



Aft«r rehearsing so many Anglo-Saxon 
names on the threshold of the old Norman 
Church, it will not seem so improbable as 
otherwise it might have seemed that some of 
its foundations snd walls were laid there by 
Anglo-SsKon hands, or that the masons of 
the Norman period rebuilt an Anglo-Saxon 
tuin. The chancel is no lonaer separated 
from the nsve, as it was completely by the 
building up of the Norman archway. On 
removing the wall about two months ago it 
was found that the arch had three rows of 
Atones in it, one row being a foot Icwer than 
those on each side; so that the aich pre- 
sented a double face both from the chancel 
aide and from the church. On each row of 
atone a arabesque figure of a dark crimson 
colour was painted in fresco. It was about 
five or six inches in length and in breadth, 
«nd it occurred onoe or twice alternately. It 
must have had a peculiarly fine eCfect when 
running completely round the arch; but it 
was difficult to find what the origineil figure 
was, and that it was always a repetition of 
the same dedgn. From the arch a border 
of two lines seems to have run along tlie 



chancel wall. The traces are very few. 
One might suppose that the lines of red* 
which are seven inches apart, had been 
orossad vertioally hy letters; but there is too 
little left to allow of aoy certainty as to this. 
An old ropnumental tomb with a canopy 
stood in the' north wall of the chancel. It 
bore a shield at the top, on which a cross 
bad probably stood out in bold relief; for the 
four fractured places on the stone shield 
occur just where the arms of a sculptured 
cross would have adhered. 'I'here was no 
lettering on the tomb, save a neatly carved 
W on every stone of it, beginning with the 
left or west side (the head of the tomh>, and 
follo«ing the semi-circle of the stilted arch 
all round until it became inverted at the 
foot — thus, f\. It WHS found necessary to 
change the petition of the tomb to a certain 
extent, and in the process two quaint old 
Norman windows were discovered, which 
hud been completely built up and hidden in 
order to admit the insertion of the canopy. 
The monument was therefore removed to 
another part of the chancel, and the windows 
have been restored As much of the arch of 
one window remained as enabled us to see 
how both windows should be finished. The 
tomb contained a skeleton with its hands 
crossed over the breast. Five coins were 
found beside it; four being coins of German 
Bishops, and one Scotch coin. All the 
German coins bear German inscriptions; the 
Scotch one, which is hardly legible, seems to 
be in Latin. Tha largest coin has on one 
side, " Wolf, Bishop of Numbe^;" and on 
the other, *' Pfennigmacher in Regha," 
which may be iiberaify interpreted "Muster 
of the miut in Regs. * The next largest coin 
has the two inscriptions — " John Erau- 
winkel. Inn." (Iiinstadt?)and " Heit, Rott- 
luorgen Dott "—names perhaps of places in 
Bavaria. The third coin bears. 



coin, like the second, has "John ErKU- 
winkel. Inn.," and "The Kingdom of God 
remoineth for ever.'' 

AU the four hnve, on one side, the cross 
Burmoontinga^obe or circle, and surrounded 
by the usual Romish border, and on the 
other side s circle of coronets. The fifth and 
smallest coin has tha Scotch thistle on one 
side, and the Lion on the other, with 
inscriptions which we can »nly gutis to be 
" Jacobus D.Q. et Ht^'len " and "I.R.H. 
Bco. Fran," It we are correct, the coin was 
struck in 1537, when James V. married 
Uagdalen of France. She did not lira long 
after reaching Etcotland. 

To return to the two windows: — They 
have lights seven feet apart. On the outside 
wall, they are only two feet e^[ht indies long 
and six inches brood; but so great is their 
■play, extendiiQ thrcwgb three feet id wall 
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that their arched spkoe ooonpies upwarda of 
nx feet in height and four feet in breadth on 
the inside. The wiadow-uch thnt had been 
least diamaDtled bore traoea of paint and a 
thin coat of plaster. These appeared round 
the outer face of the aroh as well as round 
ita innei' l-order. A wavy sort of ornament 
in red was backed by parallel lines of what 
ma; have been greeo and red colour— if so, 
the green baa now turned into bluish grey; 
vhile angular figures in yellow or blue or 
purple appear to h>tve run down each side; 
the whole constituting, we may auppoee, a 
prototype, if not a substitute, for the highly 
ornamental stonework of later Norman 
windows. The wavy ornament may have 
been used instead of the zig-iag so common 
in Norman architecture. IJoth probably 
repreflented v/ater, the symbol of purification 
— a symbol equally applicable to the two 
great ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper; and one that seemed to he connected 
wiUi every approach to the sanctuary, in 
ancient timee. The symbol met the wor- 
shipper's eye on the very threshold, and 
warned him of the needful preparation of 
the heart for Chriatiiui worship. 

There appear to have been similar win- 
dows to those now deecribed in the opposite 
wall—the south wall of the chancel, out a 
large window of the geometrical period has 
filled up the greater part of the apaoe which 
they had orieinally filled with their ext«nded 

3ilay. On »ie siU of the south window the 
bar hod been placed in later times, and the 
large stone that remains there may have 
been the altar or a portion of it. There is 
an aumry close beeide; the iron in the stone 
where the hinsas of ita little door had been 
fixed is now like an inky powder. 

There had probably been one or more 
NomiBn lights in the east wall of the 
chancel, but all have been eSectutlly hidden, 
except a small one very near the roof. It is 
arched and cut out of a single stone; its 
light is 23 inches in length and about 7^ in 
l^adth. 

In heightening what was usually termed 
" the priest's door." which led into thesouth 
side of the chancel, a. fragment of a stone 
oroas was discovered, sufficiently Urge to 
indicate its original size, and where the arms 
had been broken off. It seema to have been 
eighteen inches in breadth and in height, 
having aims and stem of equal thiokness — 
vertically and horizontally. Both on the 
front and on the back, a circle was inscribed 
on the central spaoe. The circle endoeed 
four arcs of ciiclea, whoee enda terminated 
at the anslea where the limbe diverged. The 
front circle seemed to be dis^guished by 
having a wedge or arrow-ahaped figure, 
pointing up and down from its upjwr and 
lower edge. We are the more particular in 
mentioning these uroumstancea, in the hope 
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antiquity previously discovered in Scotland. 

A piece of a stone oomice, carved in imita- 
tion of tiles, was discovered in the same 
plane. Jt was probably part of the eaves of 
an old stone roof 

We now turn to tba Norman chapel north 
of the nave. It is a ruin; the archway that 
led into it having long been built up, tad 
appearing merely as a recess in the inside. 
On removing the plBst«r with which it was 
thickly covered, the arch was seen to be 
ornamented on the bevelled angle with a 
row of fioreta of four petals. Each of the 
twenty stones in the aroh had a floret carved 
OD it. The workmanship is rude, but there 
is great simplicity and beauty in the orna- 
ment. A heavy Norman abacus underneath 
was supported by large piers, having their 
comers bevelled. In restoring the piers, a 
stone trough or lavatory was found in the 
wall close to one of them. Near the other 
was fonad what seems to have been the base 
for the stem of a cross. It was remarkably 
weather-beaten, and the deep furrows at the 
aide seemed to be the effect of lain running 
down the stem of the cross. Right over the 
arch was discovered a stone, on which were 
very deeply carved a communion cup and 
wafer. The cup measured nine inches in 
height. It« rim was six inches broad, and 
the foot of the stalk was six inches also. An 
oval knob appears to have existed between 
the bowl of the cup and the foot; but 
hammers have been busy with the emble- 
matic device, about the same time that 
Reformation plaster was - applied to the 
florets of the arch. The wafer is an inch or 



There are some veiy large blocks of stone 
in the foundations of the chapel. Its roof 
waa plain and heavily arched over with 
stone, the cjirvature beginning at a much 
lower level than the springing of the entrance 
vch. It is of importance to observe this, 
because lAe tartieit Narman vaults wtre guite 
filtuH andeftkc barrtlfarm. A piscina, which 
is atill to be seen in the east wall of the 
chapel, proves that an altar stood close 
beside. There is also a recess for an aumry. 
The altar was dedicated to " Our Lady," aa 
we find from the records of the Presbytery 
of Peebles. 

The erection of a small building for a 
stove, in the angle between the chancel and 
ohapel neoeesit^ed the laying bare of the 
foundations at that part of the churoh; it 
waa also indispensible to do the same at the 
southeast angle of the church, in order to 
oonsolidate the corner-stones of the building 
there. It was found that under the regular 
foundation of the chancel there wen two kx 
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three Wen of attniM, not very larse in size, 
ari&ngod tc^ther all on their Mgos, and 
occupying a breadth equal to that of the wall 
above them, or rather more than that, and a 
depth of from 2 to 2^ feet. Black mould, 
very different from the gravel-bed in which 
the church is founded, was laid aa if in layers 
among them; but age and vegetation, and 
the decay of the remains deposited from age 
to age under the chancel floor, may have 
oontnbuted to change the charHcter of the 
material with which the stones had been 
mixed. There is no such undir fpuHdatiin to 
the old Norman chapel, and this, aa well aa 
other features, would mark the chancel aa 
still mcce ancient than the chapel. 

An old and narrow Norman (if not i?axon) 
doorwBT has also been discovered. It is 
near the tower, and in the north wall. 
Traces of paint were found on it. The out- 
aide stones of this arched entrance were nine 
inches lower than the atones of the arch 
inside. The door had once been barred by 
a large bolt or bar, the hole for receiving 
which ran about five feet or more into the 
nde of the walL 

This entrance must have existed before 
the present south entry, which is just 
opposite to it. The prubability is that the 
main entrance was originallj in the west 
^ble, and that the Norman arches and 
jamb-ahafts, now on the south side, was 
once part of a west front. It was found on 
making a door in the wall of the tower, to 
serve as an entrance to the chief heritor's 
Ksllery, that the tower had been built at a 
Uter period than the nave, and built not on 
but above the gable wall, so that tiie tower 
h>B four walls of its own only after it rises 
above the gable. A wide and very rude 
aichway opens into the tower from the 
church. It may have been damped, and 
altered or mended when the original entrauee 
was removed, ^le stones of the arches and 
pillars of the south entrance would almost 
exactly fit into this archway. 

It is remarkable that the tower, though of 
later date than the church, should contain a 
built-up window which has far more of a 
Saxon than a Norman look. It is made in 
" long and short work," and has a solid and 
triangular stone for its top. Now, both 
foatures point to Anglo-Saxon times. The 
foct may be acoounted for, if we suppoao 
that the window was once iu the west gable 
of the church and was transferred to the 
towat, when the tower was made to hide that 
gable. 

^dw old boilding has ondeigone many 
•Itentioiw; but ttie relict that connect it 
with an aariier and puree state of religious 
worship in Britain than that wbioh prevailed 
for some bundrads of years previoos to the 
Reformation are especially valuable. The 



times of the Guldees and the times of St. 
Kentigem, with which the early history of 
Stobo aa a district brings us into contact, 
have a very peculiar interest in comparison 
with the times in which Komsuism had the 
ascendency. 

Dean and priest, a^e after age, have laid 
aside their vestments in silence, and sought 
rest beside the house where they ministered; 
but still the murmur of the Tweed is heard 
as oF old in this haunt of Britons and 
Saxons, where the sway of the Scottish 
kings was so long resistw), and still great 
portions of those walls and of the very site 
remain, where, previous to the Norman 
invasirin, Briton and Saxon worshipped God 
and trusted in the mediation of Jesua ChriaL 
And, let us piously trust that, in ages to 
come, our Presbyterian worship will hold its 
place within the ancient walls, and that 
many will be trained thereby of whom it 
shall be said, as Wordsworth the poet said of 
the hero of his " Elxoursion " — 
The Scot ti)h Church, both on himself and thoaC 
With whonj fiom cliildliood he grew up, and held 
The EtcoDC band nf ber purity; and itill 
Had watched him wiih an unrelenting eye. 
Thi> he remembered in his liper age 
With gratitude and levereatial thciughts. 

The Tempobautibs. 

1861, February 17. Agreed to the motion 
by t^e Bev. Hr Blake, Minister of Stobo, 
anent senior Ministers taking care of the 
Temporalities of the Church. 

1864, April 27. Stobo contribnted for: - 
India, £3 7b. 2d.; Endovrment. £2 8b. 6d.; 
Colonies, £4 3s. 6d.: Jews, £3 Is. 8d.; 
Sducation, £4 58. M.; Home, £4 10s. 9d.; 
total, £21 17s. 4d. 

1864, Peebles. Deoember 14. The 
Presbytery agreed to the following expression 
of their high appreciation of the conduct of 
Sir Grahira Montgomery in restoring the 
Church of Stobo: — "The IVesbytwy find 
that the operations connect ed with the 
Restoration of the ancient Church of Stobo 
are now almost oompleiied, and that the 
admirable result is due to the liberality of 
bir Graham Montgomery, Bart, of t^tanhope, 
who uf his own accord proposed the reaton- 
tann, and haa with eioelleat taste and at 
great expense oanied it out without askji^ 
ths other heritors of the parish to do moca- 
than ctmsent to his plans. It is an oocoaioa 
wittioBt preoedent in the history of tlie- 
»*resbyter7 of Peebles to find a single heritor 
doing what it is often a t«dious and painful 
prooess to bring abovt, «ven in oases where 
the heritors are anmermis, attd when a 
Oinrah has been pronounosd in a niinoos 



The Presbytery therefore feel it theb UMiy 
to express thsir giateful aeknowMgSMBlB to- 
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Sir Oriiham Hid tbeir admiration of the 
iDMiner in which he h»a oarried out the 
restoration of Che Church of Stobo, and they 
requeat the Mioistor of Stobo to oonrey to 
Sir Graham along with a aopy of this Minute 
the strong sense entertained b; the in- 
dividual members of the Preabytery of the 
liberality and good (e«ling manifested by Sit 
Graham towards the Church of Scotland." 

1866, ApHl 19. atobo contributed for:-~ 
Home, £2 9b. 9d.; Education, £3 6a. lOd.; 
Oolonies, £3 38. Bd.; Endowment, £2 19s. 
4d.; Indi*, £2 166. 7d.; Jews, £2; total, £15 
6d. 

A FUTDBE HiNIBTBB Of StOBO. 

1865, Ootolier 25. Hr John Booth vraa 
exxmined before entering the Hall for the 
first year. Ha was sustained. 

Next meeting at Kirkurdon November 10, 
Peter Macvicar (Manor), Hodeiator; Q. 
H. MoniLiwa (Peebles), Clerk. 

1866, January 3. The E'resbytery adopted 
a Motion on the ObservHnce of the Sabbath, 
moved by the Rev. Mr Blake, Minister of 
Stobo, and neoonded by the Rev. Mr Moni- 
lawe, Peebles. 

1B66, April 19. Mrtion adopted by a 
majority in the Presbytery, Sigreeing to an 
Overture tu the Assembly against Innova- 
tions on tho simple forms of worship hitherto 
observed by all congregations in the Churob 
of Scotland. 

In this >eai' and those following the 
amounts contributed by the VHrious parishes 
towards the Schemee of the Church are not 
recorded separately in the Records. 

Bbv, Mb Blieb Pbesbittro to Lahotom. 

1866. Peebles. September 14. Com- 
peared John Stirling, Esq., as Mandatory 
loi the Presbytery of Duns, and ^ave in the 
following papers in reference to the Transla- 
tion of the Rev. J L. Blake of Stobo lo th? 
puriah of I^ngton in the Presbytery of 
Duna: — Extracts from the Presbytery of 
Duds anent said 'rranslation and all other 
relative documents. The Presbytery ex- 
[ffeaaed tbeir satisfaction therewith and 
agreed to take the usuil steps towards Mr 
Blake's Translation acoording to the forms of 
the Churoh. 

Dr MonilawB was appointed to pieaoh in 
the Church of Stobo on Sabbath the 16th, 
and to make all necessary intimations. 

1807, Peebles. September 26. Dr Mom- 
laws reported that he had preached in Stobo 
Church on the 16th and that he had 
aunuuoned the pttishioners of Stobo to 
ai^»ear before the Presbytery this day to 
atate objections if any why the Translation 
of' lir Blake of Stobo to Langton should not 
take phMie. Nnoe a^qMued and the Freatgr- 



tery unanimously affreed to translate Mr 
Blake to Langton. 

The Clerk wsa initruoted to intimate this 
Resolution bi Uie Presbytery of Duns and to 
request the said Presbytery to intimate to 
that of Peebles the date of Mr Blake's 
Induction to Langton. 

1867. Salary of Precentor, £6; and othar 
£3 given by the Sesaiou in the .Sammer of 
1867 for twenty lessons in singing to the 
young of the pirish. 

1867. Communion Roll aa at September 
29:-Seventy-one in all. 

On September 36 the Translation of Mr 
Blake to Laucton whb agreed to by th» 
Piesbyteiy. The Induction to take plooe on 
October 10. 

On September 30 Air Blake makes his hut 
entry into the Session Book remarkiug that 
for many years no cases for discipline have 
arisen, iiiid that during his Ministry he 
followed the course of his predecessor in 
making no entries of such cases. 

Kev, .Iaueb L. Blake TKANsnATin. 

1887, tlotober 10, On the 10th of October 
Mr Blake, Minister of btobii, was translated 
to Langton. He continue'l there until May 
14, 1892, when he died aged 72, and in the 
42nd year of his Ministry. 

1867, Peebles. October 16. Read letter 
from the Presbytery of Duns intimating the 
date of the Induction of Mr Blake of Stobo 
to Langton for October 10. 

The Clerk was appointed to intimate to 
the Pntnin of Stobo the vacancy. 

Mr Wallace of Triquair was appointed to 

S reach at Stobo on Sabbath the 20th and to 
tjclare the Church of Stobo vacant from 
October 10. 

Mr Williamaoii of Innerleithen waa 
appointed to preach at Stobo on the first 
habbath of November; and Mr Dick of 
Tweedsmuir on the third Sabbath of Novem- 
ber (17th). 

1867, October IB. Last entry in thia 
Volume of Presbytery Records. 

1867, November 20. New Tolome <rf the 
Presb^^ry Records begins. 

Prbsbhtahok or the Rev. Jokm R, 



1867, November 20. There was laid on 
the Table of the Presbytery this dav a 
Prasentation in favour of Hr John Robert 
Roberteon to be Minister of Stobo. 

1867, November 30. The Clerk laid on 
the table a Presentation by Sir Graham 
Hontgomety in favour ot John Kobert 
RobaiMon to be M'"'"^'" of Stobo. The 
Presentation tiwft ^^ *^ ^^ relative 
doDuments T*e auabuned. 
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Hr Campbell of Lyne iraa appointed to 
proach at Stobo on Sabbath the 24th, and 
jntimste that the Presentee would preach in 
the Church on Sabbath the 8th and Sabbath 
the 16th, and also on Monday the 16th 
before the Preabftery, and also that the 
Moderation of the Call wonld take place on 
Thursday, Deoember 26. Mr Harjoribonks 
-of Linton was .tppoint^ to preach and 
preside at the Moderation of the Call. 

Mr Robertson officiated in the Charch of 
Stobo on the 8th, 16th, 16th Deoember, and 
the Presbytery met in Stobo Church on 
December 26th when a Call to Mr Robertson 
vas moderated in. 

1867, December 26. Stobo Sohoolhouse. 
Hr Oumpbell returned the edict duly signed 
snd attested from Stobo. 

The Presbytery proceeded to the Church 
when Hr Me^onbanks of Linton preached 
from 2nd Corinthi^nn iv and 6. A form of 
Call was then read and numerously signed. 
Objectiona were called for but none ofiered. 
The Presbytery then resolved to suaUin the 
Oall and proceed with the Ordination of the 
Presentee. 

1867, Peebles. December 2S. The 
K^sbytery prescribed the following dls- 
ooutBes to Mr Robertson the Presentee to 
Stobo:— Latin exegesis, j4h Mnjiuifiierii verm 
As/iU/a? Greek criticial. Gal. iii, 16-16; 
Bomily, 2nd CorinthisnB ii, 18; Popular 
aermon Lecture, Luke xii, M-21; Serraon 
John zii, 32. 

Nest meeting at Peebles cm January 2, 
1868. 

G Matioribanks (Linton), Moderator; 0. 
"H. MoniUwa (Peebles), Clerk. 

1868, Peebles. January 2. Hr Robert- 
son, the Preaentee to Stobo, underwent all 
Ilia Trials and was sustained. Mr Macvicar 
of Manor waa appointed to preach at Stobo 
on Sabbath, January 6, and read an edict 
appointing the Ordination and Induction of 
Mr Robertson to take place in Stobo Church 
on Thursday the 16th; Mr Heiklem of 
Drumelzier to pieaoh on that day. 

1868, January 16. Hr Robertson was 
ordained within Stobo Church. The Rev. 
Robert Meiklem was Moderator (of Drumel- 

Sunday, Jaimary 19. Mr Robertson was 
introduced by the Rev. George Campbell of 
Bastwood, woo preached from Psalm zzvii, 
vena 4. 

Ur Robertson thereafter m-eached hom 
Hebrew xii, 14, on The Kacuie of the 
Church and the Ubjeot of her Ministry. 

Orddtatioh of Rit. Johf B. Robirtsoit, 

14th HnitBXEa or Stoso. 

1868, Jannarr 16. Hr Uaorioftr of Manor 



returned the edict duly attested. The 
Presbytery then repaired to the Church 
where Hr Heiklem preached from John x, 
10. Thereafter the cause of the meeting 
was stated. The usufl questions were then 
put and satisfactorily answered by Mr 
Robertson. Thereafter b^ solemn ptsyn 
and imposition of hands Bb Robertson was 
set apiut for the duties of the Holy Ministry 
in Shibo. He then received the right hand 
of fellowship from those present. He also 
subscribed tne Formula, and his name was 
added to the RolL 

Next meeting to be at Peebles on March 
26. 

Alexander J. Murray (Eddlestone), Mod- 
erator; G. H. Mouilaws (Peebles), Clerk. . 



Rev. John Robbbi Robebtboh. 
The Rev. John R. Robertson was bom at 
Forteviot Msnse. Perthshire, 28th January, 
1842, elder son of Rev. R. J. Robertson, 
Minister suocessively of Qask and Forteviot. 
Bis mother, Helen Saunders Robertson, was 
daughter of Rev. James Bnnnerman, Minis- 
ter of Cargill, and sister of Rev. William 
Bsnnerman, Ticar of flosthley, Sussex, and 
of Rev. Jamea Bannerman, D. D., Uinister 
of Ormiston, and subsequently a Professor 
in the New College, B^dinburgh. His mother 
tnced an unbroken alerical desoent up to the 
Reformation, through Bsnnermans and 
Turings, Hinistera in Bonfthire. He was 
eduoaced at the University of Edinburgh. 
Id those days it was not the ordinary course, 
as it is now, to take an Arts d^;ree, and be 
did not. He was licensed by the Presbytery 
of Edinburgh. — (Communicated by hu 
Iwother, Lord Robertson of Fortemt.) 
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1868, April 13. A ooatM 
onpBftliiioar in&ngamtedbyHrLoDtjbottom, 
Hnsioal Diraotor of the AsMinbly Committee 
ODpsaJmodf. 

1868 April 21. Stobo contributed toward 
tiie Biz Sdiemes of the Church, £17 188. 8d. 
For BeligiouB, Benevolent, >nd Uisaionary 
objecta other tlun the Schemes, £10 8e. 9}d. 

A FuTUKB Mtnutbb Of Stobo. 
1868, July 8. Hr WiUiAmaon of Inner- 
leithen proposed that Mr John Booth be 
telcen on public probationary I'rialsj whidh 

Next meetina at Peebles od October 14th. 
Alezutder J. Hurray (Eddleetone). Moder- 
ator; O. H. MnnilAws (heebies), Clerk. 

1868, November 11. The following aub- 
ieots were preaoribed to Mr John Booth for 
bis public probatiooary Trials:— Bomily, 
John xviii, 36. Popular sermon, M&tthQw 
xi, 38; Lecture, Lake xv, 11 to 32. At$ 
rtvilaiia luctstaria sit ? Exercise in addition, 
Matthew t, 17 to 18. 

1868, November 11. The Motion of the 
Sev. Alexander Williamson (Innerleithen), 
Boainst the Disendow ment of the Irisn 
^uFoh was agreed to; and a Committee was 
appointed to draw up the petition. 

1868, Peeblee. December 80. Mr Booth 
having delivered all his disco uraes and 
having been examined according to the laws 
of the Cbunh, was licensed as a preacher of 
theQoepoL 



1868. November 11. The Presbytery 
anthorise the existing Committee to complete 
tlie Escambion of a put of Stobo Olebe. 

ExOAMBIOa NOI OOMPLVTBD. 

1869, March 4. The Committee of the 
Stobo Olebe gave in a verbal report — The 
Preebytenr having referred to the coat of the 
proposed Excambion afpree nut to press its 
being carried out, it being desrly understood 
that any arrangement which might be 
entered into between Sir Qrabam Mont- 
Bomerf and Hr Robertson, Minister of 
Stobo, is personal to themselves and tern- 

1869, April IS. Stobo contributed for the 
aix Schemes of the Obordi:— £17 18e. 8d. 

1670, Hatch U. The Rev. Mr Robertson 
^tobo) gave notice of Motion, that the 
Fieeb^ry issue an Address to the oon- 
gregations within the Bounds, on the Duties 
of the Members, and the Work of the 
Ohuroh. 

1870, April i2. Etobo contributed for the 
BIX Sehemee:— £19 is. 8d.; and for other 
objects, £4. 



There are within the Presbytery aeventeea 
Sunday Schools, with 686 pupils, and 63 
teachers. 

1870, April 39. Stobo has 108 Commnni- 
cant«: has had thirteen Baptisms; has 56 
Bebbath Scholars. 
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1871, Much 26. The Bev. John Roberta 
Robertson died on Sunday after a abort 
illness in the 30th year of his age, and fourth 
of his Ministry. The funeral took place on 
the 30th March; Service in the Church 
beins conducted by the Rev. Robert 
Meiklem. and at the grave by the Rev. Mr 
Campbell of Eastwood. Funeral sermon 
was preached ob April 2 within the Church 
by the Rev. Mr Campbell of lUstwood, ftom 
Hebrews xii, 29, " Ye are oome to the spirits 
of just men made perfect." 

1871. Peebles. April 26. The Presby- 
tery adopted the following Minute of the 
Brethren who assembled at Stobo on Harob 
30:- 

The Brethren met after the funeral of 
Uieir late brother, the Rev. J, R. Robertson, 
who died on Mtuxih 26. By tlie desire of 
the relations the Rev. George Campbell, 
Minist«r of Eastwood, was appointed to 
preach in the Ohnrcb of Stobo on Sabbath 
next, and to declare the Church vacant from 
March 26. The Moderator was instructed 
to intimate the vacancy to the Patron, and 
the Clerk was appointed to ent«r the death 
of Mr Robertson in the separate register. 
(Mr Robertson present on February 1,) 

Supplies for Stobo:— Mr Murray (Eddie- 
stone), on the I6th; Mr Wallace (Traquair), 
on April 30th. R. Meiklem (Drumelzier), 
Moderator; and Alexander J. Murray 
(Eddlestone), Clerk. 

Mr Campbell (Lyne), Hr Maovioar 
(Manor), and Hr Meiklem (Drumelzier), 
reported that they had preached at Stobo on 
the days appointed, and they offered to 
continue to do so on altamate days during 
the vacancy. The Presbytery thuiked theee 
brethren and accepted the o^r. 

Supplies for Stobo:— Hr Dick (Tweeds- 
muir), May 12, being the Fast day. B(r 
Williamson (Innerleithen), on Sabbfttb May 
14th. 

Mr Meiklem (DrumeMer) appointed Mod- 
erator of the Kirk Session of Stobo during 
the vacancy. 

Mr Wallsee (Traquair), proposed "that 
the Presbytery record their deep sorrow at 
the removal by death of the Rev, Bfr 
RobertwHi, Hinister of Stobo, who had 
discharged his duties as a pariah clergyman 
with snoh fidelity and suooesa, and gave hi|^ 
promise of eminence in the Ministry, " 
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the Motion uid instructed the Clerk 

u) extract to ths relatives of the duceHsed 

MBUring them of their deep aympathj. 

1871, April 26. Stobo contributed towardd 
the Six Schemea; — £21; mid for other 
objeotB, £10 10s. 6d. 

PaBOBHTATiDK or TUB Ret. John L. 
Booth. 

1871, May 1. Sir Grsham Mon'goinery 
issued a Presentatiuii in favour of John 
Livingstone Booth, assietant to the Rev. Dr 
James Macgn^or of the Tron Church, Kdin- 



May 2Sth, and Sabbath June 4th, and on 
Monday the 6th JuDe. Hr Oampb^ 
(Lyne), Mr Hacvicar (Manor), and Mr 
Meiklem (Druraelzier), appointed to hear 
him preach un the Monday and to r«ou*e 
from him tlia MSS. of h' 



The Preeliytery resolved to meet in th« 
Ohurcli of Htobo on Thimday, June 16th, 
and tu moderate in a Call to Mr J. L. 
Booth, and to receive objectiooa to hia 
Settlement if any, Mr Uilne (Kirfcurd), to 
preach and preside. And they appoint Ht 
Campbell (Lyne), to preach at Stobo on 
Sabbath next and make intimation of tbeae 



Rev. John L. Beotii 



burgh. He was son of a former Minister of 
Innerleithen. 

1871, Peebles. May 17. Bead and 
■natained a Presentation from Sir Graham 
Montgomeiy of Stobo, to Mr John L. 
Booth, to the Ohorch and pariah of Stobo, 
with all other relative documents. 

The Presbytery appointed the Presentee 
t» preach in the Ohuroh of Stobo on Sabbath 



reaolulions and appointments. 

The Clerk produced a letter of thaak» 
written by Mrs Robertson thanking the 
Prealiytery for their sympathr in her 
berenvement, in the death of the Bav. J. R. 
Robertson. 

1871. June 16. The Moderator went to 
the pulpit and condncted Divine Servioa 
preaching from Luke xiii, 1-6. At tlu das» 
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« Korm of Call wns produced nad Micned \iy, 
thiMO duly i^unlifiea. InrimiitiuD wh8 nlso 
made that the Prethytery were aow ready, to 
receive oiijactiona to the Presentee, but 
none were offered. The I'resbytery reeolved 
t« iQeet nt PeeMes thie day week to xustain 
tho Call Hnd [iroceed to take atep» fur the 
Settlement of the Presentee uruvided no 
objeotiona be (iffi-red. The Call iras left in 
the handa of Mr Newlands, schoolmaster, 
for additional ai^; natures. 

1871, Peeblea. June 22. Ohjeotions 
having been called for. and uone having 
been nffered, the Presbytery auatained the 
Call to Hr J. L. Booih to be Minister or 
Stobu. Tney appointed him to appeaf 
before them on the 12th July to underf^ bis 
Trials; they also prescribed for him the 
foUiiwing discouraea; — Exegexis, Ah rtvtltOia 
tutessaria sU 1 Bicervise with addition- 
Matthew V, 17-21. Homily, Miitthew xxv, 
28th. Lecture, Mark x, 37. Popular 
sermon, let Coiinthiana xv, 17. 

I87I, Peeblea. July 12 Mr Booth, 
Presentee to '^tobo, appeared and was exam- 
ined; he also delivered all his discouraea as 
described; and was sustHioed in all. The 
PreGbytery ap|ioint his Ordination to take 
place on Friday, the 11th August, at twelve 
noon. Mr Lorraine (Peebles), to preach 
and preeide. 

Mr Wallace (Traquair), to preach at Stobo 
on Sabbath July 30th, asd serve the edict to 
the above effect. 



duly executed, and all concerned having been 
summoned, none compeared to object to the 
life and doctrine of the Presentee. 

Ths Moderator then ascended the pnlpit 
and preached from Bomans iii, 31. And 
after Divine Service be put to Mr Booth the 
questions appointed for those about to be 
ordained, which ware answered satisfactorily, 
Mr Booth was then by solemn prayer and 
imposition of hands set apart to the office of 
the Holy Ministry and admitted to the 

gietoral Charge of the parish of Stobo. The 
rethren then gave bim the right hand of 
fellowship, and the Modsratdr addressed 
suitable eThoctations to the Minister and 
people, 

ItBv. John Livisobton Booth, 10th 

MiNISTBR OF SntBO. 
John Livingsbon Booth was burn at the 
Honse of Innerleithen in 1846. H« was 
educated at Innerleithen and Peebles 
schools, and also at tbe Academy uid 
UniveraitVi Edinbai^h. He was licensed 
by the Presbyt«ry of Peebles, and was. 
assistant to the Bev. Hr Thorasan, fipotit, 
and also the Rev. Dr Macgragor, Troii' 
ChnriA. Bdinbotgh. Ordainedl nb Bbobo 



11th Ai^ust, 1871. Ho married Julia 
Rituhie, £iuj!hter of Mr rtitchie, manufact- 
urer, >troud. Family — two sons and a 
daughter- Qe died 13th Hay, 1891, in the 
46th year of his age, and is survived by 
a widow, one son and daughter. 

1871, August 11. The Presbytery exim" 
ined the eccleEiastical buildings of Stolio and 
instructed the Clerk Ui draw the attentiua of 
the heritors to the state and position of tbe 
water supply of the Manse, and to the 
condition of the Manse nfficos. 

1871 1 Au^iint 13. Induction of Mr Ilooth 
by the Rev. I>r Macgregor, Ekiinburgh. 

1871, November 5. Hymnal first used in 
the Church. 

1671, December 20. A loyal aud dutiful 
Address was drawn up and sent to Queen 
Victoria upon the recovery of the Prince of 
Wales from his dangerous illness. 

In connection with the proposed Education 
Bill, the Presbyteiy resolved that no system 
of Education would be satisfactory which 
did not contain provision for the Religious 
lining. 

CouMnmoN Cups. 

1872, JaiMtary 7. It was ^^reed to enter 
into negotiations with the Session of Drum* 
eluer either to purchase the Share of the 
Communion Oupe belonging to them; or t« 
sell to that Session the share belonging to 
them. They belonged formerly to the 
parish of Dawlok, now suppreSHed. 

January 21. The Session of Drumelder 
are willing to purchase the Share of tht> 
Communion Cups belonging to Stobo foe £4. 

Agreed to by Stubo; and that the Cups 
henceforth belong exclusively to Drumelsier. 

Subscriptions to be taken up throughout 
the poriih to buy Oups for Stobo. 

1872. February 18. £4 received from the 
Session of Drumelzier for the Share that 
Stobo had in the two Cups. £16 collected 
in Stobo which with the £4 received makes 
up £20 for new Cups. 

1872. February 21. The Presbytery 
petitioned against the Education Bill. 

There ore twenty IJnbbath Schoola wittuB 
the Presbytery, with 74 teonhera, and 764 oa 
the Roll. 

1872, March 20. Ths Presbytery petap 
tioned the House of Gommnns s^insb the 
BiU for leg^taing manriage with Deceased 
Wife'a Sister. 

1S73, AprS 24. Stobo coDtnbnted towardi 
the Six SchemM of the CknnA:— £15 16s, 
2d. ; and fbr other objects, £38 Ss. 6d. 
Nbw Commonioh Goto. 

1872, April 26, The Saorvaental Fast 
day: seivioee oondocAed by tb» Rev. He 
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Milne of KiTkurd. After service Mr Booth, 
the MinUter, produced a huDdsooie pair of 
solid silvar CommuDion Cups maifle bjr 
Marshall & Hons, 87 Qeoi^e Street, Edin- 
burgh, at a coat of £20 sterling. 

1872, April 28. The Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper celebrated. Tbe now ailcer 
Communion Cups were used for the first 



1872, July 1. The Seasion adopted the 
Racommendation of the AsHembly that 
Collections for the Schemes of the Church be 
made by Schedule rather than at the Church 

1872, October 2. On the Motion of the 
fiev. Jardine WalLtce, Minister of Traquair, 
it was f^reed that special reference be made 
next Sunday to the unfavourable state of 
the wodther for ingathering the crops, and to 
the prospect of a severe winter. 

Thb Education Act. 
1872- By the passing of the Education 
Act in this year, toe ducy and priviloffe of 
Ministers and Kirk Sessions undertaking the 
education of the children was transferred 
from them who had borne it since the days 
of Knox to School Boards, to be elected 
triennially. 

1873, March 16. The Rev. Mr Booth 
declined to baptise a child of a farmer in 
Stobo parish, but the Session instructed the 
Minister to do so. He appealed to the 
Presbytery. 

At this date the Minister intimated that 
In the iotereet of peace he is prepared to 
fall from his appeal in the matter of the 
baptism of the chud: leaviiu the discharge of 
the duties devolving on a Christian parent to 
the dictates of the father's own conscience, 
hut always proteatinv that discipline for 
non-attendance of Church Ordinances is 
impaired by the Resolution come to by the 



Kirk Session on the 24ch February last and 
for which he holds himself free from aU 
responsibility. 

1873, April 23. Stobo contributed toward 
the Six Schemes of the Church:~£20 16s. 
3d.i and for other objects, £26 9s. 2d. 

187^, October 1. The Ministers are to 
take the opportunity on the first Sibbath of 
November of acknowledging in their public 
Services the bleeaiog of the recent harvest. 

1873, December 17. A Committee was 
appointed to prepare a Minute respecting 
the munificent gift of half a million pounds 
to the Churoh of Scotland by Mr James 
Baird of Auchmedden. 

1874, March 18. There are twenty Sab- 
bath Schools within the Bounds; having 797 
scholars on the Boll, with an average attend- 
ance of 612, and with 83 teachers. 

1874, April 22. ^tobo has contributed to 
the Schemes of the Church, £27 6e.i and for 
other objects, £36 14s.; total, £64. 
ABOunoir of Katbonaqii. 

In 1874 occurred by Act of Parliament the 
Abolition of Patronage within the Church of 
Scotland. Thenceforward the members and 
adherents of the Chuich were to be free to 
select from the Ministers and licentiates of 
the Church a Hiniater suitable for them- 
selves. Frcm the time of the Reformation 
of Knox there had been with slight excep- 
tion almoat continuous struggle against 
Patrrnage. The view of the Church had 
been expressed aa far back as 156U that it 
pertained to every congr^tion to select its 
own Minister But by the statute of 1667 
which abolished Popery, and ^ain in the 
Act of 1692, Patronage by lay patrons was 
legalised and upheld. From 1692 to 1649 
Patronage continued to be the rule in the 
Church. In 1649 Patronage was abolished 
by Act of Piirliainent. Afterthe Restoration 
of 1660 when Episcopacy was re-eBtebliehed, 
Patron^e once mort became the law of the 
Church, those Ministers who bad been 
placed according to the Act of 1749 being 
required to seek anew presentation from the 
lay TAtron, and also yielding submission to 
the Bishop. One third of the Clergy vacated 
their livings rather than submit, and then ' 
foUowed the persecutions of the ejected 
Clergy and their adherenta which so deeply 
stained the reigns of Charles II and James 
VU. In ISeO Patrona were deprived of the 
right of Presentation, receiving asoh 600 
merks w compensation; but in point of fact 
four parishes only offered the former patrons 
this sum. The heritors and the elden were 
to propose a cundidate to be approved or 
disapproved by the whole congregation. 
This continued until 1712 when an Act of 
Queen Anne restored lay Patronage save in 
those parishes in which it had been ezpressly 
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reoouDced. But the mtrona vere to ratun 
the TeiDdB given to them by the Acts of 
1&49 and 1690 in ^iace of patronage. This 
restoration of PHtronegu wbh tlio cause 
of lilniost nil the aecessiotia which have 
taken place from the Church. The Church 
of Scotland annuall; protested for seventy 
jearti after the pasaing uf the 1690 Act, and 
a standing protest was continued thereafter. 
In 1834 a select Committee of the House of 
Commons considered the whole matter. The 
Veto Act was passed by the Church; and 
then begun the ecclesiastical conflict which 
resulted in the aeceeaion from the Church in 
1843. The new Act abolishing Patronage 
come into force on the let January, 1875. 
Patrons were to receive as compensation one 
whole yenr's stipend payable in four annual 
instalments. 242 Patrons claimed this 
compensation, araounlini; to the sum of 
£69,160. 

1875, March 17. There are twenty-one 
Sabbath Schools within the Bonnds; having 
881 (Kholors un the itoll, with an averse 
attendanct! of 703, having 107 teachers; and 
in the adult classes there are 89 pupils. £7 
lis. had been collected for Missions in the 
classes during the year. 

The Presbytery resolved lo record their 
thanks to those patrons within the Kounds 
who have not claimed Compensation under 
the Abolition of Patronage Act 1874. 

1875, June 9. Mr Booth (Stobo), allowed 
eleven week's absence rom his pariah on 
condition of getting proper Supply. 

1S76, Jannary 13. Collection within the 
Bounds for xM purposes, £2064 18h. 10^. 

1876, March 22. Babbath Schools, 21; 
scholars, £910; aver^^, 706; teachers, 108; 
adults, 102; collections, £11 5b. 4d. 

1878, April 4 Total contributions within 
the Bounds for the year for all purposes, 
£2816 7s. 6d. 

Sabbuth Schools, 20; scholars, Ml; 
average, 706; adults, 13&. 

1878, March 23. Sabbath Schools, 21; 
scholars, 968; average, 760; teochets, 111; 
adults, 34S; collections. £13 13e. 8d. 

1878, April 24. Total contHbutions within 
the Botmds for all purposes, £1079 3s. 
(£287 14e. 6d. of this was for the Schemes). 

1879, March 19. Contributed toward the 
Schemes of the Church by all the parishes, 
£282 12s. Id.; for other objects, £2216 15s.; 
total. £2499 7s Id. 

Sabbath Schools, 30; scholars, 1026; aver- 
age, 800; teachers, 121; adolts, 386; colleo- 
tions, £16 Is. 5d. 

1879, October 25. The Bev. Hr Booth 
intimated tiiat he hod resolved to take up 
the Ooll«otionB by reoeiving boxes rather 



than the method now in nse; to which the 
Session agreed. 

1880, March 3, Sabbath Schools, 22; 
scholars, 1083; average, 860; teachers, 12?; 
adults. 208; coUections, £18 3b. 7id. ■ 

1880, April 28. Collected wilhia th» 
Bounds for Missionary, Educational, and 
Choritat'le objects in all the pirrishes, £1294 
6s. 7d. (There is no Keinrn for the Schemes 
of the Church). 

1881, February 36. There are twenty- 
two Sabbath Schools in the Bounds; with 
1047 on the Rolls; 796 of an average attend- 
ance; 127 teachers, and 249 in the adult 
classes, and £17 12b. 5d. collected for 
Missions. 

1881, March 25. £1522 14s. 5d. collected 
within the Bounds for religious, educational, 
and charitable purposes (other than the 
Schemes). 

1882, March 29. Sabbath Schools, 21; 
1103 scholars; average, 851; teachers, 135, 
and 269 adults; collections, £17 17s. Hd. 

Collected for the Schemes of the Church 
faythevsrious Churches, £310 Os. Id.; for 
other objects, £1281 12s. Md; total. £1591 
12s. 9d|d. 

1882, October 30. There are 103 Oom- 
municants on the revised Roll. 

1883, February 14. An expression of 
regret at the death of the Earl of Wemyss 
and March to be sent by the Presbytory to 
the present Earl. Lord Wemyss had been 
Patron of many Benefices in the County of 
Peebles. 

1883, February 16. The Rev. A. T. 
Cousins of Broughton had suggested to the 
congregation the propriety of standing at 
praise and kneeling at prayer. This was 
oonsidered at the siession this day, and it 
was agreed that intimation be made on 
Sunday of the suggestion and invito those 
who wish to do so. 

The congregation unanimously adopted 
the reoommendation on Sabbath, 18th 
February. 

1883, April IS. OoUected for the Schemea 
of the Church in all the pariahes, £341 4s. 
6d.; for other obieotB, £1416 7s. 9d.; total, 
£1757 12b. 3d. 

It was reported to the Presb)*ery; — L 
That the condition of each Church within 
the Bounds of the Presbytory as to sito, 
accommodation, and state of repair, is quite 
satisfactory. 

II. That there is no dafidenoy in religioua 
instruction. 

III. That there have been no Omissions of 
Public aervioe Uirougbout the year eioept 
from unavoidable oausM. 

IV. That the OommnaioMite present on 
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the 



which the Sncntment of rhe 
lupper wiui dUpensed, numbursd 



Lord's 

V. That thu number uf younif Coinmuni- 
«uit8 wits, iDclustve of those ia HttentUiica at 
Bible ClHsses, 2:12. 

VI. That the Outnmnaicants on the Rolls 
nwnber 3371. 



VIII. That the elders number 6S. 
Sslibitlh Schools, 19; schohtrs, 1110; aver- 
"~" Hdulta, 419; collec- 

1884, March 12. Subbath SchuolE. 19; 
aobolara, 1217: avernge, M3; teachers, 129; 
aduks, 440: collections, £29 2a 9d. 

1SS4. September 3. Total contributions 
to the Schemes of the Churches from hII the 
utishea, £348 16s. 8d. ; other objects, 
£1085 48. 2d.; lotal, £1434 Oa. lOd. 

Communicants present at the twd Oom~ 
muaions, 223(1 and 2039. New admissions 
bj certificHte, 107; young Cammunicant«, 
122; CommunicantH »ii Che Rolls. 3376; 
Baptisms, 230; Elders, 49. 

1886, JaniiiU7 17. The i^aaaion agree (o 
nuse £5 throughout the parish as the cou- 
tritiutioa of Stobo towards the £80 required 
for the new f resbytory Hall in Peebles. 

1885, Mirch 18. Sal>bath Schools, 19; 
SCbnlaiB, 1185; average, 889; teachers, 13U; 
adults, 216; coUeotioos, £29 18s. 6d. 

Contributed for the Missionary Schemes 
of the Church and Benevolent objects, ^643 
10a. 6d. 

CLtvoMQ Sbbvigib in Pibblu Cburob. 

This Chureb had beun opened for public 
worship in Janunry 1784. It was therefore 
101 years old. It was situated on the 
Oastlehill of Peebles, and was the successor 
of the ancient Gross Kirk. Its Ministers 
had been Dr Dslgteiah, Dr Lea. Mr 
Buahauan. Hr Elliott, Dr Monilsws, Mr 
Lorraine. 

1885. April 28. It was atcieed to petition 
the HoQse erf Commons against a Bill 
introduced for the DiaeBtabliuiinent of the 
Church of Scotland. 

Oommunioants at Cotnnunio&s within the 
BouD'ts. 2133 and 2212. Admitted by 
ceriifitate. 90; 176 young CommunioMnts; 
3462 on tolls; 238 Baptisms; fflden, 48. 

1886, 19th January. Parochial Branch of 
the Church of Sootbuad Defanoe Association 
asreed to lie formed in Stobo; also a Branch 
01 the Young Men's Quild. 

188«. Maroh 10. It wm agreed by the 
Presbytery to petition the Uoum of Com- 
mons in hvoor <rf Hr Finky's Bill, to 



declare the Constitution of the Obnroh of 
Scoiland. 

1886, AprU 27. £4547 7s. Od. conlrii.ot«d 
by all the parishes of all objects donng the 

Nbw Chukob of Pbbblbs. 

1887, March 24. New Church of Peebles 
dedicated to Divine Service. It succeeded 
the former Church on the same sit« which 
hsd been dedicated on .Tanuary 8, 1784. 

Previously, in the 12th century there was 
on the same site the Cha[iel of the GHStle of 
Peebles. 

1887. AprU 13. £82 2s. h«a bean con- 
tributed iitnoDg all the pariahea (oiuluding 
Peebles) toward the cost of tha Presbytery 
Hall, and Kklc Session House of Peebles. 
This carries » r^ht to the free use of the 
Session House in all time coming for Preaby- 
terial purposes. 

1887, April 27. A loyal and dutiful 
Address to be transmitted to Queen Victoria 
upon her Jubilee. 

JUfllLEB OF QnrBN ViCTOH*. 

1887. June 21. Thankagiving Service for 
the Jubilee of Queen Victoria was celebrated 
in the Parish Church of Peebles. 

1888, April 11. £2330 28. 5d. was col- 
lected for eOI purposes within the Bounds. 

X889, August 12. £1767 Is. 8d. was 
contributed for aU objects within the 
Bounds 

1890, February 6. Approved of the 
Overture anait the formation of a Bonofioe 
Blister. (I" ^^^ connection, see the 
institution of the " Constant Plat" in the 
year 1695). 

1890, March 18. There are 18 fabbath 
Schools, with 1083 scholars; with an avarafre 
of 882; 132 teachera; and 240 adults; also 
£44 4s. 6d. has been collected. 

1890. June 11. £4315 68. lOd. has been 
collected for religious, educational, and 
charitable purposes within the Bounds. 

Ib90, June II . The formation of a Choic 
Onion sanctioned by the I'teshytery. 

1890, July 1. The Praabytory reeolve to 
petition the Houae of Commons that a 
UeligiouB Census be taken of the pw^le 
along with the Civil Census in 1891. 

1890. September 10. Resolved by the 
Presbytery to abandon the old Manse of 
Peebles whnse site had belonged to the 
Ohurob since the year 1427. 

1891, January 16. Formation of a Lay 
men's League for the Defence of the Churra 
of Scotland from Diseetablishment and 
IHsendowment. It included among iU 
members Comnranioanti and Adharents ol 
d i se oi i t ing Ohuiehes. 
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STOBO CHURCH.— Pfwiyfertawism 



1891, Muroh 14. Fust Feativnl of the 
Choir Union of the Tuioiu Church Choira in 
the Presbytery. 

1891, April 16. There are 17 Sabbath 
School-i, with 1112 soholars, and 132 teachers, 
And 243 adults within the Bounds. 



DuiH c 



B iUv. Mb Booth. 



1891, Peebles. May 20. The Preabytary 
met this d«r iu consequence of the death of 
the Eav. J. Booth, Miniator of Stolio. who 
died on the 13th of this month. Mr Murray 
of iSddleatone was appointed to preach at 
Stobo on the 24th and declare the Church 
vacant and to make the intimations required 
by the Assembly regulations anenC vacancies 
and appointments. 

Hr William Hilne of Drumelzier was 
appointed Moderator of Stobo Kirk Seaaion, 
and the following Supplies were fixed: — 7th 
June, Mr Bovd of Innerleithen; 21st June, 
Mr MiUer of Kirkurd. 

Mr Macvicor of Minor was appointed 
Msessor to the Kirk Session of Drumelzier. 

Mr Wallace of Traquair was appointed to 
draw up a Minute in reference to the loss 
auatainod by the Presbytery by the death of 
Mr Booth and to send a copy to Mrs Booth. 
■William Milne of Drumelzier, Moderator 
tfff Km. P. Macvicar of Manor, Clerk pro 
fern. (Mr Booth nan present on March 4th). 
1891. -luDe 8. The Session record the 
Bense of losa sustained by the pdiiah in the 
death of their beloved Minister, the Rev. 
John Livingstone Booch. 

Electoral Roll of the parish adjosted and 
shews 98 members. At a later revision the 
Roll of tbe Congregation was finally adjusted 
to 103. 

1891, Peebles. June 24. There wmi laid 
on the table a certified copy of the Koll of 
Stobo. Supplies for Stobo— 5th July, Ur 
H'Lintock; ISth Jul^, Mr CampbeU; 2nd 
Aufpist, Mr John Milne; 16th August, Mr 
Lorraine 

1891, June 24. Received letter of 
acknowledgment from Mrs Booth in reply to 
Minute of condolence from the Presbytery 
on the death of Mr Booth of Stolw. 

The Clerk was authorised to giant the ose 
of the pulpit of Stobo for the purpose of 
hearing candidates for the vacancy in that 
parish should application be mnde to him by 
the Clerk of the oongr^ational Committee. 

Supplies tor Stobo: — Mr Campbell of 
I^ne, Auetiat 30; Mr John Uilne of New- 
lands on September 13. 

Kelt meeting in tlie Church of Stobo on 
Tuesday the l&th, at two o'clock. Samuel 
U 'Lintock of West Linton, Moderator; 
Alexander J. Murray of Eddleetone, Cleik. 



EI.K0T1OH OF THB 

Rev. J. R. Cbuickshakk, B.D, 
l&TH MiHiBTiB ov Stobo. 

1891, September 7. The Rev. John 
Rodger Cruickshank, B.D.. assiatant Min- 
ister, Arbroath, was elected Ministjer of 
Stobo. 

1391, September 15. There were sub- 
mitted a Minute of Appointment and a CaU 
to the Rev. John Itodger Cruickshank, 
assistant. Town Church, Arbro*th. to bo- 
Minister of the Church and parish; aI«o a 
Letter of Acceptance from Mr Ciuiokshank; 
also an extract of his licence as a preacher of 
the Gospel (Fordoun), and a Presbyterial 
certificate in his favour, all of which were 
sustained. It was agreed to proceed with, 
his Settlement with all convenient speed. 

The subjects for his Discourses were there- 
upon appointed to Mr Cruickshank and he 
was ordained to appear before the Presby- 
tery on Friday the 18lh curt, to deliver the 
same and to undergo all his other Trials in 
accordance with the law of the Church. 

1891, Peebles. September 18. Compeared 
Mr Qniickshank, Minister elect of Stobo, 
who delivered with high approbation th« 
Diacourses which had been prescribed to him 
and went through hia Questionary IViala to 
the satisfaction of the Presbytery. It vas 
thereupon resolved to proceed at once with. 
the Ordination of Mr Cruickshank at the 
Church of Stobo on the 28tb. Mr John 
Milne of Newlands to preach and Mr Qoldie 
to preside. Mr Macvicar to preach on 
Sunday first and serve the edioL P. 
Macvicar, Moderator >ni«in; A. J. Murray, 
Clerk. 
Okdikation of THB Rev. Mk Cbuiokshank. 

1891, September 28. The edict appolntms 
Mr Oruickshank's Ordination was returned 
attested as having been duly served. 

Intimation was theu made at the most 
patent door of the Church that the Presby- 
tery were now met and ready to receive- 
objectiona if any to the life and doptrine of 
Mr Cruickshuik, but none appeared; and' 
the Presbytery proceeded to the Ordination. 
Mr John Milne of Newlands occupied the 
pulpit and preached from 1 Peter ii, 9. 
Thereafter the Moderator called upon Mr 
Cruickshank and put to him the Questions 
ordained to be put to those previous to 
Urdination ; to which he returned satisfactory 
answers. Mr Cruickshank was then by 
solemn prayer and imposition of hands of 
the Prrabytery set apart to the Office of the 
Holy Ministry and admitted to the pastoraL 
ohu^ of Stobo Churoh and parish. 

The Moderator then addressed suitable 
exhortations to the Minister and people. 
After Divine Servic« Mr Cruickshank sub. 
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flcribed the formula jireaoribed by Act of 
Assembly 1889, and hia name was added to 
the roll of the Preebyterj. 



He WKH bom at Dyoe in 186L; graduated tt 
Aberdeen Daivendty M.A. 1882, B.D. (with 
Hoaoora) 1885; Licensed by Preabyteiy of 
Fordoun 1885; AMiataat Minister nt Ellon 
1886; Auiatant Hinieter at Arbro&th 188?; 
Ordained by Presbytery of Peeblea 1891. 

1891, October 24. Intimated reaignation 
«B in elder of Hr Alexander Blackwood who 
waa remoTiog to Bn({Und. Rreceivad witii 
regret. Hr Blaclcwood waa an artiat of 
ontatanding originality and technique; some 
<rf his sketches appear in this Book. 

1891, December S. There are 17 BabbaUi 
Scboob, with 1211 schoUrs, and 134 toaohera 
4U)d 239 adults within the Bound). 

£2275 have been collected for teligioiu, 
fihuitable, and educational purposes within 
the Bounds. 

ISSii, April 24. There are 118 members, 
-of whom 82 took the Communion. An 
-organist engaged at £20 per annum. 



1892, October 26. The Presbytery agree 
to recommend 1 1 the Assembly the Scheme 
suggested by the Rev. Mr Uac vicar of 
Manor, that "Every Presbytery shall send 
one l£nister for every four Ministers in a 
Presbytery, and for a put of four; and one 
«lder foi every six, and a part of six." 

1893, March 29. There are 17 Sabbath 
Schools, with 1224 scholars, and 132 teacheiB 
And 336 adults within the Bounds. 

1893, April 19. £2i09 have been oolleeted 
for religioua, eduoalional, and charitable 
purpooes within the Bounds. 

1SS3, Hay 14. Death of the Bev. John 
Bell Lorraine, B.D., Minister of Peebles. 

1893, July 8. Third Annual Festival of 
the Choir TJoion. 

8 Communioanta in 

1894, March 8. There are 18 Sabbath 
^hools, with 1246 scholars, and 141 tesohers 
and 376 adults. 

1894, April 26. There have been collected 
for religiiius, education -U, and charitable 
objects, £---093 8a. Id. 



1895, March 14. There are 18 BMbatk 
bohools, with 1282 scholars, and 136 te«cbon 
and 392 adults within the Uounda, 

1695, April 26. £9009 10a. lid. waa 



collected for religious, charitable, and edu- 
cational purpooes within tjie Bounds. 

Collections for all the Schemes have been 
made in all the parishes ekcept three, in 
which there has been a failure to collect for 
one Scheme. 

Hr Tellowleea, the Itev. Mr Maovicar 
(HsDOr), and Kev. Mr Murray (Bddleetone), 
00- operate in oompleting the Benefice 
B^pstsr. 

1896, October 39. The Chnroh of Peehlea 
celebrates the 700^ anniversary of the 
Dedication of Ht. Andrew's Church, Peebles. 

1806, Blarch 19. There are 18 Sabbath 
Schools, with 1280 scholars, and 126 teachers 
and 337 adulte within the Bounds. 

1896. July 3. The Minister of Bddlestone 
oeaaes to be Presbytery Clerk after twenty- 
six years of otSoe. 

1896, November 9. I.*t8 Members in 
Stobo Church. 

1897, March 11. There an 3967 Hemben 
with the Bounds. 

The sum cf £3999 4s. 3d. was collected for 
religious, charitable and educational objects. 

There are 18 Sabbath Schools, with 1327 
sohotars, and 134 teachers, and their contari- 
bations amounted to £60 7b. 4d. 



£69 6s. 3d. is the atnonnb of Ohristiaa 
Idberality of the Congregation for the [»»• 
ceding year. 

DuMoiri) JuBiLU or Quun Vioioru. 

1897, June 30. Than 
Ute Kantond Jubilee o 
all the Chorohes. 

1B97, December 21. Total cnntrihntaous 
for the Schemes of the Church, £82 10s. 9d. 
Appoint the Olerk to write to the a^ts of 
lues Williamson of Cardrons t«quest>ingtbat 
a Tolnme uf the Kirk Session Reoords of 
Btobo understood to be in the Librarr of 
Cardrons House be returned to the Kirk 
Session. 

1898, March 17. Remarks are made under 
this date in the Reoords of the Presbytery, 
concerning the methods of keeping the Kirk 
Session Records <if the various parishes. No 
remarks are made upon those of Stobo. 

There are 41 17 Communicants on the rolls. 
£2692 ]9s. 4d. was the sum ooUeoted within 
the Bounds. 

There sni 18 Sabbath Schools, with 130 
teachers; and 1266 scholars, and 8. Biblq 
Classes with 315 members, and £42 lis, lid. 
irss the sum collected. 

1898, Mn 4. Oommnnioa Pbte Ibo be 
insured for £80, and ths organ fur £70. 
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Tbne are 18 Sabbsth Sohoolo, with 1S3 
toacherB, and 1229 Boholars; also with 8 
Bible Clusee with 341 msmb«n; and the 
wun collected ww £63 U. 10^ 

Benutks on the Kirk Seasion Reoorda and 
Duoohial redaten ooour nnder thia date. 
None upon Stobo. 

1899, June 18. The Session considering 
the PronounoemeBt of the Looal OoTemmeat 
Board as to Ohoroh CoUectioni reeolTed 
after thia jear to withold the annual payment 
of three guineas to the Pariah CounoiL 

1889, December 26. Number on RoU, 
170. 

Eight guineas and also £3 collected for 
the widows and orphans of soldiers in the 
South African War. 



1900, Febrnar; 15. There are within the 
Bounds 4169 Membersi £3193 7s. 9M baa 
been collected by the congregations for til 
purpuses. 

1908, Blarch 22. There are 18 Sabbath 
Schoula in the Presbytery, with 131S 
■oholars, and 138 teAchen; also 8 Bible 
Olasses with 344 meiobers; the ooUections 
amount to £70 Ss. SJd. 

UnoK OF THB Unitbd Prbbbytbuan 

Ohusoh of 1847 WITH THi MiUoKiTT 
OF TBI Fbu Cbitxch of 1843. 

1900, October 31. Thia Union formed 
what is called at present the United Free 
Church. The minority of the £Vee Ohurdi 
which declined union with the UP. Church 
waa formed of twenty-four Uioiaters and 
three Elders originaUy, but increased later. 

1104 CoDgregotions of the Free Church 
united with 694 congregations of the U.P. 
Ohuroh, repreeentang 296,086 Communicants 
«f the Free, with 1MI,089 Communioanta of 
the U.P. Chumh. 

The total amounted to 1608 Gongragationa, 
iwreaenting 494,174 members, euluding 
MlliereDta. 

The Free Chnroh minority, poptdarfy 
called "The Wee Frees." appealed to the 
Oonrt of SaaeioQ tu declare tliem to be the 
legtl Free Church of SauGlnnd, 

In the Out«r Court the case was decided 
.against the Free Church. The case was then 
.carried on a Ueolaiming Note to the ^eoond 
DiTision of the Appellate t>ection of the 
Court of Session, where the three Judges 
opanunously decided again against the Eym 
Church. 



The case was finally appealed by the Free 
Church to the House of Lords where Uie 
case was heard in 1903. 

The case having been argued, the Judges 
were preparing theirdecisions when suddenly 
Lord Sluud died. His decision bad been 
written out and wis favourable to the TJnited 
Free Church. His opinion therefore if 
delivered aloug with those of the other 
Judges, would have left the Bench equally 
divided. In that case, the judgment of the 
Court of Session would have also become the 
finding of the higher tribunal against the 
Free Church. 

A rehearing of the whole cue was 
rendered necessary, which began on June 0, 
1904, before the remaining I^rda, with the 
addition of the Lotid Chief Justice and other 
two Lords. 

On August 2 the decision waa given — five 
Judges — Halsbory, Alverstone, Dav^* 
James, and Boberteon declaring in favour of 
the Free Chnroh, while two— Lindley and 



KieeOhb 



of the property formerly held by that body 
nnor to 1900. This amounted to over 
£1,000,000 sterling in invested funds, aa 
well as Colleges at home and abroad, mission- 
ary buildings all ovor the world, and all 
those Cburohee and Haoses in Scotland 
which had not special clauses in their Trust 
Deeds. 

The Free Church offered to delay taking 
»sion until. July 1905, if only the United 
Ohhrch would give a guarantee that 
nothing would be taught in their Collwes or 
Oburohes contrary to what the Free ChuMh 
olaimed as its distinctive principlee. 

This the U.F. Church refused to do. 
Accordingly the Free Church demanded and 
was awardM by the Courts, the New College* 
the Assembly Hall, the Church Offices, and 
about eighty Churches. Compromiiie having 
failed, &e Oovemment appointed a Bo^ 
Commission to eut^uire into the whole 
matter. This Commission sat during Janu- 
aiy and February 1906, and reported fully 
on the questions Wore them. 

On their Beport the Qovemment intro- 
duced a Bill into Parliament which speedily 
paowd botii Houses, under which an Execu- 
tive Committee was appointed to which the 
property w*s all transferred, for the purpose 
of making a just and suitable distribution (d 
it between the two Ohurohea. 

This has now (190?) been duly efieoted, 
and thus it has come to peas tlwt the recently 
constituted United Free Church has been 
gifted and endowed by Act of Parliament 
with the greater x>art of ihe buildingn and 
other possessions of the "Wee Frees," the 
undouiited lineal and doctrinal representative 
of the Free Church of 1843 of' Welsh and 
Chalmen) 
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To thi« Act a Chose was ilao insetted 
giving power to the Ohnroh of Sootland to 
alter ite Formula o£ Sabscription to tbe 
Weatminster ConfeasioD of Faith. 

1901, January 27. Memorial Services ia 
coDneetioa with the death of Queeu Victoria. 

1901, February 14, Address sent to King 
Edward by tbe Presbytery, of Condolence 
and Loyalty. 

1901, Februnry 1*. There are 4188 mem- 
bera within the Hounds. 

£2654 3a. 0^. has been coUected within 
the Bounds. 

l&Ol. March 21. There are 18 Sabbath 
Schools iQ the Presbytery, with 1146 
scholars, and 134 teachers; also 1 Bible 
Claases with 262 members; the collections 
amount to £64 4h, lOid. 

1901, June 2. Death of Sir G. Graham 
Montgomery of Stanhope, Laird of Stobo. 

1901,June25. The Kirk Session resolved 
to put on record itq deep sense of regret at 
the death of Sir G. Graham Monl«omery 
Although he was not a member he was a 
good friend of the Church of Scotland He 
restored Stobo Church in 1863 at his own 
expense snd contributed liberally to the 
Schemes of the Church. He was a frequent 
worshipper with the congregation and in all 
thinga comported himself as a Christian 
gentleman. 

178 names on the Communion Roll, 96 of 
whom partook of the Communion. 

1901, December 18. ITie Session propose 
to approsch the postmaster to have the 
Sunday delivery of Letters in the parish 
discontinued. 

1908, February 18. On account of the 
prospect of strong opposition, the Session 
resolved to take no further steps regardinB 
Wie stoppage of the Sundsy delivery b! 

A strong effort to bo made to stimulate 
Ohr^tian liberality m the Congregation to 
the Schemes of the Church, Jk. 

Buunda 4320 members. 

There haa been collected £3149 Ha, ftld. 

There .re la 8.bb.ih School, in th, 
Preebjtery mth 1234 echohm, and 133 
to.ohenj aUo » Bible Claew. with 490 
M7°i»"4d «■"«'»■» t«" "mounnd to 

1902, June 8 Thmkaji^g Seniee, for 
Iho concluiionot Peace at thS clc« of the 
wftr in South Africa. 

h IT' /J" 'i:, ■■■?«~«ry Service, on 
behalf of King Edwarf iiroatr.ted by deadly 

Krhrssn" "■'•"" """"■"• 

.,rkitr0.renaU^r™ ■"*"»"-■ 



1902, October 32. The Kitk Session have 
already adopted the Hymnary. 

1902, December 18. 181 names on the 
Boll, of whom 105 partook of Communion, 
Ust ocoasion; and 134 in the course of the 

1903, February 26. There are 4411 
Communicancs. £2664 was collected in the 
Bounds. There are 20 Sabbath Schools in 
tbe Preabyte^, with 1161 scholars, and 130 
tescbers. 8 Bible Classes with 491 members; 
the collections amounted to £57 ISa. 1^. 

1904, Febrnary 25. There are 4481 mem- 
bers. £2463 lis. Id. collected. 

There aie 20 Sabbath Schools in th« 
Presbytery, with 1199 aoholars, and 128 
teachers; also 8 Bible Classes with 498 
members. £65 9s. 6d. has been collected. 

1904, December Id. £26118. l^collected 
for the Schemes of the Church during the 
year in Stobo, 

176 names on the Roll, of whom 140 
partook onoe during the year. 

Five tons of coal to be distributed among 

1906, February, The total giviugs in the 
Presbytery including seat-rents up to Decem- 
ber 31 amounted to £2S76 Os. 13d. Com- 
municants, 4331. 

There are 19 Sabbath Schools in the 
Presbytery, with 1278 scholars, and 128 
teachers; abo 8 Bible Classes with 183 males 
and 305 females. £49 6s. lOd. was the 
amount coUected. 

1906. Parish of Stobo:— Population in 
1901 was 401; the Minister is the Rev. J. R. 
Cruickshsnk, B.D.; he was ordained in 
1891; there are 181 Communicanta in con- 
nection with the Parish Church. The 
stipend is £2U4. 

Ordkr Of Sbkvice in Stobo Chubob, 
Twentieth Oiwtuby, 

Psalm. 

Prayer— Invocation, Confession, Petitions 
for Pardon and Peace. Supplications. 

Old Testament Lesson. 



Prayer— Thanksgiving, and the Lord's 

Hrayer. 
Hymn. Sermon. Hymn. 
Pray er— In Cercessory . 
Proclamation of Banns of Marriage. 
Intimations. Offertory by l»g. 
Paraphrase, Benediction. 
Sabbath School, 11 a.m. 



Bible Class at 6 p.m. every Sunday (eicept 
the first of the month) during the winter ~ 
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KoUa— U will have been observed that the 
Bev. John R. Cruichiibaok is enum^ted 
oiiteenth minister of Stobo ninoe the Be- 
formatioD of IMtO, He ii acttiaUj, howevsr, 
the leth; Ur Booth the Mth; Ur Robertson 
the 13th; Mr Blake tliu ISth; Mr Edgar the 
11th; MrKer the 10th; and Hr Boird the 
Mh. At this point ttie name of Hr Robert 
Liiing interreaes. He Waa howsrer a^n>- 
batitmir only, and at the time waa mit or- 
dained. It was he who acted as Ixuui lenttu 
in Stobo at the various periods of SospenBion 
H>d Deposition of the second Hr BusmQ. 
He aannot however t>e enumerated properly 
•a a Minister of Stoboj though it ia the 
accidental inolusion of his nnme after that of 
Mr RnsEell, which bas had the eSeot of dis- 
twbing the proper enumaration of the Min- 
ietera' names. From thia point brckward, 
the enumeration is correct, — MrRusBell, 8th; 
Mr RuBsel, 7th; Mr BoUo, eth; Mr Flemini;, 



The Nbw Catiohuu. 
1907, June. It ia not designed to super 
sede the distinctive catechism officiall; recog' 
nised by the several Churches Cor the in- 
stmction of their own children. It is issued 
as stutoble for uaa in schools where children 
of various L'hurcbee are taught toother. 
The Shorter Catechism, however, is atill gen- 
ftrally used in our public schooLi. There are 
man; omissions which will commend them- 
selves to its readers. It tells us thai God 
created the heavens and the earth and all that 
is therein. It does not say as the Shorter 
Catechism does, that Qod made all things of 
nothing in the space of six da^. Nor does 
it say that God created man in Vnowledge, 
righteousnesH, and holineHs; nor that Ood en- 
t^ed into a covenant with man upon oondi' 
tion of perfect obedience; nor that, as that 
covenant was brokua by the eating of the 
forbidden fruit, all mankind sinned with 
Adam and fell with him in his first trans- 
gression. It does not say that all mankind, 
by the fall, are under the wroth and curse of 
God, or by it made liable to death and the 
pains of hell for ever. Nor does it say that 
Ood, oot of his mere good pleasure, from all 
eternity elected some to everlasting life, 
^Die oiA theology, in so far as it relies to otir 
first parents and the fall and consequences, is 
altogether ignored. Naturally, thraefore, it 
■ayanothing of our Lord Jesus Obrist being 
required iB order to deliver the elect out oi 
their state of sin and misery, and to bring 
Uiem into a state of salvation by a Redeemer, 
to undergo the wrath of Ood, or-of their b»- 
ing accepted aa righteous in the sight of Ood 
for the ri(^t«oaBneas of Christ impntad to 
tiieni. Nothing is said in tbe N«v Catechism 
erf any reantreetion <A the body, whwraaa in 
the Snorter Oateohiam we ar« told that while 
tbe aonla of believers are at their death made 



perfect in holiness and do immediately psas 
into glory, their bodies rest in their graves 
till the resurrsction, and are then raised iip 
in glory. Nor does the New Cstechiam say 
much at)OUt the way of solvation. It tells OS 
that we need aalvittion bec>iuBe wo are sinners, 
and that repentance and faith on oor part are 
fcQuited. we are to turn from sJn to Gotf, 
end we are to believe in Jesus Christ as ahle 
and witling to save ns, and to rely upon Him 
alone for »klvitian; and that we are ennUed 
to repent and believe by the Holy Spirit, fet 
whose hdlp we ought to pray. It may 60 
added that while the New Catechism sayta 
that God abhors everything that is sinfal, it 
does not say, as the Shorter Catecbinn does, 
that ti/try sin deienetk God's tiiratk and curse, 
btth in thii 1^ tnut that whUh it le cam*. 

There ore some omisaions in tbe New 
Catechism which many will regret. The 
first answer in the Shorter Catechism is— 
" Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him for ever,'' That answer does not 
reappear in the ^ ew Catechism. There will 
be a general feeling of regret that tbe answer 
to the question — "What do the Scriptures 
principally teach T is omitted, being " The 
Scriptures principally teach what man has to 
believe concerning Grod, and what duty Qod 
requires of man." And probably vary many 
will wish that tbe answer to the questinn— 
" What is God?" had been allowed to remain 
as it was in the Shorter Catechism with the 
alteration of a single word. "God is a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, nnd unchangeable 
in Hia being, wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, lBt)t, and truth." In answer to tbe 
question — "How do wa learn about God?" 
mention is made of oonsdenoe and of God's 
works in nature, as well as of His Holy 
Word : but there is no mention of His Ways 
of Providence, by which from one generation 
to another men are learning much of God's 
oharocter and will. 

The odditiona towards tbe dose of Uie 
New Catechism, which is really shorter and 
simpler than could have been expect«d from 
such a combination of workers, will generally 
be r^;arded as decided improvements. In 
the prefatory note the New Catechism is 
spoken of as " embracing each teaching in 
t£e facts and doctrines di Christianity aa 
might be acoepbsbla to all the branches of 
the Ref mined Chnnih." 

Thi Niw FoBHoiia. 

1907, July. The following is the Formula 
to be sent down to Fresbyteriea from the 
General Assembly of the Church of t<ootland: 
— •'! hereby subaoribe the Coufeesioa of 
TaiUi, thepublioond avowed Confeasion of 
the Chnivh, approved by former General 
Avemblies aa most atreeMile to the Word of 
Ood, aod ratified by Parliament in the TMr 
1690, deelaring that / Mmm fA« JC^^MW^ Aul 
Ourtat ttl ftrtk, to whidi I wUl adhwa.' 
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Fiom what has been Mud it mmj be tliou^ht 
thkt there will be liitle difficulty in adhenng 
to the Reformed Faith if ita facte and doo- 
trinea are, even in a general may, set forthin 
the Kew Oateohiem. 

1907, July. Tax UnrrsD Ffiu Chdboh 
or 1900, endowed by Act of Farliament out 
^ the funds of the Tree Churoh of 1843. 
The United Free Church received four hun- 
dred and fifty-three thousand pounds belong- 
ing to the Free Church of Welah and OhJ- 
mers; while the remanent *' Wee Frees," ae 
they were called, ware allotted tliree hundred 
and ten thousand pounds of their own moniea. 
The details follow :~ 

Prksektatioii 

1907, Auinisr. Stolto Church bae been 
presented by Mr and Mrs F. K. S. Balfour 
of Dawyck with a beautiful set of lamps — 



U.F, Ch. Free Ch. 

Fund. Toul. Share Share 

Aged MiQiKen, jC'TCres j^'4I.79S ji3S.«M 

SuileotatfiM 166,718 66,718 100,000 

Home Hiadoo... 35,475 '5^75 30,000 

H. and Iilandi... 16,607 <^^ IO,000 

Forriga Hianans 184,631 159)631 3SiO00 

Spedai Fnods ... 138,933 63,933 66,000 

•*««:"« ■ 14.464 464 '4.000 

Cert. Ltffimt... 40.000 

Total, ;i733i6l3 ;6453.«" £3>o,<xo 

OF Lamps. 

six of Italian 16th oentni; work, and tiie 

others copies by Shirley. 
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R«*. J. R, Cniickih»nk and his mottacr, ! 
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FROM STBU. TO STOBO— THE 
OHBJSTUN SUCCESSION. 

Jmub Ohsibi, a.d. 33. PreMhes in Sttw. 
TwKLTa AfOBXLM. Sbtbxxt Duoiplu. 
Paui. at Borne. 

Ohsdius Soldiibi in tbe Rohan Abkt, 
OHUBnAS SoLDiBBS in Oaul and Bbitain. 
NiGHoLAfl at Peebles; Uaitjred a.d., 296. 
SoMAH SoU)iBBS at Hall Lihb, Peeblea- 



NiHiAN, died a.b. 432. (Oallowar). 

SimrANDH at Culrosa A.n, 462. 

SiSTi«BRN or Mdhoo his foster eon. a.d. 
618-603. Bishop of aiaagoir and Mission- 
ary to the Borders. (>t. Mungo's Kirk in 
Stobo, Peebles, £ddIestone, && 

Hkxlui. Arch Druid, oonveited hj Kai^- 
gera; a-d. 603. 

CiTTHBBKT, A.D. 687, (St. Cuthbert's Kirk 
at Drumelder.) 

Pbtrk The Doan of Stobo. ad. 1176-1199, 

PiTBK The Dean of Cludeadale, same period; 
probably the astna. 

Piras The Dean had a son, David bis beir; 
1180-1203. 

KioHAiL Soot, 1180. 

Obboobt tbe Panon of Stobo, a.d. ISOS- 
1207. 

BiOKABD the PftrsoQ of Stobo, a.d. 1208' 
1814. 



Ttait, Vioar of Stobo. a.d. 1268. 

Ytak, Deaa of PMblea and LanaA, dates 

his citation from Stobo, and is probably 

the same. a.d. 1376. 
HiOBABL of Dundee, Pnrson of the Ohnroh 

of Stobo, A.D. 1296; he swore fealty to 

Kin)[ Edward of England. 



OiLCHBIR HOBB, A.D. 1347. 

" S None* Awil, 134?. To Robert de Den, 
coUeotw in Sootiaitd, Raaervation of the 
Oanonry and Prebend of Stobo in Qlugow 
about to be void by Gilohrist Hare b^ 
taking hiniaalf to a militAry life, notwith- 
standing that Den has Uie Ohnroh of 
liaton in the Diooeee of St. Andrews, and 
a Oanonry and Prebend of Daskeld." 



" 8 Idea liuzust 1368, Provision to Out de 
Ruppe of tne Oanonry and Prebend of 
StODoe in Qlsseow void by the death of 

Rnkarf lia Ttnn "■ 



Robert de Dan. 
Jambs Stbwabt, a.d. 1379. 

" Ides November 1379, Petition of John 
de Oanon, Priest, H. A., licentiate in 
Canon and Civil Law, for the Oanonry vid 
Prebend of Stobo in Olaagow, void by the 
death of Jamee Stewart, or by that of the 
Cardinal, Chaplain, Collector, or Sub-Col- 
leotor, or other Minister of tbe Apostolic 
See, notwithstanding that John baa Gan- 
onries and Prebends of Moray and Aber- 
deen, the Church of Rathen, in the Diooeee 
of St. Andrews. Grantod. Avisnon." 
(The foregoing quotations are taken from 
the Calendar of Papal Registers end 

Jobs dr CAMOh, a.d. 1379, mentioned 

Sir Anduw Hoinltx. End of 14th cen- 
tury. VicM. 
Uastbb Thiwas BrawABT, a.9. 14S6. 

Prebendary of Stobo. 
Sib Jomr Rud, a.d. 1473. Ooortier of 

King James, II., III., IV. 
AdaM Colquhoux. Pcebendary, A.D. 1633. 
JoBH CoLQcaoDH, Vicar, a.d. 1623. 
Sib Nukax Dodqlas, Vicar, a.s. 1C64. 
BoBRBT DoDOLAB, Vioar, a-d. 1666. 
Sib Thomas Nbiuoh, Ohaplain and OoiBte, 

A.D. 1656. 
Jqbw OouquHOUN, Rector, a.d. 1660. Last 

Roman Oatholic Olargynian, 
Jambs Stbwabt, 1674. Reformed Minister. 

Thomas Neilaon, Reader, 1S?6; probably 
the same aa Sir Thomas Neilson referred 
to above, adopts Reformed Religion. 

Bobert Dont^laa, Vicar, 1680. 
Adam Hbfbitbn. 169S. Presb^terianism. 

Died October 1602, after a ministry of ten 



Abchibaid Row, from Drumelsier, M^ 8, 
1603. Piesbyterinnism, then E^uscopacy. 
Died 161S, aged 47, after fifteen years' 



TaoMAS Hoa, A.M., from South Leith, 
February 26. 161U. Episcopacy. Died 
1639, after twenty years' minirtiryin Stobo. 

Pathiok Fuxuia, A.U., October 2, 1640. 
Presbyterian Aod Oovenanter. Died Feb- 
ruary 13, 1S82, aged about 69, after forty- 
two yean' mimstiy in Stobo 

Wiluam Bouo, A.H., from Dawiok. Bpis- 
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oopalian. 1682. Deprired September \ 
1689, after eevea years' ministrjr in Sbobo. 

WnjJAH TtcsBUL. Preabyterian. Huch 
32. 1689. Died Augnst, 16M, aftweleren 
years' ministry in Stobo. 

Wnjdiit Rdbsill from Horham. Breaby- 
terisa. April 29, 1701. Died Much IS, 
1733^ after thirty-two years' miBiatrr in 
Stobo. ' ' ' 

JOHK Baird, PresbyteriAB, Marott 21, 1734. 
pied April 4, 1795. Father of the Ghnzctt, 
in his ^;hty-Bixth year, after sixty one 
years' minisUy in Stobo. 

AlAXU<DBR Esa, Preebytarian. November 
9, 1787. Died March 30, 1.M2, aged 65, 
after fifty-five years' ministiy in Stobo. 

AiAXAKDiB Bdoab, Predbyteriao. Novem- 
ber 17, 1837. Bied May 21, ISfiO, aged 
fifty-aiz, after twelve years' miniatrr in 
Stobo. ' 

Jahu L. Busk, M.A. Presbyterian. 
September 19, I860. Translated to Lang- 
ton, October 10, 1867, after seventeen 
years' ministry in Stobo. 

John R, Bobbbtson, Presbyterian. Jaooary 
16, 1868. Died Maroh 26, 1871, aged 30. 
after three years' ministiy in Stobo. 

John L. Booth, Presbyterian August 11, 
1871. Died AEay 13, 1891, aged 46, af(«r 
twenty yean' ministiy in Stobo. 

John R. Obdickbhakk, B.D., Fnebyterian. 
September 28, 1891. 

APPENDIX. -n. 

ram 80CHTOSH OHUBOH. 

British Church (Kentigem) Seventh Oen- 

Bomish Church (Queen Margaret) 11th 
Century. 

Reformed Chanh (John Enox) 1660. 

PresbyterianiBm 1S60.1672. 

Compromise of Preabyrerianism with 
Bpisoopacy 1672, resulting in "Tnloh«" 
Bishops. 

Tulchan Episoopacy ends, 1680. 

Bpisoopacy comos in again, 1684. 

Presbyterknism established »fta twenty 
years' struggle, 1592. 

The first genuine XpisoopMy 1610-1688, 
ended by Jenny Qeddes. 

OivetHuited Preebyterianism, I«W-16ei. 

9eopnd Bpisoopacy (Oharlea H) ie61-lW9, 
«Med hy the RerolnUni. 

Aesbyterianism ertablished hs 1!h» Re- 
Tolntion Settlement 1690, reeullbg in tba 
Obunb ot BooUand of tiie pfUentdly. 



The Reformed hesbyterlans OP Cameron- 
ians were those who did not oome into the 
Preebyteriaa Church of Scotland in 1690, 
but remained out. ^beir Majority united in 
1876 with the F:^ Chilnh of 1S43; ibeir 
Minority continues aa the Reformed Presby- 
teriana. 

Some of the Bpisoopalians refused to join 
the Presbyterian Church of Scotland and 
remained out in 1690; these became the 
parents of the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

(]>, Tlie Church of Scotland gave off ia 
1733 The First Secesaion. Erskina, Mon- 
crieff, Wilson. Fisher, Hre the names associ- 
ated With it. It was partly Dootxinid^ 
partly anti^Patronaga. 'I'hase formed The 
Associate Presbyte^ of 1733 at Gaimey- 
bridge, and later Toe AssociAte Synod ai 
1746. 

The Associate Synod of 1745 suffered from 
a Breach in 1747. lb divided into Assocsate 
or Burghers, and General Associate or Anli- 
BuKgheCB. 

The Associate or Burghers divided in 1799 
into Uld Lights, called also Oiig^tal 
BuigtieEB. also Original Associate Synod, 
and into Naw Lights. 

^e Qeneral Associate Synod or Anti- 
Burghers divided in 1806 into Old Idghts, 
called also the tJonstitutional Awociate 
Presbytery, and into New Lights. 

Burghers and Anti-Burahers united ilh 
1820 and formed The United Associate 
Synod. It give off in 1841 the Morisonians. 

{S). The Church of ticotUnd t^ve oS in 
1762 The R^ef. This Was relief agaiiMt 
^itioiuge and. tiie. intrunon of Ministers. 
It is associated with the name of QiUespie. 
The Presbytary of Relief was formed at 
Colinsbutgh in 1761. 

The United Associate Synod of 1B20 
united with The Belief of 1762 in 1847 and 
formed the United Presbyterian Church. 

(3). The Church of Scotland in 1843 Ave 
off The Kree Gbureh of the so-called Dis- 
ruption, The Majority of tbe Free Chorch 
unit«d in 1900 with tfae United PresbyteiiaD 
Qhoreh of- 1847 to form the United Free 
Ohunh. 

The Mini^ty of the Free Ohorcb con- 
tunes. 

The Ecolesiastdoal position tn Scotiand 
therefore stands thus :~ 

(ij The Church of Scotland, of unbroken 
oonhnnity from the days of Eenti^m, re- 
formed br the iufluenoe of Enoz and Hel- 
rille. An«r three and a halt MntnriM the 
^urch is endeavouring to realise th« id e als 
of EAox, in Oritx, QoTMvmvat^ Mtd 
fSocial Bdorm- Shets Free ftom MaWin- 
tatlelMtice; she is VdUttur in h« n ' ' 
ancei she Is popoUt ill Huotton. 
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(2) The Refotmed Presbytermiis, or Cam- 
eroniona. Theeo form a remnant, descended 
fcom the Coveaauted Cburoh of Scotland, 
persaouted during the Second Episcopacy. 

(3) The Scottish EpiBcopalians. These 
are descended from the members of the 
Church of Scotland in her Episcoiia! phase, 
who, like the preceding, refused tne Revol- 
ution Settlement. 

(4) The Free Choroh, a remnitiit of the 
Secession of 1843. 

(5) The United Free Church of 1900. 
(United Presb^riauB with Free Church 
Majority.) 

(6) The Roman Catholics, representing . 
the pie-Reformation phase of the Church of 
Scotland. Parte of the Hijjhlands and of 
Dumfriesshire were not touched by the Re- 
formation of 1560. 

(7) Smaller Sects. These are a remnant 
of the Church of the Original Secession of 
Eiskine (1733). There are also Uorisoniaiis 
from the United Secession in 1841i also 
Baptists; also Glassites from the* Church of 
Scotland, &c. 

This Table has been drawn up fur the 

fuidaoce of those who deaire to see a United 
'ederated Church of Scotland. Such a 
Church could be formed on the lines of the 
First EpiscDpacy, when Bishops were subject 
to the General Assembly; when Presbyteries 
had a IMshop as perpetual Moderator; when 
the Directory might be used or not according 
to pleasure; when Presbyterian Orders were 
accepted as valid by EpisocipaliauB; when 
Divine Service was actually conducted pre- 
cisely the same as it is in the Church of 
Peebles at the present day, 

APPENDIX m. 

PRESBTTERr REOORDS-1907. 

Vol. 

1. 1696, Ootobei 11, to 1636, June 8. 
(Blank 1606, September 26, to ISlt), March 
6, II years.) 

Interval from 1636 to 1649, 23 years. 

2. 1649 to 1688, May. (Interval in this 
Book 1684-7. 

3. 1688, Marah 22, to May 4, 1692. 

4. 1692, May 18, to November, 1, 1699. 

5. 1699, May 5 (« Til "), to 1716, Octo- 
ber 31. 

6. 1716, November 6, to 1726, June 23. 

7. 1726, Anguflt 3, to 1734, April U. 

8. 1734, May 29, to 1752, October 6. 

9. 1762, December «, to 1766, May 4. 

10. 1765, June 6, to 1780, AprU 19. 

11. 1780, June 14, to 1818, October 14. 

12. 1818, December 9, to 1867, October 
1«. 



13. 1867, November 20. 



APPENDIX IV. 
KIRK SESSION RECORDS OF STOBO. 



1. Register of the Kirk Session of Stobo 
from July 28, 1764. It ends on June 18, 
1843. 

2. Acoounts of the CoUectioos for the 
poor, and Debursemente since the 7th day 
of June 1754 to July 1815. 

3. Accounts of Collections and Deburse- 
mente 1616 to August 1849. 

4. Session Minute Book September 5, 
1850, to date. 

5. Register of Births and Deaths from 
1783-1819 and Register of Marriages from 
1TS3-1818 are in the custody of the Registrar 
Oeneral. Register of Births and Marriages 
ffoin 1820-64, and Register of Deaths from 
1820-1848 are in the custody of the local 
Ref(iBtrar. 

APPENDIX V. 

References lo the Hauee of Stobo in 
Glasgow, and to the Hector. 

1558, August 30. Manse of the Rector of 
Stobo in the Drygait referred to. — Glosgoir 
Protocols. 

1668, October 13. John Colquhoun, 
Rector of Stobo, witness. —Glasgow Proto- 

1650, June 11. Master John Oolquhoun, 
Rector of Stobo. — Glasgow Protocols. 

1560-1, January 28. Manse of the Rector 
of Stobo in the City of Glasgow referred to. 

Ht John Oolquhoun, Rector of Stobo, 
referred to. — Glasgow Protocols. 

1562, December 16. Precept of Sasino 
signed by William, Earl of Glencairne, in 
the House of the Rector of Stobo, Glasgow. 
— Glasgow Protocols. 

1663, August 18. Margaret Colquhoun, 
sister of Master John Colquhoun, Rector of 
Stobo. —Glasgow Protocols. 

1666, June 10. John Paterson and 
Marion Burnet, bis promised apouae, are to 

Ey 32s. to him that has the Right of our 
dy Altar in Stobo Kirk. 
1667 8, February 28. Mr Archibald 
Oolquhoun, successor of the Rector of Stobo, 

goduced a Charter whereby Mr John 
ammiltoune, Subchantor of the Uetro' 
politan Church of Glasgow, granted to him 
and hia heirs in feu ferme the lands of acroft 
containing four acres of arable land oommooly 
oalled The Subchantor's Croft. .... Also 
the Manse of the said Subohaoter now 
ruinous and falling down. 
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1670, June 17- Fatriclc Howstoiuie, 
Knight, reaizned properlieB uid Undo, 
which the Kan of Lennox nxleemed, in the 
house of the Rector ot Stobo in OlAagow. — 
Oleigow Protoools. 

1674-5, FebruaiT 21. Manse of the 
Rector of Stobo in Diygait, Qlaogow.— 
Olaago* Ptotocols. 

1673, Octobec 19. Haose of Beotor of 
fitotio mentioned in Drygsit, Oltwgow.— 
Olasgow Prutooola. 

1684-6, .lennary 21. The Bailie mve 
easine to Giles Oolquhoun, daughter of John 
Colquhoun of Kilmarkdowie, of a great tene- 
ment called the Hanse of the Biector of 
Stobo, with yaid, orohaid, Ac., in Drygait 
of QloBgow. and that on the resignation of 
Matthew Oolquhoun, her brother, and in 
name of John Colquhoun thair father 



A feu duty waa payable to Gla^ow Oollege 
of £10 Scots the same as formerly was paid 
by Mr Adam Oolquhoun to the Chaplainry 
of St Ann And there was reserved to the 
King a mid-chamber with a stable, and the 
use of the gardens when residing in the city. 
Most of thu Hanae site is now within the 
Prison Boundary. — Glasgow.Piotoools. 

1686, May II. Thomas Mills, Ohiruigeon 
and EUizabeth RoberteoD, spouses (with 
consent of John Colquhoun of Kilmarkdowie 
proprietor of the tenement from which the 
annual rent after mentioned was payable) 
sold to John Elphistoune an annual rant of 
£I0 payable furth of a Rre^t tenement, with 
yard, oichard, &o., in the Dr^ait, and that 
for £100 paid by Marion Soott on behalf of 
her son the said John. 

1655, July 17. Hie Manse of the Rector 
of Stobo then belonging to John Colquhoun 
of Kilmarkdowie. — Qla^ow Protocols. 

1656, August 19. Giles Colquhoun, 
daughter of John Colquhoun of KUmark- 
dowie, acknowledged that Wetter, her 
brother and heir of their father, had by pay- 
ment of 600 merks lawfully redeemed a great 
tenement called the Manse of the Rector nf 
Utobo, with yard, orchard, Ac., in Dry(pit. 
Glasgow Protocols. 



marriage with Bbiabeth Maxwell, resigned 
in her favour the Manse of the Heot -r of 
Skobo in Drygait. 

16U8, August 18. Manse of Stobo in 
Ohugow aouth side of Drygait.— Ghuguw 
Protooola. 

1596, August 18. Great tenement, fore 
and back, with yard, &o., called Stobo 
Manse, aouth aide of Drygait.— Glasgow 
Protooola. 



APPENDIX VI. 

Extract from the Volume on the sup- 
pressed Parish of Dawick (unpublished 1907), 
relating to the rights of tno Ministers of 
Stobo and Drumelzier. 

1743, May 36. The Rer. Mr Wallace, 
Minister of DruntelEier, reported that at the 
desire of Sir James Naeeinyth of Possii, he 
had lirought along with him an Extract of 
the Decreet of the Lords Cummissioners for 
Plantation of Kirks, and Valuation of 
Teinds, dated at Edinburgh 17th November 
1742, whereby the said Lords have sup- 

Ereased the Kirk and Parish of Dawick, and 
ave united and annexed the lands of Wester 
Dawyck and the pertinents including Sir 
James Naenmytb's mansion-house to Drum- 
elzier, and Easter Diwyck to Stobo. And 
have ordained the respective inhabitante to 
repair to these Kirki for healing the Word, 
■' Sacraments -' °'~ " -"--- 
I Worship. 

The Ministers of Drumelzier and Stobo 
have right to the stipend of Dai^ck, being 
two hundred and forty pounds Scots, pay- 
able out of Dawyck, and twenty -four bolls nf 
Meal payable out of Stobo parish, and to the 
Glebe, and grass of Dawyck equally in all 
time coming. 

The Presbytery in conseqnenoe of the 
Decree of the Lends, appoints Mr Wallace 
and Mr Baird to take charge of the respec- 
tive p^rts of Dawyck allotted to them; and 
appoints the Brethren to get into their 
custody the Silver Communion Cups that 
belonged to Dawyck, and the Churdi Bell, 
with any other Church utensils belonging to 
the same. 

1789, January 7. In the Agreement aa 
to the faning of the Glebe of the auppreased 
Parish of Dawyck, it is stated that the fonr 
acres arable and the grass soumes for one 
h^rse, two cows, and forty sheep; also the 
parHonsge and vicarage Temds are irredeem- 
Htily alienated and disponed t^j t^ir James 
Naesmyth and his heirs. The former rent 
had been £6 per annum; the feu duty was 
henceforth to be the value of twenty bolls 
of oatmeal per annum, at the rate of the 
highest fiars of oatmeal in MidloUiian. 

The symbol of the transfer was the saeient 
one of we Delivery of earth and stone from 
off the giDDnd. 
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Page 18— OhftDge 1685 into 1595. 
Page 19— Ohang* 1695 inta ISM. 
E^ge 19— Ohange 1586 into IBSS. 
Page 69— Add Robert Eliot, aen., to 1686, 
F«brnM7 3. 

Page 61— Ohange 1S76 into 1674. 



Poga 66— Ohange 1686 into 1682. 



Page 110 — Ohange 1739 into 17.S4. 
Pago 134— Change 1737 into 1837. 
Page 135 — Ohange March 38 into Blareh 
30,1842. 

Page 138— Change 1868 into 1860. 
Page 138-Ohange 1846 into 1846. 
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Adam, son of Gilbert, 


5. 




... 138. 


Adam, son of Muryn 


6. 


... 138. 


Adam de Seles, 


5. 


Rosigos, 


... 146. 


Advowson of Stobo, 


6. 


Translated 


145, 160. 


Aisle ot ^t Mary, 3, 7, 27. 66, 111 


143, 161. 


Blake, Rev. J. W. (Temple),... 


... 140. 


Alane, Robert (Newlands), ... 


... 17. 


Blank in Records 


... as. 

... 66. 


Alexander, Thomas, in Hspprew, 


8. 


Eaters by church windon 
Deprived 70; death, 71, 


, ... 66. 


Alison, Rev. Mr (Kilbuoho), ... 

Altsrstone, 

Altar of S. MaiT, 

Altar of S, Mungo, 


... 64. 


.. 159. 


... 1,5. 

7. 
7. 


Bon Pyres, 22, Peoance for, ... 
Book of Common Order, 
Booth, Rev. J. L., 

I'resentod. 

Orxiaiiied 


... 22. 

... 13. 

146, 147. 

148. 


Altar ot Burnt OfferinB. 


... 42. 


... 149. 


Apparel of Ministers, 


... 160. 
... 42. 


DeceaJsed, 

Bothwell Bridge. Battle of, ... 


163,160. 
... 63. 




... 30. 


Boundaries of tCxcambino, 


... 112. 




... 35. 


Bowing in Worship, 


... 81. 




... 42. 


Bullo— see BoUo 




Archbishop Sharp 

ArchliishopPairfouL ... 


... 57. 


Burial in Kirks 


■30. 32. 


... 5a. 




116, 160. 




... 61. 


Bums, Rev. Dr (Drumelziet),... 


135, 137. 




... 66. 


Bridals, 


38,64. 


Aimada, SpHnisfa 


... 17. 
54, 


Brownism, 


46,47. 


Army of Occupation, 

Articles. The Five, ... 


Bursar, ... 28, 61. 62, 70. 74, 75, 


77. 80, 81. 


38. 




83,111. 


Ash Trees at Manse 


... 133! 


Burghers, 


... 160. 


Assembly, First General, 


... 12. 


Cadeni 


1. 


Assembly, General 


... 36. 


Caerdon, 


1. 


Assembly of Divines, 


... 49. 


Calderwood, II., 


... 121. 




... 55. 


CaU,The, 86,104,122,132. 


Assembly, General, Restored, 


... 72. 


Canon. John de, 


... 169. 


Assembly's Shorter CHtochism, 


... HI. 


Osnuns and Constitutions, 


... 43. 


Assembly, (5 eneral— Scheme of Mr 


Cardcona, 


... 136. 


M Vicar, 


... 154. 


Carmichael, Sir Thomas, 


... 131. 


Associate Synod, also Burghal, 


... 160. 


Carstares, Bev. Principal, ... 


... 84. 


Auchtararder Case, 


133, 134. 




... 157- 


Aagustan Age, 

AuIdKirk, 


... 119. 




... 152. 


2. 


Centesima, 


80,90. 


Baiaraund de Vicci, ... 


8. 
... 109: 
-. 110. 
... 124. 
... 124. 
... 127. 
150, 160. 

a*, 27, 47. 

... IK). 
... 131. 
... 160. 
... 68. 


Chalice, Silver, 


8. 


Eaird, Bev. Mr, presented. ... 
Ordained; TT . 


Chapel of St. Mary-see Aisle, 
Chapelries of Stobo, 


... 161. 
6. 


Contribution of. 
Deceased, .. 
Absences of 

Oat of dhuroh. ;" 
Refused, 


Charity 74, 80, 100. 

See also CoUections. 

Charles 11, King 60, 67. 

Charm 101. 

Chepman. Wat 4. 

Choir CnioD, 152; Festival, ... 163, 164. 


Christin German, 6; Hermit, ... 


6. 


Christmas Celebrated, 38; Abolished, 44. 




Church, British 

Church, Reformed, 12; Soottdsh, 


... 160, 
... 160. 
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Charchlaoda Lewes, 20; Confirmed to 
Murray, 39; Church a persecutor, 
4S, Deeeorated, 45; Courts Sus- 
pended, 68; Sdow out of, 126; 
sundries, 132; Extonaiou Scheme, 
13:). See also 20, 22, 24, 27, 28, 
30, 32. 34, 37, 39, 40, 66, 69, 80. 
«6, 78, 79, 83, 99, 102, 103, 104, 
107, 111, 113, Ufi, 118. 119, 120, 111, 161. 

Church, Bomish, 2, ItiU, Ibl. 

Civil Penalties abolished, 81; Power, 

bO; War 44- 48- 

Olei^ Reserves in Cfmada, 140. 

Coal Distributed, 168- 

Coins, Ud ■ '29. 

Collation of Mr Row, ... ■■ - 30. 

GoUectionu and Contributions— For Geneva, 
34; Fire, 34; Dunfermline, 40; R^ment, 
63; for Mr Hit{bionB, 64; Priaoaers, 65; 
Turkish Priaonem, 55, Dunbar, Carsphturn, 
Widow, W; Itdinburgh Fire, 56; Holyrood 
Prisoners 56; N. Berwick, 66; Tyne Bridge, 
66; Salt Preston, 68; The Pleisance, 68; 
Blind Man, 69; Woman, o9; Harbours, 69; 
BridKes, 69; KikDamock, 60; Anorum 
Bridge, 60; Sanquhar Bridge, 80; Jedburgh 
Church. 60; Prisoner, 61; Captives, 61; 
acholars, 61; Slaves, 62, Taymouth, 62; 
beaman. 62: MontroBe, fittenweem, Grange- 
mouth, SaUor, Nesie Bridge, 64; Aberdeen 
Harbour, also Bridge at Little Gill. 65; 
Bridge of Invemesw, also I'italigo, 75; Dum- 
barton Bridge, ti5; to pay the Doctor, 66; 
Captive, 67; Jiiiled Covenanters, 71; Poor 
Man, 71; Conigsberg, 74; Mr Gordon, 74; 
Operation, 74; A. Paterson, 74; Hoor 
Studonta, 74; Fire. 74; Mrs Young, 74; 
Oaptivea, 77; Distressed in Leith, 78; St. 
Andrews, 78; Eyemouth, 78: Pater Habute, 
78; Dee Bridge, 73; Duncan Casaie, 80; 
Walter Boss, 80; German Church, 81; Canon- 
gate, 81 and 82; John Keith and Ministew, 
83; Minis'.er'a Daughter, 83; Law Expenaes, 
83; Strome Bridge, 84; Highland Boys, 86; 
Hildburghhausen, 93; Blackburn and Kil- 
madock. 94; Slave, 96, Durness and Strath- 
naber, 96; Carrickfer>{US, 100; Blind Man, 
101; New York Congregstion, 101; Duncan 
Mhor, 101; Aberbrothock, 101; Injured Man, 
Men burned out, Brampton Meeting-house, 
101; ^ewlandfl Man, 1(K; Society for Christ- 
ian Knowledge, 102; Minister's Daughteia, 
102; Banff and East Barnes, 102; for Poor 
Boy, 102; Dee Bridge, 102; Noiristoun, 102; 
St, Andrew's Barbour, 103; Anstruther, 103; 
Enzie. 103- Copenhagen, 104; Kieydan, 104; 
Injured Lad, 104; Polmont, 104; Two Aged 
Persons, ^so Duncan M'lolyre, 109; 
Stincher Bridge, 109; Koebles Fire, IIO; 
Poor Woman, also Orphan Hospital, 111; 
Poor Man, 111; Minister, 111; Poor Child, 
111- Surgeons' Hospital, 112; Dunbar, 113; 
Bobi and Villar, 113; Royal Infirmary, 113; 
Yarrow, 114; Breslan, 117; Pennyaylvanis, 
117; Eyemouth, 117: New Jersey, 117, Kelso 
Bridge, 117; Gaelic Stodenta, 117;CraiI, also 





...1612. 
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160, 




7, IS, 


m. 




» 


lav. 
7, 


16, « 


dii. 






«7i 




Stobo, 







Pennsylvania, 118; Burnt Out Fatniliea, 1 18; 
Enue, 119; Irish Students, 119; Wheeloclc's 
Academy, 120; North Esk, 121; Communion, 
121; Translating and PrintinK Gaelic Old 
Testament, 123; Royal In&mary, 123; 
Injured Man, also Seaman, 124; Communion, 
126; Royal Infirmary, 127 and 131 ; Colonel 
Qraham, 131; bchemee, 134, 136, 136, 137, 
l»e, 140, 141, 145, 147, 148, 149, 150; By 
-Boxes, 151; Schemes, 162, 154, Soldiers' 
Widows and Orphans, 165; Schemes, 166; 
Local Government Board, 166; Schemes, 166. 
Colquhoun Family, 
Golquhoun Adam, 

Rector.." 

Commissary Court, 

Communion. Deaoriptii 
continued, 49; one 
twice a year, 137; ._ . , 
Communion Cups of Peebles, 66; 
Tables. 118; Tent, 118; Peebles 
Cu[)s. 121; Fb^ons, 123; Expenses, 
126; Plate, 130; Linen, 132; Gups, 
149, 150; Plate 

Communic:ints, Young, 

List 61, 62, 147, 

Compromise, Episcopacy and 

Presbytery, 

Attempted 

Committee of Estates, 

Committee for War, 

Committee for Grievances, 

Concordat of Leith, 

Cimfession, Knoi's, 

Confesaioo, W'estminster 

Confession and Catechism Translated, 

Confession, after Oath of Purgation,.. 

Confiscation of Church Property, 

Constant Piatt 

Constitution of the Church, 

Conventicles 68, 69, 61, 63, 6«. 

Cosmungo and bis Sons, ... ... 5. 

Cospatric, Hermit of Kylbeohoo, ... 5. 

Cospatric. Romefarer, 5. 

Gosouold, Son of Muryn 6. 

CowpinK the Minister 27-28. 

Court of High Commission, 

Covenants. Seven 

Covenimt, National, 

Covenant and Prosbyterianisni, 

Covenanters at Dunae, 44; Newcastle, 
. 45; Invade England, 

Covenant, Solemn League and. 

Covenant imposed on England, 

Covenanting Ministers, 

Craig Swace, 

Cranstoun, Thomas, >•• 

Crimean War, . 

Cromwell and the Church, 60; rebukes 

the Ministers, 64; Letter to Ool. 

Hacker, 64: death of, 

CroM Kirk Pilgrimagee, 31; Beltane 

at, 26; last Cnmmunion, 

Cruioksbank, Rev. J. B., Elected, ... 



154. 



«0. 
47. 



14. 



27. 



..36-37. 



..47-49, 
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Ordained 163. 

Reourdof, ... 154, 161). 

Culloden ... lie. 

Cunyngbftme, Andivw, 20, 21, 1&9. 

Cutfibart, 2. 169. 

Dkncing — Promisonoiu, ... 53. 

Dawyck — Miniiter, 22; Minister as- 
wulted, i2; relaxed, 62; Stipend 
and (Jlebe, 162; Repentance of; 53; 
Lord Lintoa'a Marriage, 63; The 
Engasement, 53, also ... 103, 134, 

Dawiclc Benefice, 162. 

Deacona, 11> 

Dearth, 122. 

Deoeased Wife's Sister. 149. 

Decima, 93. 

Decision anent the Manor, 8. 

Declarator; Act against Alien 

Ministera. ... ... ... 53. 

Decreets,... -■ 63, 

Defence, The I ul'lio, 63. 

Defence Association, 162. 

Deminsion, Deed of, 137. 

Den, Robert de, 169. 

Uickson, Adam (Peeblee). 17. 

Directory Authorised, 47; Tran<dat«d, 61, 

Discipline, ...12, 40, 69, 70, 72, 78. 83.96, 

100, 109, lie, 120, 131, 126, 129, 134, 146. 

Diaendo'cineDt of Irisli Church, ... 147. 

Disruption (so-called) 136, 161. 

Disestablishment Bill, 162. 

Dispute regarding the Manor, ... 6. 

Divine Service, 11,36,46,46,58. 

Doctor and Operation, 74. 

Donations to Mrs Thomson, 74; to 
Student, 74. 118; For Broken Leg, 
131 ; To Ailing lAd, l!t2; Sick Child, 

132; Sailor, 133. 

Douglas Bobert, Vicar, ... 16, 169. 

Douglas, Archibald, 17; in Manor, 17, 

in Kirkurd, 17. 

Dou)(lis, Gul. Jamee, 66. 81. 

Douglas, Ninian. 169. 

Dreva. Submiesion of, 26; and the 
Thirds. 26; and Stobo Kirks, 27; 
and the Presbytery, 28; Offences of, 

29; Mnaof, 31. 

Drinking. 34, 40, 74, 79. 

Druida, 1; Temples, . 1. 

Drumoiog, Battle of, 6S. 

DrumeLder Minister, ... 63,64,70,10?. 

Dudjrn of Broughton, 6. 

Duff, Rev. Dr ... 134. 

Donbar, William, 4. 

Dunbnt, BatUe of, 54. 

Dunfermline Burned, .. 40. 

Dwarf, Black, 121. 

Eddlestone, Meeting Adjourned, ... 64. 

Eddleetone Minister, 141, 154. 

Edgar. Kev. Mr, ... 133, 134, 138, 160. 

Education 12, 149. 160. 

Edward I, 2; II, 3. 

Edward, King 166. 

Election ProMediaga, 76. 

Elders, 11, 71. 96, 134. 



Elibank Lord, 120; Hon. Nina Hurtsy, 120. 

EUiot. Rev. Mr (Peeblee), 135. 

Eliot, Rev. Mr (Linton), ... ... ft6. 

Endowment Scheme, ... .. 137. 

Engagement, The, 48-63. 

Enselmm, 2. 

Episcopacy as a Compromise, 14; rein- 
troduced, 14; futs, 15; modified, 17, 
also 36. 36, 44, 68; The Seoond. 67, 
68. 61, 68. 70; Incumbent, 73, 74; 
Suppressed. 102, in Peeblee, 102; 

also 160 and 161. 

Erections, New, 101. 

EzoambioD, 108, 112, 122. 

Exoommunioation, 23. 60, 80, 84, 101, 114. 

Exercise, 28, 61. 

Family Wonfaip, 46. 

Fast ... IB. 21. 22, 32, 39, 40, 60, 
62, 63, 54, 65. 66, 57, 69, 61, 62, 
64, 72, 77, 79, 80, 81. 82, 84, 93, 
94, 97, 101. 102, 103, 110, 111, 
114, 115, 117. 121, 122 124. 

Feithie, Rev. James. 63, 69, 70. 

Fifteen, The, ... „ 83. 

Fines 66, 57, 67, 121, 127, 132. 

Fire in Peebles, 34. 

Fleming, Rev. P., .. 46, 68, 69, 
60, 64, 66, 159. 

Football ,14,37. 

Forbes M'Kende's Bill, 140. 

Formula, 167. 

Forty.Five, The 116, 

Four Kirks of Stobo, 21, 23, 84. 26, 30, 32. 

Free Church, ... 136, 137, 156, 160, 161. 

Friendly Society, 63. 

Fugiiivea, 38, ISl. 

Glebe— Grass, Churchlands, 4, ?, 14, 
16, 17. 32, 37, 39. 63, 68, 106, 106, 
107, 108, 109, 110, ill, 112, 124, 
130, 131. 133, 147, 168. 

Grave, 121. 

Gaelic Students, 

Geddes, Jenny, .. 

Oeddes, Murder of, .. 19. 

Geddes of Kachan, 116^ 

Oenarnl AsBociate Synod 160. 

Goorgel 83. 

George HI, 118. 

Gilbert, Parson of Kylbeuhoo, ... 5. 

Gillechrist, son of Daniel, 6. 

Gillecryst, son of Huttyng, 9. 

Gilchrist More 169. 

Gillespie's Charter 56. 

Giltemihhel Quee Chutbrit, 5. 

Gillemor, son of Kercan, 6. 

Olaasites, 107. 

Qlono, 46, 47. 

Gordian ]69, 

Gowrie Coospiia^, 24. 

Great Concern (if Salvation 95. 

Gregory, Parson of Stobo, ... 2, 159, 

Gylcolin the trmith, 5. 

Oylis, son of Buht B. 

Gylmihhol, son of Bridde, 5. 

Gylmor at Duuwio, 6. 
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EkUowe'en, 


... I. 


HsndUU. 


... 54. 


Happrew, ... 


H, 66, ee. 


... 160. 


Harveet— Weather, 


... 160 


H»y, MrJohn, 


... 70. 


H»y, Mr-ProtMt« aguDst him 


... 84. 


Hay, John, younger, 


... 131. 


Hay, John 


... 1S2. 


HereaieB. 34; Bngliah, 66; Simoon, ... 103. 


Heritors and the Call, 


... 76; 


HermitB, 


6. 


Bepburn, Mr Adam 


18, 29, ISO. 


Widow of, 


... 81. 


H(^, Ber. Mr, 


38, 46. 159. 


Homlyn, Andrew, 


3.159. 


Honburgh of Harkiu, 


19,20. 


HoMburgh, R-, 


... 74. 


Humiliation, 


28,34,69. 


Honter, John, AhrlTi, 


e& 


Hymnal, 14»| Hymnuy, 


.. 166. 




7. 


India and African Co., 


,. 75. 


Indulgenoe, 


80, 61, 63. 


Infantiode, 


36,119. 


Innerleithen Kirk 


... 64. 


Inquest of Prince D«Tid, 


81,146. 
... 2,7. 


Inetittttion of Key. Ur Hog, ... 


... 39. 




... 62. 


:bitrudBi« 


... 81, 



Jamee II, lU, IV, ... 

JameeVI , 

Jeopardy of Wniston,... 
Jmts iDPsrliament^ ... 

Jouga, 

Jiuanta and Non-Jnianto, 



2,159. 



Keotigem, 

Ker, John, the Hunter, 

Ker, Mr John (Lyne), xi. 

Ker, Mr Alex 122, 123, 124, 128, 

130, 131, 132, 133, 136, 160, 

Kilbucho Minister, 22, 70. 

King, Prayer for, 121; Latter from, ... 67. 

EirUands, 106.— See Olebe. 

Kirka,... 16, 27, 34, 37, 40, 79, 101, 136. 

Kirk Seasion, No, 136. 

Kirkurd, Stone Oiiole, 1; Minister, ... 70. 

Knox, John, 14. 

Knox, Mr Robert, 70. 

iMdj Altai, 3, 181. 

Udlaw, John, Solioohnaster,... 65, 66. 

Lament for the Hakars, 4. 

Isunps, New, 166. 

laymen's Leagoe, 152. 

Uud'a Litni|7, 43; BehoMled, ... 47. 

Iikying on of Haodfl, 2S. 

Learmonth, Major, 50, 63. 

Legacy. - 132. 

Leighton, Bobert 00,01. 

LeUer from OommiaBion, 78; from tha 
King, 67; anant Utniater's Families, 
79; from AasemUy, 113. 



Libraries, 100, 

Linton and Mr Buasell, 

lithuanian Students, 

Liturgies Discarded, 

Lord's Prayer, 

Lord's Sapper, 

Larraioe, Kev. J. B., 

lome Minister, 21, 

I^e'e MiU, 

I^on, Blr (SkirUng), 63; (Peebles) ... 

Hodman's Debts, 

M'Eia, Adam, OoUeotion for, 

M'Viear, Bot. P., Scheme of 

Magna Oharta of the Ohurob, 

Manor Minister, 

Manor of Stobo, 

Manse in Ola^w, ... 8, 9, 161', 

Manses Prebendal 

Manse of Peebles in Qla^ow, 
Manse of Stobo, 8, 29, Si, 39, 79, S3, 
99, 1<>2. 103, 104, 107, 111. 113, 

Manse of Peebles Ijlxaambed, 

March, Earl of, 

Marohee of Stobo, 

Harriaf{e— Clerioal, 6, also 12, 34, 47| 
101. 

Bfarrow of Modem Divinityi 

Maraton Moor, ... 

Martyrs of Skirling, 62; PeeUes, 06; 

Tweedsmuir, • 

Mathematituan (Laidlaw), 

Mary, Queen, 

Maxwell, Lord, 

Hedioines for the Poor, ... 122, 
Mi, Chwob ftir, 68, 



HJegaat, ( 
MeidM, 



MelvillA. Andrew, 

Members within the Bounds, 164, 165, 1 

Members of Parliament (Ministers),... 

Merlin 2, 6, 7, 1 

Michael, Parson of Stebo, ... 2, 1 

Middleton (Comniiasioaer) 

Mihbyn of Dauwio, 

Mlhhyn, Bon of Edred, 

Mihhyn Brunberd, 

Hilo, Sir ComehL, 

Ministry, 

Hinistws, Reformed, 

Hinisteis:— (1) 14, (2) 18, (3) 29, (4) 
38, (6) 46, (6) 65. (7) 69, (8) 77, (9) 
109, (10) 123, (U) 134, (12) iS», 
(13) 145, (14) 148, (16) 163, see also 1 

Hiniatars, 18, 23, 36, 36, 28, 85, 37, 

67, 70, 71, i; 
Widow's Fnnd. ... 101,1 
Oran, 105, 106, 107, 108, 110, i: 

Hinisterial Comnumion, 1 

Minute, First Presbytery, 

Hianotu, 125. See alao (Mleotiooa. 

M<AtWeU, I 

Modentor, S^pisoopal, 

Hogon, 

118, 119, 131, 124, 126, laO, 1 



Montgomeries, ... 118, 120, 138. 124, 
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126, 127, 129, 130, 131, 133, 133, 

134. 136, 137, 144, .. 166. 

UoDtrose, Marquis of, 47, 63. 

Mortoloth 101, 121, 124. 

MortifioatioQ, 98. lOl, 138. 

Hurt Safes 133. 

Hungo'a Well, Field, 2. See Eeutigetn. 

Mumy, 37. 

Murray, Aatooie, 63. 

Murray of Staohope, 66. 

Mulder, 37, 38, 119. 

Neidpatb, 64. 

Neilson, Thomaa, 169. 

New Teftr'e Day 22. 

IfichoUs of Peebles, 2,169. 

Niool, Jiunea— Martyr, 66. 

Niuian, 2, 169. 

Nanconformiato, 68, 86. 

Oath of Purgation, 72,73. 

Orde (Kirkurde) 4. 

Ordiuauoee, 97, 

Organisation Reformed, 11. 

Outed Ministers, 68, 69. 

Orerturee aneut Pstxonage, Tolera- 
tion, &o. 84. 

OigAibi 7. 

Padin, son of Eercao, ... ._ ,., 6. 

Patrick of Boplceliov 5, 

Patrick, son of Ooswale, 6. 

PWronage, 16, 33, 36. 39, 68, 71, 81 

82, 117. 133, 160. 

Patrona, _ ,.. 109, 116. 

PapistiT, .. 38, 29, 66, 69, 62, 80, 81, 

94, 98, 100, 101, 102, 111. 

ParaphraBeB, HB, 126. 

Parish of Stobo, 166. 

Park, Dr Mungo, 126, 

Pateraon. Rev. Mr (Kirkord), ... 137. 

I^trimony of the Church, 12. 

Paul, Rev. Hainiltoa, 140. 

Pennnoe, 48, 121. See Disdidine. 

Pendicles of Stobo, 2. 

Pennecuik, Dr 63,77. 

PeuvalLi, 1, 

Peter the Dean 2, 169. 

Peebles Mnnse (Glasgow), |i. 

Pee>>leB Minister. 70. 

Peebles llenetioe 120. 121. 

Peebles Church, 123, 16S, 154. 

Philipsun, Hylton. Esq , 120. 

Philipbaugh, Battle of, 47. 

Piper of Happrew, 38. 

Kpers 67. 

Pligue, 36,40. 

Planting of Stobo, ... : ... 76. 

Plstt, Conittant, 18, 20. 

Plebania, ... ,„ g, 

Polten->tobbo, 3. 

Poor, The, 12. 66, 76, 88, 87, Si, 

89, 90, lOI, 128. 

Posso, BepeatauM of, 63. 

Paatnie, Ubanga of, 161. 

Poroh and Jougs, 62. 

Powrie, ReT. Mr, 38, 

Precentor, H6. 



Prebend 3. 

Preabyteiy, 16, 20, 34, 64, 66, 69, 73, 120. 

Presbytery Hall. 163. 

Preabyterial Report on Stobo. .,. 152. 

Presbyteriuiisin, ... 13, 44, 09, 160. 

Presentatioa 29, 1U9. 

Preston, Battle of, 48. 

Princess Royal, 136. 

Priaonera, 38. See Collections. 

PriT7 Censures, 71,77,117,137. 

Private Devotion, 47. 

ProbaUon 74,76. 

Proolamataon, ... 60, 66. 66, 67, 70. 

103, 114, 131. 
Profonere of Sabbath, 34. See Sabbath. 

Protestors, 48. 

Protest 137. 

Psalms, 49, 63, 117, 132, 147. 

Quakers, 69. 

Queensberry, Duke of , 122. 

Quoad Sacra Churches, 137, 

Babbling the Ourates, 64, 68. 

IUilw»s and the Sabbath, 135. 

Uanduu of Megget, , fi. 

Ratification of It ._ ._ 
Rebuke in the Pew, 

Rebuke, tJeesional, 131. 

RecommendaticHi, 88. 

Records, Assembly, 7B. 

Becorda, Kirk Session, 131, 137, 138, 161. 
Records of Presbytery, 19, 60, 69, 73, 

75, 86, 102, lift, 117, 119, 122, 

131. 145, aUo 40. 48, 60, 68. 78, „ 161. 
Reformation, .., .. „ IQ, 116. 

Reformed Church, „ .„ ... 12, 
Reformed Presbyterians, .„ ' 160, 161. 

Register of Burials, 1S2, 

R«^ulatiooB for the Ritual 43, 

Iteid. Sir John 3^ 139. 

Keid, Dr, 123 

Relief, The us, 160. 

Remonstrant Mini^iera, 57. 

Etenton, Dr, _ 132. 

Beuwick. James, (J7. 

Repairs on Kirk and Aianse, 101, 112. 

113, 116, 118. 120, 132. See also 

Church, also Hans^. 

Repentance of lAirds, 63. 

Rescissory Act 57, 
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